


Moment

New Website Launched

This is the new interactive website for the
Methodist Youth. It has been in the plan-
ning stage for well over 4 months and in
God’s grace, it has finally been launched.
This is a youth website, well, at least we
hope it to be! But before we get carried
away and think this is one of many teenage
websites, let me inform you that the Meth-
odists consider young people from the ages
of 15 to 40 as youth members. So actually,
this website is for more than 60 percent of
church members. We plan to allow for

discussions, queries and challenges
through the blog and forum. We hope that

all of our readers would take the opportu-
nity to interact and share their thoughts
and ideas. Don’t be afraid to tell it as it is
and, be bold to welcome feedback. The
forum is divided into 4 categories: Deep-
ening Inside (A Quest for Spiritual Forma-
tion) - we hope that we can inform, ask,
and shape each other in the area of spiri-
tual formation; Deepening Faith (A Quest
for Answering the Tough Questions of
Life) - here we hope that answers can be
given for the deep questions of our faith;
Deepening Presence (A Quest to be Cur-
rent and Aware of Issues facing Youth) -

we are in the midst of turbulent times in
our world and country. How do we make
sense of these situations? How do we find
comfort and solace?; Deepening Bonds (A
Quest for Friendship and Fellowship) -
here we just chill out together and get to
know one another! We hope to build the
bond of friendships across the conferences
and youth groups and grow in love for
each other. This is our hope - that we grow
ourselves as youths of today with the hope
that God will see us fit to be used for His
glory and works. [Adapted from blogpost
in www.methodistyouth.org.my]
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Vice - a Christian Tradition?

1 6 CCM Youth issued a press release expressing con-
cern over the erroneous interpretations, attributing
Valentine’s Day to Christian teachings and values

Malaysia National
Prayer Network

Church (Walk in distinctiveness as God's new humanity)
"What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants,
through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to
each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has
been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.
The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose,
and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. For
we are God s co-workers, you are God's field, God's building (1
Co 3:5-9, TNIV)

Pray for believers to R B
| Love God. z
| Be like-minded, having the same love, being !!! N P N
one in spirit and having the same mind.

| Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humil-
ity value others above ourselves.

For our brothers and sisters who are being
marginalised / facing injustice

| Asia Bibi, the Pakistani Christian woman sentenced to death on
blasphemy charges.

1MALAYSIA

“Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging
for mere mortals but for the LORD, who is with you whenever
you give a verdict. Now let the fear of the LORD be on you.
Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice
or partiality or bribery.”(2 Ch 19:6-7, TNIV).

Continue to Pray

| For God’s kingdom to come, that God’s will may be done on
carth as in heaven, in the establishment of justice, the steward-
ship and care of creation, and the blessing of God’s peace in our
communities.

| For justice for the forest dwellers in Sabah.

Inbox

A Christmas Message

With reference to the December 2010 issue on the Ten Com-
mandments, we know it was from Moses of the Holy Bible. In
the article “A Christmas Message”, the Ten Commandments for
celebrating Christmas was misleading. In my opinion, the “Ten

Commandments” is sacred.
Victor Chong
KEPONG WMC, TRAC

Treasure in Clay Jars
Your revamped first edition of Pelita Methodist was hilarious! I

was entertained right from the cover: “...what are they waiting?”
Indeed what? Fun sentences greeted me from almost every page,
brightening up my dull dreary day [that short write up on Youth
Quake saw me quaking with laughter!]. Yet I suspect that Pelita
Methodist is not put out to entertain? Besides, those fussy old
men and women who inhabit our churches may not be amused,
having been brought up on right grammar and right sentence
structure and whatnots. So may I humbly suggest that Pelita
Methodist gets an able proof reader?
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The Methodist Church In Malaysia

CAC

Website Redesigned

The official webpage for the Chinese
Annual Conference has been redesigned.
It now contains new columns, such as
Historical Pathway (archives, history of
Methodism in Malaysia), President’s
Page, Ministries, Southern Bell, and
more. The home page shows programme
highlights and the President’s schedule
and upcoming programmes. The new
feature in the Southern Bell page allows
online reading using any mobile device.
Log on to the website: http://www.meth
odist.org.my/

TRAC

Knowing God Knowing Self

TRAC is organising a series of retreats throughout 2011. In February, an introduc-
tion to Contemplative Prayer Retreat was held in Chefoo Methodist Centre, Cam-
eron Highlands. This was designed especially for beginners and those new to the
spiritual rhythm of retreat and prayer. During the weekend, participants were gen-
tly guided (with teaching and reflection) in the experience of listening to God.

SCAC

Knowing Ministries Better
Through Games

A retreat for the staff from SCAC was
held on 22 February, 2011 in Sibu.
About 100 staff from every department,
district and local church attended the
retreat, aimed at establishing better
communication among the staff and to
publicise the various ministries of the
departments and districts. There were
interactive games that allowed partici-
pants to understand the ministries bet-
ter. President Rev. Dato’ Dr. Su Chii
Ann spoke about the attitude one
should have in working in the church.
He said that it is God’s grace that al-
lows us to work for God. He said we
should serve with a loving, honest atti-
tude and be teachable.

SPAC

Sabah Shern En Methodist Church
Seniors Fellowship

The fellowship was established on 7 Oc-
tober, 2010. Newly elected members at-
tended the inauguration and orientation
evening on 6 January, 2011. The eight
positions included: Chairman, Secretary,
Treasurer, Auditor, Programmer, Devo-
tion, Care and Concern and General.

