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Methodist Prayer Convention 2018 - “A Church After God’s Own 
Heart” was held in Sibu, Sarawak from 31 Aug - 2 Sept 2018.
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Poverty in Malaysia
There are many people who live below the Poverty Line 
Income. Statistics from the Economic Planning Unit of  
Malaysia in 2014 states that the PVI for Peninsular Malay-
sia is 1.6%, Sabah is 7.4% and Sarawak is at 1.6% of its 
total population.

Let us pray that the government is able to better measure 
the rate of poverty in Malaysia while taking into considera-
tion the cost of living in the rural and urban areas as well. 

Let us also pray for income disparities to be narrowed and 
the quality of life in the country to be improved.

The Orang Asli and Orang Asal have also high rates of 
poverty. Let us pray for wisdom and courage amongst our 
leaders as they seek to address poverty among our indi- 
genous peoples of Malaysia.

Matters of the Methodist Church in Malaysia
All our Annual Conferences are currently preparing for the 
Annual Conference Meetings. The dates for these meet-
ings are listed below:

23rd – 25th October 2018  
29th Session Persidangan Misi Sengoi Methodist

8th – 10th November 2018  
15th Session Sabah Provisional Annual Conference 

11th – 13th November 2018  
43rd Session Sarawak Iban Annual Conference

16th – 18th November 2018
43rd Session Tamil Annual Conference

19th – 21th November 2018
43rd Session Chinese Annual Conference

24th – 26th November 2018
43rd Session Trinity Annual Conference 

27th – 29th November 2018
43rd Session Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference

Let us pray for Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik, the Annual Con-
ference Presidents and all the delegates as they meet, 
pray, plan and discuss all matters regarding the respective 
Annual Conferences and the Methodist Church in general.
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Methodist Prayer Convention 2018, themed “A 
Church after God’s own Heart”, in Sibu, Sarawak 
from 31 August to 2 September 2018 was attended 

by 3733 delegates from all  the Annual Conferences of the 
Methodist Church in Malaysia. Our gratitude first goes to 
God for His sweet, energising and healing Presence through-
out the Convention at Kingswood Hotel from 31/8-1/9 and 
His Power and Might as Creator God, blessing 10,000 peo-
ple with perfect weather - overcast skies, no rain and cool 
breezes as natural air conditioning, for 2/9 Holy Communion 
service at Sibu Town Square.

We thank the Local Organizing Committee and volunteers 
under the capable leadership of SCAC President Rev. Dr. Tie 
King Tai for their sacrificial, hard work in selfless attend-
ance to all needs during the Convention. Truly their labour 
of love for God and His people was very much appreciated 
by West Malaysians and other foreigners in our midst. We 
thank the Convention speakers, Bishop Chien Chung Chen, 
Bishop of the Methodist Church in the Republic of China  
(Taiwan), Rev. Viv Thomas, Associate International Direc-
tor of OM International and Ms Chrisanne Chin, Founder 
of 24/7 Prayer Malaysia and secretary for Prayer United, for 
their inspiring, challenging and soul searching messages.

Worship and Prayer Responses led by worship teams and  
intercessors from 6 Conferences in Chinese, English, Tamil 
and Bahasa Malaysia were uplifting, Spirit filled and heart- 
warming especially when all Methodists worshipped and 
prayed as one voice for the church and nation, united in hearts 
and minds regardless of language. There were impromptu  
Spirit led prayers of reconciliation and deepening unity made 
by Bishop Ong Hwai Teik. There were prayers for personal 
and national repentance by West Malaysians to seek forgive-
ness for hurts, injustice and exploitation inflicted upon East 
Malaysians. Bishop Ong also prayed for Conference Presi-
dents and pastors to be the watchmen for the fire of prayer, 
and for all the Annual Conferences including the Persidan-
gan Missi Sengoi to continue burning in their passion for 
Christ regardless of circumstances, encouraging them from 
Psalm 73:25-26, that God sustains with His Strength and He 
is their Portion.

