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e gather as God’s people to-
night, uniting our hearts in
worshiping our sovereign

God, and seeking His face over some-
one very dear to us in the Church com-
munity and to this land that we have
missed for 50 days.

Like you, I was most disturbed when I
first heard of the shocking news of our
brother Raymond Koh’s audacious ab-
duction in broad daylight in a busy ur-
ban residential area of Petaling Jaya on
13 February 2017.

For us Malaysians — we watch such
episodes only on TV or hear of them
happening in Mexico, Latin America
or Africa where civil war, drug barons,
clandestine armies and armed groups
exist; where the rule of law has been
severely compromised.

This growing sense of bewilderment,
anguish and outrage is compounded by
the fact that this happened to a gentle
man of peace, who is a good neighbour
to the peoples of Malaysia who are
in need - regardless of race, standing,
gender and age. He sacrificially and
doggedly paid the price of having to
raise the necessary funds and resources
to run the centre that has given many in
the margins of life hope - the Harapan
Komuniti.

Then this bewilderment and lamenta-
tion is further fuelled by the paucity of
information and scarcity of leads about
the investigation by the law enforce-
ment agencies. This is most troubling
and anxiety provoking, especially when
we realise that the chances of solving
the case diminish with the passage of
time.

It was at this early stage of “fearing
the worst but always hoping for the
best” that T sensed the Lord speaking
and laying His word on my heart of
“lamentation — never beyond hope”.

It was similar to the epiphany, a sud-
den revelation of discovery, like that of
the psalmist in Psalm 73. There in this
psalm of Asaph, the psalmist had his
fair share of lamentation of outrage
when he declared: Truly God is good
to Israel, to those whose hearts are
pure. ? But as for me, I almost lost my
footing. My feet were slipping, and I
was almost gone.? For I envied the
proud when I saw them prosper despite
their wickedness. ...."* So I tried to un-
derstand why the wicked prosper. But
what a difficult task it is! '’ Then I went
into your sanctuary, O God, and I final-
ly understood the destiny of the wicked.

Lamentations in life are unavoida-
ble. Lamenting speaks of physical dan-
ger and mental anguish, where inevita-
ble questions like “why me? Why now?
Why this undeserving crisis, suffering
and pain?” arise. It is a deep sense of
grief and outrage, often profound and
at times accompanied by demonstra-
tive and reactive expressions of sorrow
and disappointment. It deplores being a
victim or a recipient of unjustified cri-
ses and undeserving travails. Lamenta-
tion really puts faith in God to the test.

There are three “stand out” places of
lamentation in the Old Testament —
in the Psalms, The Book of Lamenta-
tions and Job. All these three sources
tell us that lament is an essential ingre-
dient of honest faith in an unchanging
God.

“We were created to live with God in
a garden, yet we wake every morning in
the desert of a fallen world,” says Mi-
chael Card, a singer, songwriter, author,
and radio host from Tennessee. There
seems to be a painful “disconnect” be-
tween reality and the promises of God.

It is noteworthy that Israel’s acknow-
ledged Book of Worship, the Book
of Psalms, contains more psalms of
lament [both personal and commu-

nal] than any other major genres or cat-
egories of psalms. Lament is indeed a
prevalent experience in the life of the
chosen people of God.

The lamenters of old always brought
their sorrow and suffering to God in
worship and discovered that genuine
lament in worship often led to a heal-
ing sense of the presence of a sovereign
God. Those worshippers of old gazed
honestly but unflinchingly at their
present reality of pain in the face of
the apparent slowness to save by their
sovereign God. That could only happen
because there was a real underpinning
of a true relationship that was deep,
real and close enough for the lamenter
to “tell it to God’s face” the outrage felt
in the face of injustice.

T. Tennent reminds us that the Psalms
makes an important difference between
despair and lamentation. He points
out that the language may sound simi-
lar but the destination is different. The
destination of despair is hopelessness,
cynicism and even suicide. The destina-
tion of the Biblical lamenter in honest
faith in the unchanging sovereign, om-
nipotent, omniscient, omnipresent God,
Who is the Author and Perfecter of
creation and faith — is hope.

The laments in the psalms are always
songs of hope and not funeral dirges of
despair — because of an honest faith in
an unchanging God.

