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"HE Who Is In You Is 6GREATER

THAN

HE Who Is In The World’

he title of this sermon comes from 1

John 4:4. The Apostle John writes
concerning the battle against sin, heresies
and false prophets in the Christian life.
Against this background, he assures
Christians that God is far more powerful
than Satan, and, therefore, is able to give
us victory against all the forces of evil
arrayed against us.

This message is relevant to us at both the
level of our personal spiritual conflict and
growth, as well as that of the church’s
wider responsibility in the socio-political
context of our time. It speaks to the world
of corruption in public life, political
chicanery, power abuse, economic
exploitation, and social evils of all kinds.
Christians sometimes treat the Bible’s
message as relevant only to personal
salvation and individual spiritual change.
The result, unfortunately, is that we often
talk about discipleship in church without
any reference to Christian socio-political
responsibilities in the world.

The church is called to be a blessing to
the world through her prayers, faithful
witness, and holiness in believers’ lives.
For Methodist in particular, we need to
remember that John Wesley and his co-
workers explicitly stated that they were
called, “To reform the nation, especially the
church, and to spread scriptural holiness
over the land.” Consequently, their ministry
led to one of the greatest revival in modern
history, bringing multitudes to Christ until
almost 5% of England’s adult population
became Methodist. Social change and
national reforms followed!

Many Malaysians today are aware that we
are a nation in crisis. Ethnic and religious
tensions are at an all-time high. Never has
there been so much politicking between
the government and the opposition in
our history. The culture of corruption
has never run so deep, and distrust of

the courts never so great. Despite the
monotonous annual reports of students
getting more and more lorry-loads of A’s
in national examinations, everyone knows
that our education standards continue to
fall. And the list goes on!

More and more are leaving the country
as they see its continuing slide downhill.
In the past, it was largely the non-Malays
who emigrated. Now even Malays are
leaving! Many of our students continue
to go overseas for studies. In one report,
between March 2008 to August 2009,
50,000 students went. But the writer
asked, How many will return? Behind that
lies another question: What future does
Malaysia have?

Like others, many Christians have left
also; and more will go. Others may stay,
but will tell their children to go. Some are
trying to make a difference in our nation,
but they are a tiny minority.

The majority just feel a sense of utter
helplessness. Many have also taken the
attitude of ‘If you can’t beat them, join
them!” With the problem of corruption
running so deep in the corridors of
political and economic power, sadly many
Christians are caught up in the same
cynical abuses, both in the public and the
private sectors. Like Esau (Gen 25: 29-
34), some of us are selling our birthrights
for short-term monetary gain! That is the
level of the Christian faith for many today.

What then are we to make of Wesley’s central
theme was, “To reform the nation, especially
the church, and to spread scriptural holiness
over the land’? Does God call Christians in
this country, and Methodists in particular,
to play a similar role today? If so, are we
up to the task? Will the Malaysian church
fulfil God’s purpose for her in our day and
age? Or, do we simply give up and say, Apa
boleh buat?
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Continued on page 4 -



HAH ALAM: The official opening of the Shah Alam

Christian Cemetery by Datuk Bandar Shah Alam Dato’
Mazalan Md. Noor was held in a simple ceremony at the
integrated inter-religious cemetery in Section 21 on July 29.
The Cemetery which was previously dedicated on October 24
last year is now officially opened to the public and ready for
use. The Cemetery contains 1132 burial plots for adults and
100 plots for children.

Organised by Shah Alam City Council (MBSA), the ceremony
was attended by officials from MBSA, members of Shah
Alam Christian Fellowship (SACF), representatives from the
Council of Churches Malaysia (CCM), Christian Federation
of Malaysia (CFM) and National Evangelical Christian

2011 World Methodist Conference Registration §

egistration for the 2011 World Methodist Conference in

Durban, South Africa is now open! The World Methodist
Council website, http://www.worldmethodistcouncil.org
contains a link to the 2011 World Methodist Conference
registration page. Conference information, accommodation
options and pre and post Conference tours can be accessed
through this site. The Conference theme is “Jesus Christ,
for the Healing of the Nations.” Dr. George Mulrain,

Fellowship Malaysia (NECF). The other guests included the
founder member of SACF Rev. Fr. Raymond Pereira and
former committee members of SACF.

In his address, Datuk Bandar reminded that the Christian
Cemetery is an inter-denominational cemetery reserved for
the burial of Christians residing in Shah Alam. It is managed
and maintained by MBSA while SACF acts as “Friends of
the Cemetery” and assists MBSA in maintaining the dignity
of the area. SACF too assists in endorsing the burial forms of
the deceased Christian members. Later, led by Datuk Bandar,
guests had a walk-around the Cemetery.

Guests were later treated to tea sponsored by Nirvana
Memorial Park.

Pastor David Tham the chairperson of SACE expres*_
sincere gratitude to all involved in making the dream of a
cemetery a reality for the Christians in Shah Alam — a dream
which had been talked about for over eight years.

