DIST

KDN:PP3233/1/2008

Volume 32, No.7 / July 2007

World Federation

of Chinese Methodist Churches
5th Mission Conference in Sibu, Sarawak

Azecord breaking 1,260 delegates
ttended this conference from 21-
25 June. Delegates came from Myanmar
(2),Korea(2), USA (9), United Kingdom
(6), Australia (11), New Zealand (3),
Canada (2), Sabah (19), Indonesia (29),
Taiwan (68), Hong Kong (86), Singapore
(99), West Malaysia (278), and East
Malaysia (647).

In addition to the focus on missions, the
concern for being a united, connected
community was a prominent theme in
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Bishop Hwa Yung giving the commissioning prayer.

the conference. The main speakers and
the plenary topics addressed this theme
in one way or another.

In the opening sermon, Rev. Khoo
Cheng Hoot, President of CAC of the
Methodist Church in Singapore, asked
if the gathered Methodists there can be
as ‘one man’, willing to put aside all
conflicts and disputes and let God bind
them together as one body. Just as God
can give new life to the valley of dry
bones (Ezek.37), He can give flesh and

sinews to this body to do God’s work

The keynote speaker, on the theme: In
Mission We Connect and Unite, was
Rev. Dr. Lo Lung Kwong, President of
the Methodist Church in Hong Kong.
With profound insights and humour
he drew out the challenge of being in
connection and missions.

The mark of disciples of Christ is their
love for one another in unity. This
goes beyond one’s identification with
culture, politics, clans, etc.; we are one
in Christ. Disciples are also to bear
much fruit as they abide in Christ (John
15). And disciples are sent to the world
as Jesus was sent by God. Jesus is the
first and best missionary example for
us. Therefore, the purpose of connecting
with one another is to enable others to
believe Jesus, to glorify God and to let
the world know the love of God.

The Bible studies, led by Rev. Dr. Ezra
Kok, Principal of Seminari Theoloji
Malaysia, expounded on the community
in light of the New Testament
— the Community of Disciples, the
Charismatic ~Community and the
Suffering Community.

And finally, the other plenary sessions
dealt with the more practical issues
of connectionalism. Rev. Dr. Su Chii
Ann, President of SCAC, spoke
on Connectionalism and Church
Development. Rev. Khoo Cheng Hoot
dealt with Connectionalism and Modern

>> continue on page 2 -
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Church Management, and Bishop
Hwa Yung, The Spirit of Connectional
Methodism.

The honourable guests of the
Conference were Dr. John Barrett,
Chairperson of the World Methodist
Council and Rev. Bill Anderson,
Chairperson of the Birmingham District
) of the Methodist Church in the
United Kingdom.
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Rev. Dr. Su Chii Ann the new Chairman of the Executive Council

A new Executive Council (2007-2012)
was elected, with Rev. Dr. Su Chii Ann
as Chairman and Bishop Enoch Kuey of
Taiwan the Vice-Chairman.

Before the closing, Bishop Hwa Yung was
invited to give a commissioning speech.
He pointed out the potential dangers of
the future and challenged the Chinese
Christian parents to encourage their
children to follow the footsteps of the
missionaries in the past. (See page 4 for
the full text of the speech.)

The closing ceremony was both a heart-
warming and soul-revival experience.
Rev. Dr. Tie King Tai,
Principal of Methodist

Theological student preparing the
congregation for praise and worship.

Theological School, Sibu, encouraged
the participants to be the wise man who
chooses to do the will of the Lord. “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).
Rev. Tie later gave the congregation a
five minutes quiet moment to pray and
commit their lives to God.

At the end, the flag of the WFCMC
was passed to the host of the next
mission conference, which will be held
in Taiwan in 2012.

Winnie Tie

Dr. George Hunter 111

his was organized by TRAC Boards

of Evangelism and Missions,
the two day conference explored the
current perspectives on church growth
and church planting.

