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Soaring Methodist Youth
I have been honoured and privileged to 
serve the Methodist Youth in Malaysia. It 
has been a deep learning curve for me and 
yet there are many nuggets of blessings in 
this ministry. Our young people are first 
and foremost, God’s children. They are also 
members of the Methodist Church in Ma-
laysia – growing, serving, being disciples 
and being God’s agents of reconciliation 
to their homes, church and communities. 

‘Hidup ti meruan’
This is the Iban phrase which means ‘Eter-
nal life’. “We obtain eternal life when we 
die or when Jesus comes again” – that’s 
what many believe. Therefore the life they 
live now is temporal, of little significance 
and riddled with challenges and difficulties. 
Yet in my journeys around Malaysia, I see 
many stories of life that surely is eternal as 
how the bible defines it, “Now eternal life 
is this: that they may know you the only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent” (John 17:3). Witnessing to our young 
people – from the rural areas to the urban 
areas, you will see people worshipping and 
serving the Lord exuberantly. And this is 
heart-warming.

As a church we need to show them that what 
they are experiencing is the life eternal giv-
en graciously by God, thus enabling them 
to worship and trust Him in every aspect of 
life. We need to pray for our young people 
to realise this as on the one hand you can see 
them serving and worshipping God and yet 
on the other hand we also see them worry-
ing and struggling about life. 

Authentic Relationships
This generation of young people long for 
authenticity in their relationships in living. 
Amazingly without much effort, they find 
it through friendships. Many friendship 
groups form within our youth gatherings. 
These groups are based on how comforta-
ble they are with each other especially when 
there are some common interests among 
them. These interests could be anything ‘un-
der the sun’. These is a sense of belonging 
in these groups and they feel relaxed, secure 
and are able to participate in that particular 
group with ease and authenticity. Certainly 

there is always the danger that some people 
may not have a sense of belonging to any 
particular group in church, yet our young 
people rarely are overly concerned by this 
as they have other groups that they belong 
to. In short, our young people function in 
groups. And we praise God that once they 
belong to these groups, authentic relation-
ships begin to form. By the way, these 
groups form organically solely through in-
teractions between young people. 

Our challenge is firstly to give them encou- 
ragement for these groups to form. In other 
words, we need to allow these friendships to 
take place. We can organize events, games 
or outings with the sole purpose of helping 
our young people form their own groups. 
When these groups form, we can then in-
fluence them to include spirituality in their 
conversations. In fact, due to this sense of 
belonging and authentic, real relationships, 
an deal place is created where our young 
people can talk and share about God in their 
lives. Yet this task is not easy. The moment 
we try to be a part of these groups without 
having anything in common with them, 
authenticity dissipate. Usually how I gain 
access to these groups is through discipling 
individuals. If we have enough counsellors 
and youth leaders who spend time with our 
young people, mentoring, praying with and 
discipling them, we don’t have to be too 
concerned about changing a group. Organi-
cally they change themselves.

Active Discipleship
Every time I meet various groups of youth 
throughout the Methodist church in Ma-
laysia, I always ask myself if these young 
people are growing to become disciples of 
Jesus Christ. I intentionally ask myself this 
question because it is so easy to lose this 
identity through their various activities, 
issues and challenges. We do not want the 
church or their youth meetings to be just 
a social, friendship making activity. We 
want them to find Christ and to become His 
disciples. In my experiences mixing with 
these youths, this is my greatest challenge 
in the ministry. At the end of the day, are 
we seeking to point our youths towards an 
active living relationship with our Lord who 
teaches them through the Holy Spirit and be 
His people in Malaysia?

Are we there yet in our programs, activities 
and interactions of our youths? I don’t think 
we will be able to give a uniform answer 

for every member of our MYF but there are 
telling signs that there is growth in this area. 
There is a growing emphasis I see in the 
place of prayer and worship in young peo-
ple and the MYF. I do think that we are still 
lacking in giving our young people the tools 
for personal devotion, bible study and wit-
nessing for Christ to their friends. But still 
there is a lot of work that needs to be done.