By Teresa Lai

Chairperson of the Conference Program Committee, indicates
that Evangelism rallies in local churches, a street parade
and public rally on the steps of Durban’s City Hall, a South
African Cultural night and Beach party, local crafters from
Methodist mission projects and South African music will all
be a part of the Durban experience! The Conference is open
to anyone who wishes to attend. The venue for the event is the
Inter-national Convention Center in Durban (ICC).
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CHURCH (abides in Christ and walks as He walked)

"We can be sure that we know God if we obey his commands.
Anyone who says, 'l know God,' but does not obey God’s
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. But if
someone obeys God’s teaching, then in that person God’s love
has truly reached its goal. This is how we can be sure we are

living in God: Whoever says that he lives in God must live as
Jesus lived" (1 Jn 2:3-6, NCV).
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For God's grace and mercy on the nation

e For the rakyat: that the eyes of their hearts & minds be enlightened
® to know the truth and love of God

® to discern and judge rightly

® to uphold moral uprightness

® to be grateful and thankful

For the national leadership & the lawmakers
¢ wisdom, honesty, courage and the will to lead the nation justly and
with integrity

For the new IGP Tan Sri Ismail Omar and the police force
under his leadership

e integrity and efficiency

e that there will be no political interference

For the rakyat in Sabah & Sarawak to enjoy clean and
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their lives be soon restored
Since July, unprecedented monsoon rains and flooding have been
causing devastation in Pakistan.
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Is change possible? Can anything be done to
reverse the downward trends in our nation?
On this, again, Wesley has something to
say. Immorality was rife in 18th century
England from the king down to the poorest
masses, with a level of corruption far
worse than most developing nations today.
Gambling was the favourite pastime of the
rich, as much as drunkenness through gin
was destroying the poor. Economic disparity
was so great that even within the church, a
bishop’s salary could be 200 times that of
a pastor. Against this background, Wesley’s
stated goal, “To reform the nation, especially
the church, and to spread scriptural
holiness over the land’ seems naive at best,
and arrogant and stupid at worst!

Yet something happened in England, and
by mid-19th century things had completely
turned around! Victorian England was not
only known for integrity and virtues, but
also became the most powerful nation on
earth! In describing this change, Professor
Harold Perkins (The Origins of Modern
English Society, 1969) said that, ‘between
1780 and 1850 the English ceased to be
one of the most aggressive, brutal, rowdy,
outspoken, riotous, cruel and bloodthirsty
nations in the world and became one
of the most inhibited, polite, orderly,
tender-minded, prudish and hypocritical.’
Leaving aside Perkins’ sarcasm and touch
of cynicism, the point is that something
fundamental had changed!

Historians have noted two keys Christian
influences that acted together with others
to bring this about. The first was the 18th
century evangelical revival under Wesley.
This revival, which began around 1740,
impacted largely the poor. Holiness lay
at the heart of Wesley’s pastoral concern
and class meetings, and through these the
revival ‘spread scriptural holiness over
the land.” Two writers, Ronald Wraith and
Edgar Simpkins (Corruption in Developing
Countries, London, Allen & Unwin, 1963,
p- 179f) described the results as follows:
‘The Methodist movement and its aftermath
coincided with the industrial revolution,
and was more largely responsible than
any other influence for the integrity ... of
a large section of the working class.” And
it was this that gave to the emerging labour
movement in the 19th century Britain ‘its
stability, its thrift and its incorruptibility.’

The other great Christian influence came
from William Wilberforce and his group,
called the Clapham Sect. (See, e.g.,
Stephen Tomkins, The Clapham Sect: How
Wilberforce’s Circle Changed Britain, Lion,
2010.) They came from Anglicans who had
been touched by the Wesleyan revival and
strongly influenced the upper -classes.
Wilberforce, in 1787, wrote in his journal:
‘God Almighty has set before me two great
objects, the suppression of the slave trade
and the reformation of manners.” Over
the next generation, both objectives were
brilliantly accomplished. Not only was

slavery abolished throughout the British
empire after an epic parliamentary battle
of almost 45 years, but upper class morality
was profoundly reformed. In summing up
the impact of Wesley and Wilberforce,
together with the Utilitarians and others,
Wraith and Simpkins (p. 182) concluded:
‘Had not these religious currents flowed
so strongly under the surface of national
life during the nineteenth century, it is
questionable whether corruption would
have been virtually destroyed by the
century’s end.’

In more recent times, the South African
church has another lesson to teach us.
In 1994, the old era was finally coming
to an end. The country was preparing for
democratic elections for the first time, after
decades of apartheid rule. Yet everything
was not well, with racial tensions, having
built up for centuries, finally ready to
explode into a massive civil war! The three
main political groups, the National Party,
Inkatha Freedom Party and the ANC,
representing the Afrikaans, the Zulus, and
the majority of the blacks in the country
respectively, could not agree to a formula
for the transitional government. To find a
way forward for reconciliation in the nation,
two of the world’s most highly respected
negotiators were brought in, namely Henry
Kissinger and Lord Carrington. But by 14
April, the negotiations had collapsed and
the international advisors flown off. South
Africa was on the verge of imploding, with
thousands or even millions of lives at stake!

But some Christian leaders refused to give
up and, instead, called on the whole country
to pray. Then three days later there was a
vital breakthrough. Leaders from all three
parties suddenly could agree on a carefully
worked out formula, thus ensuring that
a new unity government could be formed
and a bloody civil war averted. All these
happened in the VIP room of a stadium
in Durban, where 25,000 Christians were
praying at the same time for national
reconciliation at a Jesus Peace Rally!
When news of the breakthrough was finally
flashed throughout the world, the word
that summed up headlines everywhere
was MIRACLE! The church, through
persistent believing prayer, had become
God’s instrument of a miraculous healing
for a deeply divided nation. (See Michael
Cassidy, A Witness For Ever, Hodder &
Stoughton, 1995.)