To do this the organizers invited
Dr. George Hunter III from Asbury
Theological Seminary, USA, as the
main resource person. He has written
much on church growth and evangelism,
and is the co-founder of the American
Society for Church Growth.

Dr. Hunter shared four seminars on
“changing perspectives” related to
church growth and new congregations.
Admittedly, these observations were
drawn from the development of new

The Changing World of Church Growth
Through New Congregations
TRAC Church Planting Conference,

25-26 May 2007

churches in the West, particularly the
United States. Nevertheless, they give
much input to think about, and in some
cases we see similar trends emerging
in our own context, especially in the
urban setting.

Although perspectives and practices
may be changing, yet they are based on
an unchanging conviction that “the main
business of Christianity is apostolic” by
which he means being “sent out” into the
world. While the church, the ecclesia, is

>> continue on page 10
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e You Wi[[ing to give Your Childsen
9 Cod So Call?

Bishop Hwa Yung’s Commissioning Address
WFCMC Mission Conference 2007

he late John Paul II spoke of the 21st

century as a “new springtime” for
world mission. The focus will be on the task
of world missions in the 21st century. But
there will be a difference. It will be to look
at world missions from the perspective of
the non-western world where the majority
of the Christians today live!

Chinese churches throughout the world
are rightly excited about world missions.
This is true of our meeting and also of
CCCOWE, which had a huge conference
in Macau last year. It is also true of the
Chinese house churches with its Back-to-
Jerusalem vision, and many others. And
there is little doubt in my mind that the
Chinese church worldwide will feature
more and more strongly in world missions
as the 21st century proceeds. There is
indeed lots of energy and passion. And
money will not be a problem.

But there is a deep concern in my heart
which I believe is also God’s concern for
the Chinese church. The concern is simple:
Does the Chinese church really understand
that a genuine commitment to world
missions will inevitably involve sacrifice
and suffering? In the Back-to-Jerusalem
vision of the house churches in China, they
plan to send missionaries along the ancient

WFCMC Mission Conference

trade routes from Europe to China. Do we
ever think that this can be done without
sacrifice, suffering and martyrdom? We
need to learn a lesson from our brethren in
China. They tell us: Don’t pray that we will
be delivered from persecution. Pray instead
that God will give us stronger backs to take
it!

In Chinese there is a saying: A good son
will never be a soldier! The meaning is
clear. When I travel all over the world, I find
Chinese churches everywhere very excited
about missions. When it comes to giving
money, attending mission conferences and
taking part in short-term mission --- no
problems! But where are those who are
willing to give themselves or their sons and
daughters to a life time in missions?

For example, if you go to Australia, half
the Chinese Christian parents want their
children to become doctors, and the other
half want them to go into business! This, of
course, is an exaggeration, but you get my
point? Will the Chinese Christians in the
21st century develop a new saying: A good
son will never be a missionary?

If the Chinese church is going to make
its mark in world missions in the coming
century, we cannot avoid the question of

commitment, sacrifice, suffering and even
martyrdom! We will need to learn from
those who gave up so much to bring the
gospel to us in Asia. We need to have
the faith of a Robert Morrison, the first
Protestant missionary to China. We need to
learn to give up the possibility of brilliant
careers, like a John Sung, and teach our
children to do the same. We need to be
like the parents of Hudson Taylor, who
secretly prayed for their son for years, until
he ended up the most effective missionary
that China ever knew.

We need to pray that God will produce
a whole new generation of young men
and women who will take the missionary
calling seriously and treat it as a calling for
one’s whole life --- even at great cost to
themselves. We need to remember Jesus’
words: “Unless a grain of wheat falls
to the ground and dies, it remains only a
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds.” (John 12:24)

What about you and me? Am I willing to
go when God calls and to wherever He
sends? Am I, as a father or mother, so
genuinely serious about mission that I will
give my children with joy to the Lord if
God so calls? Or, are we like those who say
to God: Here am I, but send him!
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25-27 May 2007

his was the theme of the conference

held at the Methodist Centennial
Park, Sibu. What is the theme about you
may ask? What is the difference between
Christian careers and other careers? The
two main speakers were Bishop Hwa
Yung and Ms Annette Arulrajah, the
General Secretary of the Fellowship of
Evangelical Students.

