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As our nation prepares for the coming
elections, we call all Christians to
be conscious of your responsibility as
good citizens and to exercise your right
to vote. Do familiarize yourselves with
biblical principles on issues central
to you and our nation, information
on candidates and programmes of
the various political parties. Pray for
discernment and foresight.

In order to cast votes responsibly,
we invite you to prayerfully consider
the following:

A. What the bible says about our
primary concerns.

Based on the opinion poll commissioned
by The Star newspaper, the cost of
living, social issues, crime rates and
illegal immigrants are central to the
concerns of the survey participants. As
Christians, we are also concerned about
issues which God is concerned about.

In the Bible we learn that God is
righteous and just, merciful and loving.
Whilst he has given us freedom of
choice, he wills a good life for all human
beings in society that is spiritually and
morally grounded.

God desires peace and goodwill
among all people. In and through
his love, we are called to cultivate
neighborliness, and promote harmony
built on mutual respect.

The threat to God’s creation is apparent
today. God has called humans to act as
responsible stewards. The protection

ections Wessage

of the resources of the earth is for the
benefit of all of God’s creation.

B. Political Parties: Their PoliciesAnd
Delivery of Promises

Assess the political parties on the
basis of their policies and promises,
their stand on various issues related to
justice and fair play, citizen’s rights,
national unity, economic development,
protection of the environment and
welfare of those who are sick, disabled
and poor. Is there integrity, honesty and
efficiency? Have the parties delivered
on their promises? Do their political
views and policies reflect God’s
standard and Christian values?

C. Candidate

Examine  carefully the  ability
of candidates, their standard of
accountability, integrity, values and
leadership skills. Pay attention to their
past performance and for their issues
related to constitutional rights, civil
liberties and the freedom of religion.
Have they been consistently accessible
and available?

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PRAY
for candidates in your constituency, the

issues herein highlighted and outcome
of the General Elections. Set aside time
to pray daily. Organize and participate
in local church prayer programmes.
We owe to God, ourselves, our future
generations and our country to exercise
responsibly our privilege to pray and
our democratic right to vote. We aspire
with all Malaysians to live in a nation,
where all citizens may enjoy freedom,
love, justice, peace, stability and
economic prosperity.

The Christian Federation of Malaysia
joins all other Malaysians in expressing
the wish that the coming ELECTIONS
WILL BE FAIR and there will be
no attempt by politicians to publicly
misrepresent or miscast any particular
issue or subject any community to unfair
and adverse publicity for the purpose of
political gain.

MAY GOD’S SPIRIT GUIDE EACH
AND EVERYONE OF YOU to make
wise decisions in casting your votes.
May the results of the elections be fair
and representative of the will of the
people of Malaysia, trusting that God’s
purpose will always prevail above the
affairs of human beings.

Grace and peace to all. Thank you.



Prayers Fill the Town Square

Sibu 5:00 AM

Organised by the Laity Committees
of Sibu East and Sibu West
Districts, and in collaboration with
Methodist Theological School (MTS),
a combined prayer meeting “Watch
and Pray for Sibu” was held on 26 Jan
2008 in Sibu Town Square at 5:00 am.
More than 200 people filed into the
town square at dawn when the sky was
still dark.

Under the leadership of Rev. Kong
Chong Ling, Superintendent of Sibu
East District, and Rev. Wong Mee
Ing, the participants were led to pray
fervently for Sibu, for the nation and
for the church. They ended this one-

hour session with a prayer walk around
the Square three times.

“In the past, we had prayer meetings
held especially for the safety of Sibu.
The church leaders saw the need and
desired to see this continued. We chose
to hold the combined prayer meeting
outdoor because we believe that this

gesture symbolizes Christians reaching
deep into the heart of Sibu,” said Rev.
Kong after the prayer meeting.

Five more combined outdoor prayer
meetings have been planned for Sibu,
gathering once in two months until
November this year.

As Jeremiah 29:7 said, “...Pray to the
Lord for it (the city), because if it
prospers, you too will prosper.”

Winnie
Connection
15/02/2008

Pray for Malaysia!

he Malaysia National Prayer Network (MNPN) is a network of prayer networks with the united purpose to pray for
the revival of the Church and the transformation of the nation of Malaysia. (See their website: www.prayer.net.my for

more details)

Round-the-clock Prayer

It has called for a 24/7 prayer for our national elections from 1-7 March. Participants can sign up for one or more half-hour
blocks for a concerted prayer together. This can be done at their website.

Pray @ 12 Noon

Besides this special season of the national elections it is also calling for the mobilization of Christians to pray for the country
the whole year round. It suggests that everyday at noon, we pause in whatever we are doing and either personally or gathering
in groups, call upon God for the transformation of our nation.
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Meditations for Lent

(The meditation below is taken from the book published
by TRAC Board of Worship and Music.)

Thursday, March 20, 2008

Matthew 28:9-15; John 20:11-18; Psalm 49:1-13

Send the Point Home

he tomb was the context of the burial.