Our nation is in turmoil. Corruption,
misguided practices of affirmative action,
self-seeking leadership and politicking have
eaten away at the nation’s socio-economic
growth. The rampant growth of interreligious
and interethnic conflicts left unchecked
will eventually destroy the delicate socio-
political fabric of our country and any
remaining confidence in it. The church is
called to be an instrument of healing and
reconciliation in the world (2 Cor 5:18f). But
are we willing to embrace our God-given

task? Do we have what it takes?

There is a well-known story in the Old
Testament (2 Kings 6:8-17) where one day
the prophet Elisha and his servant woke up
in the city of Dothan and found themselves
surrounded by enemy soldiers, sent by the
Syrian king to nab the prophet. The servant’s
reaction was, ‘Alas, my master! What shall
we do?’ Elisha’s response is instructive: ‘Do
not be afraid, for those who with us are more
than those who are with them.” Through eyes
moulded by faith, he could see the angelic
host all around. And when God finally
opened his eyes, the servant could see ‘the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of

fire all around Elisha’!

As we look at our nation, Malaysia, what do
we see? Do we see the powerful forces of
evil all around us and Satan doing his level
best to destroy this nation and the church?
Or, do we see the angelic host all around
us? Do we recognise that ‘He who is in you
is greater than he who is in the world’ (1
John 4:4)?

If the Malaysian church is to become God’s
instrument of redemption and healing
for our nation, then several things must
happen. First, our own lives must be put
right before God. For ‘without holiness no
one will see God’ (Heb 12:14)! Second, the
Malaysian church must go on our knees and
to pray with such earnestness and authority
that the prevailing spiritual darkness over
our nation will be decisively lifted and
powerfully cast aside. This will usher in a
revival that will sweep multitudes into the
kingdom of God, and plant strong, vibrant
and praying local churches up and down
the country.

Third, as in the 18th century evangelical
revival, we must teach Christians to live
holy lives, both personal and social. For
unless Christian lives are virtuous and
clean, what right or moral authority do we
have to attack the prevailing corruption
and evils around us? Fourthly, we must
ask God to raise up men and women: of
integrity to work for reforms at every level
of society. This will open the way for lasting
social and culture change. Finally, do not
expect quick-fixes! They don’t last. Are we
prepared for the long haul?

(A modified version of the sermon preached at
the 125th Anniversary Service of the Methodist
Church in Malaysia, 12 August 2010, at the
Chinese Methodist Church, Kuala Lumpur.)
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This is the English version of the article in Tamil on page 5. Editor

Cncourace

Rev. Dr. A.E. Joseph

Achurch of encouragers is a church that is alive! The deepest
principle in human nature is the craving to be appreciated.
Pastors are under increasing stress. Some ways you can encourage
your shepherd:

A.ACCOUNTABILITY

A congregation ought to be aware of a pastor’s gifts and limits which
determine their ministry priorities. The best encouragement comes
from those who understand the pressures — emotional and spiritual
— under which the pastor and his family live.

TAC NEWS
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B.BIBLICAL PRIORITIES -

A lot of discouraging things happen in churches because we don’t

understand what the church is all about. The ministry of the church

includes:-

a) Worship — everything we do for the glory of God,
corporately and individually.

b) Fellowship — caring for one another.

¢) Spiritual Formation or Discipleship — growing into Christ.

d) Mission — everything we do for Christ in the world.




C.COMMUNICATION

The habit of encouragement is to be encouraged. If you appreciate
your pastor, tell him! The only feed back they often receive are a few
words of greeting at the church door after service.

By the way, never raise a critical (or trivial) issue before — or
immediately after worship and preaching: leave it till later.

D.DISCIPLING

Every pastor should be encouraged to find his ‘three,” ‘twelve,” and
‘seventy.” Half a pastor’s time ought to be spent with God and half
with the people, without neglecting quality time with his or her
family.

E.EXAMPLE

Your faith, hope and love have a greater influence on your pastor
than you may realize. What you are is more important than what
you say.

F. FELLOWSHIP

For the church to be a fellowshipping community, people must be
networkers, incorporating new comers into fellowship groups. When
this is not done, people are lost through the ‘back door.”

G.GIFT-GIVING

The church supports the pastor materially while he helps others
spiritually (socially, emotionally and mentally, too). If there is no
office ‘clearing’ clerk, the pastor will need all kinds of help (but only
if you can keep confidences). Every church should plan to have a

staffed office.

H.(W)HOLISM

Some pastors feel guilty taking time off; they tend to work harder
than their Creator! Jesus sometimes left needy crowds to retreat to
the desert. Few pastors are lazy: more are workaholics. So encourage
your pastor to have fun. Friendship is something offered, invited and
reciprocated. He may need close friends even outside the church.

I. JUSTICE

Encourage your pastor by practicing Christianity in the world.

J. KINGDOM
Encourage your church pastor to be open to learning from other
Christians. The love of God is broader than the measure of our
church’s mind!