What do we need for the MYF today?
1.	 Empowerment. Everywhere I go I try 

to encourage the young people to trust 
the Holy Spirit in helping them under-
stand the bible. Many times they don’t 
see the need to spend time with God in 
reading the Word simply because of the 
lack of their confidence in understand-
ing the bible. There is also their lack of 
belief that God speaks to them directly 
through His Word. I always try to ask 
for their opinions of different passages 
of the bible when I have normal interac-
tions with young people. This can also 
be done through their social media plat-
forms. I do not take their postings when 
I read them as just random musings. In 
encouraging them to voice their opi- 
nions, we empower them to believe in 
the God who speaks.

2.	 Personal Time of Worship and 
Prayer. I also make it a point to always 
encourage our young people to spend 
time alone praying and worshipping 
the Lord. They are so busy with many 
things. They know they need to spend 
time but I realize in my work with young 
people that many do not know how to 
spend time alone with the Lord. Many 
do not know how to pray. These seem 
basic but very important skills that need 
to be nurtured.

3.	 Realizing. Finally we also need to help 
our young people believe in the life our 
Lord has laid out for them. Through 
their lives, the ups and downs, we need 
to encourage them to experience God in 
them. This includes exhortation to trust 
the Lord, to praise and thank God in all 
circumstances, to repent and to forgive 
and finally do not feel condemned but to 
hope on the finished work of the Cross.

May God continue to shape these young 
people after his own heart!

Michael William
Executive Youth Director
General Conference 

Soaring 
Like Eagles
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Features News from COE

The Formation of the Federation of 
Christian Mission Schools, Malaysia 

(FCMSM)

17 September 2019 is a red-letter day as 25 Mission Authori-
ties who own Government-assisted primary and secondary 
Mission Schools in Malaysia gathered at the La Salle Hall 
in Petaling Jaya for the Inaugural Annual General Meeting 
of the newly-constituted Federation of Christian Mission 
Schools, Malaysia or FCMSM.

The federation was first established in Kota Kinabalu on 7 
April 2010 comprising the following three bodies: 
(1) 	 Malayan Christian Schools’ Council or MCSC (207 

schools)
(2) 	 Sabah Christian Schools’ Council (with Labuan 100 

schools)
(3) 	 Sarawak Christian Schools’ Council (129 schools). At 

that time the Federation was known as the Federation 
of Councils of Christian Mission Schools Malaysia 
(FCMSM). 

It was at the Conference of Christian Mission Schools held 
on 26-27 June 2009 when YB Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, 
the convenor and patron of the conference and Bishop Ng 
Moon Hing, Chairman of the Christian Federation of Ma-
laysia called for such a body to be formed. With the forma-
tion of the FCMSM, for the first time the Mission Schools in 
the country had a common platform and a common voice in 
dealing with Mission School matters, especially in matters 
relating to the Ministry of Education.

Efforts at registering with the Registrar of Societies finally 

succeeded in July 2019, with a new Name and Constitution. 
Under the new set-up of FCMSM, membership consists of 
25 individual Mission Authorities rather than the three re-
gional councils.

Among the roles of the Federation was the distribution of 
Government allocations to Mission Schools which began in 
2009; and the on-going process of channelling and monitor-
ing of these allocations. These funds which are included in 
the National Budget are allocated by the Ministry of Educa-
tion to the Board of Governors for repairs, maintenance and 
upgrading of Mission School land and buildings.

FCMSM aspires for Mission Schools to become schools of 
choice by 
•	 raising the Mission School Ethos, Character and Tradi-

tions,
• 	having strong Christian School Leadership, teachers and 

Board of Governors,
•	and teaching and learning of Bible Knowledge 

To play our part in educating the young for our nation in chal-
lenging and turbulent times, the clarion call is for the church-
es, the Christian community, alumni and other stakeholders 
to come alongside FCMSM to make Mission Schools great 
again for the glory of God.