In the Old Testament book which the
19" century British poet laureate, Lord
Alfred Tennyson, called “The greatest
poem of ancient and modern times”
— Job, we witness yet again ano-
ther lamenter of honest faith in an un-
changing God.

This “blameless and upright man” [Job
1:8], whose candidature was endorsed
by God to withstand the full weight of
Satan’s attack - lost his children , pos-
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sessions and wealth, health and repu-
tation almost in a flash.

Yet the response of HOPE of this very
man, a genuine lamenter of honest faith
in an unchanging God has since echoed
powerfully all the way through the cor-
ridors of history to our own day. Job had
declared — “Though he slay me, yet will
I hope in him....” [Job 13:15] and “I
know that my Redeemer lives, and that
in the end he will stand upon the earth.
Job 19:25 [the Hebrew could also be
translated as ‘my Vindicator lives’]

But even as we are now into Lent and
nearing Easter, we cannot but acknow-
ledge the cry of the chief lamenter of
honest faith in the unchanging Father
God - the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord Jesus, the very Son of God,
uttered the excruciating words of
abandonment on the cross, “My God,
my God, why have You forsaken me?
[Matt 27:46]. In this traditional Fourth
Word at the Cross, He was quot-
ing from Psalm 22:1. In the words of
the psalmist, Jesus found a way to ex-
press the cry of his heart: Why had God
abandoned Him? Why did his Father
turn his back on Him in His moment of
greatest agony?

Martin Luther once said, “God for-
saking God. Who can understand it?”
That was pain that belonged to the eter-
nal dimension that cannot be fully un-
derstood or grasped on the mortal and
temporal plane.

Nevertheless, since then, when that
greatest lament of all ages and God’s
greatest victory planned from eter-
nity met at the Cross — all of life is
firamed with hope for those who trust
in Christ!

So that just as death does not have the
last word, so also our greatest laments
on earth will not have the last say! In
our Christ the Messiah Who expressed
and embodied the greatest lament of
history - God’s eternal purposes of
hope for humankind are summed up
and brought to fulfilment by His suffer-
ing, death and resurrection.

As we come together to seek our un-
changing sovereign God on this
50" day of the abduction of our brother
Pastor Raymond Koh, let us remember
our lamentation on this occasion and
in this circumstance is never beyond
hope. We in the Church of God is dou-
bly hopeful and assured, for 50 days af-
ter the resurrection of Christ at Easter,
the Church of God was then birthed at
Pentecost in accordance to God’s eter-
nal purpose.

Paul declares this in Ephesians 3:8-12
- Although I am less than the least of
all God'’s people, this grace was given
me: to preach to the Gentiles the un-
searchable riches of Christ,” and to
make plain to everyone the adminis-
tration of this mystery, which for ages
past was kept hidden in God, who cre-
ated all things. ' His intent was that
now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms, according to his eter-
nal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

In my heart, in the hearts of those who
know Raymond Koh well enough, we
can confidently say that Raymond Koh,
Christ’s faithful servant who dedicated
his life to God’s work, would unhesi-
tatingly identify with Paul’s words...
“Although I am less than the least of
all God's people..... His intent was that
now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms, according to his eter-
nal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

We can see that out of this troubling
and challenging circumstance, the uni-
ty and witness of God's Church in Ma-
laysia has strengthened as the people
stand together across the whole nation.
Since his abduction on the 13 February
2017 — this UNITY of coming togeth-
er has gained momentum as evidenced
by Christians united in inter-church
Prayer Vigils organized on both sides of
the South China Sea: in Sibu, Sarikei,
Bintulu, Kuching, Kanowit, Miri, Kota

Kinabalu, Kelana Jaya, Petaling Jaya,
Shah Alam, Penang, Seremban, Kluang
and Johor Baru.

We witness how the early church
birthed at Pentecost in the book of
Acts according to Gods eternal pur-
pose remained undefeated in the face
of internal and external threats. In their
“normal Christian life and ministry”
they experienced the “highs” of seeing
miracles of healings and deliverance of
people and “lows” of being stoned like
Stephen was!

In spite of being inundated and sur-
rounded by “puzzles and problems” that
included crises over church leadership,
finances, ethnic tensions between Pa-
lestinian and Hellenistic Jews, theology
and ethics disputes, not to mention very
serious confrontations and clashes with
political as well as religious authorities
that threatened their lives and did them
bodily harm — the early Church experi-
enced remarkable growth within a rela-
tively short period of time. They spread
throughout the known world then with
great impact.