K.LEADERSHIP

The pastor is servant of the church — but the church is not his master.
He is a leader of fellow ministers and a shepherd, training fellow
shepherds to care for others. Dynamic churches let their leaders
lead. Pastors watch over your souls without resting, since they must
give to God an account of their service. If you obey them, they will
do their work gladly; if not they will do it with sadness and that
would be of no help to you (Hebrews 13:17).

Pastors are servant-leaders. Don’t idolize them because he is a fellow
struggler with you. Do not cut him off because we need each other.

L. OPTIMISM
Be positive in church meetings/committees. Look for possibilities.
There is always a better way. A fault-finding spirit is deadly!

M. PRAYER
Never criticize a person for whom you do not pray, and pray very
hard before you exhort him.

N.QUIET
The ideal arrangement for a pastor is to have a special place and
time each day for uninterrupted prayer and spiritual reading.

0.SMALL GROUPS (BIBLE STUDY GROUPS)

Everywhere in the world, where a church is alive, believers meet
together in house churches or informal groups for worship, fellowship,
spiritual formation (Bible Study and prayer for one another) and
mission. Your participation matters!

P. TEACHABLENESS

The preached Word is Christ’s Word, more than human words.
Be a doer as well as a hearer of the Word. There is nothing
more discouraging for a pastor than a church member who is
not teachable.

Q.UNDERSTANDING

Pastors carry awesome emotional and spiritual problems and
burdens. Don’t add to them unnecessarily. There is the constant
challenge to stay fresh and relevant in preaching. Being everything
to everybody is not easy. They, too, struggle with their sins and self-
worth. They are wounded healers, ‘broken potters’ and sometimes
even lost shepherds. So don’t compare them with other (previous)
pastors. Let your pastor be himself (Romans 15:7).

R. VISITATION

Is the pastor employed only to visit the sick, sorrowful and sinful?
Yes and no. His main task (Ephesians 4:11-12) is to equip all the
people of God to serve one another. In the New Testament (James
1:27) visitation is to be done by all who have ‘pure and genuine
religion” and in this context, the elders of the church can encourage
the pastor by visiting those in need.

May your partnership in the ministry of encouragement with your
pastor, be an enriching, enhancing, and encouraging experience! In

so doing, may God’s Kingdom be built and His Name glorified! =

Do not criticize him because he is also human and sensitive. Speak =

highly of your church and its leadership to your fellow members and
outsiders. Be a self-starter, but keep your pastor informed.
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n the 2lst century, what major
1 changes in the church should
Christians be hoping and working for?
In the final installment of the Global
Conversation four key leaders from
Malaysia, Argentina, Nigeria, and the
United States share their dreams for

major changes in the global church.

Recovering the

Supernatural
Hwa Yung

One of the big surprises of the 20th century
was the dramatic growth of the churches in
the non-western world. A bigger surprise was
that, as Philip Jenkins asserts, those churches
growing fastest are all strongly supernaturally
oriented. 'In this thought world, prophecy
is an everyday reality, while faith-healing,
exorcism, and dream-visions are all basic
components of religious sensibility.' This is true
of African Initiated Churches, Latin American
Pentecostalism, house churches in China and
India, plus numerous others.

I too grew up in a thought world wherein

ancestral  spirits, demonic  powers,
'gods' and miracles of all kinds abound.
Modern education, the most powerful of
secularization forces, almost succeeded in
getting me to toss out everything as mere
superstition. Some clearly are, but not all.
Careful reading of the Bible and the sheer
weight of empirical evidence eventually
forced me back to a supernatural
Christianity. But in this I found myself
out of sync with much of western theology.
Here at least liberals were consistent, but
not evangelicals. The liberals denied the
supernatural both in the Bible and the
present; evangelicals fought tooth and nail
to defend the miraculous in the Bible but

rarely could cope with it in real life!

Increasingly it is now recognized that much
of the western mind has been domesticated
by modernity, with its roots in Enlightenment

thought.  The
initiated by

autonomous  rationalism

Descartes and a narrow

empiricism pioneered by Hume have so
emasculated the modern worldview that what
is left is merely a mechanistic universe. The
resultant denial of the supernatural crippled
much of theology, leading to at least two

serious consequences.

First, most present-day western systematic
and pastoral theologies fail to address the
realm of the demonic, at both the personal and
cosmic levels. Many scholars simply deny or
ignore the whole subject, explaining away
numerous related biblical passages. Paul’s
references to 'principalities and powers' are
reduced to mere sociological structures; sin
and evil are discussed without reference to
the demonic. Such theologies may sit well
with modernity, but provide little or no help
for evangelists and pastors ministering to
people who are demonized or under spiritual
bondage of various kinds. Without these
issues being properly addressed, many in
the non-western world will find the gospel

impotent and irrelevant.

A P2Ist (entury

The other consequence is that western
Christianity often fails to fit the 'signs
and wonders' of the Holy Spirit into its
Until

classical Pentecostalism has tended to be

theological ~ framework. recently,
treated as some form of aberrant religion.
The same attitude was taken toward the
various versions of non-western indigenous
Christianity that also took the New Testament
teaching on spiritual gifts and the miraculous
seriously. But today, with Pentecostalism
and the charismatic movement increasingly
accepted in the west, and most of the dynamic
non-western churches taking the miraculous
seriously, it increasingly looks as if, by New
Testament standards, the real aberration is

'mainline’ western Christianity!