By Tay Choon Neo and 
Angeline Lazaroo
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Features News from TAC

To whom it may concern.

Please be informed that due to different reasons, the follow-
ing persons (formerly Reverends) are no more in employ-
ment with the Tamil Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia. Therefore, they do not represent our 
legitimate interests anymore.

Mr. Timothy Krishnan
Mr. Raymond Raj

Mr. Edward Devadason
Mr. Silvester Louis Martin

Thank you and God Bless you.

In His Grace,

Rev. Dr. Dennis Raj
President, 
Tamil Annual Conference,
Methodist Church in Malaysia.

TAC Statement

Features News from SIAC

SIAC MPC 2019 at Betong Sarawak

It was a historic moment for SIAC’s calendar  this year as 
Betong hosted for the first time a SIAC event — The Metho- 
dist Prayer Convention (MPC 2019). All Glory to Him as 
380 delegates converged at Dewan Datuk Stephen Kalong 
Ningkan for the 6th Session of the Methodist Iban Prayer 
Convention on the 31st August till 1st September, 2019.

Members from all the 5 Districts gathered for prayers and 
intercessions. Our General Conference Prayer Team (GCPT) 
led by the main speaker, Reverend Vincent Jayaraj was pre- 
sent at the Convention. The main speaker was assisted by 
Reverend Jonathan Wong (SCAC), Ps. Jenny Teo (SAC),  
Sarah Say (CAC), Terry Law (TRAC), Lucrece Loo (TRAC), 
Ruth Ratnam (TAC) and Shanti Latiner (TAC). The 2-day 
convention was divided into 5 Sessions based on Psalms 90.
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In conjunction with the convention, delegates and speakers 
were joined by friends and invited guests for a Fellowship 
and Fundraising Dinner at the Convention venue. The local 
State Legislative Member, YB Gerald Rentap was also pre- 
sent on behalf of the Guest of Honour, Datuk Amar Douglas 
Uggah Embas. The auspices occasion was also to launch the 
fundraising drive for the construction of the Betong Metho- 
dist Iban Church whereby the State Government had recently 
approved the alienation of a 3.5 acre plot of State land for the 
Church site in Betong. At the same function, the State Gov-
ernment through UNIFOR committed a fund of RM250,000 
for the building of the Church.

Guests at the dinner were also entertained with presentations 
by the delegates from each District Conference and also from 
the GC Prayer Team from Kuala Lumpur.

Indeed, the Lord had guided and blessed us throughout that 
prayer convention and we will meet again soon for the 2020 
Prayer Convention. 

Report by
Jefri Ngalambai
MPC 2019 Organizing Chairman
SIAC Lay Leader 2019-2020

Features News from SCAC

Founder’s Day and 2019 BB Love Box

Oct 26, Miri – This year, the BB Love Box was held in conjunc-
tion with the BB Founder’s Day. The grand two-in-one event 
was graced by Miri’s Member of Parliament, YB Dr Michael 
Teo Yu Keng.

Witnessed by the public and invited sponsors, more than 300 
members of the Sarawak Northern Region (Bintulu, Miri and 
Limbang) Boys’ Brigade converged at Bintang Mega Mall, the 
main venue and BB Love Box Booth sponsor.

Traditionally, Founder’s Day is commemorated in the month of 
October; the same month when Sir William Alexander Smith 

founded The Boys’ Brigade in 1883 in Glasgow, Scotland.

Sir William, a former Sunday School teacher and Officer of the 
1st Lanark Rifle Volunteers, devised an option for the unruly 
boys in his class to join the Boys’ Brigade in church based on 
religion and discipline. Initially, 59 Boys joined out of curiosity 
but 35 stayed on. The Boys’ Brigade has become the world’s 
first uniform youth organization in 60 countries with 750,000 
Members today.