Bishop Chien spoke on “Building the Church” and to be 
“A Church after God’s own Heart” using Nehemiah’s and 
Paul’s prayers from Nehemiah 1 and Ephesians 1:17-23; 
3:14-21 respectively. He reminded us that we are to be 
a church after God’s own heart, built on prayer to know 
the Will of God, depending on His Power to love, sup-
port and build up one another together and ministering 

through prayer. It begins with holy dissatisfaction and res- 
ponsible Grace to lead holy lives, recognizing our weak-
nesses and return to God continuously in active salvation,  
being renewed everyday to be filled with joy and hope to be 
victorious over challenges. God wants us to be His inheri- 
tance through a close relationship with Him through prayer, 
close fellowship within the church to build up the church 
and close relationship with brothers and sisters, loving one 
another to be a church after God’s own heart.

Rev. Dr. Viv Thomas spoke on “Intimacy with God“ from 
Mathew 5:13-16, 10:16. To be intimate with Jesus, we need 
to be in communion with God through prayer, obedience and 
action. We must be in community with people for we cannot 
grow by ourselves in isolation and we must be involved in 
missions to the world, to be the salt of the earth and light to 
the world by being as shrewd as snakes but pure as doves 
with gentle tenderness and mercy. He also spoke on “Prayer 
in Jesus’ Name” from John 16:23-33. We pray in the magni- 
ficent Name of Jesus who is the compass for the future and 
nourishment for the present. He is our Great Intercessor and 
Prayer Sustainer. The centre of prayer is Jesus, not us. He 
quoted St. Augustine - “True, whole prayer is nothing but 
love” and Richard J Foster - “Real prayer comes from not 
gritting our teeth but falling in love”.

Ms Chrisanne Chin updated delegates on the prayer move-
ment thus far under the sovereign hand of God: the birth and 
intensification of  24-7 prayer for Malaysia since 2012, when 
Prayer United was birthed to shield the nation. Light Up Ma-
laysia this year mobilizes prayer in every constituency, seeks 
peace for the nation before GE14 and builds a “power grid” 
to cover the nation from demonic attacks. Chrisanne chal-
lenged The Methodist Church in Malaysia to pray without 
ceasing to break strongholds of deception and oppression, 
(Isaiah 58:6) and put markers for the next generation, (Jere-
miah 31:21). She asked every church to be a house of prayer 
for the nation through building a sustainable prayer move-
ment for revival and national transformation. A prayer move-
ment can be sustained through unceasing prayer, importuni-
ty and pursuing unity. The 10 strategic sectors in each city 
for prayer are business, healthcare, police/fire, arts, media, 
sports, family, church, education and government. Spiritual 
transformation begins with the individual, then the family, 
neighbourhood, city, state, nation and finally region. State of 
the nation reflects the state of the church. Prayer and holiness 
are no longer optional. She used Isaiah 43:19 to encourage 
Methodist churches to be “Gereja Baru” and to be a “Hannah 
church” to birth and raise up preachers and missionaries.
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Bishop Ong Hwai Teik at the closing Holy Communion 
Service, preached on Luke 11:5-13 - “Prayer - God’s Indis-
pensable Everyday means of Grace”, which sent us home 
with the understanding of the need to pray unceasingly, that 
prayer is God’s everyday channel of  grace and the power of 
importunate/persistent prayer. We must pray every day – it is 
the means and “instrument” to know the Person, Presence, 
Purpose and Power of God. Bishop Ong in his concluding 
remarks encouraged all to live the extraordinary NT church 
life in the ordinary of everyday life through prayer, which is 
God’s means of living revival each day, not to be confined as 
unusual and seasonal wonder moments, but a perpetual en-
joyment of our first love for God. We pray for revival but we 
must remember to live as revived people, who demonstrate 
the presence Jesus and pass on the love of Christ to others as 
we live out the teachings of the NT - each day. Prayer makes 
God’s church an indispensable means of grace to Malaysia 
each day, as our citizenship of Heaven is demonstrated in our 
citizenship in this nation.