A 21st century Reformation will demand that

the supernatural be reinserted back into the

21st Century Reformation

heart of Christianity. The result will be not
only a sounder biblical theology but a more
powerful missional church. The world will
then understand what Jesus meant when he
said, 'But if it is by the Spirit of God that 1
cast out demons, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you!" (Mat 12:28)

Hwa Yung is a bishop of the Methodist
church of Malaysia, and a member of the
management team for Cape Town 2010. He
wrote Mangoes or Bananas—The Quest for

an Authentic Asian Christian Theology.

Back to First
Principles
Rene Padilla

Protestant

he sixteenth-century

Reformation left a profound mark not

only on the church of Jesus Christ but also
on the history of the Western world and, as
a sequel, on the history of the whole world.
Today, the state of the Christian church in
the West and beyond is such that a similar

reformation is urgently needed.

A key problem of evangelical churches
all over the world today is the unilateral
emphasis on numerical growth. For the sake
of it the Gospel is watered down, church
services are turned into entertainment
shows, and Jesus’ commandment to make
disciples is replaced by a strategy to enroll
as many “converts” as possible. In my
frequent travels I find an increasing number
of megachurches with a very high rate of
numerical growth but with very a low concern
for faithfulness to the whole Gospel and the

ethical dimensions of whole-life discipleship.



One wonders what has happened with the
vision of whole-life discipleship projected
by the First International Congress on
World Evangelization (Lausanne I, held
in Switzerland in 1974) in its celebrated

Lausanne Covenant.

Lausanne I has been regarded by many
as the most significant world evangelical
gathering held in the 20th century. There
is no exaggeration in saying that the
significance of this global conference
was mainly in the rediscovery of the
absolute importance of the socio-political
dimensions of the Gospel for the life
and mission of the church. According to
paragraph five of the Lausanne Covenant,
because 'God is both the Creator and Judge
of all people," Christians 'should share
his concern for justice and reconciliation
throughout human society and for the
liberation of men and women from every
kind of oppression.' From this perspective,

the mission of the Church must not be

reduced to the oral proclamation of the
Gospel -- 'evangelism and socio-political
involvement are both part of our Christian
duty." The traditional dichotomy between
evangelism and social responsibility is

thus practically discarded.

Several consultations organized during
the late 1970s and early 1980s by the
theological commission of the Lausanne
Movement — a commission chaired by John
Stott — explored in depth the implications
of these and similar statements made in
the Covenant. The various statements that
emerged from these consultations provide
both a solid basis and a very rich agenda

for Christian action in the world.

Unfortunately, Lausanne II, held in
Manila in 1980, failed to follow up Lausanne
I with regard to a holistic understanding of
the Christian mission. To a large extent, it
resulted in a reaffirmation of the traditional

separation between evangelism and social

action that has so deeply affected Western
Christendom, especially in its evangelical

expression, for the last couple of centuries.

One big question with regards to The Third
Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization
in Cape Town this year is whether it will
simply be a rubber stamp of Lausanne II, or
whether it will allow the Spirit to use God’s
Word and thus become a stepping stone
for the urgently needed reformation of the

church in the spirit of Lausanne I.

Rene Padilla is emeritus president of the
Kairos Foundation and director of Kairos
Books. He is a founding member of the Latin
American Theological Fellowship, and author
of Mission Between the Times: Essays on the

Kingdom of God.
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A Wider Welcome

Femi B. Adeleye

uring my last visit to Ethiopia I joined
Dstudents at Addis Ababa University for
a meeting of the Evangelical Students’ and
Graduates’ Union of Ethiopia (EvaSUE). They
are part of a remarkably courageous Ethiopian
church that survived the repressive regime
of Mengistu Haile Mariam. Believers had to
painfully go underground under persecution
between 1974 and 1991 while the regime
tortured and murdered tens of thousands. But
afterwards the church emerged irrepressible

and vibrant in witness.

At the meeting 1 attended, the worship

session alone lasted an hour. Then came a

time of prayer followed by biblical preaching,
lasting about two and half hours. I could
tell from the students’ singing, dancing and
praying that most of them brought elements
of their Orthodox Church background into
their evangelical identity. Most could recite
long portions of scripture from heart, a habit
learned under Communist rule. There were
700 students present and another 50 were
said to have gone into a village for rural
evangelism. Later that night we sat and ate

injera with bare hands from deep bowls.

These Ethiopian students could not have
been more different in culture, experience,
tradition and appearance from their
counterparts in Oxford and Cambridge who
pioneered Inter Varsity Fellowship (which

later became the International Fellowship

of Evangelical Students) about 64 years ago.
Yet they are just as much a part of the future

identity of global evangelicalism.

I believe there is a deep bowl of evangelical
identity and heritage we all need to learn
to eat from. This bowl is filled with diverse
gifts contributed from the ends of the earth.
Some of the best and most interesting foods
on the menu come from newcomers in the

evangelical family.

The future of evangelical reformation must
take our global diversity seriously. We cannot
be truly all that God wants us to be, or impact
all the ends of the earth with Biblical truth
and practice, if we are not attending to the
global mosaic God is constructing in and

through our diversity. In other words, beyond

21st Century Reformation



clinging to the values of our past reformation,
which is rooted in particular contexts, we
must take seriously the emerging values from

new centres of Christian expansion.