It was the symbol of death, a journey
of no return. It represented pain and tears
and hopes dashed. There were political
overtones and conspiracy to subvert and
hide truth.

But God was sovereign in raising Christ
from the dead that He should live on and
not see decay!

His is a story of life and hope, truth and
freedom. But He did not choose to herald it
in a house of worship or where the context
of life normally exists and is expected.

The message of His resurrection and life
was expressed and proclaimed right in the

seat of death, darkness, and hopelessness
- the tomb! What a place to send the point
home that Jesus Christ is Lord of all! What
a place to give hope to the confused and the
desperate. What a place to defy the powers
of human and demonic authority.

In the very centre of hopelessness and
helplessness, God introduces light and the
resurrected life of Jesus Christ. Right there
is the declaration of a special relationship...
no longer merely master-disciple but
brothers (and sisters).

Over to You

As you go through Maundy Thursday
commemorating the Last Supper and Jesus’
washing of His disciples’ feet, remember

that Jesus was setting the stage for God’s
great act of love and the initiation of us
into a special relationship with Him. Who
is Christ to you? Is He merely Master or a
Servant and a Brother to you as well?

Prayer

Lord, You have injected Your life and
hope into the dying of my heart. I thank
You that Christ has become my brother to
journey with me out of darkness into His
wonderful light.

HO SENG ONG SCHOLARSHIP LOAN FUND

pplications are invited from those interested in pursuing teaching as a career for study loans from
Athe Ho Seng Ong Scholarship Loan Fund. Applicants must have obtained admission into courses
leading to a degree/diploma in education in local universities.

Application Forms may be obtained from:-

The Chairman,

Ho Seng Ong Scholarship Loan Fund
Methodist Council of Education,

67, Jalan 5/31,
46000 Petaling Jaya.

Please enclose a stamped (50 cents), self-addressed envelope with your written request for application
forms. The closing date for the submission of application is: 31 May 2008.

Only shortlisted applicants will be called for interview at a date to be fixed by the Chairman of

the Fund.

Lent Reading



SCAC News

(All news reports are from Connection 15 February 2008)

Mothers’ Support Group

Mum’s group

CCIcome from Indonesia. I joined the
mothers’ support group (MSG) a
year ago and met many friends through
this group. Now I have developed
friendships with many others and do
not suffer from home sickness. My two
children and I also came to know Christ
through this group,” said Winnie Wong
during the MSG gathering.

The above is just one of the many
testimonies among the ladies of the
MSG. This group of mothers meets
every Saturday 2.00pm in the Methodist
Theological School (MTS) compound.
They meet because they desire to raise
children after God’s heart. They need to be
nurtured emotionally. They need support
when facing struggles in their daily lives.
They need strong friendships and above
all, they need God to enable them in the
role as mothers.

Sarikei Sunday School
Teachers’ Training

bout 112 Sunday school teachers

from Sarikei, Seratok, Betong and
Sri Aman attended the Sarikei Sunday
School teachers’ training on 10 Jan 2008.
This training is aimed to help teachers
have a better understanding of the Sunday
school materials published by the Board
of Christian Education, SCAC. Trainers
were Pastor Yii Lai Yuek and Madam Yii
Mee Leh, Director of Board of Christian
Education. — Winnie

A Place Where Mothers Find Strength

Another mother, Wei Yi, shared, “I have
joined this group for 3 years. This group
provided me tremendous support during my
recent bereavement. I have learned much
about prayer and would have felt very lost
without the support from this group. I see
the group as my family and hope to learn
more parenting skills in the future.”

Jevie is a full-time mother of two small
children. She finds it a struggle to leave
the kids behind to attend MSG but feels
supported every time she managed to go.
She also finds comfort when listening to
other mothers share similar problems.

MSG is under the Children’s ministry of
the Board of Family and Counselling of
SCAC. The purposes of this group are to
provide support and encouragement for
English speaking mothers, to help them
draw closer to God and to spend time

Sunday school teachers’ training.

praying not only for their families but for
others as well, to study and learn from
books and bible study materials.

Angie said, “I joined the group 8 months
ago. Though my children have all grown
up, I still find practical tips and advices on
child-rearing very helpful in my role as a
Sunday school teacher.”

Lian Jia related, “I have 2 very young
children. I feel lucky to have been introduced
to MSG. I have learned much and am now
able to answer my daughter’s questions.”

Kee Kiong is one of the pioneer members
of MSG. She has spent much of the past
year focusing on prayer--not only for her
son but on the needs of the mothers and
many others. Kee Kiong strongly believes
that God is at work in all of our lives and
the time spent praying consistently bears
much fruit. She finds studying biblical
characters very helpful and that the group
sharing provides much practical advice in
raising her child.

MSG has about 23 members. Their regular
attendance is 10-14. For those mothers
who do not work outside the home, they
meet one morning a week for breakfast and
fellowship, usually at a coffee shop.

