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Adapted from the Message delivered at the launching of the 2nd Klang Valley

Trinity Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya, 28 August 2019.

WHY THIS PUBLIC DECLARATION OF GOD’S WORD
IS SO IMPORTANT

The Pharisees in the “Triumphal Entry” passage of Luke 19:37-
40 had stridently told the Lord Jesus to rebuke His disciples
who “began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all
the mighty works that they had seen”. The revealing reply that
He gave was - “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones
would cry out.”

Similarly, even if we do not read aloud the Bible, it does not
change the fact that the attestation and authenticity of this truth
remains unchanging — its veracity and legitimacy being borne
out by “witnesses” other than human utterance!

God’s people have gathered in different locations in Malaysia
over this Merdeka Day Weekend to read and declare God’s
Word aloud, seeking God’s truth and blessing to be over this
beloved nation of ours.

Why is this public reading of the Bible so important?
There are at least four reasons.

1. The Bible has significance of historical proportion. The Bi-
ble contains the sovereign holy will of God whereby the be-
ginning and final fate of our world as He has determined will
come to pass. This includes the Second Coming of Christ in
which the new heaven and earth will be established.

Granted that now “we see dimly” and “know only in part” —
but then enough had been revealed about the script of where
and how the “movie of the history of our world” will end
one day.

We declare God’s sovereign will to all creation, that we
must “act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our
God” [Micah 6:8] as prescribed by the Author of the script
of Earth’s history. So that no matter how overpowering the
threats posed by the politics of powerful nations in adver-
sity, the mind-boggling capacity of nuclear weapons, the
technological inventions and scientific breakthroughs that
challenge ethical norms, and economic developments and
advancement that are soulless — His “history script” - will
stand forever as declared by Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers
and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands for-
ever”.

2. The Bible has cosmic significance for glorifying God in the
“heavenly realm” of spiritual “principalities and powers”.
The Bible contains the truth of God’s “undefeatable” plan
from eternity - to reveal His unsearchable riches in Christ to

the Gentiles. The Gentiles are also partakers of the promise
of salvation in Christ Jesus through the gospel [Eph 3: 5-6].
This hitherto mystery has “now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit”.

Paul, at the same time, says “through the church the ma-
nifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places” [Eph 3:10].
This divine wisdom “is primarily the wisdom it took to de-
vise a plan of redemption as great as this: a plan to unite and
glorify Jew and Gentile, contrary to all human expectation,
by the horrible death of the mighty Messiah” [John Piper]
and its successful implementation and results. This verse
tells us of the grandeur of the mission of the church. The
Church on earth may feel hard-pressed and in the minori-
ty but we must never forget the cosmic significance of the
Church which is beyond the terrestrial.

As we read the Bible aloud, we are once again proclaim-
ing and glorifying God to the unseen cosmic realm enemies
of His “manifold wisdom”. This is the revealed wondrous
and undefeatable purpose of the Good News of salvation in
Christ Jesus that embraces, unites and restores our broken
world - so that “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or

free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus”

[T Galatians 3:28].

We glorify the cosmic Ruler as the cosmic Church in which
the “gates of hell cannot prevail against” [Matt 16:18] -
under the banner of the eternal and “unchallengeable”
authority of the Sovereign Ruler of the universe!

The Bible has significance for personal transformation. We
are not only declaring the hope available for the transforma-
tion of the sinful fallen human nature but also that there is
actual power to bring this to pass. This we read in T He-
brews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is
sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between
soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our
innermost thoughts and desires.

As we read the Bible aloud, we are declaring the available
living power for transformation of lives in our nation — that
God’s Word will spread and effect changes in the young and
old, male and female, the rich and the poor, the weak and the
powerful, the sojourners and the citizens, inside and outside
of the church. Only the Word of God has divine authority
and only the Word of God awakens life in sinners - super-
naturally.




4. The Bible has significance for worship. Worship is rooted
in WHO GOD IS — the Bible asserts this clearly. This is
seen especially in the names and dealings of this Holy and
Almighty God. We shall proclaim what the wondrous God
Whom we cannot but worship, Who is responsible for the
great miracles of the crossing of the Red Sea, the sun stand-
ing still as Joshua battled the Amalekites, the Virgin Birth,
the Resurrection of Christ etc.

In our Bible reading marathon - we shall proclaim why we
worship this Sovereign and Holy God as revealed by His
names.

He is Elohim [Genesis 1:1] —referring to God’s incredible pow-
er and immeasurable might. He is the One and only God. Who
in the “Beginning... created the heavens and the earth.”

He is Yahweh — “The Lord” — the self-existing eternal great
“I Am” [Exo 3:13-14] - from the verb which means to “exist,”
“be.” He is responsible for all that exists but Himself dwells in
eternity. He is the Absolute self-existent One that means God
does not depend on anyone or anything for His existence or sus-
tenance.

