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From:
Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik and Family  
and all staff members of Methodist HQ

The Operation Mobilization (OM) delegation led by their 
International Director paying a visit to the Bishop of the 
Methodist Church in January 2018.
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Psalm 103:1-5
(NIV Version)

1 	Praise the Lord, my soul;
    		 all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 	Praise the Lord, my soul,
    		 and forget not all his benefits—
3 	who forgives all your sins
    		 and heals all your diseases,
4 	who redeems your life from the pit
    		 and crowns you with love and compassion,
5 	who satisfies your desires with good things
    		 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
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A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE,                                                                                                                                    
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN MALAYSIA 

 
2 Samuel 7:22 "How great you are, O Sovereign LORD!                                                                                                           

There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. 
 
The Methodist Church in Malaysia family praises and thanks Almighty God for His sovereign 
protection and providence as we stand steadfast in the light of unprovoked attacks on our Chinese 
Methodist Church, Kota Bahru, Kelantan [see CCM statement reported in Malay Mail  On Line on 10 
Jan 2018]. We continue to maintain prayerful vigilance even as we also pray for the perpetrators. 

As the General Elections 14 [GE 14] that need to take place by August 2018 marches nearer, let us all 
pray for peace and orderliness for the run-up to the elections as well as integrity of the election 
process and for God’s sovereign providential outcome thereafter.      

Let us keep our eyes on the Highest Authority, Almighty God, as we pray for the high cause of the 
election of those who will guide the future of this beloved nation of ours – at federal and state 
levels. Let the Methodist churches unite with other churches and congregations locally to fervently 
pray for the GE 14.  

Together as God’s people, we shall reverently seek the sovereign Almighty God’s glory in blessing 
our fair land with leadership of governance that is just, honest, compassionate and righteous - that 
would sincerely serve the people and committedly deepen their welfare, uphold the rule of law, 
honour the Federal Constitution and courageously act to unite the people of Malaysia. 

As we fervently watch and pray, let us also committedly act where we can to contribute to a clean 
and fair election process and to fulfil our responsibility of casting our vote as citizens of this land. 

Jeremiah 29:7 “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you …." 
 

 
Romans 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”. 
 

Bishop Ong Hwai Teik                                                                                                                                                            
The Methodist Church in Malaysia                                                                                                                                             
16 January 2018 

 

A Reminder: 
Please take note of the 

Aug 2010 binding Decision of General Conference Executive Council of 
The Methodist Church in Malaysia - 

“That the GCEC resolves that no Methodist church should apply for or receive 
government grants, irrespective of the party in power, in the period between the 
nomination date of any election to the polling date of the same. Given the present 
socio-political context, this will send a clear signal to everyone that the church is 
non-partisan. More importantly, it will make clear that the Methodist Church does 
not condone actions that are or can be perceived as being related to money politics.” 
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Features News from SCAC

Telling the Truth Courageously
Ong Hwai Teik: We are on the side of good governance.

The saying that “the church is against the government” 
is a very misleading remark and we do not know 
since when it is so widely circulated that it has even 

aroused the concern of the ruling parties. In response, Rev. 
Dr Ong Hwai Teik, the Bishop of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Church in Malaysia, reiterates that the church 
is not an anti-government organization, rather the church is 
non-partisan vis-à-vis political parties but expects certain 
qualities of good governance. The church also hopes to con-
vey to the people the characteristics of a government that 
truly serves the people.

“The Church will not side with any political party and what 
we want is a just, compassionate and righteous government. 
The Church will do its best to opportunely express difference 
in opinions if any party violates justice and righteousness, be 
it states like Penang and Selangor which are governed by the 
opposition parties.”

The Church remains neutral
In his interview by Mr. Wong Meng Lei, Chief Editor of 
Methodist Message, Bishop Ong emphasized that the Church 
is neutral politically and what the Church wants is a just, 
compassionate and righteous government.

He also encouraged brothers and sisters in Christ to be con-
cerned about politics and speak out for the Lord, but as to 
which political party to join is their personal choice.