Hui Hui
Wesley MC, Sibu

News from SCAC



(This piece was written by Rev. Victor J. Vethamani for the newspapers. It is about the

meaning and observance of Lent in the history of the Church to the present time. It was
published in two newspapers — the Tamil Nesan and Nanban. Editor)

PSS SAMHANTH(H. alFHL_J GaugLoest)

FNNSAUTHEHH, AT  LLIHBT6T  ClFTeI_Mheu g,
Ffleviosy  BTewerd  LlEme_MHaugsGUT @D
QameveuIGLITaTeY el  Sjendall_  (pSFWILD  aumirhs
BT HHPFD FHI. Ffevosy HerdBHev @CwigFalesr miienLs
Bleneaydn(hD  BHTD, jauf Feenauiey Dempulii’ (),
LOJGET(LPDMI,  SL_SHSHLOLIGTGTILIL_(h  eLPGTDMD  [BT6T
2 1ITSCIHLHBSHES LT B\euTdH S 6 M) 6TeusTem T ILITTSHEDLD.
LT DT GIHTEIL_M L $e0d THBH(LPETeTHTHGLDLILY,
U5 B\ HEFFEOLILITEST S| Clovb FIPTeVEEHE
G55 JUIDSBFl. bl 6Tern  YEFPVF  OFTLISHE
U FHVCUTIL. SIS elauHD aleThHHendd H(HHD Sl
Club gl 6TETLIGI, FTDLIY LIS FLPeHLOSH@GHID FelL_(HE@GHLD
@emL 1 BITL_Henen GOUILISTGLD. @) Gwia
AUSTTHSTSBV Q(HbS BHTL_HeH6T BlenesiaydnHo GILITHL(H
Saupiev 40 MBI &6 (EHmiDnIGHLpenosemeTd Haiy)
2 LIaITES SIH@GLD, LOGTHB\HLOLSEVIG@GID 6 HiSHLILIHTesTnest
(Lomh@ 1:13). FMDLIGY LiFestHLpenLouiedhb S el auenyuiley
47 BT_s6 @\HlIgId, SAeudMleT eIy @BmIDHISFLHEOLOSEIT
Cloh gl FTevEHV CaTdHILL_alevenscy.

SHevL_-

leurb Flmev eI IeH C\BM_&&LD [BITGITSHTLD
BIboTessiy ed\(mbal 2 eengl. &H.. 32500 yewngev HiGGaHwT
a1 @) _$@6v Qb 40 HTL_Fewend @GNS B! (PSCTUPSGUTS
GlFmeveuLILIL 1 (HEHID &I TR @\bs SigiFii,
BmEFFemLT6T YTLDLIGH L SHFHev O\HHSBeVEN6V.
@ CwHGaur Sevev &l Sauflett FayTHGemT @QbFH HenFIIenLId
HL 1L _ewemi_alcvencv. U&HCGal, @Qhd FTIHIHNSHH HIL_Lq
0l6Vh FHIFTEVHENS LGV FeOLIFGT HeHL_LIG L ILIHGUEHGD. 3 6OTT6V,
Glevh &I BT F6TT AHN(PSHILHGHILIL L BTeilled(Hb S, Dendd
FL_LIG SHAUTHET LiGUTev o emlenald SalTHBHemT; Ul
SVRIHIIILGG SO euetTenid o LICUTASSHILL L g
LISV, LOGBT| SILG-SSLILIL_TLOGYILD, TG
@QEOFHFHLIIL_TLOGIID Y TTHENETHGT [BL_[hHEwT. GLOTHSHLOTSH,
IHFTeVLD, FeoLICUTT Hhisefern elh@Giil ampdhenaenL
#Gp FTHMSF LMTES aeosoldiu)d Leflls B Semmad
DpbD 3.

@QIbBT_&6fllev  Glevp gidmeuomesrg  Gomoenr  $HCHTe0HS
FELSEMTID, Fov LoJLjaLf FenLSETTEID (EHe0HHT,
IHBTeT, blogigen  Gumeipener)  HemL_Lig SHH (p)
AUBHBD . Qenaseney Fev FenLiger, Llaeielldh HLpenLoseficn
YITHmT  BLSHPSDTT; @ Fev  FenLsenev,
Clovib FIFTEVSHHEL  REUCRUT(H BHTEHLD ST THENET BL_d@SLD.
GLopanplii’ L FenLisenlev HCHSHT, Llevp FIHTeVSHET GHOILI-
L prlseflev alGray ypmgeneens b HRGTDET].