Whatever may be our personal or
communal laments — they are never
beyond hope, never greater than the
eternal purpose of the sovereign un-
changing God.

So Job proclaimed - “Though He slay
me, yet I will hope in Him. ......

I know that my Redeemer [Vindica-
tor] lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth. ”

This unchanging sovereign God Who
declares “Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool [Isa 66:1]” is “not
restricted by space, not challenged by
time, not surprised by change, and cer-
tainly not threatened by man”.

Hallelujah! Praise be to God!
Bishop Ong Hwai Teik

[This Reflection/Message was preached at
the Ecumenical Solidarity Prayer Service,
on4 April 2017, Sungai Way Subang Metho-
dist Church, Petaling Jaya, that was at-
tended by about 400 people representing 72
churches and 8 church organisations.]




WMSKLI

esley Methodist School Kua-
la Lumpur (International)
has a history of more than

30 years. We have since emerged as a
school much sought after by many pa-
rents in the Klang valley as we are re-
nowned to produce ACE students, i.e.
students excelling in Academics, Cha-
racter and Extra-curricular activities.
Our ethos of “Education with Mission,
Excellence and Compassion” remains a
very important part of our school vision.

In the most recent announcements of
November IGCSE 2016 examination
results, we achieved an outstanding
82.38% Distinctions (A* & A), and in
the May IGCSE 2016 Language papers,
we achieved a stellar 100% A* in Ma-
lay as a Foreign Language, 80% A for
Chinese as First Language and 92% A
for Chinese as Second Language. Our
achievements in Cambridge Check-
point 2016 were also outstanding with
95% obtaining Perfect Score (6.0) for
Maths, 55% for Science and 17% for
English. Overall, 14% of our Check-
point cohort succeeded in achieving
Perfect Score in all the three subjects.

Countless co-curricular activities take
place in the school each day, where the
students take great pleasure in taking
part in more than 40 types of Clubs &
Societies. We have our Annual Sports
Meet, Cross-Country, Concert, Book
Week, Leadership Camps, Community
Service Projects, Eco School Projects,
Weekly Chapel and Christian Fel-
lowship Camp, Boys’ Brigade, Girls’
Brigade, Inter-WMS Games, ISKL
SEA Forensics, Model United Nations

Council of Education (COE) News

(MUN) etc. We also have many educa-
tional trips to both local and overseas
destinations with special mention to
UK, USA, Japan, Australia, Beijing,
Vietnam and Singapore. Our students
have excelled in many of the compe-
titions held locally and overseas too,
e.g. Microsoft Office Specialist Exams,
Chess Tournaments, Swimming, Math-
ematics, Rhythmic gymnastics, Bad-
minton, Stacking, Science & Inven-
tions, Spelling Bee etc.

Each student is regarded as an impor-

High Achievers
in Academics

tant individual in the school, where
he/she is allowed to showcase his/her
abilities and talents. The students are
allowed to grow into well-rounded
individuals, with emphasis on the de-
velopment of leadership qualities and a
great sense of community service too.
We run a school here with the belief
that God’s presence is with us each day.

Mdm Chia Loy Tian
Principal of Wesley Methodist School
Kuala Lumpur (International)
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Martyn Atkins became a Christian at the age of 17 in a nightclub in the early hours of the morning. As importantly, he was
welcomed into a local Methodist Church where a vibrant youth group soon began and he grew in faith, quickly experiencing God's
call to be a minister.

Martyn went to train for ordained ministry at the age of 22, and met and married his wife Helen during that time. His first local
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three sons, and he completed his PhD.
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Westminster Abbey, and is currently chair of the Board of Fresh Expressions Ltd - a charity dedicated to developing and networking fresh expressions
of church.