Admittedly, the Church is waking up because of the “Allah” 
issue and the incidents of abducted pastor and social acti- 
vists. To that end, he urged the Church to be united and be 
concerted in prayer to address present as well as future chal-
lenges.

“By ratio, it is estimated that only 10% of Malaysians are 
Christians. Being in the minority, we have all the more to 
remain united to be strong.”

Bishop Ong also placed great stress on the importance of 
prayer and that all brothers and sisters in Christ should ear-
nestly and unitedly pray to our God. He disclosed that in 
more recent times, prayer movements are becoming more 
active in Malaysia. In particular, the “Prayer United” move-
ment led by Bishop Emeritus Hwa Yung is spurring on many 
more brothers and sisters in prayer.

Secondly, registering as a voter is also an important way for 
Christians to participate in politics. In his opinion registering 
as a voter is a necessary step that leads to participation in 

the election and also to be concerned about politics for the 
welfare of our nation.

As citizens of this country we should get to know our coun-
try politically, spiritually, socially and economically. Bishop 
Ong suggested that to help church members to have a bet-
ter understanding of current political issues the church can 
organize dialogues with political figures and representatives 
from both the ruling or opposition parties.

Christians should pray for courage and wisdom to speak the 
truth when we have the opportunities to meet the Ministers 
or senior government officials, and the wisdom to discern the 
current political situation and to make choices for the best 
interest of all.

Do not underestimate the “small things”
During end of June in 2017, Bishop Ong and Mrs Ong were 
attacked by dengue. Due to this sudden dengue strike, Bishop 
Ong was forced to take a good rest and it was during this time 
of enforced quietness and rest that he had new insights.

He said, “I was diagnosed with dengue on June 28 and ad-
mitted to hospital on July 1. I met two nurses from Sibu, 
Sarawak on the fifth day in the hospital. The first one told 
me that she was a member of SCAC and she was working 
in a palliative ward in a Singapore hospital. After working 
for few years she resigned to come back to KL because she 
could no longer stand having to keep ‘saying goodbye to 
people who have become her friends’.

“The other one was curious about the thick callus on my fin-
gers. When I told her that it was the result of playing the gui-
tar, she told me that she was originally a member of a church. 
However, she has since become a Muslim two months earlier.”

He was forced to put aside his busy work and ministry sche- 
dule while recuperating from the sickness and while in con-
valescence had the God-given opportunity of time to reflect 
and pray. “Work and assignments were mounting when I was 
healthy. While I still maintained my spiritual disciplines and 
tie with our Lord, times to sit back and rest could have been 
more and deeper. It was like a burning fire that was overload-
ed with firewood but with little breathing or air space for the 
fire to burn properly!  The sickness gave me the opportunity 
to create more air spaces and also to clean up the pile of ashes, 
Ha! Ha! Ha!”

He added that another great gain from this sickness is not to 
underestimate the power of the “trifle or trivial” ( such as a 
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tiny mosquito) and small sins, because they can also kill (as  
Dengue can be fatal).

Solicitude for our Methodist Iban churches
Noting that various Annual Conferences were successive-
ly holding their conferences in November of 2017, Bishop 
Ong stressed that the Malaysian Methodist Church is like a 
big family when united we can do a lot of things. Although 
each Annual Conference is an independent entity, each can 
help the other in a family. For example, the Sengoi Mission 
Conference in West Malaysia and the Sarawak Iban Annual 
Conference (SIAC) are the indigenous people churches that 
need the help of the other Annual Conferences.

“Taking SIAC as an example, he stated that they are facing 
the dilemma of shortage of pastors. It is not that the young-
sters do not love the Lord. In fact they are experiencing a mini 
revival. Many youngsters are willing to commit themselves 
to full time ministry. The problems are with the low pay, 
parents’ concern about their children’s future and so forth, 
prompting fewer and fewer Ibans to commit themselves to 
full time ministry and vocations. Instead they choose to be-
come civil servants.”