The ostentatious event started with the arrival of YB Dr Teo 
at 9:00 am. Welcoming the Guest-of-Honor was Hon. Capt. 
Lawrence Wong, the Chairman of the Sarawak Northern Re-
gion Boys’ Brigade, Capt. Sim Tze Sian, the BB Sarawak State 
Social Welfare and Community Chairman, Capt. Law Sie Siek, 
the Chief Coordinator of 2019 Miri BB Love Box, and Captains 
from various Companies.

For the first time, the event was streamed live on Facebook (Sa- 
rawak Council, The Boys’ Brigade in Malaysia, page) by spon-
sor Hobiz Digital Media.

Following the inspection of the Guard-of-Honor, YB Dr Teo 
proceeded to Level 1, New Wing, to be greeted with a rousing 
welcome by a long row of BB Officers and Seniors. He was 
impressed with the BB Love Box Booth.
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A Colour March-In was performed by the various Companies 
from the Northern Region after the guests were seated. The 
Opening Prayer was done by Rev. Simon Ting, the District Su-
perintendent of Miri Methodist Churches. Lt. James Wong pre-
sented the Founder’ Day brief, followed by performances from 
3rd Miri, 5th Miri and 7th Miri Members, delighting the crowd.

In his speech during the BB Love Box Opening Ceremony, 
Capt. Sim Sze Sian thanked all those involved in organizing the 
month-long project. The State BB Love Box Organizing Chair-
man also reiterated that the BB Love Box was a community 
project that coordinated the collection and distribution of gifts to 
people in need, regardless of race or religion, during the Christ-
mas season. “Its beneficiaries are the needy people from rural 
areas identified by the Ministry of Welfare, and social organi-
zations such as homes for the elderly, orphanages, and dialysis 
centers,” said Capt. Sim. “Our project covers Kuching, Sarikei, 
Sibu, Mukah, Song, Bintulu, Miri and Limbang. With your 
strong support, we hope to raise 20,000 gifts this year.”

YB Dr Teo, in his speech, praised the BB Love Box corporate 
sponsors for playing their social responsibility roles. “Commu-
nity care, community love are two passions close to my heart,” 
said YB Dr Teo. “By your action, you are indirectly partner-
ing the government to alleviate challenging situations faced by 
needy families by providing them with basic necessities. Today, 
I also would like to thank BB Love Box for the opportunity to 
donate 1,000 bags of 5-kg rice to needy families in our commu-
nity. As your Member of Parliament, I will do my utmost best to 
assist in whatever ways I can.”

In a surprising gesture, the BB Members were elated when they 
were given a treat to attend the movie ‘Angry Birds 2’ at Golden 
Screen Cinema (GSC) after the event had ended.

“I’m deeply touched by the generosity by GSC Malaysia. Be-
cause of their kind action, 206 BB Members from Bintulu, 
Miri and Limbang were able to attend the movie. You may be 
surprised to know not everyone has attended a movie in a nice 
and proper cinema like GSC due to family financial constraints. 
Therefore, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to GSC for their 
corporate social responsibilities (CSR),” commented Capt. Law 
Sie Sek, the Chief Coordinator of Miri BB Love Box.

When asked, Mr Mohammad Riham Akmai Bin Mempani, said 
that he had hoped to brighten the lives of the BB Members who 
are from underprivileged families. “By giving them an opportu-
nity to watch a movie, they will experience joy. We are proud 
to be able to sponsor this event and hopefully by our action, the 
BB youths will learn and also help the needy community in their 
journey of life,” added the Manager of GSC Miri.

Other highlights included words of encouragement from Radio 
TEA Fm’s DJs Jacky and TP, free haircut for 60 children by 
Alan Salon, symbolic BB Love Box presentation to students of 
Tudan Learning Centre, souvenir-giving to sponsors, band pre- 
sentation by Bintulu Brigade Bands. MacDonald’s generously 
served unlimited, free drinks to BB Members.

Rev Simon Ting closed the event with a Benediction.