Reigniting Intentional Discipleship with Rev. Dr Martyn Atkins [ 8 - 9 July 2017 ]
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does it mean? And, crucially, for many of us who know we are not the disciples we should or Eorly Bird By 7 May 2017 RM 40 per person
even could be, how might we become better disciples of our Lord? These key themes, and

how we might become more ‘intentional’ about our discipleship, both as individuals and as Normal 8 May - 11 Jun 2017 RM 50 per person
members of Christ's Church, is the aim of the day. Late 12 -25 Jun 2017 RM 60 per person
Session1  The DNA of Discipleship Walk-in After 25 Jun 2017 RM 80 per person
Session 2 Really Good “Good News” Remarks:

Full-time Student Rate: RM25 by 11 June 2017.

Session 3 From ‘Intending’ to actually ‘Being’ T ] )
Registration must be accompanied by payment to be valid.

* Fees paid are non-refundable; however, you may transfer your
SUNDAY (9-00AM -1 2~30PM)M = 1 2'39PM) registration to another person.
Session4  Sunday Sermon (Combined Worship Service) « Fee includes lunch and tea on Saturday of the seminar.

Session 5 Q&A * Walk-ins are not guaranteed food and delegate pack (“while stocks last" basis)
For registration form, please d load from www. y.org For enquiries,
please call the Church Office, 03-2072-0338/9 or email to wmckl@klwesley.org.
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- New BB Sarawak State Commissioner Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong

BINTULU - Seventy-two Officers and
Delegates from 33 Coys in Sarawak at-
tended the 2017 Sarawak State Council
AGM of The Boys’ Brigade in Malaysia
at Eng Kwang Methodist Church from
Feb 24-25.

On Feb 25, retiring BB Sarawak State
Chaplain Rev. George Wong Hin Hung
commenced the AGM with an opening
prayer. Following that, Rev. George gave
his exhortation guided by Philippians
3:13-14 (NIV): “Brothers and sisters, 1
do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forget-
ting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

The good shepherd mentioned that while
the Members worked hard to earn their
awards, Officers and Helpers hardly
gained any recognition. Rev. George
encouraged the latter not to lose heart
because of the promise of rewards await-
ing in Jesus Christ. He also thanked the
EXCO members and fellow Officers for
their love and congenial support during
his eight-year tenure as State Chaplain.
He added that he would be taking a sab-
batical and wished the BB Ministry the
best in their endeavors.

With much appreciation, outgoing Com-
missioner Hon. Capt. Lo Hoi Fook pre-
sented a BB logo clock to Rev. George.

In his opening message, Hon. Capt. Lo
welcomed all the delegates and obser-
vers. He extended his heartfelt thanks to
the host church for the use of its excellent
venue and facilities.

Hon. Capt. Lo began his address by indi-
cating his intention to step down, adding
that he had already planned the move a

SARAWAK
THE BOYS
ANNUAL

oare: Feb 24-25

few years ago for a change in leadership.

He continued by professing that it was
neither a hard or easy decision for him to
make knowing that God is in control and
God will raise a more capable person to
lead the BB to HIS glory.

Hon. Capt. Lo also affirmed that becom-
ing volunteers in the BB ministry is one’s
own choice. In doing so, the volunteer
has to commit his or her talents, time and
money. As such, there are no material
or earthly gains for the volunteer except
experiencing peace and joy in serving
Christ Jesus.

He attested that not only in Malaysia that
Sarawak is a model state for the BB mi-
nistry but also internationally. “Sarawak
is operating our own depot well, blessed
with a committed FTO for 12+ years, and
our own HQ building. We have achieved
much not because of our strength but
because Sarawak BB is very united,” he
explained. “We also need to support BB
Malaysia, especially at a time when they
are facing various challenges. We should
put God first, BBM second, and BB Sa-
rawak third. Likewise, EXCO should put
benefits to local Coys first, Sarawak se-
cond and lastly, EXCO.”

STATE COUNCIL

BRIGADE IN MALAYSIA
GENEﬁﬂL MEETING

e EKMC, Bintulu

He asked all present to be wise to know
what is best for BBM; to stay humble and
submissive to the leading of His Spirit.

In conclusion, the outgoing Commis-
sioner reminded all the delegates of their
leadership responsibilities by putting mi-
nistry above self-interests.

Reports were also received from the
President of the three respective regions;
Southern, Central and Northern.