“So now the Methodist Family in Malaysia has helped them 
raise the pay of their pastors to a respectable level with a new 
salary scheme. We have agreed on a 50-50 plan, meaning 
that SIAC will be responsible for raising 50% of the salary 
while the General Conference will arrange for the other five 
Annual Conferences to raise the balance 50% for the first 2 
years. After that, SIAC will increase their apportionment by 
10% for the next 5 years. This is a seven-year arrangement 
beginning in 2017.”

Bishop Ong also pointed out that while the Annual Confe- 
rences work in cooperation and unity, each should also focus 
on seeking revival and spiritual fullness and together they 
will be Annual Conferences after God’s own heart. “If mem-
bers of each Annual Conference put Christ as the centre of 
their lives, experiencing fire of the Holy Spirit and revival 
like the church in the Book of Acts, then together as a total 
Methodist Family, we shall be true followers of Christ who 
are after God’s own heart, and possessing the full power of 
the Holy Spirit.”

Another important point is that Methodists should not forget 
that the “General Rules of the Methodist Church” set up by 
John Wesley around 1743:  “Firstly: By doing no harm, by 
avoiding evil of every kind, especially that which is most 
generally practiced. Secondly: By doing good; by being in 
every kind merciful after their power; as they have opportu-
nity, doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possi-
ble, to all people. Thirdly, by attending to all the ordinances 
of God.”

Wesley’s reference to ordinances of God are: “the public 
worship of God”, “the ministry of the Word, either reading or 

expounding”, “the Supper of the Lord”, “family and private 
prayer”, “searching the Scriptures”, “fasting or abstinence”.

Bishop Ong said that if every member of the Metho- 
dist Church practices the “General Rules of the Methodist 
Church” as a Rule of Life, they will have a great impact on 
the society.

Methodist Church comprises various races
“We must recognize that each of the seven Annual Confe- 
rences has its own language and culture. So it is important 
that the General Conference (GC) tries to find ways to over-
come, to care and to bring them together. GC has to take the 
lead in becoming a bridge between the Conferences by host-
ing combined conferences like the Combined Pastors’ School 
(once in 4 years), GC Youth Conference, Methodist Women 
Conference and etc. Of course we face problems with the 
medium of communication because there are Chinese, In-
dian and Indigenous peoples in our big family. However, as 
English and Chinese are spoken by most people, they are the 
languages used and we have simultaneous Malay and Tamil 
translation using the earphone or smart phone technology.”

To ensure that GC is well represented we are including re- 
presentatives from each Annual Conference. E.g. SCAC has 
4 representatives in the General Conference Executive Coun-
cil. The GCEC meets twice a year and during the meetings 
we share about matters in each Annual Conference, pray for 
each other, share our resources like manpower and monetary 
resources, and under the leadership of the Holy Spirit make 
the necessary decisions for the total welfare of the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia.

“For example, recently the Sabah Provisional Annual Con-
ference needed a gospel van for a very strategic Gospel work. 
GCEC thus allocated RM50,000 for the SPAC to buy the 
gospel van. Eventually they found one that cost RM70,000 
so they raised the balance sum and bought that van. Another 
example is SIAC’s payroll problem. The GCEC helps to raise 
50% of the fund and they themselves are responsible for the 
remaining 50%  for 2017 and 2018.”

This is Bishop Ong’s second term as Bishop of the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia with 2017 being the first year of his se- 
cond term. So he will serve another three years before his 
term expires. He hopes that the members of the Methodist 
Church will be able to live more like Christ and to bring glory 
to God.

“God is good all the time and He is in sovereign control; let 
us never forget that this is our Father’s world,” concludes 
Bishop Ong.

Interviewed by Menglei
Recorded by April
Translated by KT Chew
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Beloved Children
In His love, He clothes us, enfolds and embraces us. 