He is Abba [Gal 4:6] — the most intimate form of God’s name,
demonstrating the character of the ultimate, faultless Father,
Who is lovingly ever-present in our lives to provide protection,
security and unconditional love.

He is El Elyon [Ps 7:17], the “God Most High” — revealing that
He is the supreme cosmic God Who is above all principalities
and powers, that nothing in life is more sacred. He reigns su-
preme, even if there are those who are deemed as “gods”.

He is El Roi [Gen 16:13] - “The God Who Sees” with kind-
ness and care. He is the one who sees us when we feel lonely
and abandoned. He sees the situations and affairs of people, and
knows when they feel displaced, misplaced and out of place in
life.

He is El Shaddai [Ps 91:1] which means “God Almighty” (Sep-
tuagint - Deus Omnipotens in Latin). Another view says it is
derived from the Hebrew word meaning “enough, sufficient,
sufficiency”. No wonder Paul says he would boast all the more
gladly of his weaknesses because he had heard our El Shaddai
God say to him — “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” [2 Cor 12:9].

He is Yahweh Jireh [Gen 22:14] — “The Lord will Provide”
— the faithful, generous and not petty God Whom churches cele-
brate with thanksgiving from anniversary to anniversary!

He is Yahweh Nissi [Exo 17:15] - “The Lord Is my Banner”.
He gives leadership, covering, protection and deliverance for
His people. He is the One Who makes the Church a minority
with a majority status!

He is Jehovah Rapha [Exo 15:26] — the “Healer” [The Lord
who heals you]. He is the compassionate God Who knows we
are in need of healing, including our land, Malaysia. This name
brings untold comfort and hope to many suffering illness, bro-

kenness, or painful circumstances. This God knows and under-
stands we are in need of help, as we live in a broken world.

He is Yahweh Shalom [Judges 6:24] - “The Lord is Peace” —
the only One capable and willing to give us the peace that passes
all of our own understanding, beyond all that the world can give
to us. The common western definition of peace is the absence of
conflict or war but in Hebrew it means so much more. The root
word for “shalom” means, “to be safe in mind, body, or estate.”
It speaks of completeness, fullness, or a type of wholeness that
encourages you to give back, to generously re-pay, so that in the
middle-eastern context, the greeting “shalom” means “may you
be full of well-being” —so as to overflow and bless others.

The context of the Aaronic blessing was one of war, as Israel
went out to conquer the Promised Land. Numbers 6:23-26 states
- “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall bless
the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: The LORD bless you,
and keep you; The LORD make His face shine on you, And be
gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance on you, And
give you peace.””

This Aaronic Benediction would not make sense, if peace means
“the absence of war” as they would soon be in battle. Rather
God was referring to an inner peace and a sense of complete
well-being brought on by His face favourably shining upon His
people, and His countenance of approval that extends His pro-
tection. That was the blessing that Isracl needed as they scarcely
experienced times of “outward peace”, that even in the midst of
battles in the tumultuous voyage of life, they were to have an
inward rest brought on by the presence of the Lord, regardless
of the outward circumstance. That should be so for each of us
as well!

When we read out God’s Word we declare Who He is — the
Sovereign Author of the Script of History, the Cosmic Ruler
of seen and unseen realms, the Powerful Transformer of lives,
and the Only One to be worshipped.

So whatever the situations and appearances around us may be -
let us now proceed to read aloud the Bible which is the everlast-
ing Word of God that is alive to all of creation and to all realms
seen and unseen!

I now declare the Second Bible Reading Marathon in Klang
Valley officially open IN THE NAME OF GOD THE FATHER
— the Source of all revelations, THE SON — the Living Word,
and the HOLY SPIRIT — the INSPIRER OF THE WRITTEN
WORD. Amen.

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik




Conference Lay Leaders speak on GCLC 2019

19-21 July 2019, Port Dickson Methodist Centre

“The church is a family of families. If we never have healthy families, then we will never have

healthy churches”. Scott T Brown

The church is God’s family and it consists of many biologi-
cal families. Strong families make strong churches. However,
many churches are losing their younger generations. It is a big
church issue but fundamentally the trend is due to the short-
fall in our family generational disciplemaking.

The family after God’s own heart is God intended. We thank
God that the recent General Conference Laity Convention at
Port Dickson from 18-20 July put the nearly 300 participants
in the right perspective in connecting church and family. It
was indeed timely for us to go deeper into the challenges
in our family ministry, particularly in redeeming our gene-
rations. We captured the notion of the urgency for family
transformation and rededication. All were challenged to play
our roles in national family reformation.

