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Speech at Beautiful Gate [CAC] 
Dedication - 3 March 2019

By Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

It is a joy to be at this joyous and auspicious occasion of the 
dedication of the Beautiful Gate Centre.

I bring greetings, best wishes and warmest congratulations of 
the Methodist Church in Malaysia Family to this celebration. 

We are indeed most thankful to Almighty God for this mi- 
nistry that has touched many lives. We have witnessed the 
progress and growth of the Beautiful Gate ministry, with its 
establishment of 8 such Centres.

We thank the many CAC churches, individuals, 17 NGOs 
(including Christian ones), companies and corporations who 
have given financial support as well as help rendered in va- 
rious ways in making today’s celebration possible.

1.	 The 1st reason why the Methodist Church in Malaysia 
carries out this Beautiful Gate Foundation Ministry is be-
cause of our biblical roots.

A.	 Caring And Giving is rooted in God’s very being. 
He is The God Of Compassion as seen in the Old Tes-
tament: An important image of God in the Bible is that 
of parent or father. God is Father. He is the responsible 
Creator who has a bond of love with His creation, es-
pecially humankind that is made after His own image. 
Our Father God especially cares for those in need: in the 
Old Testament world the most needy and vulnerable in 
society were the widows, orphans and aliens/migrants.  
ESV Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor 
lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed. 
NIV Proverbs 19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to 
the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.
When we carry out good deeds especially to the needy 
and the poor – we become salt and light for God in touch-
ing, transforming, bringing needed help and awaited 
healing for those in need.

B.	 He is the GOD of healing in the New Testament:
The New Testament continues this same active theme as 
it is filled with the explicit demonstrated life of compas-
sion of the Lord Jesus Christ as He met the needs of body, 
mind and spirit of the people around Him. The needs of 
body, mind and spirit of the people around us have not 
changed. We witness the countless cases of how the Lord 
Jesus healed the scarred bodies of lepers, gave sight to 
the blind eyes of Bartimeus, freed Mary Magdalene 
from 7 evil spirits, delivered the guilty conscience of a 

rich tax collector like Zacchaeus, as He told them that the 
power of the Kingdom of GOD/ Heaven was upon them. 
We, the Church, follow in the footsteps of our Beloved 
Saviour and Master in fulfilling the mission He came to 
fulfil: NLT Luke 4:17 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was 
handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where this was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be 
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will 
be set free, 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has 
come.”

2.	 The second reason why the Methodist Church in Malaysia 
does this is because of our historical roots. The Metho- 
dist Church was founded by Rev John Wesley [1703-
1791]. John Wesley in 18th Century England was well 
known for His outspoken resistance to the slave trade, 
alcohol traffic, excessive interests charged to the poor.

	 He undertook advocacy for the poor in education. He 
started and superintended schools and orphanages, sup-
ported women preachers and their rights, and helped to 
relieve the sick. He also pioneered the electric shock 
treatment for the mentally ill, dealt with alcohol abuse 
severely, advocated prison reform, was involved in the 
abolition of slavery; and administered aid charities.
John Wesley wrote one of the all-time bestselling me- 
dical texts titled Primitive Physick that went through 32 
editions, making it one of the most widely read books in 
England. Because of his charitable nature he died poor, 
having lived by his own convictions: ‘Do all the good 
you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you 
can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” The 
second is -“Earn all you can, give all you can, save all 
you can”.

3.	 We are glad that today, in the Methodist Church in Ma-
laysia – our caring and giving continues to be root-
ed in God’s very being as the God of compassion, and 
founded on the great historical heritage of the Methodist 
Church left to us by God’s servant John Wesley. Today, 
our Methodist Churches in Malaysia, amongst many of 
our social outreach work are Prison Ministry, Homes and 
Caring for the elderly, Orphanages and Homes and tui-
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tion centres for poor children especially in Sibu, Bintulu, 
KK, Drug Rehabilitation Centre, Health Clinic Sessions, 
free legal clinics, 69 Mission Schools, 2 Private Col-
leges and 6 private schools, operating Dialysis Centres, 
our Methodist Education Foundation [with text exemp-
tion status] gave grants to 128 students amounting to  
RM 375,275 in 2018. We thank the Lord for the Minis-
try Of Beautiful Gate –  that continues to minister in the 
healing name of  Jesus Christ.

