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MDOP 2017 was held at Calvary Convention Centre on 
Malaysia Day, September 16, 2017
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PRAYER UNITED

National and State Elections

Righteous Men and Women to be Nominated in Upcoming  
National (GE14) and State Elections

Pray for politicians of integrity and good character, with a call-
ing to serve the people, to be nominated as candidates for the up 
coming GE14 national and state elections. Pray for civility, re-
spect and peace in the run up to elections. “The thoughts of the 

righteous are just; the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.”  

- Proverbs 12:5 ESV

Church Unity and Leadership

Authentic Christian Love For One Another

Pray for national church leaders to be filled with grace, wisdom, 
courage and spiritual authority to serve God in the church in the 
nation at such a time as this. “Behold, how good and pleasant it 

is when brothers dwell in unity!” - Psalm 133:1 ESV

Parliament Session Begins

Third Meeting 23 October - 30 November 2017 

Pray for the upcoming third meeting of the 2017 Parliamentary 
session which will begin on 23 October and will be for 25 days. 
Pray for parliamentary members to do their work of policy ma- 
king diligently, especially in the light of RUU355 being pushed 
back into the agenda.

Tabling of Budget 2018

Tabling of The Supply Bill (Budget) 2018 by The Minister 
of Finance on 27 October 2017 at 4 pm

Pray for wisdom among the policy makers and government 
leaders in the planning of the nation’s Budget 2018 in the last 
lap to the tabling on 27 October. Pray for sustainable policies 
and wise use of resources and pray against the temptation of 
giving election goodies.

Raising of Youth Watchmen

PU Youth Conference in Kuching from Nov 9-11, 2017

Pray for the raising up of youth watchmen for the nations, pre-
paring ahead for the PU Youth Conference in November 9-11, 
2017.

Safety of Missing Pastors

Missing Pastors and Activist to be Found Safe

Pray for Pastor Raymond Koh, Joshua Hilmy and wife, Ruth, 
and also Perlis Hope activist, Amri Che Mat, to be found safe. 
Pray for their captors to be convicted to release them back to 
their families. Pray for police to solve the crime as soon as pos-
sible.

Excerpt from PU Prayer Guide
September/October 2017
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Overcoming the Reality of Polarities

We live in a world of reality that encompasses the 
polarities and dualities of life that can often render 
us confused and troubled.

In the nineteenth century, Charles Dickens opened his fa-
mous book A Tale of Two Cities with these renowned words: 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the 

age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch 

of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season 

of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of 

hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before 

us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to 

Heaven, we were all going direct the other way. . . .”

Today, we still experience these polarities and dualities in 
life that seem irreconcilable. They trouble and challenge 
our daily living, witness and ministry as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, both individually and communally as His Church in 
Malaysia. Some “dualities” are made more intolerable when 
they smack of outright hypocrisy such as when there is the 
declaration of freedom of religion, yet there are overt restric-
tions imposed, when there is the pronouncement of modera-
tion yet elements of excess practices that threaten the fabric 
of our multi ethnic and multi-religious society are permitted.

We live in an inescapable world of polarities and dualities 
– the co-existence of good news and bad news, if there is 
hopelessness there is also hope, if there is disappointment 
there is also fulfilment, if there is pain there is also joy, if 
there is death, there is also birth. The reality of these polari-
ties and dualities are also reflected from another perspective 
in Ecclesiastes chapter 3 - For everything there is a season, a 

time for every activity under heaven. 
2 
A time to be born and 

a time to die. A time to plant and a time to harvest. 
3 
A time 

to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time to 

build up. 
4 
A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve 

and a time to dance.

The New Testament teaching prepares us for living in this 
reality of polarities and dualities. The Lord Jesus, John and 
Paul were teaching in line with what ancient Jews believed: 
that world history was divided into two “ages” or epochs [NT 
Wright: The Letters of John]. The “PRESENT AGE” is full 
of misery and suffering, injustice and oppression especially 
for the people of God. Then there is the “AGE TO COME” 

– the time when GOD would sort it all out, put everything 
right, and would in particular rescue His people from the 
evil they had experienced and are experiencing. This “age 
to come” has already broken into our present reality even 
as the Kingdom of God is in the here and now, abundant 
life is here already, not only in a distant “hereafter” life in 

heaven, though not consummated till the second coming of 
Jesus Christ. Until then, the Church will face the polarities 
and dualities of life that can be faith-shaking at times.