This conference was held to address the
issue of the shortage of fulltime workers
and pastors in the Methodist Church which
is a matter of some concern in some of the
Annual Conferences. However, it was not
just about this issue. Christian careers do
not refer only to work within the church
or other Christian ministries. They refer,
rather, to the perspective and attitude a
Christian brings to his/her career that is
shaped by the Christian commitment.

It was this perspective that Bishop
Hwa Yung laid the groundwork for
understanding the difference a Christian
has towards his or her carcer. His three
messages dwelt on (1) God’s Purposes for
the World, (2) A Christian Understanding
of Vocation, and (3) The Cost of
Commitment.
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Fellowship across the Annual Conferences

L P

== s

Now how difficult is it to get organized?

The Christian’s work is always shaped by
the calling to be the salt and light in the
world. And as such his/her basic motivation
is not for material gain or promotions but
to seek to establish God’s purposes in
society and the work place. So one should
see one’s career as a way to serve Christ in
the world and be committed to do the best
in it. No doubt there will be a cost to pay
because of the difference in priorities and
goals that the Christian seeks to achieve.

Nevertheless, the concern shared by both
speakers was the lack of Christians willing
to take up the work of the pastoral or
fulltime Christian ministry. Ms Arulrajah
took two workshops on (1) The Missing
Generation and (2) Opening the Eyes of
our Heart.

She shared the sobering fact that out of
1000 Christian graduates every year, only
less than 20 will work in fulltime ministry.

A time for prayer with Ms Annette.

Why is this so? Both speakers identified
the same factors that were holding back
young people to a fulltime ministry. One
is the lure and attraction of what secular
work offers in terms of monetary gain
and security. But secondly, parents also
encourage their children to take jobs that
pay better and can sustain a certain kind of
lifestyle. They consider fulltime ministry
from the financial aspects, and often think
of this career as the last option on the list.

The conference also addressed the practical
questions on how to encourage more of
our young people and graduates to take up
fulltime ministry. One suggestion was to
have some kind of mentorship programme
in the church where school leavers after
Form 5 & 6 can work in the church. They
can then observe and gain some experience
in the work of the pastor and the ministry
of the church.

Rev. Christopher Rao, the TRAC Youth
Director, also suggested that the GC
Youth Council can play a part in bringing
the youths from the Annual Conferences
together and help to instill a heart for
ministry and missions work. Mission trips
can help expose youths to fulltime work in
the church or in missions.

This article is based on reports by Edmund
Hunt of Wesley Methodist Church,
Teluk Intan.

GCYC Youth Conference



Faith to Live /gy:
An gxpositian 0][ the /4p05t/es " Creed

Roland Chia

Dr. Roland Chia is Dean of Postgraduate Studies
and Lecturer in Historical and Systematic Theology
at Trinity Theological College, Singapore.

15. jz.o’zgiveness

the forgiveness of sins

The statement  concerning  the
forgiveness of sin poses some
difficulty to the modern reader because
both sin and forgiveness have lost their
meaning in our time. The evangelical
theologian Bernard Ramm aptly entitled
his book on sin, An Offence to Reason.
This title is appropriate because it
insightfully captures the sensibility of
the modern man and his attitude towards
what is traditionally called sin. For the
modern man, the concept of sin is indeed
an offence to reason because it injures
his pride and sense of greatness. We
have therefore invented a number of very
clever euphemisms to replace the word
sin: weakness, habit, orientation, tendency

and fixation.

Our age also has a penchant for
psychologising sin and for understanding
sin not so much in relation to God but
in relation to ourselves. The unhappy
result of all this is that sin has lost its
horror, being reduced to a psychological
problem that can be treated. Once sin
is psychologised in this way, salvation
becomes nothing more than therapy. God
himself'is sometimes envisioned as a great
therapist who is able to sort out or fix all
our problems.