The Boys’ Brigade of the Northern Region wishes to acknow- 
ledge and thank the following sponsors for making the 2019 
BB Love Box possible: YB Dr Michael Teo Yu Keng, Dato’ Dr. 
Lau Siu Wai, Mr Tan Kim Hoon of Kereta Mewah Sdn Bhd, 
Shin Yang Group, MacDonald’s Miri, Mr Alan Chng Poh San of 
Alan Salon, Golden Screen Cinemas, Hobiz Digital Media, MF 
Signmaker Sdn Bhd, Zen Li, Amfield, Hing Soon Li, Da Sing 
Development, Ji Hui, and Green Summit Development Group 
of Companies.

By Lt James TC Wong
4th Miri



10

Features News from IMTF

Introducing Little Lamb’s Lamp  
Society Malacca

Wesley Methodist School (WMS) Melaka closed down with 
the conclusion of the 2018 academic year. With the impend-
ing closure, Wesley Methodist Church Melaka applied to 
the Council of Education (COE) to convert the school into 
a hostel for “orang asli” (OA) children. A big “thank you” 
to members of COE who graciously granted permission. In 
partnership with Pastor Joseph O of Jus Chapel Tribal Minis-
try, this project, a brainchild of Rev. Andrew Lim, has since 
been passed into the capable hands of Rev. Teoh Lee Yng. 
The Southern District churches have adopted this ministry 
and together with the Central District I churches have assist-
ed financially, given donations in kind, and conducted pro-
grams with the students.

The Beginning:
A pro tem committee was established at the end of 2018. Lit-
tle Lamb’s Lamp (LLL) Society Malacca was registered on 
1st February 2019 with the Registrar of Societies. Members 
of this NGO consist of volunteers from Wesley Melaka.

The joint management board consist of LLL members, Pas-
tor Joseph and his wife Lisah, representatives from Malac-
ca Presbyterian Church (Chinese) and Pastor Ronnie from 
Straits Baptist Church Malacca.

The Objectives:
1.	 To provide accommodation, care and other relevant ser-

vices to poor and needy students to study in education 
centers in Melaka. 

2.	 To provide aid in other forms where necessary to the 
poor and needy students and their families.

3.	 To run activities for fund raising for the Society to 
achieve its goal with prior approval from the Society’s 
general meeting and the relevant authorities.

4.	 To encourage emotional and spiritual growth and maturi-
ty according to biblical principles.

The Opening:
The hostel for OA children opened with a “bang” on 1st Janu-
ary 2019 with close to 220 children but the latest head count 
on 30th October was 179.  This is because the OA population 
is “nomadic”.  Each time they go back to their kampong over 
the school holidays some children will dropout and some 
will be added.  Prior to the opening up of the premise of the 
former WMS, Pastor Joseph used to house his charges at 4 
different locations under 4 different wardens.  Now there are 
9 wardens and 6 fulltime teachers at a single site.

The Demographics:
Most OA ministries in Malaysia are mono-tribal. The OA 
hostel at Jalan Tengkera poses a unique challenge in that it is 
multi-tribal and hence multi-dialect. Pastor Joseph recruited 
children from 3 different states in Peninsular Malaysia.

The Level of Education:

Location			   Numbers
Home school	 78
Primary school	 34
Secondary school	 48
Solid Rock Learning Centre	 19

Besides the above, 3 boys are undergoing vocational training 
in automotive engineering at the Batu Berendam campus of 
Despark College, the leading automotive college in Malay-
sia. Eleven girls are attending the Vocational Training Op-
portunity Centre (VTOC), YWCA, Kuala Lumpur in Sewing 
& Tailoring (7), Hair Dressing & Beauty Care (3) Culinary 
& Bakery (1). Seven children are learning art & craft for 
making costume jewellery with Joe of Calanthe Art, Herren 
Street. Joe was a former Boys’ Brigade Officer.