GCEC

Councils Meeting in Miri

The Council of Presidents and The General Conference
Executive Council (GCEC) met in Miri from 17-19
February 2011. The GCEC meets twice a year to dis-
cuss all matters regarding the Methodist Church in
Malaysia. The Methodist Youth website was launched
at this meeting.

Annual Conferences of the
Methodist Church in Malaysia

CAC - Chinese Annual Conference

SCAC - Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference
SIAC - Sarawak Iban Annual Conference
SPAC - Sabah Provisional Annual Conference
TAC - Tamil Annual Conference

TRAC - Trinity Annual Conference

SMC - Sengoi Mission Conference

Fallen Star

Armando Chin Yong, a well known Christian tenor
soloist from Bahau, Negeri Sembilan died unexpect-
edly from a heart attack on 2 February 2011, aged
52. His talented vocals had won him numerous grand
prizes in Europe. After his return from the West, he
had remained active in performing at concerts, orato-
rio and opera performances, in the Asian region. His
memorial service was held in Nilai Memorial Centre,
Kuala Lumpur on 10 February 2011. Major press
and media reported the great loss of our nation’s
pride.

SPREADING SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS,
TRANSFORMING THE NATION

Council of Good to Great: the Heart of the Teacher
Education An upcoming event for all private Methodist school teachers is the Wesley Methodist
Schools Teachers' Conference 2011 which was held on 11-13 March, 2011. The confer-
ence will be held at Bukit Gambang City Resort, Kuantan, Pahang. Ms. Hee Piang Chin,
Greenleaf Centre for Servant Leadership (Asia), Singapore is the main speaker at the
conference. The themes: Good to Great: the Heart of the Teacher. Workshops include
Olympism, Character Building, and Environmental Education. There will also be a
chapel session based on the Wesley Methodist Schools’ motto: Above and Beyond. As
private Methodist Schools have been renamed Wesley Methodist Schools, this confer-
ence hopes to inspire teachers to be the best they can be.

Methodist Youth

Fellowship Malaysia
(Persaudaraan Belia
Methodist Malaysia)

Singing New Songs

Twelve songs were chosen in the first round of auditions for
the Song Composition Competition 2011. Results were an-
nounced on 26 February 2011 through Facebook and the CAC
MYEF’s website. The chosen songs will be voted on for the
People’s Choice Award. Finals will be held in Kajang Chinese
Methodist Church on 26 March 2011. There are 20 Chinese
Methodist churches that participated in this competition and 32
songs were submitted. Two of the songs originated from Sara-
wak churches.
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break camp

Pray Together
Teenagers listening to the pas-
tor's closing prayer at a sehool

he Methodist Church in Ma-

laysia is gearing up for the

Methodist Prayer Convention

(MPC). Everyone is excited

about it as it will be a time
when Methodists from all over Malaysia
will congregate in Sibu to pray. In conjunc-
tion with the MPC, in this issue of Pelita
Methodist, we will be highlighting inter-
views with people who have made an im-
pact in the church and society through
prayer. Hopefully, this will stir our hearts
to pray.

Rev. Ann Low
National Prayer Facilitator,
Malaysia National Prayer Network

The Malaysia National Prayer Network
(MNPN) has set up a network of prayer.
We are mobilising believers to pray espe-
cially for our churches and the nation; and
to pray daily at noon (12 o'clock). The
prayer vision is we pray that The Church of
Malaysia will be united and prayerful, that
there will be disciple-making and then our
nation will be transformed to be a land of
liberty, justice, love and godly rest.

MNPN has a website (www.prayer.net.
my) where we post current prayer requests
for the Church, nation and also global is-
sues. We send them out twice a month to
all the different networks, churches and
individuals. MNPN organises prayer con-
vocations in partnership with the local
churches - the recent one being in Sibu,
and later this year in Melaka. We also
travel to different towns to conduct prayer
seminars. Children are also included. The
feedback and outcome has been very en-
couraging. We are also affiliated to the
Southeast Asia Prayer Council (SEAPC)
which was established in 2003 and where
the 11 nations pray regularly for each

other. We have seen the Lord raise and
strengthen prayer networks and we give
Him the glory. There is an annual prayer
consultation and this year it will be at Su-
bic Bay, Philippines. More information can
be obtained at www.seapc.info.

Prayer is all about God. Prayer means
talking to God, spending time with Him,
learning to hear and recognise His voice,
learning His ways and getting to know
Him better. When I say I love Him, then I
will find time to talk to Him. He is always
the One who initiates a relationship with
us. There are many Bible verses that en-
courage us to pray and one of my favour-
ites is Jeremiah 33:3.

When we pray, we are totally dependant
on God who alone is All Knowing and All
Powerful. He knows best what is need-
ful for us, our families, churches and our
nation. When we don't pray, we are saying,
“hey, we don’t need God and we can do it
on our own”. In prayer, the Lord changes
our hearts and attitudes towards the people
and situations that we are praying for.

We do not just stir the people to pray but
we teach them as well. Like the parable of
the sower, a life of prayer needs to be cul-
tivated in good soil to bear fruit. For ex-
ample, after a prayer conference, we will
be 'on fire' to pray but after a while, we get
distracted with the cares of this world. We
then use the time for other seemingly good
activities in place of prayer. As a result, the
'fire' dies down and we don't pray as much
as we want.