We praise and thank God for MPC 2018, being the fourth 
Methodist Prayer Convention over a span of 12 years, rated 

by many to be the best MPC thus far. There were testimonies 
of spiritual breakthroughs, sweet experiences of God’s Pre- 
sence as much time was spent collectively in prayer, healing 
of relationships and increased passion for prayer and fasting.

Collectively, the MPC 2018 achieved its goals of instilling 
greater awareness for the importance of importunate/per-
sistent prayer for the church and nation, to desire revival 
through prayer and to be a church after God’s own heart built 
on prayer. Let MPC 2018 not just be a mountain top experi-
ence in Sibu but that the experience encounter with God are to 
be taken home where our prayer life continues to be a trans-
forming experience at personal, local church and Conference 
levels. Let us keep the “fire of prayer” burning brightly and 
continually.

Let us look forward to the next 19-21 July 2019 Metho- 
dist family gathering at the General Conference Laity Con-
vention, at Port Dickson Methodist Centre with a follow up 
theme, “Family after God’s Own Heart”.

Datin Judy Chin
Chairperson, GC Council of Laity

MPC 2018 — Sunday Worship Holy Communion Celebration at Dataran Sibu
2 September 2018 6:30am-8:30am

Excerpt of the Sermon delivered by Bishop Ong Hwai Teik

“PRAYER – God’s Indispensable 
Everyday Means Of Grace” 

I.	 The Unchallenged Universal REALITY OF PRAYER
	
Matthew Henry’s quotation: Prayer is one of the great laws 
of natural religion.

Asking the question, “Why do we pray?” is like asking “Why 
do you talk to your father?”
Jesus taught his disciples, “When you pray, say: ‘Our Fa-
ther...’” (Luke 1:2)
The life of the Lord Jesus was full of prayer: He prayed all 
night before choosing the twelve (Luke 6:12), he prayed for 
all believers before going to the cross (John 17:1-26)...
The apostle Paul taught in Eph 6:18 “praying at all times for 
all the people” and “pray unceasingly” (1 Thess 5:17)
1 Peter 2:9 tells us that we are the royal priesthood, we pray 
to God for the people.
Revelation 5:10 states that we are a kingdom of priests, we 
also minister to the people on behalf of God.
All of Paul’s letters contain prayers, except Galatians and 
Titus which did not start with prayer.
Therefore, let us not transgress the spiritual law of prayer 
like we can never transgress the physical law of gravity.

II.	 PRAYER is God’s EVERYDAY Channel of Grace
John Wesley’s definition of “means of grace” is the ordi-
nary channels whereby God conveys/delivers grace to the 
people.
John Wesley talked about threefold grace: prevenient [“pre-
paring”] grace, justifying grave and sanctifying grace. And 
he said there are 6 means of grace:
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1)	 Public Worship
2)	 Word of God-read & expounded
3)	 The Lord’s Supper
4)	 Prayer
5)	 Sharing the gospel
6)	 Fasting & abstinence

Prayer is not to be worshipped, it’s a means to an end. Prayer 
is a means of grace, a vehicle to communicate with God, a 
vehicle to receive blessings. Prayer will help us open our 
hearts to know the Father - His person, presence, the pow-
er and purpose. We are to fully utilise this means of grace. 
Prayer is about relationship with God, and we are to use 
the means of grace of prayer personally every day, besides 
attending prayer meetings. Just as you pick up your favourite 
cup at home or your favourite mug in the office every day, re-
member prayer is the everyday means of grace of connecting, 
knowing and receiving blessings from God.