Recount God’s Master Plan

Family is the greatest masterpiece in God’s creation. In Ge-
nesis 1:27-28, when God created man and woman in His
image, He also spelt out His master plan “... be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” Marriage
and parenting are clearly in the creation plan. Parents are
deemed the prime nurturers of the next generation. In his
first talk on “Gospel Supremacy in Families to Build God’s
Kingdom”, Rev Moses Tey emphasized that the authenticity
of the gospel must be lived out at home. Family should be
the place for gospel experience and demonstration. Family is
the God-ordained institution for passing on and building of
faith from one generation to the next. Have we been fulfilling
the master plan of our creator both at home and as a church?

We have realized the seriousness of our inadequate family
ministry. We can no longer remain in self-denial of our short-
comings. It is time to rediscover and revitalize our family
ministry. In the busyness of our never ending church pro-
grams we have been neglectful in our family responsibilities
as a church, thus losing the younger generations. We need to
seek God’s forgiveness for our negligence in fulfilling His
master plan.

Realign to God’s Own Heart

We were really convicted by God when Bishop Ong led us in
repentance and sought God’s forgiveness before he started his
session “The Methodist Church Family.” We prayed for His

grace in guiding our church and family to remove our flaws
and replace them with reconciliatory measures and practical
strategy according to His own heart.

We must no longer try to champion our own ministry dreams
even with all our good intentions, without realizing that they
have been jeopardizing the very essence of God’s master plan
for our families. We have to realign our thoughts and plan to
that of God’s. Deuteronomy 6:7-8 is God’s instruction to the
families of His people. In Ephesians 6, Paul gave specific in-
structions on relationship between husband and wife, parents
and children. Generational disciplemaking is the standard and
the pattern given throughout Scripture.

I am not sure how many churches have been promoting
generational togetherness in church. On the other hand, are
we aware that our age-targeted and gender-segregating mi-
nistries have been fragmenting our families? Have we been
serious in working out the necessary paradigm shift in strate-
gizing the faith formation of our children and youths? Have
we not neglected the implementation of long-term genera-
tional disciplemaking? Not aligning to God’s own heart is
the reason for the crisis of losing our generations. From the
sharings during the concluding session, it was clear that the
participants had caught the principle in God’s perspective.

Capturing the 1-12 years Group

Many were stunned when Rev Moses Tey answered a ques-
tion raised on how we should bring back our wayward
youths to God. He gave a profound answer with a challenge.
“It causes your life to save our children’s life. The key issue
is ‘Are you willing?’ ” Are we willing to sacrifice ourselves
selflessly like Christ for our children’s sake? Are we willing
to put aside our pride, repent and even seek forgiveness from
our children, rebuild relationships with them and pray for
them?

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old
he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6. In his second talk,
“Urgency of Capturing the Next Generation While Young”,
Rev Moses Tey very clearly stressed that “a child” has to be
at the 1-12 year old age group. The life development of the
whole being starts from the beginning of life, be it physical,
social, emotional, psychological or intellectual. It is in the
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areas of spiritual or faith development at this age that shape
our children’s attitudes, values and character. It becomes
more intellectual when they enter the teenage stage. By then
it will be too late to shape them; even receptivity to the gospel
will be markedly reduced.

Most churches are investing heavily on the teenage or youth
ministry. No doubt it is important. But we have to admit that
it is an uphill task solving problems as a result of our in-
effective disciplemaking at home during their 1-12 years. It
is urgent! We need to capture this group now to avoid run-
ning into the crisis of losing another generation. An hour of
weekly Sunday school class at church is hardly adequate in
influencing the lives of our children. The church, together
with its revamped Sunday School ministry, needs to em-
power the parents and make the home to be the centres for
the growth of the Christian faith. It has to be home-centred
and church-supported.

Towards A Home-Centred Family Ministry

It is imperative for us to embrace a home-centred family
ministry. We have been stuck in the old pattern of teaching
the faith to the families. Can’t we discard the unhelpful pro-
gram and structure meant for a culture that does not exist
anymore? We must rethink generational disciplemaking and
change the status quo.

In his talk “How the Church Wins the Next Generation”, Rev
Moses Tey emphatically mentioned that the church should be
equipping and empowering the parents. Parents should not
only strengthen their own marriages but also be the primary
influencers in the faith formation of the next generation at
home. Other factors to be considered in creating a family-
friendly church include organizing intentional intergene-
rational activities, drawing parents into children and youth
ministries when their children are in these ministries, and
reducing our meetings and programs to free the parents and
children so that they can have more time at home with each
other.

Abel Cheah gave us great insight in his talk “The Family-
Oriented Church” on how a church shall engage with every-
one as part of the wider ‘church family’. The ‘Date My Mate’
event is a creative way of dating. Marriage enrichment retreat
is a ministry not to be missed. Being the National Coordina-
tor of Alpha Malaysia, he also introduced to us the Marriage
Preparation Course, The Marriage Course, The Parenting
Children Course and The Parenting Teenager Course. The
Sunday experience in church shall make everyone feel like
they have come “Home” as a big family. He strongly encou-
rages us to be innovative.