Prayer needs to be taught and 'caught'.
Get into prayer groups, pray with people
who love to pray, who have a heart for God
and for the lost.

We also teach from the Bible which has
so many examples of men and women
who prayed so that we can be inspired by
the results. We can learn a lot from Paul's
exemplary life of prayer for the different
churches. Our Lord Jesus also spent much
time in communing with His Father. I
believe this is the key in prayer: "enjoying
communion with our Father, like Jesus".

Be consistent, be disciplined, enjoy your
prayer times and, if you are prayer leader,
you need to feed information to your
members. Information sustains interces-
sion. People are motivated by answered
prayers. At MNPN we are also learning to
be faithful in reporting answered prayers
and also God's amazing work among the
different prayer groups in our nation. The
latest issue of our newsletter has these
details.

Personally, I want to give the glory to
the Lord. I have been a believer since 1983
and have served in full-time ministry since

1991. I treasure what the Lord is making
out of my life as I serve Him. He has al-
ways given me His grace through difficult
and discouraging times, and His joy when
there are victories to celebrate!

He teaches me to spend time with Him,
to love and obey Him and to step out in
faith and courage for His work. He has
given me a family who supports me, lots of
friends who are my faithful and trusted
prayer partners, and ministry leaders who
are there to counsel and pray for me.

As 1 grow daily, I have begun to realise
that He is my treasure! Prayer is all about
Him! Is He your treasure? Get into your
prayer closet and find your Treasure!

Rev. Teoh Huan Seong
Pastor, Pandan Indah Methodist Church,

Chinese Annual Conference

Prayer is the pipeline for us to get close to
God. It is to fellowship, communicate, cry
out to the Lord.

When the church is facing difficulties,
prayer leads us into resolutions. Through
prayer, we strive forward with strength and
faith.

During a mission trip to Northern Thai-
land, we experienced God through prayer.
Prayer was the source of our strength, the
capability to overcome Satan’s power.
Prayer was our spiritual weapon, as we
were fighting against the works of the evil
one in the village that we visited. When |
was baptising a few black magic priests,
they were trembling and their hands were
shaking when they were confessing Jesus
as their personal Saviour. I could feel the
strength of the evil spirit that possessed
their bodies. I placed my hand on one of

Photograph by Chan Ying Qian; Portraits by Rev. Ann Low & Issac Ng
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the priest’s head. He struggled and made
weird noises. His body was resisting ac-
cepting Christ. 1 prayed earnestly in the
name of Jesus. He started to calm down,
and I baptised him! I had done nothing but
prayed and the Almighty overcame the
darkness. God heard our prayer and He
responded.

Prayer is spiritual breathing. There’s no
spiritual life without prayer. It is so impor-
tant and I believe that nothing can be done
without it. We need more preaching about
the importance of prayer. Church members
should be encouraged to pray more and to
attend prayer meetings frequently.

So, let us pray unceasingly. It’s the prin-
ciple from Paul in the Bible. Though God
may not respond immediately, we should
wait patiently, be committed to Him, and
experience Him in wonderful ways.

Dr Chan Geok Onn,
Founder of Lighthouse Watchmen Prayer
Network (LWPN)

You can talk to God through worship and
adoration - tell Him how much you love
Him. You can meditate on His goodness,
greatness, attributes and character and just
express all what you feel to Him.

When you realise that it is in the heart of
God that all men should be saved, or
should come to repentance, then you
would want to pray for the lost and for
those who are not saved. Ask God to be
merciful, that the Holy Spirit will bring
conviction and repentance and acceptance
of the Lord into their lives. In addition,
you can pray that they will walk according
to His teachings so that their lives will be
transformed, and will be blessed by God.

Salvation is more than just saving the soul,
for it also involves the mind, body and
spirit - making it whole. It is the process of
continuing to be saved and being trans-
formed by God after the person has made
the decision to accept Christ and to be
more Christ-like. The Bible says: "..be
holy, because I AM holy" - we have to
reflect God as we are the children of God.
And by His grace, we will be renewed in
the inner man by His Holy Spirit and
power.

Prayer is also petition or intercession -
standing in the gap on behalf of others and
pleading for them. We plead on behalf of
that person, for God to heal or for God to
come into the person's life. Praying for
others is like being the priests in the Old
Testament; they offered sacrifices and
animals as a substitute for the people’s
sins. In the New Testament, there is no
more need for the offering of sacrifices,
but instead, the Bible teaches us the sacri-
fices of praise and worship. In the New
Testament, we are all priests - the royal
priesthood. So, everyone is like a priest,
standing on behalf of others, before God.

If prayer doesn't work, I won't be pray-
ing! There will be no point in doing it
[praying], if it's just an exercise. Prayer is
trust in God that he works in powerful
ways. We are praying to God who is faith-
ful, compassionate, loving and forgiving.
He wants to intervene in the lives of His
people, to see improvement and blessings.
And because He is faithful, He will keep
His promises that he has given us - we just
have to ask according to His will. There-
fore, the faith involved in praying is be-
lieving that what we ask God, He will
give. God wants to see the cities and the
nations turn to Him, trust Him, and depend
on Him for blessing and protection. We
need to look to Him for mercy, for his
shield of protection, for His blessings to
transform our nation especially in these
times when there are so many calamities
all over the world. God has a plan for
every nation to fulfil His kingdom’s pur-
poses. The demonic forces try to overrun
God’s kingdom, trying to battle for the
souls and minds of men. Thus, it is up to
the church, His body, to do what God
wants the body to do. The devil will have
his way if the body (Christians) is slum-
bering or not even aware what the king-
dom of darkness is doing, and does not
pray. If the people stand in between God
and the nations, God will intervene in
ways beyond our imagination or under-
standing - He is so powerful!