4.	 We continue to minister in this wonderful name that pro-
vides blessings. He supplies our needs to facilitate this 
ministry and gives us the success of our labour. In the 
words of King Solomon, the wise king who is attributed 
to writing only 2 Psalms, Ps 127 and Ps 72. ESV Psalm 
127:1 a song of ascents of solomon. “Unless the LORD 
builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Un-
less the LORD watches over the city, the watchman 
stays awake in vain.” His father King David, a very able 
soldier, talented musician, a man of valour and bravery, 
full of charisma/ magnetism/ appeal and surrounded by 
deeply loyal and very skilled soldiers/ warriors – said the 
same thing in another way in Ps 124. NLT Psalm 124:1 
“What if the LORD had not been on our side? Let all 
Israel repeat: We thank the lord – he is on our side be-
cause we have chosen to be on his side” – even as this 
ministry of Beautiful Gate is inspired by Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth and submitted to the Lordship and leading of 
the Holy Spirit:

5.	 Let me close with the words of John Wesley: “But if God 
be for you, who can be against you? Are all of them 
together stronger than God? O be not weary of well 
doing!” ― John Wesley 

    	 And so today as we dedicate this building and ministry of 
the Beautiful Gate Foundation, we dedicate ourselves to 
“Be Not Weary Of Well Doing”! AMEN.
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Features News from TAC

Your Responsibility As A Methodist
— Rev. Dr. A. E. Joseph



8

Features News from SCAC

United in Vision, Advancing Christ

Kuching – Rev. Dr. Khoo Ho Peng launched the Sarawak State 
Council, The Boys’ Brigade In Malaysia, inaugural theme during 
the 2019 AGM at Blessed Sacrament Church from March 1-2.

The newly drawn up biennial theme, ‘United in Vision, Advan- 
cing Christ’, was approved by the State Executive Committee 
last year. It is guided by the Bible verse taken from Romans 15:6 
(so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ).

Rev. Dr. Khoo, who is also the State Chaplain, in his exhorta-
tion, emphasized on the importance of having a theme as it helps 
to focus on vision. “When you are in the Boys’ Brigade long 
enough, you may tend to forget your objective/goals. It takes 
years to internalize your sense of purpose. Any Christian organi- 
zation will face the common danger of turning into a social 
club,” he cautioned.

Using John 17:11, 20-23, he stressed that unity matters to God, 
and unity is not uniformity. “Be united in BB’s vision and seek 
to be faithful in your respective mission field. Without unity, 
we will not go far. Any organization will disintegrate without 
unity.”

He further explained by analogy: “Imagine BB as a ship. 
Though there are many rooms and compartments (opinions) but 
ultimately, it’s the ship deck (God’s Kingdom) that forms the 
permanent covering. We come from diverse backgrounds. We 
must preserve unity since we are called to service.”

Continuing his exhortation, Rev. Dr. Khoo underscored three 
key essentials; Leaders must sincerely care for each other, BB’s 
good relationship with the Sponsoring Church, Leaders who tru-
ly serve Christ.

Rev. Dr. Khoo also encouraged the BB Officers to seize the mo-
ment and open more harvest fields specifically to the indigenous 
youth in the rural and urban areas.

In conclusion, Rev. Dr. Khoo reminded the Officers of the po- 
wer and promise of the Holy Spirit (John 14:15-17, Acts 1:8). 
“In our ministry, you are the spiritual leaders and you will need 
The Holy Spirit to advance God’s Kingdom.”

Day 1, Officers’ Conference
Capt. Clement Sii of 11th Kuching Coy (Sponsoring Church - 
Blessed Sacrament Church) was introduced by State Training 
Chairman Lt. Aaron Tieng Shiaw Harng. He was invited to say 
a few words. For the first time, a Roman Catholic Church played 
host to the State AGM venue.

Captain Sii, a former Officer of 2nd Kuching, warmly wel-
comed all the Officers present. He then invited Rev. Fr. Fe-
lix Au, the Chaplain of 11th Kuching, to welcome the parti- 
cipants. In his short message, the charismatic and likeable priest 
praised Capt. Sii and his team of Officers for their commitment 

BB Mindset I (Serving as BB Officer) Session by State Commissioner Hon. 
Capt. Hii King Ong. Photo credit - Lt. James TC Wong, 4th Miri Coy
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and enthusiasm. “We are starting to see this ministry bearing 
fruits already,” he encouraged his Coy. “Keep up the good 
work.”

This year, a record-breaking 38 out of 42 Companies in Sarawak 
represented by 86 Officers and Helpers attended the AGM.