At times we can become frantic in chasing after the fads to
lure our children or teenagers to remain in church. Discipling
our younger generations has be relational, life impacting life
and disciple reproducing disciple, and homes are the most ef-
fective centres. We need to unlearn our “doing church” as an

institution, and relearn to be “being church and doing life,”
especially in the passing of our spiritual legacy.

God Moves beyond Reports

During the last session of our convention, we were shown
the statistics on the seriousness of the social problems in our
nation. Divorce rate is on the rise in Malaysia. There were
10,827 non-Muslim cases in 2018, including Christian cou-
ples. The prevalence of having sex among the teens is shock-
ing. 9.3% of form one students are sexually active while
some have multiple partners! There are 12 teenage pregnan-
cies per day out of wedlock and the highest is in Sarawak!
Mothers top the list of child abusers. Babies are dumped at
an alarming rate of three per week. All these negative social
ills is the result of dysfunctional families in our nation. The
Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development
has an enormous task in bringing about a much needed na-
tional family reformation.

Sadly speaking, the life values of teenagers and adults in
church are often indistinguishable from the world’s life va-
lues. We have no data on the divorce rate among Christian
couples locally but in the west it is not much better than the
rate among the non-Christians! In God’s mercy, Christian
families should fare better. We shall not be overwhelmed nor
be defeated by these disheartening reports. We believe our
God is still at work in our families and our nation. God moves
beyond reports. Besides focusing on our church families, our
church should rise up to be a significant partner in shaping
the nation’s family welfare as our social obligation to nation
building.

We need to bring back the positive impact of our church on
the family in this era. We must make parents aware of their
power and influence in strengthening families. It always
breaks my heart to hear that a couple married in church has
filed for divorce. Pre-marital counselling is important, but
post-marital mentoring is equally essential in order to reduce
the divorce rate. All too often, the troubled couples only seek
counselling after they have already decided to separate. The
church should equip spiritual parents to be mentors. Strong
marriages are vital to good parenting.

As a church, we should also offer free counselling to our
community too. Our helpline should be made known to the
public. We should invite families from our neighbourhood to
join our church family activities. Organizing marriage and
parenting courses for the public should be our obligation. Be-
sides prayer, these are the least we can do in national family
reformation.

As for Me and My Household

God said to the parents in Deuteronomy 6:7-8, “And these
words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to your children...” It is God’s
command, not a suggestion. It is not an option and it is non-
negotiable. Our church must play her role to partner with the
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home in the process of imparting the faith and values to our
children. Undoubtedly the primary shapers are the parents.

We must all put in our concerted efforts to strengthen our
family ministry at all levels from the Annual Conference to
our home, according to God’s design. May we all declare un-
hesitantly like Joshua in 24:15, “But as for me and my house-
hold, we will serve the Lord.”

Dr Wong Sung Ging
Conference Lay Leader
Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference
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Di Port Dickson Methodist Centre kena 19-21 Julai, 2019
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ol ** A ' Gambar bala pengari ari SIAC ti ngulo GCLC 2019 di Port Dickson Methodisf Center
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Puji Tuhan, sekali agi bala periman Gereja Methodist Malaysia
udah mujur ngator Aum Besai Periman 2019 di Methodist Cen-
tre, Port Dickson kena 19 ngagai 21 Julai, 2019.

Bisi 300 lebih pengari ari semua Aum Betaun (CAC, TRAC,
TAC, SCAC, SIAC, SAC) udah begelumu ba Aum Besai ke se-
kali tu ti berambai ka jaku “The Family After God’s Own Heart”
tauka “Sebilik ti Ngelantangka Ati Allah Taala.”

Leboh Aum Besai tu, SIAC udah nganjung 58 iko pengari ti
nyengkaum 7 iko paderi/pengajar enggau 51 iko bala periman.
President SIAC, Reverend Steward Damat enggau Tuai Periman
SIAC Mr. Jefri Ngalambai sama bisi ngulo Aum Besai ti diator
sekali dalam timpoh 4 taun.

Leboh maya Aum Besai tu, bisi 5 iko speaker ti udah bekunsi ka
jaku Tuhan enggau bala ti datai lalu batang pekara ti dikerandau
ka sidak berindik ari rambai jaku aum besai ke sekali tu, ianya
pasal Sebilik ti Ngelantangka Ati Allah Taala. Bala speaker nya
nyengkaum:-

(1)  Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik - The Methodist Church Family.
(i) Rev. Moses Tay - Gospel Supremacy in Families to Build

GC METHODIST LAITY CONVENTION
AUM BESAI PERIMAN Sl ESR BT AE
Gurg wBTLH F6nu

WhHsM  HaGausangs

God’s Kingdom, Urgency of Capturing the Next Genera-
tion while they are young and How God’s Kingdom Cap-
ture the Next Generation.

Mr. Abel Cheah — The Family Oriented Church.