In the parable of the workers in the vineyard
(Matthew 20:1-16) the landowner hired
workers at different times but paid them
the same wage. The first-come workers had
accepted the terms of payment, and would
have gone home content if other workers
had not been introduced. Instead, they
resented the later-hour workers. Sometimes
evangelicals stand in danger of being like
them, expecting higher honour or greater

wages because they came first.

We have seen wonderful things. The founding
fathers of the evangelical tradition now stand
surrounded by beneficiaries who would do all
they can to defend and preserve the fathers’
heritage. That is certainly true of those Ethiopian
students with whom I worshipped.

However, as the Lord of the harvest hires more
workers to cross cultural barriers to the ends
of the earth, they may produce fresher ideas to
enrich the heritage. We cannot remain prisoners
of the historical and cultural framework of the
first-come workers. Our greater concern must
be to listen and learn from what the Lord of
history is doing globally. Can anything good
come from the previously unimaginable,
diverse ends of the earth? Only in being open

to learn shall we know.

Femi B. Adeleye serves as Associate General
Secretary for Partnership and Collaboration
with  the International  Fellowship  of
Evangelical Students (IFES), and is a
Langham (John Stott Ministries) scholar. He
also serves on the Pan-African Host Team

for the Third Lausanne Congress on World

Evangelization, Cape Town 2010.

A Modest Plea

Leighton Ford

Reformation is a large concept, a work
of God so broad, deep and historic that

it is beyond my scope, and probably that
of The Third Lausanne Congress on World
Evangelization. 1 opt for something more
modest: a 'reformation of manners' (to borrow
a phrase from Jonathan Edwards and others).
By this was meant a widespread social
renewal, but we might aim more modestly
at reforming our treatment of others, with
courtesy as believers in the way we relate
to one another, with respect as evangelists

toward those we seek to win.

Three of the eminent 'fathers' of the Lausanne
Movement — Billy Graham, John Stott and
Jack Dain — exemplified for me this spirit
of truth and grace, of deep conviction about
the gospel and humility toward one’s self and
others. The world, suggests historian Martin
Marty, might be a different place if Billy
Graham had been a 'mean person.' A Chinese
Ph.D. student, not herself a believer, told me
she is writing about how Graham approached
other nations with civility, 'Not with a closed
fist but with an open hand.'

When so many regard Christians (and
especially evangelists and missionaries)
as intolerant and arrogant, it could be a
worthwhile advance if from Cape Town
2010 emerges a church proclaiming and
practicing a generous evangelism, reflecting

the generosity of the Lord Jesus.

Our theme for Cape Town 2010 is from Paul’s
words: 'God in Christ reconciling the world to
himself." What an amazing privilege he then
cites: that we are 'ambassadors for Christ ...

God making his appeal through us.'

Or, as one paraphrase puts it, 'God has changed
us from enemies into friends and given us the

task of making others his friends also.'

Is that how pre-Christians see evangelists: as
friends? Or as belligerents, heavy-handed,
even fighting with each other?

How then should we be ambassadors,
representing this good news? 'We put no
stumbling block in anyone’s path,’ Paul
continues. 'As servants of God we commend
ourselves.' How? Not only through enduring
reproaches for the gospel, but by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of
spirit, genuine love, truthful speech and the

power of God (2 Corinthians 6:3-7).

So we are to weave together the heart and
truth of the gospel message with the beauty

and grace of gospel ministry.

The 'spirit of Lausanne' has been one of
living out this attitude. God grant that Cape
Town 2010 will be a place where evangelical
believers come together, listen to one another
with respect, learn together in humility, work

and pray together in love.

If Cape Town 2010 can help us to become
more generous evangelists, reflecting the
generosity of Jesus, making the gospel
attractive in word, act, and spirit, that can
be a very large step toward reformation, or

transformation, or, pray God, both.

Leighton Ford is president of Leighton Ford
Ministries and honorary lifetime chair of the

Lausanne Commiitee for World Evangelization.

Copyright © 2010 Christianity Today / The

Lausanne Movement. Printed with permission.




MAJLIS GEREJA-GEREJA MALAYSIA
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF MALAYSIA

10, Jalan 11/9 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
Tel: 03-79567092/79608926 Fax: 03-79560353 E-Mail: cchurchm@streamyx.com

PRESS STATEMENT
INSULTING OTHER RELIGIONS

The Council of Churches strongly condemns the action of anyone who
insults or make derogatory remarks of other religions.

This is in response to the call by the Information, Communications and
Culture Minister Rais Yatim, who ordered the Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission to launch a probe into the video clip of Benjamin
Stephen from Sarawak who purportedly made degatory remarks about Islam.

The so-called preacher had acted as an individual representing his
own views and not the official views of the churches in Malaysia. It was
irresponsible of him to upload it on the You-Tube, which according to our
information was from (25th March 2006)

As Christians living amidst other religious communities in this
country, we are called to love our neighbours, do good to them and build
bridges of understanding and respect and, by so doing, demonstrate the

character of our faith.