The sessions in the Officers’ Conference were: BB Mindset I 
(Serving as BB Officer) – by State Commissioner Hon. Capt. 
Hii King Ong, BB Mindset II (Serving Together) – Lt. David 
Wong Siew Ling, BB Mindset III (Why, How and What) – by 
Lt. Aaron Tieng Shiaw Harng , Challenges and Blessings as BB 
Officer – by Lt. Aaron Tieng Shiaw Harng and BB Protocols and 
Traditions – by Hon. Capt. Joseph Tin, Honorary State Com-
missioner.

Day 2, AGM
The last day’s programme was packed from morning to night. 
Sessions included BB Alumni overview, Extension Works, Re-
source-sharing, BBM Constitution, Exhortation by State Chap-
lain, BBM Pre-Juniors and Junior Board Matters, State Camp, 
BB Love Box, State Training, Budget, and followed by State 
AGM were held in the evening.

Important highlights of the AGM included the election of the 
State Commissioner and appointment of State Executive Mem-
bers for the new two-year term, 2019-2020. Hon. Capt. Hii King 
Ong returned uncontested as State Commissioner.

The State Executive Members also retained their respective 
posts: Rev. Dr. Khoo Ho Peng (State Chaplain), Hon. Capt. Lo 
Hoi Fook (Hon. Commissioner), Hon. Capt. Joseph Tin Kiew 
Seng (Hon. Commissioner), Capt. Edmund Wong Kiing Sung 
(Deputy Commissioner), Hon. Capt. Guang Chin Tung (Dep-
uty Commissioner), Hon. Capt. Lawrence Wong Ching Tuong 
(Deputy Commissioner), Hon. Capt. Roseline Lee Chai Ngit 
(State Secretary), Lt. Linda Ting Pick Sieng (State Treasurer), 
Lt. Aaron Tieng Shiaw Harng (State Training Chairman), Capt. 
Sim Tze Sian (State Chairman, Social Welfare and Community 
Service), Lt. Hu Wei Ung (State Executive Secretary).

Awards
Junior Gold Award – presented by Rev. Fr. Felix Au
L/Cpl. Ivan Jong Zhen Yin (2nd Kuching), Pte. John Reuben Sim 

Kiang Yong (2nd Kuching), Jordon Foo Toon Chiat (2nd Kuching)
Officers Service Medal – presented by State Chaplain Rev. Dr. 
Khoo Ho Peng
Bronze Service Medal - Lt. Donny Lau Song Fu (7th Kuching), 
Lt. Chia Jia Jen (7th Kuching), Lt. Mike Wong Kee Ing (4th Sibu)
Silver Service Medal - Capt. Wong Pak Ing (4th Sibu)
Officer Training Program Purple Award - Lt. Mike Wong Kee 
Ing (4th Sibu)

Appreciation
State Commissioner Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong presented a love 
gift to Mr. Thomas Ting, Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil, Blessed Sacrament Church.

2020 AGM
Next year’s AGM will be in Mukah from March 6-7.

By Lt. James TC Wong, 
4th Miri Coy

Junior Gold Award – presented by Rev. Fr. Felix Au of Blessed Sacrament 
Church to L/Cpl. Ivan Jong Zhen Yin (2nd Kuching).  

Photo credit - Lt. James TC Wong, 4th Miri Coy

State Commissioner Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong presented a love gift to  
Mr. Thomas Ting, Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council,  

Blessed Sacrament Church. Photo credit - Lt. James TC Wong, 4th Miri Coy

Unity, not uniformity - a reminder from State Chaplain Rev. Dr. Khoo Ho Peng 
to the participants. Photo credit - Lt. James TC Wong
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Features News from SIAC

Gereja Methodist Iban Miri

History
•	 Formed in 1984 to cater for Non English speaking mem-

bers.
•	 Originally started with 10 – 15 Families and now there are 

around 100 families.
•	 Prior to using the newly completed Church at Lutong, 

Miri, worship services were carried out in homes, Police 
Field Camp and Shop Lot allocated by SCAC Life Metho- 
dist church.

Background of church members
•	 About 80% of the members are those employed in offshore 

oil and gas companies, construction industries and those 
doing odd jobs.

•	 They reside around Tudan, Kampung Pasir, Sea-line, 
Kampung Api-Api, Pujut, Kerbau, Pujut Corner within the 
vicinity of the newly completed Church.

•	 Members are mainly from Sibu, Kapit, Sarikei, and Bin-
tangor Divisions looking for job opportunities in Miri.