			                       (Julian of Norwich)

IN WORD: Every step you take is sacred. Perhaps you 
didn’t know that. After all, it’s easy to go through the 
motions of our day, living humdrum lives as we fulfill 
our responsibilities. Life can easily turn into routine, and 
routine can seem far from sacred. But that isn’t reality.

No, reality is that we are sons and daughters of the li- 
ving God. We have His spiritual genetics within us. We 
haven’t simply been taught a better way, we have the 
Spirit of the true way living within us. We have been 
reborn and remade with a heavy, holy price.

Think about what it means to live as a son or daughter of 
God. Children of earthly kings have enviable privileges, 
the best that money and posotion can buy. They get the 
best education, never lack for work opportunities, have 
enough influence to say what thay want to say and live 
where they want to live, and they never go without any-
thing they truly desire. While God does not spoil His chil-
dren as earthly kings sometimes do, there are certainly 

parallels.

We are given His Spirit as a guide; we are placed in 
exactly the right opportunities for ministry; we are pro- 
mised fruitfulness as long as we are faithful to Him; and 
we are given everything related to life and godliness (2 
Peter 1:3). That doesn’t leave much to the imagination; 
according to the Word of God, we lack nothing.  

IN DEED: Yet we live as though we are the neediest 
of creatures. Is it that we have set our desires on the 
wrong things? Or that we simply haven’t learned to ap-
ply the promises of God to our lives? Perhaps we have 
not distanced ourselves far enough from the ways of 
this world. Perhaps we have forgotten that every step 
is sacred.

Live with a sense of sacredness. You are a child of the 
highest King, a privileged member of the household 
who should never lack for anything that the Father 
wants you to have. Learn to live as a beloved child, and 
expect His abundance in your life.

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
  				                   Galatians 3:26	
		             

D
EV

O
TI

O
N

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Devotion
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Features News from TRAC

Why We Believe in Arminianism  
Over Calvinism (Part 1)

By Rev. Dr. Andrew Tan and Dr. David Tan

Introduction
This article and three more to follow are written to assist Metho- 
dist members to be aware of their own doctrinal position which 
is Arminian. We have particularly felt the need to do so in the 
face of some challenges from the Calvinistic position. We hope 
that this series of articles will help us not only to understand our 
doctrinal position and the Scriptures that support it but also to 
see it as credible, and be able to articulate and defend it.

Revisiting an Old Debate: Arminianism and Calvinism
The “Young, Restless, and Reformed” (YRR) movement has 
captured the attention of many young Christians in the United 
States, and its ideas are spreading throughout the world. Fol-
lowing in the footsteps of historical theologians John Calvin 
and Jonathan Edwards, and led by contemporary figures such as 
John Piper, Albert Mohler, Timothy Keller, and Mark Driscoll, 
the movement emphasizes God’s glory, the need for deeper theo-
logical understanding, and a passion for mission. The movement 
also emphasizes Calvinism, a particular understanding of how 
God’s sovereignty and human free will work in salvation. Metho- 
dists, beginning with our founder John Wesley, have held to a 
different position called Arminianism. John Wesley strenuous-
ly opposed Calvinistic theology because he believed it distorts 
God’s goodness and undermines the importance of holiness in 
the Christian life.

The debate on Calvinism and Arminianism is one on which evan-
gelical Christians have disagreed — often passionately — for 
over 400 years. This debate has reignited with the advent of the 
YRR movement, with some leading voices claiming that Armi- 
nians are barely Christian and that Arminian theology is human- 
centered rather than God-centered. As this debate re-emerges in 
evangelical circles, it is important for us as Methodists to under-
stand what we believe. We need to welcome our Calvinist bro- 
thers and sisters in Christ and applaud their work for the gospel 
while being able to explain why we disagree with them in some 
issues.