SIBBTL_FeMTaleT: FIDLG LigeT, 6oLfiu  alumpsGipenio,
il CeueTeNdHLpenio LOHMID VLT HEUILOT@GLD. FTDLIGY
Lt eTemigl (6/2/08) Glevbdl HTevHD6T (LPHeV BHIT6MT@LD.
@6V, FMDLGY 6TeN GUTTHENS BLOLPENL U LITaIdHends
@GP B GBS e ST_HEDEs ey,
95 QGuaaler LTHSEHSSTS BHID  FHISS (DS
G@hdsaievency. GLfi almb. a6t @bs Hewnd “GClLiflur” prer
616U SYEPSHFLILIHAD HI? AFDGHF FTIEUT6LOGHTET6GUGTDTEV,
umawy QCwFaEE S CAHIYD 6TETERTHDH) SeUHT
Favemaniey enhHeny; e, HGH FbLubHealf
2 UGHBTT AHHTUHHGLD 6(F Gl hetrenn G 1q FGary
CouesstHoloatiiGs e _auflesr S AHBLOMUNHHS F)-
AUF5Cal, Ibd Deardews LG’ oTer  GHIBHUBGL
el eumermileveneuCu!  SHSFH, LT DeTSHHen)
(23/3/08) @Cwaalstr Glaubiient HILD BHlenera] @ nHGDILD,
QTR MHSHCDMD. Sjau) LoJesidend 6leuls s, eLpesTDILD
BTeTr 2 uTTEH61BLpbBHT!

Clovib FlFTevHENS HemL LG LILIQITHEHSHE @I(HLD HETHLOSHET
6TeoTasT?  GloVh FHIFTGULD 6TGTLIGI BTD QCUFGHHTH FHIHHLD
OFTesT_T(HaUSDEHT 606V &I Ha(hH&hE LIFSTUILIHeUSDGSHT
D GTeT HTESHH L LD  SjVev 6TaILIHS FHTD 2 cwieal g
(WP&FIID. eTblesiasiiev, @Gwe: Favienauisy SemDUILIHLOLIG
Oeme(y)  Cumsin’ L GUTgl ISeIHSSHTS Led LS
OLicTTLOE N FHEHEE SauT @QeuaiTn] 2 eIHSTJ: “eTHFSeuLblest
GLTTSDHCeNT, HRIGET CTETHHTH JLPTLOGY, 2 BIHEHHHTHAILD,
2 _BIFET GTEHETHEHSHTEHA|D DY(LPBIFET  (QUISST 23:28). BLoGHLD
BTG QUHBDHHTEUT_Tev, YW LOHPFFIIeHL_auTy
eTeTOMT, BLOFCG6TM Lietteniiid  CFJhdeumd  6TedTGOT
BTD  BlenasT&HeuTaHTl.  cTolemalley, @BV  HLOGSEG
YelH@GI Betteno gFIb el Gl 11 GUTaGevensy.
LTS, @b Clevbg STeuld (LppaSeIn Bmb @Cwselesr
FAIEUILTHHEDGT  Blenetiadn(HoGLTS, LITald 6TealaeTa,
QFTHEenLOWITET S 6TeLenD, @PL Fliest  aleneudHyuwin
GTGITGT  GTGITLIGNGUILD, 4GWTL_au [HLOLSG 6FHTessTLy (HS@GHLD
DYGITGT  QYLPID  GTGIGITOQUGTLIGHSILID HuiTesNiss Gaasst(hlLb.
@QGws Favenal LISHe BLD LTauSHD6HT LOFSSHTT. 616D
2 _GuTenLoGmiLl BLD, fauen] alFaTFS S, LMTal aITpSenSeniL
Al (h  aTbHHHhHICaToLosDTew,  BLd@G  @QCGwa
Filew giaett eLpevd s aGInh @F alsEGiu 2 pej
STHSILIL_(H  CIFTEIGLGUTEIITERTT 6 LIJLD L ETHSLD
o GeTHend HeONSHADSH. UH, Q@QbS 6lalbHFTeULLTET F,
BTD  Yewi_aiflest LMenauisy GhJewln,  HTCRILLOTS
BL_SHBOMLOT 6768 BLOEHLD HTGLD LifiFavenest G\ g LIMT&H@ELD
@I S FhEILILLTEGD. Cogid, dauflest H(h cuFeTLOTHILI



TAC Youth Leader Attends Conference

Mr Daniel Alexander is a youth leader
in the Tamil Annual Conference. He
was selected to attend a training conference
for trainers in voluntary youth organizations
in Tallinn, Estonia in December 2007.

Daniel was involved in his Annual Conference
Campus Ministry which organized the
Higher Education Project 2005-2007.
This was an effort to bring information to

the grassroots local communities on the
academic and skills training opportunities
provided by the Malaysian government. The
Higher Education team conducted 29 such
awareness projects in the two year period.

On the basis of their report, Daniel was
nominated to attend this conference which
was organized by the Asia-Europe Foundation
(ASEF), the Alliance of European Voluntary

Service Organizations, and its Estonian
member Association. Along with 30 others
from Asia and Europe they delved deeper
into the importance and dynamics needed to
run successful voluntary organizations.

(This is a brief summary of Daniel’s report
he sent to Pelita Methodist. For further
information he can be contacted at jesuniel(@
gmail.com)

Daniel Alexander is standing fourth from left.