III.	 Persevering Prayer/Prayer of Importunity
Importunity prayer means to “shamelessly ask and ask until 
you get it”, until there is a conclusion. Acts 2:42 The believers 
devoted themselves and continue in.... prayers. Importunate 
prayer is like “superglue”, persevere in prayer until there’s a 
conclusion/result. Prayer was among Jesus’ first teaching as 
recorded in Luke 11:9-13.

On the human side, we express thanks & our dependence on 
God: we acknowledge that makes the difference in our lives 
and that we need Him for living, changing and overcoming.

On the divine side, God is our Heavenly Father, the Provider.

The missionary breakthrough of Fiji is an example; it is a 
nation with Christians as the majority, the Methodist Church 
being the biggest denomination. In 1835 when the Methodist 
missionaries arrived on the Island, the Islanders were violent 
cannibals. But the missionaries never gave up in persevering 
prayer and in preaching the Gospel. Then in 1854, notable 
tribal chiefs began to believe in Jesus and the Fijian church 
started to grow, and eventually sent out missionaries to the 
nearby Islands, e.g. the Solomon Islands, Papua New Gurney 
and Northern Australia.

Let me conclude with two final points:-

1.	 We should live the extraordinary (revival life) in the 
ordinary. 

A.W. Tozer said, “I believe in the kind of miracles that God 
gives to His people who live so closely to Him that answers 
to prayers are common and these miracles are not uncom-
mon.” The extraordinary should not be uncommon”. Ans- 
wers to prayer should be common, and that miracles are not 
unusual. 

The Founder of the Methodist movement, John Wesley’s 
ministry of over 6 decades was full of miracles. He had many 
extraordinary experiences in life, like instantaneous healing, 
divine protection and powerful ministries. While we pray for 

the supernatural, the divine visitation and the season of re-
vival to break forth, let us live as revived people of God 
every day, the extraordinary in each ordinary day of liv-
ing. This “daily living in revival” is God’s promise to those 
who sustain their unrivalled first love for the Lord, who live  
according to the New Testament teachings and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit so that the presence of Christ is expressed 
daily.

2.	 We are the means of God’s grace to Malaysia
As citizens of heaven, we desire and we pray for the will of 
God to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We live out our “heavenly citizenship” in our “earthly citi-
zenship” in Malaysia, as we uphold the Rukun Negara:
* 	 Believe in God – we believe in God and want to make 

Him visible in our land and to our people
* 	 Loyalty to king and country
* 	 Supremacy of Constitution – we choose to obey and ob-

serve the law 
* 	 Rule of Law - we uphold the rule of law
* 	 Good behaviour and Morality – to be morally upright and 

courteous

We must at all times live as both citizens of heaven and of 
earth.

Let us pray together and ask God for two things:-
1. 	That we seek and receive grace every day.
2. 	That we become a means of grace to the nation and to the 

people.

Bishop’s concluding prayer:
“Lord, we thank you for Your everyday grace, You are the  
Emmanuel God – Who is with us in the present. Lord, please 
help everyone of us to receive Your grace thankfully each 
day and to receive Your grace to pray. May the people called 
Methodists be a means of grace to Malaysia. This is our prayer 
as we come to Your table now, to be in Your presence and to 
receive another needed portion of Your grace once again. 

In Lord Jesus’ Name. Amen.”

By Sarah Say 
CAC Prayer Coordinator



 7

Features News from COE

MGSS HALL Malacca Thanksgiving 
and Dedication Service 

To God be the Glory

Saturday 18 August 2018 was a historic day in the annals of 
the Methodist Girls’ Secondary School (MGSS) Melaka which 
was founded in 1904 by Mrs Emmaline Ferris Shellabear. On 
that day, the School held a three-in-one event: Thanksgiving, to 
remember our LORD God’s bounteous blessings, a Dedication 
Service, to dedicate the MGSS Hall which is the School’s latest 
addition to the existing complex of buildings, and finally, a High 
Tea for all to share a meal together.