Hence the early Church was born at a time of these polarities 
and dualities. They were a “small church facing huge pro- 
blems” both inside [eg false teachers deceiving true believers 
with heresies, unspiritual leaders in a spiritual community 
etc] and outside [persecution, prosecution, marginalization 
etc]. These early believers made significant impact in the 
“present age” of suffering and oppression, never being “so 
heavenly minded but of no earthly good” – because they  
never lost the “big picture” of living ultimately for the “age 
to come”. We must also learn to hold these polarities and 
dualities in healthy, faith-ful and hopeful tension.

An individual who overcame the polarities and dualities that 
almost tore him apart was Joseph in the Old Testament. He 
held the “visible” world of his suffering and the “invisible” 
hand and plan of the Sovereign God, Maker of heaven and 
earth in healthy, faith-ful and hopeful tension. He had learnt 
to develop a “secret and sacred history” of relationship with 
Almighty God so that he could affirm that God works myste-
riously in ways that are mostly hidden to us on earth. Joseph 
knew he could trust God Who leads through darkness and 
obscurity, when circumstances went from bad to worse be-
cause He is the God of goodness, love and power. He could 
rest in God’s steadfast love that never ceases and His sove- 
reign grip of history – even though he cannot see the good 
that God was doing.

Just like Joseph, even as we continue to wrestle with what we 
“cannot see” from the divine hand, we shall continue to fulfil 
our call to be “salt and light” in the world that we “can see.” 
Joseph was a beacon of blessing wherever he was placed and 
“stationed” because God never left him but “the Lord was 
with him” [Gen 39:2].

We too must do likewise. At our recent August General Con-
ference Executive Council meeting in Sibu, the following 
Episcopal sharing arose from the leading of the Lord that 
came during the worship and devotion of the Council of 
Presidents that took place a day earlier. As a Methodist Fa- 
mily in Malaysia, we are called to take note of the following, 
especially for our East Malaysian Annual Conferences – in 
the light of the coming 14th General Election:

#1. “Do NOT sell your BIRTHRIGHT for short term gain 
but suffer long term loss.”
We are to especially watch out for short-term promises and 
proffered gratification especially vote buying and to reject 
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The Faithful God
Be still my soul. the Lord is on thy side. 

             (Katharina Von Schlegel)

IN WORD: Paul’s sermon in Antioch, recorded in Acts 
13, was compelling. Many Jews were intrigued by it, 
and many Gentiles rejoiced over it. It shows God’s work 
throughout the ages, unifying a strange, varied history 
under one overarching purpose; salvation through Mes-
siah Jesus.

For us, Paul’s sermon is like an aerial photo taken at 
thirty thousand feet. It shows the whole landscape, in-
cluding the glorious peaks of salvation. Even more than 
that, it demonstrates the abiding faithfulness of God—
from the choosing of Abraham to the resurrection of the 
Savior. Every step of the way, this God has watched 
over His people, cultivated their loyalties, purged their 
rebellions and sins, and secured their redemption. God 
had invested centuries in His plan. He never aban-
doned it or even diverged from it. He had a remedy for 
the Fall from day one. And when the Holy Spirit had 
come, believers knew just how perfect the remedy was.  

IN DEED: That should be profoundly comforting to 
those of us who wonder if God is still with us. Not that 
we doubt His faithfulness in principle, of course. No, our 
doubts are more subtle. We wonder if He is faithful to us 
right now, in our current circumstances—in our nation, 
in our families, in the details of our daily lives. We know 
He would never abandon His plan for the world, but we 
suspect He might abandon His plan for us. We appre-
ciate the view from thirty thousand feet, but we really 
want Him at ground zero in our lives.

God’s story in the Bible is not simply told for the sake 
of Israel or the church. It is told in order to reveal His 
character. And one undeniable observation from the 
story in Scripture is that God is faithful, both in master 
plans and individual lives. Always has been, always will 
be. Remember that when you doubt. There has been a 
remedy from day one, and it is perfect.  
 
What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us.
                      Acts 13:32-33 
              D

E
V

O
TI

O
N

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Devotion

and denounce such corrupt practices from any party.

#2. “TODAY is a KAIROS moment from our Sovereign 
God for our orang asal, Sarawak Iban Annual Conference, 
Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference and Sabah Provi-
sional Annual Conference to strategically impact our 
community, state and COUNTRY.”
The national political situation presently gives greater op-
portunity and leverage to those in East Malaysia to influence 
and bless our national life with fresh breakthroughs and even 
greater good to God’s glory.