Cagnandams HHBCHTH anmfdHs, 2 LanFdHs 6l@md s
Sy 5PV ATHID LOSHHEHHE BLOOT @QUIGTD 2 Saleniu
O Galesst(hHIp.

LOGTIBGT LILpSHdd SHidh@ GO | QI6HT 6T6TMILD, FHTeor
FHITEUBIFHTEULOTSHS SenL_LILq & HlalHLD FLOTSMLIBIFHENET
eefiPev @l (hd  CFTHGHLOM L MedT  6TeIMID  [HTLD
Gaemalii 1q (hSHCDMD. Y6, LIPSHBEISEHEMLLD, FLD-
JSTUBIGEHGMLLD  BOMLPEOL W Halb@Gil  aImpdhendenlL

OlFaema LSS LTI SHS LlmememeunGLo.
CevhgIFTevdend  BID  FHwmeT  SessTGesstmL L HGHT(H)
9ia)|(&SaTeILOGTTEY, SIBHTL_FHEIT BLOGE, Gy

Y FTAUTHBEIFHEENTS CHTUT(HRUHLD 6T6LIF| Hevotesstid. @)Guwid
QeeEEssHDG albd CHTESHEHMES HID FHT Henaaley
CFmeTenGalessT(HILD. 3|o\F6TEUT6aIETDTGY, LTl &emT&iL
2_GUEFLDESFET  IGTAIHHGLD, SDIpewL L LM(HSefeimaif)
QUL FlieoL mHemGal @]  AUBSTT.  (@)SHTeUEIFHETEV
@ 3ICGa  BD  6TETERTLOMUNHEHGH6ILOETDTCY, | EHTL_aufleoT
feTeOLILID, Dfend HILPLD LD mid CHTeTer CauessT(hLD 6T6sTD
2 GRTERLOGHILID Lomdd Lom GL_mb. OFTL_Jb gl BLOLPEmL LI
UGG ampdens FTUGSSILL (h  aleN(hHaubD@ BHTLD
UT_aleny @Qeenld HDHHLHEHoMI F1qF GCayGaumb.
Qevauessng et ClevhEl  HTVSDID  esTL_aufles
o gaiulemey @)SIGa BLOLPEnL Il ey iaomuiHLILISTS!

News from TAC
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povetty anc/ injustice

A new Bible which connects Scriptures with some of the biggest issues of
our day has been launched by Bible Society.

by Anne Thomas

he Poverty and Justice Bible, the latest

release from Bible Society, has broken
new ground as the first ever to literally
highlight the more than 2,000 passages
that reveal God’s sorrow over poverty and
injustice, and His command to believers to
act to eradicate them.

The new edition challenges the notion that
the Bible is a dusty, outdated rulebook,
and shows that God — through the Bible -
was already speaking out on poverty long
before anyone else.

The Rt Rev Dr Tom Wright, Bishop of
Durham and Bible Society’s President,
said, “Poverty and injustice are two of the
biggest issues of our day, challenging the
minds of politicians and social activists
around the world.

“The imbalance of global wealth, famine,
water shortages, exploitation and corruption
are all issues that invoke outrage — and
demand attention. But The Poverty and
Justice Bible shows that, in speaking out
on these issues, God got there first.”

Far from being irrelevant, the Poverty

The Poverty and Justice Bible

and Injustice Bible demonstrates that
God’s Word has “something to say
about issues that resonate today”, the
bishop added.

“This Bible connects with the very fabric
of today’s world, with all its problems and
messiness —and has something powerful to
say,” he said.

Bible Society was inspired to develop the
new Bible after Pastor Rick Warren, of
Purpose Driven fame, admitted that he had
missed more than 2,000 verses that speak
of God’s heart for the poor despite studying
theology and being a pastor for decades.
He claimed that Christians risked losing
their credibility if they failed to speak out
against poverty and injustice.

Christian leader and commentator Tony
Campolo added, “Here’s proof that faith
without commitment to justice for the
poor is a sham, because it ignores the
most explicit of all the social concerns
of Scripture.”

Bible Society staff and experts spent
months debating and sifting through the
Contemporary English Version (CEV)
Bible to pull out the verses that say

something about God’s attitude to poverty
and justice. The result was more than 2,000
sections, with almost every page from
Genesis to Revelation emphasising just
and fair behaviour.

The organisation hopes that the Poverty and
Justice Bible will also act as a springboard
for Christians to take action on these issues
by helping them link social action with
Scripture.

The new Bible, produced with support
from aid agency World Vision, includes a
32-page study guide written by bestselling
authors Nick and Claire Page, and covering
a wide range of timely issues from equality
to education, farming to Fairtrade.

The studies highlight that concern for the
oppressed is foundational to faith, and
encourage action — from giving, to praying,
to living responsibly.

Bible Society’s Chief Executive James
Catford said, “For us in this country, issues
of poverty and justice have increasingly
become front and centre. What this Bible
shows is that on the topics that challenge
us every day, God got there first. The Bible
has something to say about life and, in
fact, there’s nothing on earth that we can
experience that the Bible doesn’t tackle.