Current Activities of the Church
• 	Sunday Worship Services every Sunday.
• 	Sunday School along with Sunday Worship Service.
• 	Monthly Bible Study. 
• 	Evangelism around Miri include visits to the hospital and 

to old age members homes, especially those who are not 
able to attend Sunday Services.

• 	Methodist Women Fellowship activities on a weekly basis.
• 	Youth weekly development program include praise and 

worship, music, etc.
• 	Organise Divisional Youth Camp periodically.
• 	Organise seminars and workshops.

The New Church
• 	The one acre piece of land was allocated by the State Go- 

vernment on 27.10.2010. It is located near Lutong.
• 	The Plan is to build;

(1) 	 a Church building with a main hall for worship servi- 
ces. It will also include pastors’ offices, prayer room, 
meeting room and 4 rooms for Sunday school and;

(2) 	 A pastor’s residence, an annex to the main building.
•	 Construction works commenced on 08th August, 2015  

after obtaining necessary approvals for the building plans.
• 	Church building was completed in September 2018 with 

bit of work remaining to be completed. 
• 	Dedication service was carried out by our Bishop Dr. Ong 

Hwai Teik on 16 Feb 2019.
• 	The pastor’s residence will be built upon securing suffi-

cient funds.
• 	Remaining works include fixtures and furniture for Sun-

day School classrooms, Prayer room and Meeting room 
and tiling work on the first floor.

• 	Total construction cost @ 31.1.19 - RM 1,804,952
• 	Total Funds collected @ 31.1.19 – RM 1,585,420
• 	Total Debt = RM 219,532.00 
• 	Estimated cost of remaining works.

(i) 	 Pastor’s residence – RM 300,000.
(ii) 	 Fixtures and furniture for class rooms for Sunday 

school, meeting rooms, prayer room and tiling of first 
floor – RM 50,000.

The New Church – (Sources of Funds)
• 	Sarawak State Government – allocation of land
• 	SCAC Churches
• 	Christian friends from Singapore
• 	SIAC Churches
• 	Monthly contribution and pledges from members
• 	Personal donation and contribution (in cash and materials)
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Church Activities

Photographs of New Church Building
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Reflection

Disciple – Under the Tree of Life

After some years of waiting, my wife Roseline and I fi-
nally got to join the Yellow Book Disciple Course after 
having completed the Red, Purple, and Green Books.

This year, DISCIPLE - Under The Tree of Life (Yellow Book) 
is facilitated by Pastor Linberg Wong of Agape Grace Methodist 
Church. In total, 13 participants enrolled.

To study this Book, one needs to have at least completed DIS-
CIPLE: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study (Red Book).

One is expected in terms of time and discipline, to invest 30 to 
45 minutes of daily reading and note-taking, to reflect and pray 
6 days a week, and participate in a two-and-a-half-hour weekly 
group study for 32 weeks.

Bishop Richard B. Wilke, who created The DISCIPLE Bible 
Study Series, has always said that the Disciple Study is not for 
information but for Transformation.

“A loving family is worth more than the whole wealth in the 
world. And we ought to learn from the Book of Ruth how we 
should take our family seriously and apply loyalty and loving- 
kindness,” commented participant Robert Ting, a Small Group 
Leader and Chairman of Agape Grace Methodist Church.

“Often family cohesiveness is not easy to maintain; what more 
about connections with our extended family? Effort and sacrifi- 
ces need to be made,” my wife expressed.

“I pray you all will be disciplined and stay faithful to complete 
the course,” encouraged Pastor Linberg. “Remember to do your 
daily reading and do not try to rush everything,” added the good 

shepherd.

A simple celebratory dinner was held in my home last evening 
before we commenced our first lesson. 

Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God. 
			         Ruth 1:16

By James TC Wong 

Intentional Rest
	          Faith is reason at rest in God.			 
	           (Charles Spurgeon)

IN WORD: On the surface, the grace life should be easy. All 
that’s required is belief in God’s mercy, His power to save, and 
His ability to sustain. But in fact the grace life is difficult, not 
because of the effort required, but because of our tendency to 
default back to what we can do for ourselves. We must inten-
tionally set our minds to live by faith.

The Galatians, for example, had problems balancing grace and 
works, and they had lapsed back into their traditional form of 
legalism. They knew they had been accepted by God in His 
mercy, but forgot that mercy was to sustain them daily. They 
tried to live their life in the Spirit by the strength of their flesh. 
That’s not God’s plan.