It is not the aim of this series of articles to resolve a debate that is 
over 400 years old. Rather, this series will introduce the debate, 
explain the key disagreements the two sides have, examine key 
scriptural passages, and address some of the criticisms and mis-
conceptions commonly brought by the YRR movement against 
Arminian theology. We have done our best here to express the 
viewpoints of each position in the words of their defenders. 
Nonetheless, there exists a variety of views within Arminian and 
Calvinist theologies, so not every Arminian or Calvinist will ex-
press their position the way we do here. We hope that this will 
be helpful to all readers, Arminian or Calvinist, even though this 

series of articles is written primarily for Methodists.

Unable to Choose God Except by His Grace
Calvinists and Arminians both agree that human beings, in our 
sinfulness, are not capable of acknowledging and following af-
ter God. There is something in us that yearns for God because 
we were made for Him, but our sinful nature will not yield to 
God, recognize Him as Lord, and worshipfully center our lives 
on Him. We are not capable of choosing God. We are not even 
capable of truly desiring Him. God must take the initiative if we 
are to be reconciled. He has done so in history, working His plan 
to reconcile the world to Himself by calling Abraham and the 
nation of Israel, dwelling among us in the person of Jesus, and 
breaking the power of sin and death through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Both sides are agreed on this.

The dispute begins with what happens when God works in the 
heart of an individual. For the Arminian, God through an act 
of (prevenient) grace by the Holy Spirit, restores our ability to 
choose God. In that space and time, a person is enabled by God 
to respond to the good news and acknowledge God as Lord, or to 
reject God’s offer of grace and persist in their sin and rebellion. 
In  other words, grace suspense our sinfulness such that we are 
truly free to choose or to reject God.

For the Calvinist, God’s grace cannot be denied — it is always 
effective. Whoever God chooses will respond. The person who 
rejects the gospel message was never actually chosen by God in 
the first place. In other words, God’s grace cannot be resisted. 
Once God’s grace come to you, you will respond positively.

God Sovereignty and Human Free Will
One of the difficulties Arminians and Calvinists have when 
talking to each other is that we use the same words or phrases 
to mean different things. This is especially true when it comes to 
“God’s sovereignty” and “human free will.”

To be sovereign, in simple language, is to be in charge and in 
control. Calvinists and Arminians both say God is sovereign. 
When Calvinists say this, they mean “meticulous sovereignty,” 
or “divine determinism.” God specifically foreordains and ren-
ders certain everything that happens, including how a person res- 
ponds to the gospel. For the Calvinists, the Arminian assertion 
that we have the ability to accept or reject God’s offer of salva-
tion is a denial that God is truly sovereign.

Arminians say that God could exercise “meticulous sovereign-
ty,” but He does not. Instead He has created room for human 
beings to have true moral choice. In the matter of salvation, 
God has sovereignly decided that salvation is conditional upon 
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human response. The human ability to oppose God is no true 
challenge to God’s sovereignty. The only reason we can do so is 
because of God’s own decision, permission, and enabling. The 
problem with the Calvinist view of sovereignty is that human-
ity’s rebellion against God is foreordained and rendered certain 
by God Himself.

This brings us to human free will. When an Arminian talks about 
free will, he means “libertarian free will,” that our choices are 
free from the determination or constraints of human nature and 
free from any predetermination by God. We can act contrary to 
our nature, desires, and predispositions. “Libertarian free will” 
does not mean that there are no constraints at all — our circum-
stances, experiences, and knowledge all limit the choices avail-
able to us. However, in any decision we make, we could truly 
have chosen otherwise.

Calvinists, on the other hand, hold to “compatibilist free will.” 
an understanding of free will that can co-exist with divine de-
terminism. In this view of free will, a person is free to act as 
they desire, but they will always act according to their desires. A 
person could have made a different choice if their desires were 
different, but we always choose what we most desire. Since we 
are unable to control our desires, the only way for a person to 
turn to God is for God to intervene and change their desires in 
an act of grace. Once God has done that, it is impossible for that 
person to refuse Him.

The Problem of Evil and Unbelievers
The primary reason Arminians hold the position on God’s sove- 
reignty and human free will explained above is because we be-
lieve God’s goodness and love are at stake. Christians face the 
challenge of explaining how evil can exist when God is good and 
all-powerful. This will always be a difficult question to answer.