“The Poverty and Justice Bible helps
the Church engage with the Bible more
effectively by linking Scripture with issues
that are rooted in today’s world. For Bible
Society, this is just as important as our
work to make the Bible available. It’s all
part of the fight against Bible poverty.”

By Christian Today
www.christiantoday.com.my

Used with Permission.

Copyright © 2008 Christian Today. All rights reserved.
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.



General Conference 2008

The Methodist Church in Malaysia
15-20 September, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah

reparations are underway for the
9th Session General Conference in
September. According to Mr Tung Kam
Seng, the GC Secretary, this gathering will
have two events of note besides the usual
business matters of the General Conference.

The first is the celebration of the 40th
Anniversary of the autonomy of the
Methodist Church. In 1968 it became a
separate General Conference from the
United Methodist Church, USA, known
then as the Methodist Church in Malaysia
and Singapore.

The second is a series of four workshops
that covers various aspects of the life
of the Methodist Church. These are (i)
Evangelism & Church Planting, (ii)
Discipleship (Prayer, Bible Study, Holy
Living, Small Groups, etc.), (iii) Church
& Society, and (iv) Missions.

More information will be forthcoming.
Let us uphold this gathering as Methodists
discuss and decide on matters of
importance and strategic to the growth
of the Church and its fulfillment of the
purposes of God.

GC Secretary Mr Tung Kam Seng

Petitions To The 9th Session General Conference
The Methodist Church In Malaysia

etitions to the General Conference

for the revision of any provision in
The Book of Discipline of The Methodist
Church in Malaysia 2004 (hereinafter
referred to as the “Methodist Discipline”)
may be made by any organization,
minister or lay member of the Methodist
Church in accordance with Para. 507 of
the Methodist Discipline.

The Petition Forms are available at all
Annual Conference head offices or from
the Methodist Headquarters at No. 69,
Jalan 5/31, 46000 Petaling Jaya. (Email:
gc@methodistchurch.org.my).

Each petition should make reference to
the specific provision in the Methodist
Discipline 2004. All petitions should be
submitted in triplicate not later than July
16, 2008, to:

The General Conference Secretary
Methodist Headquarters

69, Jalan 5/31

46000 Petaling Jaya

Selangor Darul Ehsan.

EXTRACT OF PARA. 507 OF
METHODIST DISCIPLINE

Petitions to General Conference:

Any organization, minister, or lay member
of The Methodist Church may petition The
General Conference by sending to the
secretary a signed petition addressed to
the members of the General Conference
stating the local church of which each
petitioner is a member. Each petition shall
meet the following requirements:

Three copies of it should be supplied to
the General Conference secretary in time

to be received by him not later than sixty
days before the opening day of the General
Conference session, except that the sixty
day rule shall not apply to the case of
Annual Conferences which meet less than
sixty days prior to the opening day of the
General Conference.

It should deal with only one subject and
should propose revisions within only one
chapter of the Discipline.

If it is one of a series each petition should
be written on a separate sheet.

All petitions received in time shall be
processed by the secretary in order that
they may be received by the appropriate
legislative committees at their first meeting.

General Conference 2008



Majlis Gereja-Gereja Malaysia
Council Of Churches Of Malaysia

Press Statement

Confiscation Of
English Bibles In Malaysia

t has been brought to our attention that a Malaysian Christian

has suffered much spiritual anguish and indignation as she
had her English Bibles confiscated by the Custom Officers at
the airport (LCCT) recently, when she returned from a visit to
Manila, Philippines.

The Custom Officer had insisted that the English Bibles had to
be sent to the Internal Security Ministry’s Control Division of
Publications and Al-Quran Texts (Bahagian Kawalan Penerbitan
dan Teks Al-Quran), for clearance.

The Council of Churches is flabbergasted that such acts are
happening in our country with such frequency and impunity.

We want to state categorically that the Bible is Holy Scripture
for Christians. No authority on earth should deny Christians the
right to possess, read and travel with their Bibles.

The Council of Churches calls for the immediate release of the Bibles
with an official apology by the Custom Department of Malaysia.

We call upon the Prime Minister, who is also the Internal Security
Minister to make a clear and unequivocal statement to assure
Christians in the country that they will not be subject to such
harassment and that their holy books will not be subject to the
scrutiny of the Control Division of Publications and Al-Quran
Texts of the Internal Security Ministry.

For a country that has celebrated, cultivated and sustained fifty
years of religious freedom and harmonious living between
all faith communities, this latest episode is another example
of how the unilateral actions of certain government agencies
are undermining the government’s stated claims of protecting
religious freedom in the country.

Rev. Dr. Hermen Shastri,
General Secretary, CCM
4 February 2008.

Check it Out!

Powerful - Moving

Unforgettable

ONE
DO SOMETHING
English | fi7C | Bahasa Malaysia

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF A CHILD...