YB Hannah Yeoh — The Church Family in The Nation

(iif)
(iv)

Bala pengari diberi peluang betanya lalu bekunsi ka penemu
pasal pekara ti dikerandau ka bala speaker lalu pia mega bisi
sesi ngagai tiap Aum Betaun nyerara ka penemu ari pengari diri
empu bekaul enggau randau ti dibantaika bala speaker.

Nitihka ti udah disebut Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik maya Aum
Besai, peluang baum bakatu meh dikena kitai besaum sereta
ngerapat ka agi kaul antara semua kitai bepun ari paderi-pen-
gajar, periman enggau pengereja enda kira umur bepelansarka
jaku ari Bup Kudus dalam Epesus 4:3 - Lalu enggau naka ulih
nyaga penyerakup dalam Roh ngena pemaik ti nanggam kita
semua.

Ditulis — Jefri Ngalambai
Conference Lay Leader
Sarawak Iban Annual Conference
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Members of the Methodist Church from all six Annual Con-
ferences attended the General Conference Laity Convention
(GCLC) in Port Dickson Methodist Centre. The theme was
The Family After God's Own Heart, and the message was again
the correlation of strong families leading to strong and healthy
churches.

In all the above, although the themes are the same (the WHY),
different expert speakers gave different viewpoints and ap-
proaches (the WHAT and HOW) to generational discipleship
according to their experiences and the environment they operat-
ed in. We have no reason to doubt their expertise and sincerity.
At the same time, we must understand that contexts may differ
from one church to another. If we just apply others’ approaches
(the WHAT and HOW) wholesale without taking into consider-
ation the characteristics and features of our own local individual
churches, we could run into conflicts and get demotivated easily.
Lots of discernment and innovative thinking required here, and
not just hoping for the Holy Grail.

Upon reflection, the following are my insights on family mi-
nistry. I try to align them with the vision of TRAC of Come,
Follow, Become Like Jesus. Indeed, the Board of Laity of TRAC
has put family ministry as the super priority in partnering pastors
to fulfill the TRAC Vision.

So where do generational discipleship and family ministry (I
use these two phrases interchangeably) come in? I look at it
as the pressing strategic issue many main stream churches are

facing today (the WHY): the missing generations of youth and
young adults from church, and this also applies to many Wes-
ley churches. Extending such observation into the future, the
succession problem will morph into crisis. In fact, Dr Martyn
Atkins, the 2008 General Secretary of the Methodist Conference
in UK, went so far as to say ‘A church that doesn’t make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ is 50 years from extinction wherever it is.’

Hopefully, the above explanation on the connections gives cla-
rity, excitement and motivation (the WHY) in our services and
contributions (the WHAT and HOW). There is a relevant com-
mon purpose for us all to collaborate and aim for (the WHY).
It helps us to prioritize on the areas of focus given our limited
resources, and the patience to persevere the journey. More spe-
cifically, how can the various ministries of church school, MYF,
BB, GB, MYAF, young parents, MW, and MSF work together
(through the WHAT and HOW relevant to the individual local
churches) in promoting generational discipleship and effective
family ministry to build stronger, healthier and growing Wesley
churches in the years ahead.

It makes sense why Dr. Ron Hunter, founder of the D6 Move-
ment in USA, called Family Ministry the ‘Umbrella Ministry’.

It is our reason for being (the WHY).

Dr. Yee Chow Boi
TRAC Southern District Lay Leader

Article by Mr Yong Siong Mew, Lay Leader of SAC
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“But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

Biological growth is an important aspect of church growth
besides conversion and transfer growth. As I listened to
Rev. Moses Tey preach on nurturing our children in spiritual
growth starting from infancy and the likelihood of produc-
ing ‘exemplar’ disciples of Christ, I could not agree more to
what he said.

The family unit is an integral part of the church family. A
happy marriage is the foundation of a blessed family. So,
premarital counseling is a prerequisite of all matrimonies
held in Mega CMC and sort of ‘compulsory’, no premarital
counseling, no wedding at church. The counselors usually a
couple, would journey with the newly wed for at least two
years.

Mega CMC is a very ‘productive’ church. Each year, we
have approximately 25 newly born babies and we encou-
rage infant baptism. Parents are tasked to provide Christian
education to their children at home. We encourage parents to
bring their children to Sunday school. And therefore, we put
in a lot of resources to our Sunday School. We set up a family
ministry to provide classes and support groups with the aim
of helping to build happy marriages and imparting parental
skills. Sex education is also conducted for parents and adults.

We design our Christian education to cover all age groups to
ensure there is no miss for any category; and a dedicated full

time ministry staff is assigned to each of these categories.