Other important reports included:

State Secretary’s Report —
by Capt. Roseline Lee, 4th Miri

State Treasurer’s Report —
by Lt. Linda Ting, 1st Sibu

State Training Chairman’s Report —
by Lt. Aaron Tieng, 1st Sibu

State Extension Works Chairman’s
Report —

by Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong,

7th Kuching

State Competition Chairman’s
Report —

by Capt. Wong Chek Ing, 2nd Bintulu

The date and venue of the 2018 AGM
were proposed and accepted to be in
Sibu, March 16-18.

8



State Executive Council 2015/2016
was dissolved smoothly, followed by
the election of the new State Commis-
sioner. Nominations Chairman Rev.
George Wong announced that Hon.
Capt. Hii King Ong was the only can-
didate to receive more than three nomi-
nations to qualify for the post. Hence,
Hon. Capt. Hii was unanimously elect-
ed as the new State Commissioner for
2017/2018.

Appointment of State Executive
Council 2017/2018

Commissioner -
Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong

Honorary Commissioner -
Hon. Capt. Joseph Tin Kiew Seng, Hon.
Capt. Lo Hoi Fook

Deputy Commissioner -
Capt. Edmund Wong,
7th Kuching (Southern Region),

Hon. Capt. Guang Chin Tung,
10th Sibu (Central Region),

Hon. Capt. Lawrence Wong,
1st Limbang (Northern Region)

Secretary -
Capt. Roseline Lee, 4th Miri

Treasurer -
Lt. Linda Ting, 1st Sibu

i DUTD HHEILWAULS

i ANNUAL GENﬁﬁij I

DATE: Fgly 2425
c

WMEETH
ERMC, Bintulu

Training Chairman -
Lt. Aaron Tieng, 1st Sibu

State Extension Chairman -
Hon. Capt. Lawrence Wong,
Ist Limbang

State Chaplain - TBA

Message by new State Commis-
sioner

In his acceptance speech as the newly-
elected State Commissioner, Hon. Capt.
Hii thanked God for the opportunity to
serve in BB ministry. He also thanked the
retiring State Chaplain who had served
eight years and the former State Commis-
sioner (serving 16 years) for their great
effort in leading the BB ministry in Sa-
rawak.

Hon. Capt. Hii conceded that he had
struggled for the past year to seek God’s
will whether he was ready for the top
post after the former State Commissioner
dropped him a hint.

“I decided to fast once a week to seek His
will. Perhaps God will speak to me with
encouraging words through close friends
or during Bible-reading in my quiet time.
Amazingly, God told me to have a willing
heart to serve Him!” he declared. “God
chooses volunteers and gives us amazing
jobs to do. I believe He will help me for

He is my constant companion.”

The new State Commissioner recalled in
one of the sermons preached by his Pastor
on how God prepared Elisha to become
a leader (2 Kings 2:1-14). Knowing the
heavy responsibilities that lay ahead,
Hon. Capt. Hii prayed to God to equip
him just as what Elisha asked Elijah for
a double portion of the latter’s spirit (2
Kings 2:9).

“Lastly, 1 pray every Officer will give me
his and her full support through prayer.
Together we continue the advancement of
the Kingdom of Christ. Amen!” he said.

State Training Workshop

A good number of delegates arrived on
Feb 24 to attend the State Training Work-
shop by invited Penang-based Rev. Law-
rence Toh Kim Seng.

The four sessions in the Workshop were:
Serve Like Jesus, Calling And Purpose
of Life, To See What The Lord Has Seen,
To do What The Lord Has Commanded.

Newly-appointed Capt. Hii Ting Ik of
6th Kuching said he was glad to attend
the AGM. “The self-development train-
ing by Rev. Lawrence was very good. It
awakened me and I believe other Officers
felt the same. We need to refresh our re-
lationship with God from time to time to
ensure that we are serving HIM happily,”
he recounted.

“Thank God for the opportunity to attend
this AGM. The training has inspired me
how to lead my Coy and myself with the
right attitude. May God bless the Boys’
Brigade,” expressed Siung Wen Loon,
another newly-appointed Captain of 6th
Sibu.

The highlight of the AGM was the ce-
lebration of the 15th Anniversary of
Ist Bintulu held in the sanctuary of the
hosting church. Prior to that, all the dele-
gates and invited guests were treated to
a scrumptious buffet dinner served in the
church premises, followed by wonderful
performances by the Boys of 1st Bintulu.