The One Life Reveolution is a unique interactive, walk-through exhibit that allows you to
see, hear and experience the tragedy and triumph lived out by real children affected by
AIDS and child trafficking. See life through their eyes. Be amazed by their resilience.

2008 Nationwide Tour
05 - 08 Mar
15- 16 Mar

Main Foyer, Monash University, Petaling Jaya (%am - 7pm}
NAPEI 23rd Malaysian Education Fair, Mid Valley Exhibition Centre, Kuala Lumpur
KB Mall, Kota Bahru

Sarawak Tourism Complex, Kuching

10- 12Apr

01 - 04 May Time:10am - 10pm

Organised hy: In collaboration with: Supported by:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - GANADA - KOREA - JAPAN - AUSTRALIA - NEW ZEALAND - SINGAPORE - MALAYSIA

FREE ADMISSION!

03} 7880 6414
www.worldvision.com.my

One Life Revolution
— Take a Journey in the

Footsteps of A Child

he One Life Revolution is a unique interactive, walk-through

exhibit that allows you to see, hear and experience the
tragedy and triumph lived out by real children affected by AIDS
and child trafficking. See life through their eyes. Be amazed by
their resilience.

Organized by World Vision Malaysia, this experiential exhibit
will be held at several venues, as listed below.

05-08 Mar Main Foyer, Monash University, Petaling Jaya
(9am — 7pm).

15-16 Mar NAPEI 23rd Malaysian Education Fair,
MidValley Exhibition Centre, Kuala Lumpur.

10-12 Apr KB Mall, Kota Bahru.

01-04 May Sarawak Tourism Complex, Kuching.

Admission is free. For further see their website:
www.worldvision.com.my

CCM Press Statement
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Membership

8
a

FRIENDS OF STM

% Are individuals / Families
% Annual pledge of RM300 or more.

PARTNERS OF STM
% Are churches / organisations

% Annual pledge of RM1 000 or more.

FRIENDS & PARTNERS REPLY SLIP

| / Church would like to enclose RM cash / cheque no:
as an annual pledge toward:

STM Friend RM300 RM500 1 RM1 000 RM

STM Partner [1RM1000 [TRM5000 [1RM10,000 [1RM

Person/Church Name:

Address :

Phone: (O) (H) (H/P)

Fax : Email:

Church name:

Preferred language correspondence: [1 English [l Chinese

ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE CROSSED A/C PAYEE ONLY AND MADE PAYABLE TO:
“SEMINARI THEOLOJI MALAYSIA”

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Signature:

Date:

Ip
Ei . Friends & Partners of STM
by ' M (shn Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Lot 3011 Taman South East, Jalan Tampin Lama Batu 3, 70100 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan
. . Tel: 06-6322815 Fax: 06-6329766 Email: denise(@stm.edu.my (F&P Coordinator) Website: www.stm.edu.my

STM Friends and Partners

1

3




Prayer Retreat
for Methodist Pastors’ Wives

Date: 18-21 August 2008

he theme of this retreat is “Friendship with God,” and will be facilitated by Dr. Lee Bee Teik. The purpose is to “come at the
invitation of our Lord Jesus recorded in Mark 6:31, ‘Come with Me by yourselves to a quiet place and take some rest.”

* Venue: Clear Water Sanctuary, Batu Gajah, Perak.

* Registration Fee : RM50.00.
Food and Accomodation are fully sponsored.

* For more information contact : Mrs Dorcas Ong — 012-4193727.
* For registration contact : Mrs Lai Lay Ean — 012-5567048.
* All correspondence directed to : Mrs Dorcas Ong

Organizing Secretariat

c/o Wesley Methodist Church Ipoh

121 Jalan Lahat, 30200 Ipoh, Perak.
Phone: 012-4193727  Fax: 05-2540024
email: layean.sept07@gmail.com

Celebrating

gﬁgl God’s Word

£RED RERRZEHERR at Work in Malaysia

2ERR FHLTHA

his Malaysian Scriptures Exhibition will be held at
RISERT Wl AL Bible House at No 2 Jalan SS 20/10 Damansara Kim

RERRAERAE KL% 47400 Petaling Jaya until the end of the year.

% Guthrie £ Visitors will be able to see various Bibles and Scripture

portions in Malaysian languages including 19th century

G; Malay, as well as indigenous languages such as Sengoi,
ﬁ Dusun, Murut, Iban, Penan, Kenya and more.

Sub ;EIS Visitors will also learn about the origin of the Alkitab

Berita Baik, the Bible in Bahasa Malaysia.

utheran Gatden The Exhibition is open to visitors during our usual
operating hours
TOHreCS Monday — Thursday : 9.00am - 5.30pm
A MODERN CHRISTIAN CEMETERY Friday + 5.00am - 4,300

i - 03-7960 7066 et Saturday : 9.00am — 1.00pm
FH#:019-335 1977 W‘

w8 . ¢ Lutheran Garden Berhad osssor)
Pk : www.lutherangarden.com R lutherangarden@gmail.com

Annoucements

Admission is FREE




N aren

['_:'.’I,U'.