They may be summarized as follows:
Sunday school from toddler up to age 10,
Pre-teen for age 11 to 12

MIJYF for age 13 to 17

University and college fellowship
Working youth ministry

Young adult ministry (married youths)
Family groups

Senior people fellowship

Aside from these, we always encourage our brothers and
sisters to serve together as a family. Serving together will
also bond the family and thus bring unity and great family
experience in mission and ministry. Often times, we see fa-
milies growing stronger, closer and happier after they return
from mission trips. It was a moving sight seeing a young
couple carrying their infant and with another young kid in
tow knocking on the villager’s door and going from door to
door evangelising. It’s more encouraging when you see the
little boy sharing the gospel with the kid while his parents are
talking to the adults.

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it. ~ Proverbs 22:6

By Mr Jacob Lee
CAC Conference Lay Leader

On the whole, all the sessions were good but unfortunately, due
to lack of time we (the delegates) were unable to explore further.
That is one of the observations we would like to make here.

Bro. Moses’ sessions have given us much to think about espe-
cially challenges for church to consider. Bro. Abel Cheah’s ‘Date
the Mate” has surely caught much attention. The challenge for us
at Tamil Annual Conference, the Tamil churches, is how best we
can do something similar given the cultural and traditional back-
ground that at times can also be the baggage that holds us back.
But TAC is cognizant of the need of our young people to find
the right partners or spouse. In fact, on a lighter but similar note,
we have started in establishing a database of unmarried peo-
ple and we will try this “Date a Mate” method very cautiously.
We also understand that DUMC’s social evening can also be a
model that we can learn from. However, for all these to happen,
truly TAC needs a paradigm shift. And the question that we ask
ourselves is how disruptive are we prepared to be innovative in
our ministries and that is something we have to further explore.

Bishop’s point about Scott T.Brown’s quote that ‘Healthy fami-
lies’ makes healthy church’ have been observed and we expand

it further to say ‘Healthy individuals make healthy marriages
and healthy marriages make healthy parents which make healthy
families and therefore healthy churches’.

By Mr Guna David
Conference Associate Lay Leader
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m News from CAC/GCMW (General Conference Methodist Women)

Aminah Hafizatullah dan Tengku Puteri Raja Tengku Puteri Jihan Azizah ‘Athiyatullah berkenan bergambar pada Majlis Santapan Malam Hari Wanita ke-57 di
sebuah hotel hari ini. Turut serta, Timbalan Menteri Pembangunan Wanita dan Masyarakat Hannah Yeoh (duduk,tiga,kanan), Menteri Perumahan dan Kerajaan
Tempatan Zuraida Kamarudin (duduk,empat,kiri) serta Presiden Majlis Kebangsaan Pertubuhan Wanita Malaysia (NCWO) Prof Emerita Tan Sri Dr Sharifah Hap-

sah Syed Hasan Shahabudin (duduk,empat,kanan).
Romans 12:15a (NIV) Rejoice with those who rejoice

NCWO was officially established on 25" August 1963 to act as
a consultative, advisory, non-political, non-religious and non
communal body which unites women’s organisations and co-
operates with national, regional and international organisations.
NCWO celebrated the 57" Anniversary at the Sunway Putra
Hotel on August 24, 2019. Our Queen, Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tunku Azizah Aminah Maimunah Iskandariah attended. Her
Majesty’s birthday was celebrated at the Hari Wanita dinner too.
A very encouraging and motivational speech was given by our
Queen. CCM (The Council of Churches of Malaysia) was also
invited to present a few songs at the celebration dinner.

We, the Methodist women thank God for being given the oppor-
tunity to sing with all the sisters from different denominations.
The conducter was sister Grace Ho from KL Methodist Hokkien
Church. Fifty eight (58) sisters from the Chinese Annual Con-
ference, seven (7) sisters from Tamil Annual Conference, seven
(7) sisters from Trinity Annual Conference, six (6) sisters from
Lutheran Church, two (2) sisters from The Syriac Orthodox
Church attended. Seven (7) Instrumentalists from KL Methodist
Hokkien Church led by Bro Koh provided the music. The four
(4) Songs we sang were : 1. Hari Wanita 2. NCWO 3. Sejahtera
Malaysia 4. You Raise me Up.

Altogether 87 members of the Combined choir and instrumen-
talists sang and praised our God at this special dinner com-
prising different races. A very inspiring speech was given by
the President of NCWO, Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Prof. Emerita Dr.
Sharifah Hapsah binti Syed Hasan Shahabudin. Madam Ramani
Gurusamy, age 71 was awarded Anugerah Pingat Tun Fatimah.
Representatives from CCM were Mary Thomas Mathew, Veni,

Our Queen (in white) and Evelyn Sim (Secretary of GCMW, 4th from left)
standing next to our Queen

Suzy, Shanty, Agatha, Sherly.

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)
For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

By Jennifer Y.N. Yap
(CACMW)

Mdm Ramani Gurusamy , age 71 was awarded
Anugerah Pingat Tun Fatimah.
‘1 S TR W
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Our Choir conductor, sis Grace Ho and
Jennifer Yap (President of CACMW) both from KL Methodist Hokkien Church

Agatha, Sherly.