#3. “The Church is PRO-ISSUE of GOOD GOVER- 
NANCE; we are NOT into partisan politics”.                                                                                                                                   
The Methodist Church is above partisan politics that divide 
the Church, and we do have a responsibility and duty to seek 
the total “welfare of the city/land” [Jer 29:7] as God’s people 
resident in this beloved nation of ours.

Polarities and dualities are “normal” in a fallen world that is 
being redeemed by the Lord and in people who continue to 
carry the image of God though this is now marred; we are not 
surprised to see that humankind is capable of the noblest of 
deeds such as the sacrificing of one’s life for others, yet also 

capable of the vilest and sickest of deeds such as unspeakable 
torture and murder of little children.

We choose to follow in the footsteps of Joseph in this genera-
tion. He knew that in all things God is at work. That “in spite 
of, through and against all human effort” – the Sovereign 
God of goodness, love and power Who has all history in His 
grip – is orchestrating and bringing His purposes to pass. He 
has not lost the plot!

We stand on the time tested and “unexpired” words of the 
prophet Isaiah [43: 1-3] - “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume 
you. 3 For I am the LORD your God,..your Savior….”

The people called Methodists – through the Holy Spirit  
remain Jesus Christ’s “apostles of hope” in Malaysia and  
beyond – no matter the polarities and dualities in our gene- 
ration and in our land!

Bishop Ong Hwai Teik
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Features Malaysia Day of Prayer News

Malaysia Day of Prayer 2017
Calvary Convention Centre

September 16, 2017

1. MDOP 2017 was held at Calvary Convention Centre 

for the third time on Malaysia Day, September 16, 

2017.

a. It was the first time where the Catholics of the Arch-
diocese of Kuala Lumpur came together in solidarity 
with CCM and Prayer United as co-organisers to pray 
for the nation, under the theme, “Seek the Peace of the 
Land” from Jeremiah chapter 29 verse 7.

b.  Main organisers for the event from the CCM were the 
Anglican Diocese of West Malaysia and the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia. Bishop Ong Hwai Teik is chair-
man of the MDOP Organising Committee.

c.  The audited accounts of MDOP 2017 will be presented 
at the next CCM BOM meeting as the accounts are still 
being finalised.

2. We take this opportunity to give thanks and our deep 

appreciation to all who helped to make this event hap-

pen.

a. The Methodist Church in Malaysia for helping to pro-
vide facilities and financial resources for “up front” us-
age in organising MDOP 2017. This event could only 
have been made possible with the help of advanced 
payments for the event. We thank Bishop Ong and the 
Methodist Church in Malaysia for the help extended.

b.  Tan Sri Prince Guneratnam and the Calvary Conven-
tion Centre for letting us use the place at a special con-
cession priced at 2013 rates.

c. Archbishops Ng Moon Hing and Julian Leow for 
coming on board to co-organise this event, together 
with the many church leaders, priests and pastors who 

stepped up to lead intercession sessions. These sessions 
touched many hearts on the issues facing the nation. 

3. We are thankful for such a meaningful and wonder-

ful inter-denominational, multi-racial, multi-cul-

tural and multi-lingual national prayer gathering, 

representing diverse expressions and traditions.

a. MDOP has grown from being just one event in the 
year, to becoming the culmination of various prayer 
events in the run up throughout the year under the 
theme “A Day of Prayer for the Nation”. 

b.  This year, MDOP was celebrated widely by churches 
and pastor fellowships such as those in Teluk Intan, 
Kuching, Sibu and Bintulu, and as far as Lahad Datu. 
Praise God for more churches are showing their love 
for the nation by coming together in unity and prayer.

4. As this is the 5th year we have organized the September 
16th Malaysia Day Combined Prayer in KL/Selangor, we 

hope that more CCM churches will block off and re-

serve September 16 as a Day of Corporate Prayer for 

the Nation, and encourage their congregations to come 

for corporate prayer together in solidarity and unity 

of love and purpose. Given that MDOP 2018, i.e. 16 

Sept 2018 falls on a Sunday, we pray to consider how 

we can make this a bigger event across the nation.

5. Archbishop Ng Moon Hing presented the reflection for 
MDOP’s theme - Seek the Peace of the Land. In a power- 
ful, timely and prophetic call to bless the land, Arch- 
bishop Ng reminded all present to bless the nation through 
prayer and action. The full text is provided for everyone’s 
consideration and meditation.