Just as sin has lost its true theological
meaning in our modern culture, so
forgiveness too has been grossly
misunderstood. To begin with, forgiveness
is something that most of us find difficult
to give or receive. William Willimon
has very insightfully said that it is very
‘unnatural’ for us to either forgive
someone or receive forgiveness. It is
‘unnatural’ for us to forgive because we are
‘naturally’ vengeful. And it is “‘unnatural’

Faith To Live By

for us to receive forgiveness because we
are ‘naturally’ self-righteous. We find
forgiveness difficult simply because sin
has perverted our nature and created a
barrier of self-righteousness and pride.

However, there is another way in
which the idea of forgiveness has
become problematic for us. In our
modern world, forgiveness is no longer
understood in relation to God, to sin
and to justice. As a result forgiveness
becomes sentimentalised and trivialised:
it is understood superficially as letting
people off. To understand the importance
of the creedal statement about the
forgiveness of sins, we must recover the
biblical-theological understanding of sin
and forgiveness.

For the modern man,
the concept of sin is
indeed an offence
to reason because it
injures his pride and
sense of greatness. We
have therefore invented

a number of very
clever euphemisms
to replace the word

sin: weakness, habit,
orientation, tendency,
and fixation.

In order to understand what the Bible
means by sin, it is helpful to examine
some important words that it uses to refer

to it. The Bible sometimes describes sin as
a ‘transgression’, a word which signifies
stepping across or going out of bounds.
Transgression refers both to the things
that we do and the things that we have left
undone. Another key word the Bible uses
to describe sin is ‘iniquity’ and this has
to do with perversion or distortion that is
located at the very heart of the personality.
While transgression refers primarily to
some act which a person performs or
fails to perform, iniquity deals with the
disposition of the heart, the nature and
attitude of the sinner.

The primary meaning of sin in the Bible is
encapsulated in the concept ‘rebellion’, for
in the Bible, sin has to do not just with the
nature and inner disposition of man, but
more fundamentally with the relationship
between man and God. Romans 3 therefore
provides the definitive description of the
nature of sin when it characterises sin as
rebellion: ‘All have turned aside, together
they have become worthless ... There is
no fear of God before their eyes’ (3:12,
18). Sin is described here as the autonomy
that man wishes to exert over against
God his Creator, the rejection of God’s
sovereignty and rebellion against his
authority. The Bible does not trivialise sin
by reducing it to a psychological state, but
insists on the gravity of sin by pointing
to its true nature and by emphasising
the fact that sin is transgression against
God himself.

Only when we appreciate the gravity of
sin will we fully appreciate the greatness
of God’s forgiving grace which is
extended not just to a group of individuals
but to all, because all have sinned. The
most powerful portrayal of God’s attitude



towards the sinner is found in the famous
parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11ff).
In fact, the whole of Luke 15, which tells
of three losses, provides us with profound
insights regarding God’s attitude towards
sinful men and women, for these parables
tell us that God is ever willing to welcome
back sinners.

The parable of the prodigal son has much
to teach us regarding sin, repentance
and forgiveness. This parable, which is
sometimes called the parable of the waiting
Father, teaches that God is always waiting
for his rebellious children to return, and
that he is always ready to forgive them
when they repent. The warm reception that
the Father gave to his prodigal son when he
returned (we are told that when the father
saw his son coming at a distance, he ran
towards him, embraced and kissed him),
and the elaborate feast that he organised
to welcome his son home, shows that the
forgiveness of God of the repentant sinner
is total and complete. This parable brings
out the astonishing nature of forgiveness —
forgiveness is all about the God who takes
us back to himself when we have nothing
to say for ourselves, no excuses to make
and no self-justifications to offer.