We cannot slumber in this time of awak-
ening and shaking all over the world -

there are economic downturns, famine,
food shortage, and people in many coun-
tries are dying from starvation. Therefore,
we need to pray continuously and with
perseverance. Pray for these bad situations
to be turned into good - evil can be turned
to good by the power of God. A wicked
city can be saved if there are people pray-
ing - Abraham prayed for the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah. God is willing to
hear and change His mind in destroying a
city, if there are intercessors standing in
the gap.

And, we pray in faith. All things are
possible with God. We can change, trans-
form individuals, communities, cities and
nations through God. Take the example of
the Bario revival among the Kelabit in
Sarawak. In the revival, the powerful hand

‘If prayer
doesn't work,
I won't be

praying!

There will be
no point in do-
ing it’

by Dr. Chan Geok Onn

of God transformed the society so that they
are now advanced and educated indige-
nous people in Sarawak. Jeremiah 29:7
says: “Also, seek the peace and prosperity
of the city to which I have carried you into
exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it
prospers, you too will prosper.” God ex-
pected the Israelites to pray for the cities
they were exiled in. We have the responsi-
bility to pray for the places we stay in. God
has placed us in different places and we
should pray against corruption, against
murder and wickedness in that place. If we
do not pray for our faman (community/
neighbourhood), who else will do it? We
are the ones who know best the problems
of the place we stay in. God places us there
so that we can pray, and that place can be
transformed. With prayer, we can claim
back what the devil has taken.

Finally, if you don’t pray, it means you
are in control of your own life and not
God. You are living independently of God;
living with an individual spirit. But the
truth of the matter is that our lives are in
God’s hands!

PHOTOGRAPH PROVIDED BY TAY CHOON NEO

Features

Council of Education

.Opening Ceremony
, Beating the gong indicates
. beginning of the conference.

About 250 people from 25 countries de-
scended on Kuching, Sarawak on 24 July
2010 for a week-long conference. They
were the Girls’ Brigade delegates and
Touring Party from the five Regional Fel-
lowships of Europe, Africa, Caribbean &
Americas, Pacific and Asia. For the first
time, Girls’ Brigade Malaysia was given
this privilege to host a gathering of this
size which is held once in four years,
bringing the International GB family to-
gether. Since 1967, when the three girls’
organisations, Girls’ Brigade of Ireland,
Girls’ Life Brigade of England and Girls’
Guildry of Scotland, were amalgamated to
form THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE, this Inter-
national Conference of the Girls’ Brigade
(ICGB) has been held in the Cayman Is-
lands, New Zealand, Singapore, Cook
Islands, Dublin, Brisbane, Bangkok, Bel-
fast and, in 2010, in Kuching, Sarawak,
Malaysia. International President, Mrs
Ruth Chikasa of Zambia, and her Presi-
dent’s Committee were the first to arrive
for a very full programme. She wrote in
the programme booklet, “For the next ten
days, our duty and focus will be to seek the
voice of God and listen to one another on
how we can be vessels that will facilitate
the aspirations of young people and indeed
the girls who love GB so dearly. This time
is special for all of us because we sharpen,
encourage and share ideas on how to best
serve the girls and women in our care. Our
belief as leaders is that every girl has great
potential and our desire is to tap, harness
and direct that potential in a positive way.
So as we engage with each other in our
worship, business meetings, workshops
and social interactions, I urge you to be

A Time to
Cross Over
& Move On

The International Conference
of The Girls’ Brigade or
ICGB 2010

open minded so as to allow the Spirit of
God to help us Cross over and Move on to
greater commitment, blessings in Christ.

Mrs Sally Chew, Chairman of Asia Fel-
lowship wrote: “As I pondered over the
Theme for ICGB “Cross Over...Move on”,
I can’t help but think of how long ago the
first group of Anglican missionaries, by
faith, did the first cross over from England
to Kuching, Borneo on the invitation of
Rajah James Brooke, and started their
missionary work at a house near the water-
front where we will be spending a week
together.”

«...It reminded me of how much we need
to daily hear the voice of God and choose
to respond in obedient faith and do many
cross overs from the familiar to the unfa-
miliar, from the convenient to the incon-
venient, from the safe place and stable
patterns of GB ministry to the new, un-
trodden paths and platforms of ministry
and to unfamiliar and unknown places to
minister if we want to move on in our
journey with God.”

“I believe it is no coincidence that this
season, this time in the history of GB In-
ternational, we are called out from many
nations as a family as if to “sit on the
bench again”, to come away and to reflect
and to gather together in Kuching, Borneo,
the land of the “Headhunters”, to be re-
minded of our first call to be headhunters
of a different kind - to help girls find true
enrichment in life.”

Packed Programme

TRAC President, Rev Dr Ong Hwai Teik,
who is the GB Malaysia National Chap-
lain, inspired the delegates daily by bring-

BY TAY CHOON NEO

ing God’s Word based on the conference
theme “Cross Over Move On”.