By Chrisanne Chin
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Features News from COE

Farewell Mdm Chia Loy Tian,
Principal of WMSKL (International),

2011 - 2017

Highly respected and well loved 
by her students as well as tea- 
chers and parents, Mdm Chia 

Loy Tian’s last day at Wesley Methodist 
School Kuala Lumpur was a truly emo-
tional affair. One by one, from the De- 
puty Principal, Mdm Pearl Moses,Vice 
Principals, Mr Nathan and Mdm Do-
reen Ti to Heads of Departments and 
long serving teachers, poured out their 
hearts, endless praise and glowing tri- 
butes to Mdm Chia. And they all said the 
same things that connected all the dots 
about Mdm Chia’s personality - calm 
and collected, patient, always listening, 
demure but yet firm  when called to be a 
tough and loving Principal with not just 
her teachers but her students whom she 
often called in Mandarin “my baobei” 
or “treasures”.

Under Mdm Chia’s leadership, the 
school scored many firsts, such as stel-
lar SPM results coming out top in the 
country in the year 2014 (CGPA of 0.92) 
and 2015. (CGPA of 1.13). Admon Lee, 
a Form Four student became the world 
Powerpoint champ in the Microsoft Of-
fice Specialist Tournament, Dallas, USA 
in 2015. This includes, her successful 
oversight and supervision of  WMSKL 
(Private) as the first WMS School to 
make the transition to WMSKL (Inter-
national) offering Cambridge IGCSE.  
The first batch of IGCSE students in 
2016 made Mdm Chia proud, with 85% 
scoring A*/A and 5 students received 
the Cambridge International Examina-
tion’s Outstanding Cambridge Learner 
Awards. And who could forget all the 
high quality concerts under Mdm Chia’s 
creative leadership, such as Mulan and 
Lion King, Emma the Pop Musical 
or the Prince of Egypt. More students 
have also made trips to Japan, Austra- 

lia, U.K., USA, China and Singapore 
for student-exchange programmes and  
taken part in international tournaments.

Student leaders and alumni, remember 
her as a wonderful Principal, full of wis-
dom and grace, who used her careful 
diction of sagacious words (using wise 
and discerning words) at each Monday 
morning assembly and displayed sang-
froid character (full of composure) in 
the midst of adversity. She projected a 
motherly figure, a worldly wise guide 
and mentor, a praying Principal and  
most of all an Educator mentoring the 
students to go above and beyond their 
comfort zone. One by one students sa-
lute her for her tenacity and tireless de- s 
dication over the 7 years, transforming 
WMSKL into a high performing Chris-
tian International school. For Mdm 
Chia, attaining academic success is only 
second to ensuring character building 
through Godly principles and love.

Probably the most inspiring speech 
must have come from parent  Mr. Ken-
neth Tan Kian Chong of the Christian 
Parent Support Committee, whose 
wonderful speech described Mdm. 
Chia as a communicator who balanced 
scoldings with praises. She cajoled the 
students especially at every Monday 
morning assembly and also through her 
day to day interaction with them.

Mdm Chia’s final speech was filled with 
emotion as she would surely miss dear-
ly the school’s hustle and bustle and the 
endless hive of activities of making sure  
that the teachers inspired learning in 
the students everyday. These were inter-
spersed with the myriad of co-curricular 
activities of WMSKL(I). She paid tri- 
bute to the new in-coming Principal 
Mr. Wong Chee Kheon who has in-

herited a vibrant and dynamic school, 
full of high achieving students and yet 
a need for the students to demonstrate 
humility and be God conscious.

In closing, to mention a quote from 
Fred Rogers, “Often when you think 
you’re at the end of something, you’re 
at the beginning of something else”. 
Everyone within the family of WMS 
who has come into contact with Mdm 
Chia wishes her a blessed retirement. 
We pray that she will be able to do all 
the things she has longed to do: waking 
up to no alarm clocks, losing herself in 
a good book, traveling with her beloved 
spouse Mr Patrick Tai, and keeping in 
touch with relatives and friends like it 
is summer vacation every day! Wishing 
God’s blessings on Mdm Chia and her 
family always.