By James TC Wong

(This story was first published at james-
wong.wordpress.com on March 1, 2017).
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From Jesus to the Present Times
(A brief sypnosis)

Rev. John presents a brief history of Christianity from the time of Jesus to our present time. He highlights some
errors Christians have made throughout our history and presents our lessons as Methodists to hold on.
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m News from World Methodist Council

Easter Message from the President of World Methodist Council

ear people called Methodists!
DSisters and brothers in the
one family of God! Grace and
peace to you from Jesus Christ and

God the Father who raised him from
the dead!

When I was visiting Gothenburg, Swe-
den, last month, the officers of WMC
fell into deep sorrow because of a terror
at Westminster, London. I also watched
through TV that a sad Iraqi boy with
tears running down his thin face was
walking hopelessly in his village of
Mosul completely destroyed by bombs.
In the midst of all the tragedies in our
world we are once again invited by the
Spirit of God to celebrate the victory of
life over the law of sin and death. In-
deed, T heard the news that the Sewol
ferry which sank and killed 304 peo-
ple, most of whom were high school
students, was raised after three years
in South Korea. April 16 this year is
Easter Sunday as well as the third an-
niversary of the Sewol ferry disaster.
Peace be with you, especially the vic-
tims and their families and loved ones
here in Korea and all over the world!

Jesus was raised! Jesus was faithful and
obedient to God the Father to his death.
All betrayed God. There was nobody
who was righteous before God. Only
Jesus was the most faithful Son of God
who loved us and gave himself for us.
Because of Jesus’ filial faithfulness God
raised him from the dead to redeem us
the hopeless and helpless sinners from
the present evil age. Not any works of
human righteousness but only faith in
the faithfulness of Jesus Christ the Son
of God our Father in heaven can make
us one in the global body of the family
of God. “And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.” (Gal. 3:29)

When I met with the host church lea-
ders of Nordic countries in March,
they suggested a theme for the next
World Methodist Conference in 2021
in relation to the people of God ‘On
the Move.” Migrants and refugees from
the Muslim countries are knocking on
the doors of the Christian countries in
Europe for survival and liberation from
terror and war. However, not only in
Europe but in the rest of the world such
as in North America, Palestine, and
Korea the wall of exclusion is built up
higher and higher. Listen to the Word
of God: “For Christ is our peace; in his
flesh he has made both groups into one
and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us.” (Eph.
2:14)

Let me be straightforward with you
for the sake of the glory of God. Be-
fore we witness the Gospel to the world
we have to stay together in unity as our
Lord prayed to God the Father, “they
may all be one so that the world may
believe that you have sent me.” (John
17:21) Allow me share with you our
beloved and true servant of God, Rev.
John Wesley’s exhortation: “I beseech
you, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that we be in no wise divided among
ourselves. Is thy heart right, as my heart
is with thine? I ask no farther question.
If it be, give me thy hand. For opi-
nions, or terms, let us not destroy the
work of God. Dost thou love and serve
God?” (“The Character of a Metho-
dist”) “There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male or female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)
Indeed, there is no longer Easterner or
Westerner, there is no longer conser-
vative or progressive, there is no longer
straight or gay; for all of us are one in
Christ Jesus! The crucified Christ “had

put to death all human ‘identities’ in
order to bring them through into a new
existence corresponding to his own
risen life.” (N. T. Wright, Paul and the
Faithfulness of God) We are all the
members of God’s family.

Jesus has risen! Happy Easter!

Your humble servant in Christ,
J. C. Park
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E S Sa y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

hen Paul, the prisoner in Rome,
wrote his letter to his Christian
friends in Philippi, he conclud-

ed it with an interesting greeting. “All the
saints salute you,” he wrote, “chiefly those
that are of Caesar’s household.” The in-
teresting and surprising thing about these
words is not the salutation, but the fact that
it came from saints in Caesar’s household.
Caesar’s household was synonymous with
vice and lust and moral darkness, and
yet in the midst of such an environment,
in surroundings that were alive with sin,
a group of men and women held fast to
goodness and purity.

It is not uncommon in any age to hear peo-
ple blame environment for their imperfec-
tions. Many people vaguely imagine that
if they could only move into a different
neighbourhood and live in different sur-
roundings, they would be better men and
women. Some complain that they cannot
develop character as they would if they
were in a more favourable environment.
Such people ought to remember “Caesar’s
saints” and be ashamed. No surroundings
could have been more degrading than the
conditions which prevailed in Caesar’s
household, and yet there were a few folk
even there who were able to rise above
their environment.