The Advantage:
In the past many churches and NGOs conducted missions 
trips to remote areas to expose their members to OA mi- 
nistry. With the opening of the OA hostel at Jalan Tengkera, 
the OAs are literally brought to our doorsteps. Many organi- 
zations, like City Communty Church, Presbyterian Church 
besides Wesley Melaka have taken the opportunity to help 
the OAs in cash & kind, with “kutu” treatment, hair cutting 
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sessions, medical care, combine worship and children minis-
try without having to travel far.

The Appeal:
As LLL approaches its 2nd year we would like to issue the 
following appeal. Donor fatigue is a real challenge and we 
would like to appeal for fresh donors, while the appeal is for 
all existing donors to persevere. Secondly, the 11 children 
currently in Form 2 will be facing PT3 next year and are in 
need of good tutors to help them excel. Are there any retired 
teachers out there willing to spend some time to help coach 
these children?

The Aspiration:
Many have contributed and continue to work tirelessly in 
different capacities in the setting up and running of the OA 
hostel at Jalan Tengkera.  But regardless of their roles, they 
share a common aspiration that is to provide a conducive en-
vironment for the OA children to study in Melaka. It is only  
through education that they hope to free themselves from the 
clutches of poverty.

By Chuah Seong York
Editor of LLL Newsletter
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Essay Hari Ini Dalam Sejarah Methodist 
Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

The Miracle of a Changed Life –
John Wesley

Bishop Edwin F. Lee

N.B. Address at the Service in Commemoration of 
the Two Hundredth Anniversary of John Wesley’s 
Conversion in the Aldersgate (London) Meeting, 
May 24, 1738. The Methodist Churches of Singa-
pore, Victoria Memorial Hall, Tuesday, 24th May 
1938, 7:45 p.m. 

The world has seldom witnessed such 
a tribute as is in evidence today in more 
than two score countries around the world. 
In a sense there is a desire to honour the 
memory of one of the greatest men Eng-
land ever produced, but it is much more 
than the desire to do honour. There is ap-
parently an urge to recapture something 
of the spirit which not only changed but 
transformed the life of John Wesley.

In 1703 a son, John, was born to Samuel 
and Susanna Wesley in the Anglican Par-
sonage home at Epworth, England. The 
father was for nearly four decades the 
Vicar of the church in this country com-
munity. The brilliant God-fearing mother 
had a remarkable influence upon all of 
her children and sent them out from a mo- 
dest home but one in which a high degree 
of culture and of character was given to 
each as an invaluable heritage. John Wes-
ley became a charity boy in Charterhouse 
School. A recent head-master of the school 
said proudly, “We count John Wesley as 
the greatest of many Carthusians”. On 
the school roster are the names of the 
poet Addison, the novelist Thackeray and 
Baden-Powel, Scoutmaster of the World!

Next came a scholarship in Oxford Uni-
versity where John Wesley was soon 
known as an earnest and intelligent stu-
dent. Following his graduation he became 
a Fellow of Lincoln College, was ordained 
in 1725 as Deacon in the Anglican Church 
and in 1728, at the age of 25, as presby-
ter or priest. During his student days he 
and his brother were members of a small 
group of serious-minded students who as-
sociated themselves together in what was 
known as “The Holy Club”. They endured 

jeers from fellow students who considered 
them a group of impractical dreamers. 
Undeterred, this group of students sought,  
in the midst of a period of religious indif-
ference, for a deepening of their Christian 
faith.

At the age of 32, he and his brother ac-
cepted appointment to the new colony 
in Georgia. Charles’ appointment was as 
secretary to the founder. Colonel Ogle- 
thorpe organised this colony to provide 
opportunity for English debtors to rebuild 
their lives in the new world. John went 
as a missionary to the American Indians, 
whom he found so unapproachable that 
it was necessary for him to divert his at-
tention to a ministry among the English 
colonists. After two years he returned to 
England in complete despair. His service 
in Georgia is unquestionably a record of 
defeat caused primarily because of an in-
clination to compel people to be religious. 
The return journey, however, provided a 
contact with a group of God-fearing peo-
ple known as the Moravians, who had 
learned something of the assurance that 
can be found in the Christian faith. He 
was deeply impressed by the courage of 
even the women and children of this group 
when a terrible winter storm threatened to 
swamp the tiny sailing vessel. From them 
he learned that one could experience a re-
lationship with God which could give a 
satisfying and courageous religious note 
in many of the churches but his message 
was not one of attractive power but more 
the message of a John the Baptist warning 
the people of their godlessness and of the 
wrath to come.