There were workshops: 1. Seek Serve
and Follow Christ; 2. Lead like Jesus; 3.
Leading and Managing Change; 4. Engag-
ing Youth through GB programmes; 5.
HABITUDES; and 6. Sarawak Handicraft
and Cultural Dance. There were also wor-
ship sessions, fellowship reports, fun, cul-
tural programmes and games, outings and,
of course, the GB Business Sessions. What
a tremendous experience for GB Malaysia
to host an event like this. It took more
than two years and plenty of sweat, tears
and prayers to accomplish this feat. In-
deed, the organising committee was hum-
bled by God’s grace and providence for
this fantastic experience in which He
reigned supreme. Malaysia was given an-
other honour when the National President,
Ms Tnay Yong Hua was elected Chairper-
son of the Asia Fellowship and, National
Secretary, Ms Kathryn Tan, the Asia Fel-
lowship Secretary. This makes Ms Tnay
the International Vice President (Asia) in
the International President’s Committee.
Interesting times lay ahead for GB Malay-
sia with the new Brigade Vision Statement:
“Girls’ Lives Transformed; God’s World
Enriched”.

New challenges face us as we make
decisions and act on the future of our mis-
sion. We must MOVE ON to be in the
place He wants us to be and so receive the
blessings that He has in store for us. There
is much work to do in the GB ministry:
with the churches and in the schools. But
we are not alone, we have the International
GB family with us and more importantly,
God is with us, Emmanuel!
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Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference

MHEZmE

ZEH

R SR EASGE A B R A=

BE &K%

A%%%@ﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%
MW¥ RAE—H, FFIR— HEdn—
R B 255 5, XM
SRR < R K, O —
MR A A Bt A<
270 (REHEFF19914FIE H IERK
VAP RYN S )

R, XEMIIEETCEN, J49
RIIT fe, 2T N AR Bl 1
FiH (Setapak, Kuala Lumpur) o
R, XN T T8
FERF I M A 18] B 48 F LA o %E
¥k, ﬁtﬂ]ézfgﬁﬁ$ﬂ’bLi§%5F5F
HIHE N IR A, X %?ﬁﬁ?
EE%F%,*HEE%%@ﬁ
W, A AT BB T
¥, SRR IRRE A AR SR S
%@%ﬂﬂﬁ%[%ﬂékmlﬁ,
Ak, A AIETHER W
lmww($ﬁﬁ),?zﬂkéﬁ
AR RS, R T AHEARA ]
KW T DA, BT 2
. MflzEg —Smay, 28
8 A DX R 95 IR AL 5 A
T brrdn i TR0 M, Pk
TR . (BRAESS ACGA AT
mmm%ﬁﬁﬁ%,ﬂﬁ%%ﬁ%
(ZQI RSN 1Y 1 7K AE B HE A i
m%l%ﬁ o ) R LRI AR A
'?$IEI’JTEIf§JWﬁ{7I<(ﬂ<%EZﬁEZﬁJ ...... )
A, Sk HY BRI A 2 DO i i A
I ANTRE 55 35 Hb 5 5 {1 >R 1Y HL FR
e, YA ST IR T — FERY I VK
N7o BXEE, ML HFHEMIERT AR
DN, WK B KRR E. BR
FLE R EFIEFEARSIE S, 1
AR TAFa kB~
XK, REBEEEXNMARSANNK, I
ML ES K. 5K, XTHRGHA
m%,@m@@%AMMA PN
21400 N, Hrp i 189 T Ay
H60 Nz, MHSS5HESIA
HOE¥H 100 NEEA, (a2 FE AR

L, LA RETHAD
A, B Aok s s i
A I
BERIREI A, b
i1 e E4u Y S o
e gl SR B
RN, WO T XL
AU, T
G FAET EaE S
WEILEN%%%gii
AR, S
AT 1 F— 1

E—(ETEEHKE
KT 1991 4E T R 4
2=, JFR eIk B,
HEN997TEATFIRA] 5 —1L
FEHHR. BARIZE T 19964E 1A
o NFEN L, F— EE@HE
IR RBAE N W TALIRF
W%ﬁ@ﬁéﬁ@%%%IW 7
Wmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ,m?
HAE—ERE R SMITE—E, B
u&mﬁ@%mmmmmmm&
BB TAEEmE 2RSS
NI R IR, [RIRT 05
A9 E (B RIBFIPI) o B
ﬁ%lm*%ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂLﬁ%
M, SUMIAR 22 44 I AE 7 5
A2 2 A, TR i ph e A e R
%iﬂ}?fﬁl%zsfﬁﬁﬁw\z% £
—IRW B N, FE S
%ﬁm Ui, T B AR R T AT
A8 i i%%%——ﬁt%%
M55, WOMIER A SR #Z, Xk
AR E X R S N AR X F R
%(E%)%ﬁ%ﬂu&%lmm
fio AN, FRACITtLFRE 2 A IX P
FENK TR, BRI
PR AR . i, AN/
FEAbA1ESRS, MR LA 5,

AOABIAVSEDERZA
PRl IF Wﬁ?w%
ERENHFREIET, AR
N2 TG A AEMAﬁﬁ
FRPEFRIG T ) T XA, AR
XA S HE AR AR E N 3C
o ERIXELL , it KB E 22 R
Ky ARaEH A B A 2 2 A8
N— B A N G5 K K, AR
FEMERRAAAT. SR, M ZiX— f
FE SR TELZWET .
%,WWWR%ﬁWk%%k%%
BE . Mk, EARHEE SRR
Sk 1SEERT 7R O 25 4 ke 2
ELEYT, T H R A LT
EERIEEAMIE . HE0F /T
A 20% 7t A7 1 Heoll AR Bl R T A 5R
GEWSAE TR Tk SERIELAES
R El AR AT TR R R R IE
MO, 7 BB AL AL R 8 i
K, JXAX A R IR
ZERPER L (AR, X
RS XN T AR A A He g 7 2L