The VIP guest for the day was Rev. Dr. Ong Hwai Teik, Bishop 
of the Methodist Church in Malaysia, who took time amidst his 
tight schedule to share in our joy. Other distinguished guests 
included The Hon. Dr. Wong Fort Pin (State Assemblyman for 
Bemban, Melaka), Mr. Yap Koon Roy (Chairman of the Area 
Executive Council) and Mr. Khor Hong Yin (Executive Director 
of the Methodist Council of Education). The Tan family from 
Melaka, representing the family of the late Baba Tan Keong 
Keng in whose house the School was first started in 1904, as 
well as the descendants of the late Mdm Tan Siok Kim (daugh-
ter of Baba Tan Keong Keng and also the School’s first local  
teacher), were also present to continue their close ties with 
MGSS that have spanned 116 years.

Mr. Tay Kim Chye, the School Principal, welcomed all present 
and stressed the importance of improving the School facilities 
so as to create a conducive learning environment for students to 
thrive in. He also informed the audience that social and racial 
integration was very much alive in MGSS, with students from 
diverse backgrounds coming together to acquire knowledge and 
participate in school activities. MGSS continues to provide a plat-
form for each student to excel, both academically and in extra- 
curricular activities, irrespective of a student’s race, religion and 
creed.

Ms. Lim Ai Ling, the Chairman of the School Board of Gover- 
nors, thanked the various people who had been involved in the 
building of the MGSS Hall, including the members of the Build-
ing Committee that was headed by Ms. Josephine Chua, past 
principals and the former Chairman of the Board of Governors, 
Ms. Grace Soon. She also thanked all for supporting this memo-
rable event and challenged the old girls to form an alumni.

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik next took centre stage. He reminded 
the audience of the great sacrifices of the early Methodist mis-
sionaries who came to our shores to set up schools for all. He 
further urged everyone to continue the legacy that has been left 
behind by these missionaries and to model our Methodist educa-
tional institutions after our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ whose 
hallmarks of His life on earth were love and sacrifice.

After the ribbon cutting ceremony by the Bishop and Dr. Wong 
Fort Pin, the guests were treated to a taste of Melakan hospita- 
lity – a sumptuous high tea spread, vibrant performances by the 
students, an impromptu ice breaking session, and surprise flash 
mob dances by guests and old girls.

I am overwhelmed by the support and cooperation that the 
MGSS Thanksgiving & Dedication Service, and High Tea gar-
nered among the distinguished guests, members of the School 
Board of Governors, MGSS staff, old girls and well-wishers. 
Everyone played a part in making the day a memorable one. 
Above all, all honour, praise and glory be unto our LORD God 
Almighty for without Him, nothing would have been possible.     

Previously, before the MGSS Hall was built, MGSS held assem-
blies and functions at the open air car park area. As such, the 
School had to depend on the vagaries of the weather and always 
had to make alternative plans (a Plan B) in case rain poured and 
ruined the occasion which had been painstakingly planned. To 
overcome this perennial problem, the then Principal, Mdm. Koh 
Tuat Guek, mooted the idea of building a roof cover over the 
existing basketball court. With the help of special allocations 
received from the Ministry of Education and funds raised by 
the School, the building of the MGSS Hall began in 2003. Ms. 
Josephine Chua, a renowned conservationist in Melaka, and her 
husband, Ir. Tan Hoon Keong, came to the fore to give their ex-
pert advice to the school, pro bono. The Hall was completed in 
2014 but there were hurdles that had to be overcome before the 
Certificate of Completion and Compliance (CCC) was finally 
obtained in February 2017.

Report submitted by:
Ms. Lim Ai Ling
Chairman, MGSS Melaka Board of Governors

29.08.2018
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Churches are normally shocked when news of ‘controversy’, 
especially if its discovered within their very own backyard 
finally surfaces and comes out to the open. As God’s church 
and its leaders are called to function as beacons of light and 
provide what the world outside is unable to offer; spiritual 
standards are high and requirements of morality much more 
stringent. As such, any unearthed ‘scandal’ within church cir-
cles becomes alarming and is often sensationalized, especial-
ly when a prominent church leader or a pastor is involved. 