We do that too. We well understand that the blood of Jesus 
was spilled as payment for our sin, a holy sacrifice for an un-
holy race. We also understand that obedience is required of 
us. But when it comes to relating to God daily, we neglect our 

dependence on grace and revert to the self-reliance of our best 
performance. All of our obedience may be good and pleasing 
to Him, but only as an outcome of our dependence on His 
mercy, never as a means to earn it. His grace put us in good 
standing with Him; our good deeds are to be done out of love.

IN DEED: Regardless of how long you’ve been a Christian, 
your human nature will tempt you to revert to works. Saved by 
grace, you’ll be tempted to live by your ability to be righteous by 
your own efforts. You’ll do all sorts of gymnastics to get God’s 
approval and keep it—unless, that is, you remind yourself fre-
quently that Jesus won His approval and invited you into it by 
faith.

If you’re burdened by the Christian life, remember that just as 
God has given you grace for salvation, He will give you grace 
for obedience through faith. Live in dependence on God—for 
everything—and rest. The grace walk is relaxing when we 
learn it. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfect-
er of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), and be at peace.

He did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God   
	   Romans 4:20D

E
V

O
TI

O
N

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Devotion
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“Then I saw the new heaven and the new 
earth....” 			      – Rev. 21:1

“Love is just and kind. Love is not greedy 
and covetous. Love exploits no one; it takes 
no unearned gain; it gives more than it gets. 
Love does not break down the lives of others 
to make wealth for itself; it makes wealth to 
build the life of all. Love enriches all men, 
educates all men; gladdens all men.”

– Walter Rauschenbusch

“We hear too little of the Christian virtue of 
hope, the expectation of the triumph of the 
right and true......We need to be encouraged 
by news of the progress of the kingdom of 
God in........the rising spirit of brotherhood, 
the strength of social sympathy amongst 
men of earnest spirit.” 
		        – Malcolm Spencer

“This very earth, now outraged by wars and 
clouded by armaments, might be an earth of 
peace and good will. These cities........that 
now sprawl like rubbish heaps might really 
by human homes, light and bright and sound 
and lovable........Commerce might be a net-
work of intelligent co-operation instead of a 
savage strife of competitive interests. Trade 
might be open and honest and human-heart-
ed. Wealth might be tempered, thoughtful, 
widespread, and sacrificial. The nation 
might be of one heart and one mind. And all 
men and women might find themselves free 
in a free land which was their own.”

– H. Scott Holland

“To make the world what Christ would have 
it be;

To set the people free, as he is free;
To make the kingdoms of the world his own,
Choose him for King, and set him on the 

throne,
Whose rule is love, who laid his power away
That he might learn by suffering to obey,
Democracy informed by God our aim;
No lesser destiny the peoples claim.
No headless blundering body e’er sufficed;
Our Head, by whom we live and move, is 

Christ.”
– The Commonwealth

“We must discover as never before what is 
involved in securing abundant life for the 
unpaid worker, for the slum dweller, for 
the man of colour—for every living per-
son. When we have made this discovery, 
we shall be faced with the necessity of 
formulating and delivering a gospel more 
prophetic and daring than in any previous 
day. But we must undertake the ministry of 
this gospel without hesitation, since only in 
utter loyalty to such truth as our age affords 
can we find our salvation.”

–Toward The New World

“........he was waiting for the City with its 
fixed foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God.”		             – Hebrews 11:10

“Go, preach, the Kingdom is at hand,
The King is at the gate,

Go, sound the news in every land,
He comes for whom I wait.

He comes with lightning and in wrath,
He follows down the sea,

He sweeps the briars from his path,
To set the captives free.

He comes with laughter in his eyes
Soft as the yellow dews,

And hungry children hush their cries
To shout the glad, good news.

He comes, he comes with healing balm
For all the hurts of men

He comes, he comes with peace and calm
Where all the wars have been.

Sound bugles, sound in golden flood,
His reign that shall not cease.

He comes to make of all one blood,
Triumphant Prince of Peace.”

“When ye see these things come to pass 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
hand.”			    – Luke 21:31

Prayer:
“Almighty God, ceaseless Creator of the 
ever-changing world, help us in the spirit of 
our Lord’s Prayer to build the kind of world 
which will tend to make men good. Lead 
us into that co-operative commonwealth of 
God in which all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed. Increase our faith in Thee, 

O God, and in a moral universe that we 
may have grace to seek these ends by moral 
means. Through the spiritual compulsions 
of sacrificial love, by the power of the cross, 
may Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth. In the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.”

– James Myers

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 48 No. 1
January 1938

Essay Hari Ini Dalam Sejarah Methodist 
Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

A New Social Order — A Meditation 
H. B. A.
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