E{MAZIE2AE S Gy f A m%ﬁ%% 1E
X BT /NS i
R, ihtha il W%i?k
%%%ﬁ%o%% MG — R 4
BERANHAS. FLX+25K
XY, g — AR I, H
PR, T, IKBRETE
TR 10E R B E E M E =, H3
PL/ANER 7 477, IR A S AR
z,mmﬁ%m&m$ Uil Ei e
FTELTAE . IIAARREII04E, %4
W EER EANRKENRRE. 5iX
ﬁ%%ﬁ%kﬁiﬁ$%%%,m
POTAR BE Y J2 HT lAT4 2 Ll
AN+, ..[H:T?ETLJ\UEJ\Z[‘{)I 5,
ANDFTRE. BE, ERAbIHE
%ﬂki i A ATT ) T UL AT S
3, ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁaé% He=
%E%M%?TWT%AE%,ﬁ
SHRRE—. WATEL, TS
Ji—BUBEMER H 1o ASTE s,

Bt KFLSIp e,
HLAR VD EARIH o X IXA Aty
IR SR IR B Ak, X

ik A

INHIZHAS ﬁ%@%,lﬁ
IXUERG 0 FaR AR AR, H
W ENFLIX . A s 4
R GRS, At TRT LA
MR H . Hak, fEiF
W2 3 3o K Ik 1T A AR 22 1 AL
2y, B IR E L
fR/Ne R A AT B o S
zmﬁmﬂ%ﬁi%%%w
A o XN B K A
BRI — MHMEPA ﬁ
Eé&mﬁéﬁ HRE T
TR, oA
Eﬁ%ﬁ$m

HOFARERE TG
ER TR R — e 1
B, B
W EHANIE SR ST
AR, DR
HEMBSPRAITF 5, M
2 7S 2% 1R e AR o e
ZH B SAE EAIT E
e 03 8003 5 B4, s 0 B>
LA 0 7 S 20 4% ThAI 2, EETEX
247 6 G 7 7
@, TR N5, T AE
SRR RIZE 20 BUT 2 A UM
FIEH , WP . BT
RN, M i Rk
HyEr—T5, T LAV 2 A
[ 56 YU S P 2o [
RUITE s TN Al
T EL, AT R I 2 A1
C, RRFIR, "R, S
AN AU, I B e L
SALME A O, % T 00
G
R

RO KRB IR B 15 AR
Har, KYOHZE 20105254
T, FF201048 )\ H R ROR R

VAT PR S ) 285 S L RA Rt 5 i

SEE8 128 H BT P Hh e/ N
%Lﬁfﬁ TIRCENE S, 29-31 H B Port
Dickson Tiara Beach ResortZ$/pis
BY257B L. 201142050 (K
PIAER) =) 155 W 2 98 1] 3810355 AIK 1)
*@Eéﬁ%ﬁ%@@mﬂfﬁ
LR 21205, FRRlEiE R D2
FE IR L 2 I NS B R W R
TR £ F ) K o R B2 IR
BLF5 A FF AR =2 X E 2 W Rk ER
. AR X 4 %mﬁﬂ%&wi
ﬁﬂ%%ﬁiﬁ?iﬁ%

PRI DL FE W5 U R 1Y 52 7 T 7S B B
Yy, B R
25BN EEER L. PEL,
RIS —A8, Al = AR 4
Immmﬁﬁ%wﬁﬁmmmLm
PR i DR ATER:
W%%mLuEmw&ﬁWﬁL%
2SAESRI R 2 . BEE RENB R E
R IAE 52 AR R L
THIREEEE . MR, AR [ AR L
M—IFIRE — B SO AR
B 2ESRIA VI R, TR RS
BRI

TERXAR M SRR, whhr e N AR
S IR T 05
TR E PR 25 T T5100% L7
A TAE, A2 100% A8 TAE,
ARfE bar g NETAE. ik, fib
HEIX25F Sk — M X — LAY 26 i iH
HRAT100% 9 H o[BI Ab 5 ik
K WIFEEAMIS AL, IREERE
u%%ﬁ;%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ
fEfmE e beE,;, RNt RAR
i'_‘lf’ /ﬁzﬂz*ﬁ/\i_ﬁii_% .

“Bk bR B R A
~¢m$ﬁ%%ﬁm£@,&%%
VOB L S A, 2 W P PR L
R A — T S — P R T op
HIRIEFE BRI 1 &7 OB S A R
HPTR R SRR B, I E
108 T

Davidyss.com 28 5

11



Living

And Jesus answered him saying, “It is written that man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” (Luke 4:4)

Mission | Worship | Fellowship

A Parent’s Heart.