Though we may not have the ability to influence the outcome 
of how the ‘scandal’ will eventually unfold, how we choose 
to respond is important. This is because, it directly involves 
a precious child of God for whom He has shed His blood 
and continues to love dearly. We must always ensure that we 
remain on God’s redemptive side and never let the devil win 
although he has, for a time, knocked down one among us. 
How do we ensure that we are on God’s side and not the side 
of the enemy who is actually bent on getting us down too?

1.	 Be slow to jump into conclusions.
	 Be careful of our initial response. There are two main 

ways that we could actually be jumping to wrong conclu-
sions without knowing the actual truth. Firstly, by calling 
it a conspiracy. We think that somehow, someone has set 
the person up. We think that the person could never do 
wrong even when proof is presented. Secondly, by call-
ing it a cover-up. We assume that surely there must be 
more to what has come out and someone is trying to hide 
something. While it is not wrong to be sceptical, it would 
be better if we reserved our comments until all the necces-
sary investigations are completed.

2. 	Be slow to judge.
	 Even if the person is eventually found to be guilty, the 

Bible cautions us against judging others. We find this in 
Luke 6:37, ‘Do not judge and you will not be judged. Do 
not condemn and you will not be condemned.’ We also 
read in James 4:12, ‘There is only one lawgiver and judge, 
the one who is able to save and destroy. But you, who are 
you, to judge your neighbour’. We need to be careful what 
we conclude about others within our own hearts because 
God will use the same measure that we have used for oth-
ers (Luke 6:38).

3. 	We ourselves may not be above reproach.
	 Although we may be conscious of our own shortcomings, 

it may be possible for us to think that we are somehow 

better than the person who has now been exposed. Again, 
the Bible cautions us in Romans 12:3, ‘ For by the grace 
given me I say to everyone of you, do not think of your-
self more highly than you ought...’ We must always resist 
the temptation to become proud, which takes root when 
we inadvertently begin to consider ourselves as being bet-
ter than those whose scandals have now become public.

4. 	Be careful of gossiping.
	 Bible warns us about gossip. In Proverbs 17:9 we read, 

‘He who covers an offence promotes love but he who 
repeats the matter separates close friends’. Gossiping 
eventually tarnishes a person’s reputation as those with 
ill intent will want to use it to exaggerate the matter. Gos-
sip also opens room for nasty comments that maliciously 
deride the person. We need to be really careful as we will 
be accountable to God for every word we speak (Matthew 
12:36), especially if it is spoken against God’s anointed. 
Moreover, if the person concerned is eventually exone- 
rated, those who had gossiped would now have to bear the 
sin of being a false witness.

5. 	Be careful not to generalize.
	 The temptation to generalize must be avoided at all costs. 

Just because someone has erred in their judgement, we 
must not generalize and conclude that everyone in au-
thority is now wrong. If the matter involves a pastor, we 
should never think that henceforth no pastor should be 
trusted. When we harbour a suspicious view of those in 
authority, the devil may use it to undermine our submis-
sion by eroding our trust, which is crucial for any relation-
ship. It will short-circuit the plans of God who intends to 
use those in authority to be a blessing to us.

Rev Dennis Raj
Tamil Annul Conference

Shocking News About Someone?  
Don’t Let The Devil Win

(Part 1 of 2)
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Features News from SCAC

19 August 2018. Today we celebrate Youth Sunday in Tri- 
nity Methodist Church, Kuching. The Youth will not exist 
without our parents, so therefore, I will use the acronym 
P.A.R.E.N.T.S. to share with you more about Trinity Youth.