By Daniel Gan
Methodist Council of Education 
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SCAC Centennial Park

Location :  KM30, Oya Road, Sibu
Area : 6 acres
Facilities : Lake side hostels (can accommodate 120 
  people) dining hall, conference hall, class -
  rooms, lake side jogging track (2 km)
Activities : Retreat, Silent Retreat, Walk to Emmaus, 
  Marriage Enrichment Camp, Bible Study &  
  Prayer Camp

Contact person:  Mr. Ngu Heng Kong 016-8610655
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SCAC Bukit Lan Outdoor 

Activities Centre

Location :  Bukit Lan Sibu, West bank of Rejang River.
Area : 5 acres
Facilities : Riverside Hostels, dining hall, outdoor 
  obstacles, camping ground.  Can take in 150  
  participants
Activities : •	 Retreat
	 	 •	 Outdoor Obstacle Games
	 •	 Camping

Contact person : Mr. Ngu Heng Kong 016-8610655

Wisma Methodist Kuching

Location :  No. 20, Pisang Road, Kuching
Facilities : Guest rooms (9 rooms)

Contact person :  Mr. Hii Wei Cheng 019-8887819
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The first step in the considera-
tion of the indigenous Church, 
in the opinion of Dr. Kraemer, 

author of The Christian Message in 

the Non-Christian World, is to consider 
well what the Church is. This we have 
already done in the first of this series 
of articles, but for convenience we here 
restate its essential characteristics. The 
Christian Church is the community or 
fellowship of those who have accepted 
for themselves the revelation of God in 
Christ and have associated themselves 
with God in His redemptive purpose for 
the world in the announcement of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ. The func-
tion of the indigenous Church, then, is 
to express this revelation or to make 
the announcement in terms which the 
given local community can understand. 
The essence of the message will be the 
same for the whole world, the forms 
and colour will vary as each indigenous 
Church interprets the message intelligi-
bly to its own group.

This conception of the indigenous 
Church applies not only to the thought-
forms, but also to the social forms 
adopted. The social forms of the West, 
involving denominationalism and many 
other factors which have no meaning 
for the East, should not be arbitrari-
ly imposed upon the new Churches. 
Holding fast, then, to the primary func-
tion of the Church, the most servicea-
ble of the existing social forms will be 
employed in the indigenous Church, 
“because the indigenous has the right 
to be considered seriously and sympa-
thetically as the vehicle of life-expres-
sion before any other possible vehicle.” 
As in speech a man expressed himself 

best in his own language, so in social 
forms the ones with which he is most 
familiar will be of greatest service. The 
ability to render best service should  
determine whether a given form should 
be adopted or abandoned. “It ought to 
become a fundamental law in mission-
ary work that alien forms and methods 
of spiritual and ecclesiastical life are 
viewed with the same scrutinizing cri- 
ticism as indigenous forms and methods 
are usually subjected to.” “The primary 
aim in building an indigenous Church, 
then, must be the fostering of a creative, 
spiritual life, so that the richness of the 
knowledge of Christ and the fruits of 
the spirit may develop ever more fully.” 
In some cases the Western forms may 
prove more serviceable. In that case 
they should be used. But Western forms 
should not be used merely because they 
are Western, and local forms should be 
used increasingly as they are found to 
be serviceable.

The author draws attention, however, 
to the great difference between being 

truly indigenous and being considered 

by the non-Christian Community as in-
digenous. Many have hoped that if the 
Younger Churches could sufficiently 
assume the local forms of their people, 
they would be accepted as indigenous. 
This is not the case, and will not be, 
until the Christian community acquires 
large proportions in the local popula-
tion. The mere fact of clothing a strange 
message with local forms, however 
skilfully it may be done, cannot elimi- 
nate the strangeness of the message, 
or win unqualified acceptance for the 
group who have received the strange 
message into the total life of the com-

munity. That status can be won only 
with the passing of time, the increase of 
the numbers of Christians, and the per-
meation of the whole community with 
the Christian thought.

What of the vexing question of the de-
gree of missionary control? In answer-
ing this question in the past finance has 
figured largely. The standpoint has been 
taken that ability to attain self-support 
should be the basis for deciding the 
question. There has been the added 
feeling, too, that if such a basis should 
not be adopted, there would be a ten-
dency for indefinite leaning on foreign 
support which would operate against 
the welfare of the Younger Churches. 
Again, from the standpoint of the ad-
ministrators of the funds from mission-
ary societies, there devolves upon the 
administrators the duty of controlling 
the expenditure of the money entrusted 
to them by a great number of contri- 
butors.