2011 Seminar

Exposmons 2
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SPEAKER: DR. THOMAS CHUNG
S\

14th - 15th January 2011
Trinity Methodis’g Church PJ

For more info, go tg

www.trinitypj.c

or call us at

03-7956 5986 for reg h

The churches leave it to the authorities to act on this matter in such
a manner that it will help to diffuse emotions and sustain peace and

harmony enjoyed by all religious communities in this country.
The CCM is committed to educating its members to live in peace and
mutual respect with other religious communities, and refrain from any

actions that may cause religious hurt to others.
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REV. DR. HERMEN SHASTRI

General Secretary

Dated: 29th September 2010

Dr. Thomas Chung has a very strong
gifting and calling as a solid Bible Expositor
‘par-excellence’ and is highly sought after
both locally and internationally.

( He was nurtured in the Anglican Cathedral

Choir in Kuching. He read Biochemistry in
Montreal Canada and was involved in
sacred poly phonic music of the
Renaissance. He also had a deep personal experience of
conversion. In London, he read Pharmacology and then
Medicine and ended up in Christian work with the UCCF
(originally the IVF).

He felt God’s call to missions in Sarawak and came back to
head the Pathology section of the Medical Department for
eleven years and was an elder of the SIB Church in Kuching. He
was able to give biblical input into the two revivals in Sarawak
in the seventies and eighties. At present, he is involved in
expository preaching in Malaysia to various Christian
organisations as well as churches and is on the regional
committee of the Fellowship of Evangelical Students in
Sarawak. He continues to be passionate about the history of
christian music and works part time in Pathology in Kuching.

Let's not miss this great opportunity to hear God’s word
preached powerfully, touching hearts and changing lives.

The titles of the talks are as follows:

¥ S T

14th January 2011 (Fri 8pm - 10pm)
Talk 1 : “Standing in the Gap in Prayer” (Isaiah 58:12)

15th January 2011 (Sat 8am - 5pm)

Talk 2 : “Arrows of Intercession” (2 Kings 13:14-19)
Talk 3 : “Prayer for the Nation” (Jeremiah 29: 4-14)
Talk 4 : “Jesus in Intercession” (Luke 22: 31-32)

Talk 5 :

“The Prayer and Spiritual Life of the Church”
(1 Peter 4: 7-11) :

-

CCM Press Statement




Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Bids Farewell To Public Life

by Brian Hutt
I I e is a hero of the anti-apartheid movement and an ever influential

campaigner adored the world over but Archbishop Desmond
Tutu has decided to call time on public life.

The start of his official retirement falls on his 79th birthday today. He
will be celebrating with friends and family at a private gathering.

He announced in July that he would be "slowing down" because his
schedule had become too punishing.

Tutu was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1960 at the age of 30 and
quickly became one of the most outspoken critics of apartheid.

He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984, and in 1986 made
history when he became the first black South African to be made
Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town.

It was at this time that Tutu’s international stature grew and he came
to be a figure synonymous with justice the world over.

World Council
of Churches

He was later appointed chair of the Truth and Reconciliation
commission, a body set up to investigate crimes committed in the
apartheid era, and is credited with coining the term “Rainbow Nation”
to describe the diversity of the South African people.

Although he retired as Archbishop of Cape Town 14 years ago, he
continued to command the world’s attention, challenging injustice
and working for peace and reconciliation in areas of conflict.

He has indicated that he will continue his peace and reconciliation
work as part of The Elders, a group of distinguished leaders set up to
help mediate in conflict situations.

Charges dropped

he Fijian government has dropped most

of the charges against leaders of the
Methodist Church in Fiji. Fijian Methodists
have made contact with the Methodist
Church in Britain to thank people for their
prayers and support.

All members of the Fiji Methodist Church
Standing Committee were charged with
attending an unauthorized meeting held in
April 2009 and were held for questioning by
police in July last year. Now all but four of
them have had their charges dropped due to
‘insufficient evidence’.

Mike King, Leader of World Church
Relationships, said: “The church leadership
was keen to give us this heartening news and
to thank the many Methodists in Britain who

against Fijian

have prayed so faithfully for the Methodist
Church in Fiji at this difficult time.”

Methodists in Britain fasted in solidarity with
the Methodist Church in Fiji in February
after increasing pressure was put on the
Church from the country’s government led
by Commodore Bainimarama. The Fijian
government forced the Church to cancel its
annual Conference and choir festivals until
2014 and prohibited local districts and
circuits from carrying out their activities,
including administrative meetings.

The Church is hopeful that these new
developments herald a change of heart
and a return to conversation instead of
confrontation. It is hoped that further steps
towards the normal functioning of Church

Methodist Church leaders

Posted: Tuesday, September 28, 2010
governance will be achieved through talks.

Charges, however, remain outstanding against
the General Secretary of the Church, Revd
Tuikilakila Waqairatu, the current President,
Revd Ame Tuague, and two former Presidents
of the Church, Revd Manasa Lasaro and Revd
Tomasi Kanailagi. Revd Tomasi was a senator
in the previous government.

by Christian Today

www.christiantoday.com.my

Copyright © 2010 Christian Today. All righis
reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.” Used
with Permission.

The North American Wesleyan Church

Reports Record Conversions and Attendance

he Wesleyan Church registered an all-time high in weekend worship attendance during the 2009-2010
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community, and covenant members the total stands at 139,330.

conference year. With the fiscal year concluding on August 31, churches reported attendance at more
than 1,700 churches in North America totaled 204,245. The number of conversions and baptisms in one year

also reached an all-time high at 26,697 conversions and 8,431 baptisms.