P – Parents
On the behalf of the Trinity Youth, we would like to 
thank our most wonderful parents for being our big-
gest supporter. It is a big deal for us. Thank you for tak-
ing time to send us to youth meetings and activities. It 
means a lot to us, because at the youth gatherings, we can 
meet our friends and have fun. For all you do, thank you. 

A – Along
I would like to represent the Youth to ask all of you to walk 
along with us. We not only need our own parents, but for all 
the adults in the church, the brothers, sisters, uncles, aunties, 
and even the grandparents to walk along with us in this jour-
ney of faith.

R – Run the Race
Hebrew 12: 1 – 3 part of which says “let us run with perse-
verance the race marked out for us”. The moment we accept 
Jesus as our personal Savior and Lord, and the King of our 
lives, we start a race. This race is not an easy race. We might 
look like we are calm in the church, but we are struggle in 
the world out there. Please pray for us and help us run this 
race. If you haven’t accepted Christ as your personal Savior 
and Lord, please talk to our pastors, and let us run this race 
together.

E – Enthusiastic
The youth are a bunch of enthusiastic, excited, energetic lit-
tle adults. Sometimes, we might annoy you with our loud 
voices, non-stop chatter and shrieking laughs, but please 
bear with us until we grow out of it.

N – Nurture
In youth, you might think that we play games every week.  
But no, we don’t. We also have bible studies, at least twice a 
month.  At this point, I want to say thank you to all the advisors 
for really, really taking good care of us, not only physically 
but also spiritually. I am also saying this to assure the parents 
out there, that your children are safe with us in Trinity Youth. 

T – Talents
God has given each and every one of us gifts and talents. In 
Trinity Youth, we learn to polish these talents. For example, 
if a youth have talent in music, he can join the worship team 
and from there, he can polish his talents and use it to glorify 
God’s name.

Thank you to our parents and advisors for being our biggest  
supporter

Enthusiastic, excited, energetic bunch… joining community  
programmes e.g. raising funds in Breakthrough ministry is  
also part of our activities

Group discussion and bible study is part of Trinity Youth’s  
programme

P.A.R.E.N.T.S. (Youth Sunday)
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S – Serve
God did not given us talents for nothing but He gave us ta- 
lents to serve him and to glorify Him. We as the Youth, we 
serve in different ministries. For example our ushering team 
as well as our worship team. In the youth, being able to help 
out in the different ministries of the church really makes us 
feel at home.

These are somethings that we do in Trinity Youth. When your 
kids approaches the age of 12, they are most welcomed to 
join us. See you every Saturday night, 7.30pm at the Chapel 
of the Good Samaritan.

By Stephen Noel
Trinity Youth, Trinity Methodist Church, Kuching

Using our talents in leading Praise and Worship in the Main Church We also learn to serve in the community works like repairing the 
roads and building houses for the unfortunate.
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Features News from TRAC

SIAC and PMSM Youth Mission Trip 
to Myanmar 

A combined team of young people from the SIAC and PMSM 
went to Myanmar for a mission trip. This team comprised 7 
youths from SIAC and 5 youths from PMSM. They were 
led by Rev. and Mrs. Christopher Rao from Wesley Metho- 
dist Church Teluk Intan and Mr. and Mrs. Hon Seong Lim 
from Wesley Methodist Church Kepong. 2 adult pastors from 
PMSM also accompanied them.

The objectives of this trip are as follows:

1.	 Provide cross-cultural mission exposure to the indige-
nous youths.

2.	 Provide opportunities for ministries in a cross-cultural 
setting.

3.	 Provide opportunities for interactions between youths 
from different cultural backgrounds.

The trip was initiated by the Bishop’s office and was car-
ried out in collaboration with the Bishop of Lower Myanmar 
Methodist Church’s Office in Yangon. The newly elected 
Bishop together with the Pastors’ of the Lower Myanmar 
Methodist Church gracious hosted and participated in the 
various programmes which were carried out.