BY CHRISTINA TIONG

The message is clear that we are the work
of the One who is shaping and moulding us
in the way that pleases Him. The parable of
the rich young man in Jesus’ story (treasure
in clay jars) may also include all those
whose hearts are young, those who have
achieved much and seemingly lack noth-
ing, both material and spiritually. Many of
us have been Christians for a long while
since our youth but have not been very
precious clay jars for the Lord. We have
indifferent attitudes towards the commu-
nity and society at large, we are narrow
minded and may lack vision. Even while

Discipleship

having a vision, we lack the faith and trust
to believe in changes and in the transfor-
mation desired by God. We either don’t
fight or fight losing battles. Sometimes, we
just surrender and give in to the wiles and
temptations of the devil.

The Chinese have a saying that goes: “If
you can endure the hardest of hardships,
then you can be considered a man above all
men”. Our young people today may seem
rich in many aspects - good education,
good connections through the Internet and
mobile phones - but many hearts are empty
and meaningless. They face challenges and
competition among siblings, peers, class-
mates and acquaintances. Bullies and as-

Care & Concern

saults seem to be on the rise among young
people and every corporation, both private
and the Government, is seeking to find
ways and means to reduce and eliminate
this trend.

Can the church provide a way out and
assist them to overcome these pressures
and assaults from all corners of their sur-
rounding environment? Why do the pres-
sures of work draw some away from going
back to church where they were previously
leaders and well versed with Scripture?
They were also the ones who attended
Sunday Schools and participated in youth
programmes, leadership training and so on.

First, we have failed to live as role mod-

els for our young ones in our own spiritual
growth, lifestyles and imitation of Christ in
our Christian walk. Are we faithful in our

faith in God, and a real doer of God’s
words? Do our lives manifest the power of
Him who lives in us in things that we do
and say?

Secondly, maybe the treasure our young
people seek is not from God’s kingdom but
from the world. Knowledge is easily ac-
quired and attained in this modern age.

Having Timothy as an
example... I strongly
believe many of our
young people are able to
do the same as long as
our focus is correct in
leading and guiding them

However, a transformed heart, mind and
soul is the real treasure, not only for the
young rich man, but for everyone as well.
If our faith is not genuine, able to be tested
by fire, we stand no chance of fighting as
good Christian soldiers. We cannot endure
the hardest of hardships as the Chinese
saying goes. We should be like Paul who
gave us these encouraging words - “I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, | have kept the faith. Now there is in

store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge will
award to me on that day — and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). So it is clear
that as a follower and believer, there are
wars to fight, races to run and faith to be
kept. The believer needs to act to reach the
end goal. Similarly for our young people,
they must press on, continue in acquiring
knowledge, looking to the elders of the
church as role models. And the elders must
teach, lead and guide. We should be obedi-
ent to Deuteronomy 6: 5-8 which instructs
parents to share God’s love and decrees
with our children at all times. It is not that
we do not care - we provide them with the
best education - even sending them to ex-
pensive private schools and tuition, good
food, sports and recreational activities,
holidays and so on - but do we take great
care of their spiritual lives and salvation as
one of our top priorities? Paul encouraged
young Timothy “...to train himself to be
godly. For physical training is of some
value, but godliness has value for all
things, holding promise for both the pre-
sent life and the life to come” (1 Timothy
4: 7-8). Paul further urged Timothy to
command and teach, to set an example for
the believers in speech, in life, in love, in
faith and in purity. Having Timothy as an

example of being young yet able to com-
mand, teach and be a role model for be-
lievers, I strongly believe many of our
young people are able to do the same as
long as our focus is correct in leading and
guiding them.

In short, grounding them with God’s
words and living a godly life for individu-
als is vitally important. We spent two years
in the UK lately, due to our work. We have
seen the trends of the West where the
church is left with mainly elderly people.
Their children and grandchildren no longer
attend churches and Sunday schools. There
are a lot of other activities to occupy them.
Going to church has become alien to them.
Young people are ridiculed if they do go to
church as it goes against the norm. The
treasure in the church has lost its flavour
and attraction. We, as parents, need to
faithfully and patiently imbue these Chris-
tian values personally in our children since
they are indeed treasures in the clay jars. A
young shoot needs tender care, nourish-
ment and protection from the harsh
weather in order to grow up with strong
roots which are deeply rooted. We need
dedicated Christian families to live in faith-
ful dependence on God’s provision in the
urban areas. Hopefully, this would keep
young people in the church, and be a draw-
ing power for others.

Photograph by Issac Ng
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“The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his own possession,
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” (Deut 7:6)

Books m Music | Architecture

BY MICHAEL WILLIAM

“My job is to give you faith in your own
voice.” That was one line in the movie
“The King’s Speech” that was most inspir-
ing for a young youth worker like me. This
British production is based on the abrupt
ascension of Bertie (played by Colin Firth)
to the throne of Great Britain as King
George VI. King George was the second
son of King George V. He took the place of
King Edward, his brother, who abdicated
the throne simply because of his love for a
divorced woman.

Before we think that this movie is about
the royal drama of ascension and abdica-
tion, this is hardly the main plot. It is basi-
cally based on a prince who had an embar-
rassing disability for a royal — he stam-
mered and could not properly speak in
public. The show begins with him being
totally embarrassed as he tries to give a
speech to be broadcast by radio (a new
invention then) and failed miserably.

He then gets help from a speech thera-
pist, Lionel Logue played by Geoffrey
Rush. Using many unconventional meth-
ods, Lionel does help him improve his
speech a little but he soon realises that
Bertie’s speech impediment is not just
physical but also psychological. Getting
Bertie to conquer his fear is a hard task for
Lionel. Here, we see the growing friend-
ship of Bertie and Lionel. We also see the
courage of Bertie as he works, struggles
and overcomes his fears and speech diffi-
culties just when Britain needed him most
— at the time when Britain first declared
war with Germany in World War 2. They
needed to hear from their King and he did
it with passion and courage.