The churches also reported the largest total membership in the denomination’s history. Including student,

In a letter to more than 1,800 Wesleyan pastors who participated in a Wesleyan Pastors Forum during the past

year, Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, Chair of the Board of General Superintendents, said, “This did not come about because of

some fancy program — but because of your vision and passion for people and the power of gospel of Jesus Christ to

transform. Our prayer is that God would continue to move in His transforming power through all of us.”
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Nilai Memorial Park

One of Malaysia's most beautiful memorial park,
Nilai Memorial Park is situated just 30 minutes away
from Kuala Lumpur. Surrounded by lush natural
greenery, the Park successfully combines the best of
oriental traditions and architecture with western
planning and design. Set amidst all this is a series of
tastefully designed and crafted memorials and niche
columbariums, which not only provide a serene final
resting place for our departed loved ones but also

o R .
Special Design Burial Plot Open-Air Columbarium for others to pay their respects.
LSTli-aa sl THIBH K )

Xiao En Bereavement Care Packages

There is peace of mind in being able to fulfill your
final act of filial piety and assurance knowing that
every detail will be taken care of conscientiously.
There is dignity in a meaningful ritual well planned
and well performed. A Xiao En Bereavement Care
Package ensures that the warm memories of your
departed loved one will endure for generations to

Professional Arrangements Imported Luxury Hearse come.
gl sed PSR

Xiao En Centre

Xiao En Centre, as a complex for social education
and life ceremony, is complemented with function
halls for memorial services and funeral rites. We are
also equipped with facilities to hold cultural &
community events including art exhibitions &
seminars. The centre’s design, which combines the
modern sensibilities & traditional concepts which
appraise human values represents our unfailing
commitment towards celebration of life
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Xiao En Centre, Jalan Kuari, Cheras Multi Function Halls

- : excellences.
FREE - HIEBER Z oAl

NILAI MEMORIAL PARK « XIAO EN BEREAVEMENT CARE « XIAO EN CENTRE . XIAO EN CULTURAL

CORPORATE OFFICE No 1 Jalan Kuari Cheras 56100 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia
T +603 9145 3888 F +603 9145 3999 W www.xiao-en.com Tollfree 1-800-88-8333 (24 Hours)



BEAUTIFUL GATE
CHARITY CARRNIVAL 2010

APPEAL FOR CONTRIBUTION OF
GIFTS / FOODS / PRODUCTS / CASH (Your monetary donation is tax exempted)

Beautiful Gate Foundation for the Disabled plans to set up
a Recycling & Training workshop in Puchong, named as
‘Hope Factory’, aimed to provide job opportunities, training and
various services to the disabled community in Puchong, and at the

same time contributing to the protection of our environment.

Beautiful Gate Foundation is a non-profitable organization,
committed to serve people with disabilities. We provide living-skills
training, working-skills training, social work services, educational
services, mobile therapy services and we also organize awareness
activities. Our goal is to enhance the quality of life of people with
disabilities and assist in their total integration into mainstream
society. Our work and services are encouraged, recognized and

supported by various churches, organizations and the public.

There are currently 7 Beautiful Gate centres established in West
Malaysia. The first centre in Petaling Jaya was established in 1995.
Subsequently, the other 6 centres were set up in Kepong, Klang,
Seremban, Kampar, Malacca and Manjung to provide various

services to people with disabilities in the respective localities.

Beautiful Gate Foundation Petaling Jaya Centre has started the
Charity Recycling Project since 2004. Besides providing jobs for
the unemployed disabled, this project has also generated income
for the centre’s operational costs which include the financial

assistance to our school-going disabled children.

Goodwill Community Foundation from USA donated a 1 %
storey factory in Puchong for Beautiful Gate Petaling Jaya Centre
to extend the Recycling Project and to provide job opportunities to

the disabled community in the Puchong ares
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Building Hope

[Executive Director
/

However, to start the project, We need to raise about RM
300,000.00 for renovation which include construction costs
for extending the premises into a 2 storey building, barrier free
renovation including toilets, equipment, elevator and other
assistive devices. Due to the country’s economic downturn, we are
currently facing financial difficulties. We wish to appeal to your

involvement and financial support in order to carry on our work.

We have planned to organize a Charity Carnival at The 19 City
Mall, Subang USJ, on Wednesday, 17th November 2010
from 10:00am to 3:00pm. We wish to set up stalls selling various
types of local food, drinks, books, ornaments, souvenirs, handicrafts,

and various products contributed by companies and manufacturers.

It would be very much appreciated if we could have your
consideration upon this request to contribute cash or sponsor
products for this event. For any enquiries please do not hesitate
to contact Ms Elaine at 019-3849921 or Mr. Ng at 012-
2931941, 03-7875 8609, 03-7873 6579 or fax: 7876
2686, or email to info@beautifulgate.org.my.

More information about Beautiful Gate Foundation For The
Disabled please visit www.beautifulgate.org.my, or contact the
undersigned at 019-219844.0.

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely;

Sta Siew Chin
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§ Hope 1 - (From left) Raymond Loh, the Leasi 2 ~eimd Promotion Manager of 19 US] City
Mall, which is sponsoring the event, Tan Hée Hing, the event organizing Chairman,
Beautiful Gate Foundation for the Disablgd
" Edward Lee, Selangor State Assemblyman the promotion of the Carnival.

\Executive Director Sia Siew Chin and
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