LAGU HARI WANITA

Choir Members

HARI WANITA HARI BERSEJARAH

SERMANGAT KITA BERKOBAR AN MERASA BANGGA

SEGENAF LAPISARN YANG TUA DAN MUDA
MARI KERIASAMA JANGAN KIRA BANGSA

WARNITA BERIKRAR BERSATU DAN PADL
CARILAH IKHTIAR MENINGKATIKAN MUTL
KERANA BERSATU BERTARMBAHLAH MAJIL

PERKARA YANG BERAT BOLEH SEMAMNG DI PADLI

MAIL MAIU KALRM WANITA

MEMNGAMBIL SEMPENA HARI BAHAGA
MARA MARA KITA HEHRSARMMA

ARMAN DAN MAKMUR SELAMA-LAMANYA

WAHAL WANITA SELURUH MALAYSIA
BANGUNLAH BEKERLA LINTUK KERMAILIARN
MARILAH BERDOA KEPADA ILAHI TUHAN
SUPAYA TUILUAN SELANMAT DIKABLUILKAN

Devotion

A Needed Dependence

The Holy Spirit is God the evangelist.
(J.I. Packer)

IN WORD: We might not realize it now, after two thousand
years of Christian history behind us, but the thought of the
Spirit of God dwelling within human hearts was amazing to
Jesus’ disciples. They surely knew that some of the heroes
of Old Testament times had been inspired by the Spirit—as
needed. And perhaps they knew that John the Baptist had
been filled with the Spirit from birth— as an exception. But
the Spirit of God being so accessible as to occupy multiple
hearts at once? Such an uncommon gift now so commonly
available? That was earth-shattering.

Even so, Jesus had stressed this gift on the night before
His crucifixion, and He stressed it on the day of His as-
cension. He made it clear that He was not speaking in
parables, but that the actual Spirit of the living God was
going to dwell in living people rather than in a stone tem-
ple. No longer would inquiring seekers from abroad need
to come to Jerusalem, as the queen of Sheba had done,
in order to meet God. God would be scattered throughout

DEVOTION

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

the world in a practical, powerful way through His people.
The witnesses would be indwelt by the One about whom
they witnessed.

That makes a huge difference. When we point to Jesus as
a historical fact, we have the same resources the skeptic
does. We've come to a different conclusion, but we've used
the same historical evidence. But when we point to Jesus
as a living reality, He is involved. We become intimately
acquainted with the One about whom we speak. Our words
can be used as His expression because He inspires and
empowers them. We are living witnesses of a living Lord.

IN DEED: Pray daily that you would be filled with the gift.
The Spirit's coming was not a one-time event; Paul tells
his readers to be filled continually (Ephesians 5:18). The
apostles were filled repeatedly in the book of Acts. Your
fellowship with God’s Spirit depends on your daily interac-
tion with Him. In your life as a witness, never forget the gift.

Wait for the gift my Father promised.
Acts 1:4
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m News from Asian Methodist Mission

The Second Asian Methodist Mission

Attendees at the Second Asian Methodist Mission Platform, 2019

he second meeting of the Asian Methodist Mission Plat-
I form was held in Ho Chi Minh City from 23-26 July,
2019. This body was established by the Asian Methodist
Council to bring together Methodist organisations and churches
to explore partnerships and possible synergy in works of mis-
sion in Asia. This is the Methodist connectional system at work.
In this way, the scope for working together, in the expansion
and extension of His Kingdom in a particular region can be ex-
plored.

The Methodist Church in Malaysia was represented by Rev. Boh
Che Suan, CAC Missions Board Chairman, Rev Grace Wong,
SCAC Missions Director and Mr. Alan Yong, Chairman Council
of Mission, MCM. Mr John Ling of SCAC was in attendance as
a representative of the Asian Methodist Council. The other rep-
resentatives were from the Methodist Churches of Korea, Sin-
gapore, Australia, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Philippines and Global
Board of Missions of the United Methodist Church, USA.

An event that brought joy to the conference was the presence
of several leaders of the different Methodist churches or groups
in Vietnam. This is the first time that such a meeting had tak-
en place for them. There are at least five groups of Methodist
churches in Vietnam. The situation has arisen because in the
early years groups from Korea and the US began separate works
in the country. Also, in one case, a church leader chose to start
another Methodist church! Seemingly, there is no law to prevent
such an incident and under such circumstances it would not be
wise to involve the authorities. The discussions led to the need
to look at the different churches coming together. The recent
establishment of a Methodist Church in Cambodia, which did
take a long time, is an encouragement. Importantly, it would
be up to the local leaders to find a way for unity. AMC will, of
course, assist in any way possible, so that there is just the one
Methodist church in the country. Incidentally, a missionary from
a local TRAC church is working under the covering of one of
the churches.