While recognizing all these conditions, 
the author takes the view that “there 
are both practical and theoretical rea-
sons for taking the standpoint that the 
measure of independence from mis-
sionary control should not depend upon 
the amount of financial support that is 
still granted by missionary agencies to 
self-governing indigenous Churches.” 
In many cases the Churches have had 
no control over the situations which 
would impose an impossible finan-
cial burden on them if they assumed 
it alone. “The cost implied in self- 
support, therefore, is still partly deter-
mined by a machinery that has been set 
up without a thorough consideration of 

Essay Hari Ini Dalam Sejarah Methodist 
Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

The Indigenous Church 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article written by the Rev. R. A. Blasdell is the last of the series which Mr. Blasdell has prepared as a 
short digest of the book by Dr. Kraemer “The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World.” In view of the Madras Conference we believe 
that all our readers will be particularly interested in this material.
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the indigenous economic foundations.” 
In this period of transition, it is scarce-
ly just to withhold the right of self- 
governance from people who are other- 
wise prepared to exercise it. Further-
more, to determine the degree of in-
dependence by the ability to attain 
self-support, or “to distinguish between 
mission money and Church money” 
is psychologically unsound and spirit-
ually irritating. The Younger Churches 
are the “fruit of missionary labour, but 
not the possession of missions, and it 
is on the side of missions a serious and 
fatal misunderstanding of the nature of 
the Church to consider any indigenous 
Church in any stage of development to 
be in an inferior position because it re-
ceives financial support.” The financial 
aid coming from Churches abroad to 
local churches is “no charity but frater-
nal help.”

One thing more which should be kept 
in mind in considering the indigenous 
Church is the unity of various Chris-
tian bodies. It is the author’s opinion 
that “the Christian Churches in the 
non-Christian world are by their many 
divisions much weaker than need be the 
case.” Although the Younger Churches 
are in their communities vigorous for- 
ces, they are decidedly in the minority, 
and much more so than they would be 
if the existing Christian groups could 
be united to make their joint influence 
more widely and strongly felt. “It is 
certainly no exaggeration to say that 
one of the cardinal problems of the 
Christian mission in the non-Christian 
world is whether Western Missionary 
agencies will find their faith and the 
courage to derive their orientation, in 
regard to these problems of denomina-
tionalism and unity in the mission field, 

neither from ecclesiastical indifference 
nor from ecclesiastical bias, but from 
confronting themselves with the dy-
namic conception of the Church as set 
before us in Biblical realism.”

“The heartening lesson,” the author 
says,” is that the gospel can be spread 
under any circumstances, provided 
a living and ardent faith burns in the 
hearts of men.” In this task, the indige-
nous Churches with an ever-increasing 
degree of independence to work out 
their own forms, should have a greatly 
enlarged participation.

The Malaysia Message

Vol. 48 No. 12

December 1938

Features World Methodist Council News

A.M.E. Church Response to
Las Vegas Shooting

At the 2016 Women’s Mission-
ary Society Executive Board 
Meeting, the AME Council of 

Supervisors, supported by the AME 
WMS and AME Social Action Com-
mission renewed their focus on the 
A.M.E. Church’s resolution on gun vio- 
lence.

Sadly, the language still applies today.  
As AMEs we are still traumatized by 
the 9 who were killed at Mother Ema-
nuel. Today we are again jolted by the 
killing of at least 50 who gathered for a 
concert, and untold numbers who were 
wounded physically and emotionally in 
that area.  The toll of millions of human 
beings who face senseless killings daily 
is staggering and will only end when we 
make this focus our relentless push. It 
must trump business as usual!

What Now in 2017?  

• Pray every day for those persons af-
fected by gun violence. Pray for the 
uncaring who fight to keep assault 
weapons in the hands of the general 
public. Pray for those whose lust for 
profit from the sale of these weapons 
keeps. Pray for timid legislators who 
place contributions to their campaigns 
above duty to their constituents. Pray 
for all leaders to find clear voices of in-
tolerance of gun violence. Visit: www.
faithsunited.org to keep updated for 
action.

• Contact your local, state and fede- 
ral legislators in support of common 
sense gun legislation.  Join with Faiths 
United Against Gun Violence. Tell 
your Congressperson to vote “no” 
on H.R. 3668, the Sportsman Heri- 
tage and Recreational Enhancement 
(SHARE) Act, Share Act; vote “yes” 
on universal background checks.

• Vote and encourage your neighbors, 
friends and work colleagues to vote 
for candidates who support common 
sense gun legislation. Let’s “un-elect” 
those who support no controls over 
gun purchases, background checks 
and other prudent measures.

• Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath 
will be on December 6 and 17, 2017.    
Consider special emphasis during 
that period or another timeframe that 
addresses the anniversary of gun vio- 
lence incidents in your community. 
The goal is to Shine A Light On Gun 
Violence … and the need to stop it!! 
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