William Blackstone, the great jurist, wrote 
of this period in English life. He made a 
round of the leading London churches and 
gave his conclusion as follows: “That he 
did not hear in any sermon more of Chris-
tianity than could be heard in the writings  
of Cicero; nor could he make out from 

the content of the preaching whether the 
preacher was a disciple of Confucius, Mo-
hammed, or Christ!”

The earnestness of purpose on the part of 
John Wesley could not long go unreward-
ed. His fine background added to his re-
markable university experience both as a 
student and as fellow of Lincoln College, 
and his earnest attempts to be of service 
to the people as a clergyman in the Estab-
lished Church, were insufficient to make 
him a vital spiritual influence. Not long 
since in a pocket in an outlying region of 
the Levant a traveller found a group of 
some five thousand people who were fol-
lowers of John the Baptist but who had not 
yet, after 19 centuries, heard of the Mes-
sage of forgiveness of sins and of salva-
tion through Jesus Christ.

On May 24, 1738 John Wesley in the af-
ternoon attended a service in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. There the anthem stirred him 
as the choir chanted the words from the 
130th Psalm. “Out of the depths have I 
called unto Thee”. That same evening, as 
he records in his diary, he went very un-
willingly to a meeting of a small religious 
society, in Aldersgate Street, London. “I 
think it was about five this morning that 
I opened my Testament upon these words: 
“There are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises, even that ye should 
be partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 
1:4). Just as I went out I opened it again 
on these words, ‘Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God’.

In the afternoon I was asked to go to St. 
Paul’s. The anthem was ‘Out of the deep 
have I called unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, 
hear my voice. O let Thine ears consider 
well the voice of my complaint. If Thou, 
Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is 
done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with Thee; therefore 
Thou shalt be feared. O Israel, trust in the 
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Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and 
with Him is plenteous redemption. And 
He shall redeem Israel from all his sins’. 
In the evening I went very unwillingly to 
a society in Aldersgate Street, where one 
was reading Luther’s preface to the Epis-
tle to the Romans. About a quarter before 
nine, while he was describing the change 
which God works in the heart through 
faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 
alone, for salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of 
sin and death.”

A recent biographer describes the evening 
thus: “With a troop of exultant friends, Mr. 
Wesley left the little room in Aldersgate 
Street, and sought out his happy brother 
in the home of the brazier in little Britain, 
just around the corner. His two words ‘I 
believe’, told the good news. The compa-
ny voiced its rapture by singing the hymn 
which Charles Wesley had just written, 
‘How shall my wondering soul begin’. 
Prayers of thanksgiving were offered, and 
then the rejoicing company separated to 
seek their several homes. Surely, not one 
of them at that moment realized what this 
night was to mean to millions of souls, 
through centuries to come, all round the 
world”.

The historian Lecky, evaluates that event 
as follows: “It is scarcely an exaggeration 
to say, that the scene which took place at 
that humble meeting in Aldersgate Street 
forms an epoch in English history. The 
conviction which they flashed upon one 
of the most powerful and most active in-
tellects in England, is the true source of 
English Methodism”.

If Mr. Lecky were writing today he might 
voice the language of a biographer that 
this Aldersgate experience was the start-
ing point of a nation-wide and world-wide 
revival of evangelical Christianity which 
after two centuries has not yet spent its 
force.

The significance of this Aldersgate ex-
perience, which represented a definite 
religious conversion for Wesley, is that 
whereas John Wesley, with all his talents 
and finished technique, had preached for 
thirteen years with neglible results, after 
his experience at the meeting in Alders-
gate he preached up and down the land 
with extraordinary power. Another ob-

server has expressed his experience as fol-
lows: He finally and permanently shifted 
the centre of gravity of his own life from 
himself to God.”