ZR-56

XIAO EN GROUP

Nilai Memorial Park

One of Malaysia's most beautiful memorial park,
Nilai Memorial Park is situated just 30 minutes away
from Kuala Lumpur. Surrounded by lush natural
greenery, the Park successfully combines the best of
oriental traditions and architecture with western
planning and design. Set amidst all this is a series of
tastefully designed and crafted memorials and niche
columbariums, which not only provide a serene final
resting place for our departed loved ones but also

= 3 -
Special Design Burial Plot Open-Air Columbarium for others to pay their respects.
Al TSt TFIBEE K

Xiao En Bereavement Care Packages

There is peace of mind in being able to fulfill your
final act of filial piety and assurance knowing that
every detail will be taken care of conscientiously.
There is dignity in a meaningful ritual well planned
and well performed. A Xiao En Bereavement Care
Package ensures that the warm memories of your
. departed loved one will endure for generations to
Professional Arrangements Imported Luxury Hearse come.

LlsEkl HOZEHERE

Xiao En Centre

— — Xiao En Centre, as a complex for social education
and life ceremony, is complemented with function
halls for memorial services and funeral rites. We are
also equipped with facilities to hold cultural &
community events including art exhibitions &
seminars. The centre’s design, which combines the
modern sensibilities & traditional concepts which
appraise human values represents our unfailing
commitment  towards celebration of life

- - el —

Xiao En Centre, Jalan Kuari, Cheras Multi Function Halls
R SERED EIn Ehe (R

excellences.

NILAI MEMORIAL PARK « XIAO EN BEREAVEMENT CARE . XIAO EN CENTRE « XIAO EN CULTURAL

CORPORATE OFFICE No 1 Jalan Kuari Cheras 56100 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia
T +603 9145 3888 F +603 9145 3999 W www.xiao-en.com Tollfree 1-800-88-8333 (24 Hours)



Methodist College Kuala Lumpur

SCIENCE

Hwa En Ning
A-Level, Kung Eun Shil
Class of 2007. A-Level,
Admitted to Class of 2007. Class of 2007.
London School of Economics Admitted to Admitted to
to study Government International Medical University International Medical University
5 Economics on Scholarship. (IMU) to study Medicine. (IMU) to study Medicine.
(= )
Name University Placement Degree Program
Course Intakes 2008 Seah Min Ken Imperial College London Biomedicine
Kan Chee Woh International Medical University (IMU) Medicine
e GCE A-Level Jan uary*, March & Ju Iy Leong Siaw Lin International Medical University (IMU) Medicine
e AUSMAT Janu ary* on |y Jacinta Sharmala Antoine Monash University Malaysia Medicine
. . Isuru R Sirisinghe Monash University Malaysia Medicine
* Diplomain ECE March & August Kishandh Thiren Harikrishnan  Melaka Manipal Medical College Medicine
o English Studies (a" year round) Kugashini Balakrishnan Melaka Manipal Medical College Medicine
Matthew D Arul Melaka Manipal Medical College Medicine
Scholarships Available Pavitra Danapal Melaka Manipal Medical College Medicine
Merit and Special Scholarships** Priyadharshini Balakrishnan ~ Melaka Manipal Medical College Medicine
. Meera Chandrasekhar Asian Institute of Medicine, Science &Technology Medicine
are available. Apply now! Parvin B Devan Cyberjaya University College Medicine
Koh Pang Tsen International Medical University (IMU) Pharmacy
* Forecast SPM results accepted for January 2008 Intake Stephanie Hiew Ting Ting University of Nottingham, Malaysia Pharmacy
** Special Scholarships for children of Methodist Churches & Pastors; S00 Cheng Dar University of Sheffeld Engineering
Terms & conditions apply Jeyaganes Prabaharan University of Nottingham, Malaysia Engineering
Lydia Ooi Shu Lin University of Nottingham, Malaysia Engineering
Ong Han Ming University of Nottingham, Malaysia Engineering
Nigel Yong Ki-Shen Loughborough University Engineering
Christine Cheah Yin Hui Franklin & Marshall College English
Audrey Kwong Ming Yee University of Nottingham, Malaysia Accounting & Finance
Low AiYing University of Newcastle Accounting
Yeoh Choong Zeen University of Aberdeen Accounting & Finance
Shannon Fernandez University of Hertfordshire Accounting & Finance

A-LEVEDR QAUSMATR(CHIDHOODY. ENGLISHY

STUDIES STUDIES

f
S
N
@

[t Currlculum
Council

For more information, contact:

METH OD lST Off Jalan Tun Sambanthan 4, Brickfields

50470 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia Qv
KUALA LUMPUR !
COLLEGE Tel: (603) 2274 1851 Fax: (603) 2273 6102 S
Veritas Viveit Omnia Email: ask@MethodistCollegeKL.edu.my
www.MethodistCollegeKL.edu.my 2
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