Based in Yangon, the team also ministered in the neighbour-
ing towns of Dala, Bago and Thanylin. Their activities in-
cluded meeting up with youths from different tribal groups, 
sharing of testimonies from youths of both countries, preach-
ing in worship services and finally praying and fellowship-
ping with each other.

Our youths were blessed by the worshipful devotion and pos-
ture of Myanmar youths. Many of them were impacted by 
the seriousness and commitment of the Myanmar youths in 
worshipping God and hearing the Word. One of our youths 
from PMSM, Shafida, noted that unlike the local youths in 
her church, Myanmar youths were very serious in worship-
ping God. She was amazed at the ‘focus and concentration’ 
given at the time of worship. She said she would like to bring 
that back to the youths in her village.

Through their interactions and ministry amongst the Myan-
mar people, many of our young missionaries grew a heart for 
them. Being able to pray, worship, and serve together left a 
deep impact amongst our young people.

Rev. Christopher noted that he was pleasantly surprised  to 
see how our youths blended so well and naturally with Myan- 
mar Youths. Many of them indicated that they felt at home 

and comfortable relating to the Myanmarese. He believed 
that their presence was also a blessing for the Myanmar 
youths. It gave them the opportunity to bring their youths  
together and to do something that would empower their 
young people.

Pastor Christopher also noted that the trip gave our youths 
the opportunity to be exposed to youths from a different 
background. He noted that youths learn much more quickly 
when there was a good and healthy peer influence.

Above all, the whole team thanked God, who gave them 
much favour in the eyes of their fellow Myanmar brothers 
and sisters. They felt that the top leadership of the Myanmar 
church showed them so much of support that they were truly 
blessed. They also thanked God for the adults in the team 
who facilitated mentoring team members on a ‘one-to-one’ 
basis and provided logistic support for the team to function 
effectively.

By Rev. Christopher Rao
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Kota Kinabalu Methodist Preaching Centre

One Step Forward in Realizing the 
Mission of the Church 

“Trials and problems are not obstacles; they are ways for 
God to show us His power and grace”. This statement was 
experienced by members of the Bahasa Malaysia Ministry of 
SPAC, who though lacking much and feeling weak at times, 
were able to start a new BM ministry. It was all due to God’s  
grace. The 11th of August 2018 was a historical day for the 
BM ministry as a new church was opened – the Kota Kina-
balu Methodist Preaching Centre (KKMPC).

The opening ceremony was conducted by Bishop Dr. Ong 
Hwai Teik and President Dr. Hii Kong Hock, the SPAC Presi- 
dent. Also in attendance were the district superintendents of 
the BM ministry and the West Sabah District together with 
about 60 church members and representatives from the Chi-
nese and English Speaking Methodist churches.

KKMPC is situated in Asia City at the Centre of the City of 
Kota Kinabalu. It is located in a strategic place so as to reach 
many people especially the younger generation. Through the 
leadership of Rev. Effindy Pengiran and assisted by Pastor 
Fionalisa E. Aldrin, we pray that this ministry will grow and 
be a blessing to the surrounding communities.

The vision of expanding the BM ministry in the city was 
shared at the 2017 Annual Conference Session. In this shar-
ing, Bishop Ong Hwai Teik made an Episcopal Directed 
Fund contribution of RM50,000. Together with the contri-
butions of others as well, this premise was realized and de- 
dicated to the Lord. The process of renovation began from 
the month of December 2017 and the church began it’s wor-
ship service on the 18th of March, 2018. President Hii was 
also in attendance on that day.

At the opening ceremony, Bishop Ong Hwai Teik shared 
from John 10:15-16. He urged all the members of the church 
to seek out God’s lost sheep who were missing and to be-
come a church that shines God’s love in order for God’s 
sheep to hear his voice.

The opening ceremony ended at 5.30pm. It is hoped that this 
Opening Ceremony will be the beginning for a ministry that 
will grow and bear fruit for the glory of the Name of God.

By Pastor Fionalisa
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