From that day onward John Wesley began 
what history records as one of the most 
remarkable religious expressions. In the 
course of his labours he travelled, mostly 
on horseback, 250,000 miles. In this day 
one could travel in most parts of the world 
with the same physical effort, two and a 
half million miles. Between 1738 and the 
year of his death in 1791, a period of 63 
years, this good man preached forty-two 
thousand sermons, practically all of them 
out-of-doors or in ordinary halls and li- 
ving rooms in homes. In the midst of this 
activity he produced a large amount of lite- 
rature, much of it original and much of it 
an editing of the works of others, which 
he put into the language of the common 
man. He had these books printed so that 
the average book would fit into the pocket 
of the labouring men and at a cost within 
the reach of his purse.

Perhaps quite naturally the established 
church failed to appreciate his empha-
sis, for it was not geared to this kind of 
Christian interpretation and experience. 
No understanding Methodist fails to ap-
preciate the close kinship between the 
Wesleyan evangelical revival and the Ang- 
lican Church. Two hundred years ago, it 
would have been well-nigh impossible for 
any established church to incorporate the 
Wesleyan movement as a part of its pro-
gramme. What has become the Methodist 
Church throughout the world, owes much 
to the mother church and is unfailing in its 
gratitude. The dignity of its ritual and the 
breadth of its Christian doctrine are car-
ried on in revised form but with clear evi-
dence of the source of their origin. Despite 
the fact that he was a regularly ordained 
minister he was even denied the privilege 
of preaching in his father’s pulpit. The en-
tire community, however, met him in the 
church-yard, where John Wesley, standing 
on his father’s grave, gave them his new 
message and evidenced its unusual power. 
His denunciation of sin and wickedness 
naturally brought out much ill-will and 
frequently mobs threatened him and now 
and again actually did him serious bodily 
injury. Despite all opposition, people by 
the thousand listened to this changed voice 
which represented a miracle of spiritual 
power.

In the “New Room” in Bristol which was 
the first building the Methodist groups ac-
quired, one can still see the exit where a 
preacher could make a hurried departure 
from the pulpit before the members of a 
disagreeing congregation would be able 
to lay hold upon him. One’s imagination 
is fired when he is privileged to visit the 
Cathedral in Bristol where Bishop Butler 
sleeps, and then goes from that stately 
building  to the modest New Room which 
has become a shrine for interested Metho- 
dists. One cannot stand and gaze upon the 
lovely bronze statue there, of John Wesley 
on horseback, without recalling what the 
travels of this man on his horse meant to 
England. To a Methodist preacher who is 
permitted to ascend the steps of the pulpit 
in the City Road Chapel London and to at-
tempt to preach to the assembled congre-
gation, there is much stirring of emotion 
as he remembers the voice that formerly 
spoke from that same sacred desk.

John Buchan (Lord Tweedsmuir) has ren-
dered a service of a high order in giving to 
us his recent biography of Oliver Crom-
well. This great man’s death occured less 
than half a century before the birth of John 
Wesley. The picture of the British Isles in 
those days reveals the several peoples as 
floundering in their attempt to establish a 
secure basis for a social, religious and po-
litical order.

Wesley visited Scotland twenty times—a 
long and wearisome journey from the 
Foundery or the New Room. He admired 
the Scottish people, though they were slow 
in responding to his appeals. I am sure 
that our Scotch friends will understand 
the kindly spirit with which the follow-
ing paragraph is added. This is Wesley’s 
comment following those visits. “Among 
all the sins they have imported from Eng-
land, the Scots have not yet learned—at 
least the common people—to scoff at sa-
cred things.” “Yet”, he remarked, “there is 
seldom fear of wanting a congregation in 
Scotland. But the misfortune is, that they 
know everything, so they learn nothing”.
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To be continued in the 
next issue...
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