There are always some brave and noble
souls who remain uncorrupted in spite of
the world; some whose sense of moral lo-
yalty and steadfastness is stronger than the
temptations of the flesh; some who value
moral purity more than pleasure. Daniel
was such a person. In the unfavourable
environment of the Babylonian court he
remembered the religious training which
he had received as a youth, and “he pur-
posed in his heart that he would not defile
himself.” Too often in Sunday School chil-
dren are taught that Daniel was a man who
spent some time in a den of lions without
being eaten. It is more important to re-

By The Rev. Theodore Runyan,
of Wesley Church, Ipoh

member him as a moral victor.

The city of Sardis was one of the most cor-
rupt places in the ancient world, yet when
John wrote the Book of Revelations he
was able to say, “Thou hast a few names
even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in
white; for they are worthy.” So even in
Sardis a few folk succeeded in remaining
saints under most adverse conditions.

According to the writer of the Book of
Hebrews, Moses was of the stuff saints are
made of. Environment did not blind him to
the demands of moral law. “Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharoah’s daughter; choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt.”

Church art has, I am afraid, used saints
rather badly. In paintings and statuary
they have often been depicted as anaemic,
bloodless creatures with piteous expres-
sions on their faces. In 1930 I visited an
old Spanish Church on the island Guam,
and the statues I saw of saints would lead
one to believe that saintliness involved
being queer and hungry. The walls were
lined with images of emaciated, sinken-
cheeked, hollow-eyed individuals with
their hands folded on their breasts. These
were supposed to be likenesses of God’s
saints. Such an impression is, I think, his-
torically false.

The saints of Caesar’s household were not
other-worldly creatures. They were a real
part of the world in which they moved.
They performed certain duties in the ro-
yal household, and a great majority of their
daily associates were not Christians. On
the contrary, they worked among world-
ly, depraved, sensual people. But Paul did
not advise them to leave Caesar’s house-

hold and seek employment elsewhere. He
taught them to show Christ’s spirit and to
exemplify Christian principles even in a
corrupt royal court.

The true saint is not one who shuts himself
up alone in a room so that he will not be
corrupted by contact with the world. The
true saint is one who in spite of the sin-
fulness and corruption of the world, keeps
himself unspotted from the world. The true
saint is one who instead of being changed
and spoiled by his environment, will bring
his knowledge and influence and character
to bear in order to change and improve his
environment.

This was Christ’s plan for making saints—
not withdrawal from the world but active
participation in the affairs of the world.
He prayed, “I pray not that thou shouldst
take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldn’t keep them from evil.”

Now I wish to transport you from the
environment of Caesar’s household and
from the fellowship of Caesar’s saints to
the presence of Jesus as he prepared to
enter Jerusalem on that last journey to
the Holy City. As he singled out two of
his followers and sent them into the city
to borrow an ass on which he could ride,
he said words which ought to burn them-
selves into the memory of each and every
one of us—these words, “The Lord hath
need.” It is a strange thought that the Lord
should ever have need of anything. With
all power at His command we would natu-
rally expect God to supply His own needs,
and yet, I wonder if there isn’t more truth
in these words than we are accustomed to
realize—"The Lord hath need.”

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 48 No. 3
March 1938
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Diploma in Early Childhood Education

8A+/A/A- & above
6A+/A/A- & above
SA+/A/A- & above
3A+/A/A- & above

Also availalle ;e Studentlieadern&:
AchieyementiAward

o SpeciallScholarships

o EinancialjAvd

*A(l scholarships are on tuition fees only. T8C appl).

Courses Offered

AMERICAN DEGREE;
TRANSFER PROGRAM

KPT/JPS(A4447)03/19

January, April & August

EARLY,CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

April & August

CAMBRIDGE'A\LEVEL

January, March & July

AUSTRALIAN l MATRICULATION

January & August

ACCOUNTING'(ACCA)

CAT: March & July
ACCA: January &July

DlPI.'OMA‘]NSOCIAL:WORK\

April

Off Jalan Tun Sambanthan 4, Brickfields
50470 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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www.mckl.edu.my