There are many good lessons we can
learn from this movie. Firstly, it teaches us
the struggles of people who stammer.
Sometimes we think it is just a small mat-
ter. Yet, this movie shows the real struggle
of pain, embarrassment and fear of some-
one who stammers as he tries to speak in

The King’s Speech (2010)
Director: Tom Hooper

Writer: David Seidler

Stars: Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush and
Helena Bonham Carter

public. It also shows that sometimes the
reason for prolonged stammering is the
constant teasing of others who think this a
matter to trivialise or make fun of.

We also learn of the speech therapist
who worked hard and never gave up on his
friend even though the job did not bring
him fame or prestige. In one part of the
movie, Lionel’s credentials were ques-
tioned as he was neither a qualified doctor
nor a linguistic teacher. He just went about
his task to give confidence and trust to
people who did not have the natural ability
to speak without stammering.

Lastly, we see the lesson of friendship. It
is rare to see a friendship between a Royal
and a commoner that is so close and lov-
ing. Yet, what mattered most in their
friendship is that in the midst of all the
differences, they learned to respect, love
and trust each other. It also showed that
friends stick with each other, admit mis-
takes and do whatever is necessary to see
the other succeed in life.
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XIAO EN GROUP

Nilai Memorial Park

One of Malaysia's most beautiful memorial park,
Nilai Memorial Park is situated just 30 minutes away
from Kuala Lumpur. Surrounded by lush natural
greenery, the Park successfully combines the best of
oriental traditions and architecture with western
planning and design. Set amidst all this is a series of
tastefully designed and crafted memorials and niche
columbariums, which not only provide a serene final
resting place for our departed loved ones but also
for others to pay their respects.

Xiao En Bereavement Care Packages

There is peace of mind in being able to fulfill your
final act of filial piety and assurance knowing that
every detail will be taken care of conscientiously.
There is dignity in a meaningful ritual well planned
and well performed. A Xiao En Bereavement Care
Package ensures that the warm memories of your
departed loved one will endure for generations to
come.

Xiao En Centre

Xiao En Centre, as a complex for social education
and life ceremony, is complemented with function
halls for memorial services and funeral rites. We are
also equipped with facilities to hold cultural &
community events including art exhibitions &
seminars. The centre’s design, which combines the
modern sensibilities & traditional concepts which
appraise human values represents our unfailing
commitment  towards celebration of life
excellences.

NILAI MEMORIAL PARK « XIAO EN BEREAVEMENT CARE . XIAO EN CENTRE « XIAO EN CULTURAL

CORPORATE OFFICE No 1 Jalan Kuari Cheras 56100 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia

T +603 9145 3888 F +603 9145 3999

W www.xiao-en.com

Tollfree 1-800-88-8333 (24 Hours)



Essay

“We are the clay, You are the potter;

We are the work of Your hand.” (Isaiah 64:48)

BY ELAINE TEH

Council of Churches Malaysia (CCM) Youth expressed deep dis-
appointment with motivational speaker Ustazah Siti Nor Bahyah
Mahamood in her derogatory and irresponsible remarks that were
aired on national television and subsequently circulated on Youtu-
be®, as having said in Bahasa Malaysia that, “Maksiat, disco,
couple-couple bersunyi sunyian, inilah tradisi masyarakat yang
beragama Kristian” in her build-up call to discourage all Muslim
youth from celebrating Valentine’s Day.

CCM Youth rebuked Ustazah Siti, saying that in her over-
enthusiasm, she had based her arguments with unsupported leg-
ends and fables and had chosen to use the public sphere to abuse
another community’s beliefs with erroneous opinions, which were
weakly disguised as facts. Her careless remarks have humiliated
the beliefs of others and resulted in creating disharmony by incit-
ing hatred of one community to another.

CCM Youth clarified to the Malaysian public that the commer-
cial practices of Valentine’s Day and Santa Claus have no biblical
grounding and basis in Christian teachings. However, just as peo-
ple of all races and religions around the world celebrated Father’s
Day and Mother’s Day, Valentine’s Day had been equally cele-
brated, as part of the global culture to remind everyone to love one
another. Therefore, it is not just an exclusive celebration between

Vice - a Christian
Tradition?

girlfriend and boyfriend but also a celebration of family love.

CCM Youth urged everyone to go beyond Valentine’s Day by
celebrating everyday as a day of loving one another because love
is central to the Christian faith. CCM Youth viewed that Ustazah
Siti could have advised the young people to be wise and not be
exploited by such blatantly commercialised celebrations rather
than openly attacking another community’s beliefs without well
researched facts.

CCM Youth also urged all quarters to respect every Malaysian’s
private space and rights, and to refrain from making untoward
statements by attributing all social illnesses in Malaysia to be con-
nected with the Valentine’s Day celebration, especially the recent
allegations that PAS intended to “police” Valentine’s Day in Se-
langor.

Despite the very hurtful statements, CCM Youth reiterated that
they did not hold anything against Ustazah Siti and sought every-
one to do likewise, as the Bible has said in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
that “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

CCM Youth hoped that Ustazah Siti would apologise to the
Christian community in the spirit of unity through diversity.
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