Arminians have always stood by the free-will defense of God. 
That God, in creating moral beings who could choose to love and 
obey Him took the risk that we would reject and rebel against 
Him. Without the possibility of choosing evil, we would not be 
moral beings; without the possibility of rejecting God, we would 
not truly love Him, because love cannot be coerced. Arminians 
do not celebrate free will because it glorifies humanity but be-
cause it glorifies a gracious, self-giving God who made us in His 
image at risk of pain to Himself. Sin and evil are the result of 
humanity abusing the gift that God gave us. God made a world 
in which evil is possible so that we could exist. This possibility 
of evil did not have to come to pass — it is we, through our re-
bellion against God, who are responsible for that.

In spite of our rebellion, God in His goodness and mercy sent Je-
sus to die on our behalf, for our sins, and to rise again to triumph 
over death. God is at work reconciling the world to Himself. Yet, 
the Scriptures also teach that not all will accept Jesus as God and 
Lord, despite the fact that God desires that all should be saved. 
Why then will there be those who are not saved? Is Jesus death 
insufficient? Did not Jesus die for all? Is God’s grace not enough? 
The Arminian responds that the Messiah died for all, His death 
suffices for all, and God’s grace abounds to overflowing. Yet, 
God who in His wisdom did not coerce us into obedience to Him 
will not coerce us into repentance. It is His good will that we tru-

ly have free choice to love Him and worship Him as God.

The Calvinist has to come up with a different explanation for 
these two matters. With regard to how evil and sin entered into 
this world, the Calvinist must say that God foreordained it and 
rendered it certain. This rightly makes many Calvinists uncom-
fortable, so some choose to say that evil is a mystery. Many others 
however, stand by the implications of their position. Why would 
God render evil, sin, and the rebellion of humanity certain? The 
answer from the YRR movement is that this is for God’s glory, 
that His mercy and work of redemption might be displayed.

Arminians find this to be an unsatisfying answer, as God’s mercy 
and grace seem much-diminished if God is the One who foreor-
dained our sin in the first place. Another Arminian criticism is 
that the Calvinist position seems to make God the author of sin 
and evil. Calvinists deny this, and rightly affirm that the respon-
sibility for sin belongs to us. However, it is difficult to see how 
humans can hold the primary responsibility for sin when God 
must foreordain the desires that will lead us to “freely” rebel 
against Him. 

Similarly, the Calvinist must account for why not all will be 
saved. The Calvinist response is that God will not save all, and 
has chosen not to save all. Jesus’ death is sufficient for all, but 
Jesus did not die for all (or, at minimum, God has chosen not to 
apply the benefits of Jesus death and resurrection to all). Why 
has God chosen not to save all, and instead condemn many? The 
answer again, is for His glory. The Calvinist will at this juncture 
point out that God has no obligation to save anyone, and that He 
can freely do as He wills, and that we have no right to judge God. 
The Arminian will agree with these three statements, but point 
out that this seems contradictory with God’s own revelation of 
His character in the Scripture. It bewilders us how creating hu-
man beings for the sole purpose of being condemned is consis-
tent with a good and loving God, and how persistent rebellion 
brings glory to God.

A Conclusion — For Now
We must be clear: Calvinists affirm the goodness and love of 
God, and deny that He is the author of evil. However, we Ar-
minians believe that their views on God’s sovereignty and hu-
man free will are inconsistent with their views of His character. 
So, why do Calvinists believe what they believe? The Calvinist 
would say “because the Scripture teaches this,” and criticize the 
writers for appealing only to logic and philosophy in this arti-
cle. This is a valid criticism, and one that needs to be addressed.  
Having established the issues at stake here, we will follow up 
with a survey of some of the key Scripture passages that pertain 
to this debate in the next article on this subject.

What does the Scripture Say?

Myths about Arminian Theology

How Should Arminians Respond

Printed with permission from TRAC
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