The situation in two restricted countries were noted and dis-
cussed. Rev Dr. DC informed the meeting of the existence of

Platform 2019

e LE S

Mr. John Ling, (5th from left) with Vietnamese Methodist leaders
Hst Centey

Final session of 2! AMMP

All Nations Theological Seminary established by the Korean
Methodist Church in Siliguri, India. A local TRAC church will
potentially be using the school as a location for training of lead-
ers from nations bordering Siliguri.

Representatives shared on the major works in the different
countries. An AMMP Directory of these works is available
through the Council of Mission, MCM (please contact Alan
Yong, ayfy19@gmail.com).

We thank the Korean Methodist Church and United Metho-
dist Church for organising the conference.

The next Asian Methodist Mission Platform will be held from
30 June to 2 July, 2020.

By Mr Alan Yong
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News from SCAC

Shopping Mall during the press release.

KUCHING - To share the love of Jesus Christ and the joy of
Christmas with the needy, The Boys’ Brigade Sarawak will
launch the 2019 BB Love Box on October 26 and ending on
December 2.

A press conference was held at the Boulevard Shopping
Mall, Kuching, on August 17, 2019. Captain Sim Tze Sian,
the Organizing Chairman, said that the goal of this year’s BB
Love Box is to solicit 20,000 gifts to help the needy.

Captain Sim also stated that BB Love Box is a church min-
istry that began as early as 2012. Its first goal in 2012 was to
collect 2,500 gifts. In addition, in the past seven years, this
ministry has successfully collected a total of 43,000 gifts.
Last year alone, 16,000 gifts were successfully collected and
distributed.

Captain Sim also reiterated that the BB Love Box is a plat-
form that collects and distributes the gifts to the needy during
the Christmas season. The public can participate in this min-
istry by donating the gifts to help the children and families
achieve their Christmas wishes.

There are two categories: for Children (1 school bag and 1

2019 BB Love Organizing Chairman Captain Sim Tze Sian (center), with BB Sarawak State Commissioner
Hon. Capt. Hii King Ong together with representatives from TEA FM Radio Station at Kuching Boulevard
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set stationery), and for Family (Skg white rice, 2kg cooking
oil and 1kg salt).

The beneficiaries of BB Love Box include the lower income
groups who have registered with the Sarawak Social Welfare
Council, elderly homes, orphanages, and dialysis centres.

This year, BB Love Box is expanding its ministry to eight
regions in Sarawak; Kuching, Sarikei, Sibu, Mukah, Song,
Bintulu, Miri and Limbang. Gifts collected will be distributed
between December 12 and 20,

At the same time, Captain Sim also announced that Sarawak
BB Love Box Opening Ceremony will be held on October
26th at Bintang Megamall, Miri. The organizer will also con-
duct a series of activities before and after the opening cere-
mony, such as blood donation campaign, medical check-up,
etc. Besides, Tea FM has been designated as BB Love Box
Official Radio Broadcaster and its popular radio DJs Jacob
and TP, are appointed as BB Love Box Ambassadors 2019.

Details of the BB Love Box ministry collection points are
as follows:

Date District Time Gifts Collection Booth Contact Number of PIC
o | s | o | e e | b
ggtg(ggzc;gsgrtill Sibu 10am - 8pm Farley (Sibu) Supermarket g?gfslgalwgg;%e Ling
g?:;ggg;?sg rti” Bintulu 10am - 8pm Farley (Bintulu) Supermarket gigfgl'é%n%ﬁhiew
ig: Sg\t,zlgft:;:” Miri 10am - 9pm Bintang Megamall g?gfsléaa”g%v Siek
gnsdtg(e)g;?:s;rtm Limbang 10am - 5pm Limbang Plaza g;’;_-sg";pg;-%’\’rence Wong

17



Advertisement

£2020 1

PASSION

HOLYLAND 2020

:i = P LAY ,.‘_F. s"—'r.‘.-w;
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come to-life!
Departure Dates:
Departure Dates:
May 31, Jul 25 & Sep 4 Jan 27, Feb 26, Mar 14, Mar 16,

Mar 22, May 01 & May 31
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Departure Dates:
Mar 22, Apr 16, Oct 11 & Nov 17
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Ground Floor, Wisma T K Tang, No 4 Jalan Yap Ah Loy,
50050 Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA

Contact:603-2026 1128 Email: christiantours@worldiscovery-travel.com
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METHODIST COLLEGE KUALA LUMPUR

Téc%/g/w%w/é

AV :1 D hq"‘;&l_-:l' '

KPT/JPS(A4447)03/24

DIPLOMAZ n@.ﬂw

DHOODEDUCATION
KPT/JPS(A5668)12/24
CAMBRIDGEINEVEL
KPT/JPS(A9208)07/23
AUSTRALIAN/MATRICUI'ATION
KPT/JPS(A9207)07/23

WhatsApp us at
0192656711
to know more about

%  our scholarships