We cannot think of sin and forgiveness
without reflecting on the Cross of Calvary,
the Cross on which Jesus Christ sacrificed

The warm reception that
the Father gave to his
prodigal son when he
returned (we are told

that when the father

saw his son coming at a

distance, he ran towards

him, embraced and kissed
him), and the elaborate
feast that he organised to
welcome his son home,
shows that the forgiveness
of God of the repentant
sinner is total
and complete.

his life in atonement of the sins of the world.
The question regarding the necessity of the
Cross for the forgiveness of sin has been
frequently asked in the history of theology
and something of an answer is provided by
an eleventh century theologian, Anselm of
Canterbury, in his famous treatise regarding
the incarnation (Cur Deus Homo?).

We can only attain
forgiveness through the
Cross of Christ, that
is, through the loving
self-sacrifice of the
One who knew no sin
but who willingly took
upon himself the sin of
the world.

Space does not allow the examination
of Anselm’s arguments in detail, but for
Anselm the necessity of the Cross for
the forgiveness of sins has to do with the
intricate relationship between sin, divine
justice, and the mercy of God. Because sin
is the great offence against God, sinners (the
offenders) justly deserve punishment from
God for their misdeeds. God, however,
wishes to be merciful to sinners; but the
question is, how can he do this without
compromising justice and without in some
sense trivialising the offence itself.

The incarnation and the Cross provides the
answer in that through his substitutionary
death on the Cross, Christ has taken our
place and endured the punishment on our
behalf, so that we might in turn receive
God’s mercy. Thus, because the demands
of the divine justice are met by Christ’s
substitutionary death on the Cross, God
can now show mercy without having to
compromise his justice.

Even if we are not entirely satisfied with
the explanation of this eleventh century
theologian, we must acknowledge that the
Bible, especially the New Testament, very
clearly teaches that between the sinner and
forgiveness stands the Cross of Golgotha.

In a culture in which sin and forgiveness
are not taken very seriously, Christians
often forget what it took for God to make
his forgiveness available to sinners. The
Cross of Christ brings home the profound
truth that God’s forgiveness for our sin is
never cheap and that we cannot simply
move from sin to forgiveness as if our sin is
of little consequence and as if forgiveness
comes easily.

We can only attain forgiveness through the
Cross of Christ, that is, through the loving
self-sacrifice of the One who knew no sin
but who willingly took upon himself the
sin of the world. Forgiveness has to do
therefore with the great, unfathomable
action of God in Jesus Christ that reverses
the entire situation for the sinner who
comes by faith to Christ. Through this
divine act in Christ, God has forgiven the
guilty, healed the leper, and liberated the
prisoner — in a word, he has reconciled
sinners to Himself.

The Reformers were right to stress that
the forgiveness which is freely given and
at great cost to God in the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ, is something which we
cannot earn. Forgiveness, to be sure, wins
our response and makes available to us
new and marvellous possibilities even as
it opens our hearts to the Spirit of God
and teaches us how to forgive others. But,
as the Reformers are careful to point out,
none of these things can be seen as a pre-
requisite or as a prior condition of God’s
forgiveness; rather, in light of the Gospel,
they must be seen as consequences, the
result of having received the forgiveness
of God.

This, however, must not lead us to the
wrong conclusion that the Bible does not
present any conditions for forgiveness, for
nothing can be further from the teaching of
the Bible. On this matter the Bible is very
clear: there is no forgiveness of sin without
atruly repentant heart which acknowledges
the sinfulness of sinand renounces it with all
its power and with honesty. As theologian
Emil Brunner has so poignantly put it, ‘To
wish to have God’s forgiveness without
this renunciation of things contrary to God,
that is crazy friviolity: that is to carry on a
mischivious game with the grace of God’.

Faith To Live By
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This is the translation of the above article.

Conference on Wesleyan Belief and Culture

he Chinese Annual Conference (CAC) held its 1st conference

on Wesleyan Belief and Culture from 30 April to 1 May 2007 in
Kuala Lumpur. Rev Lin Chong Zhi, Director of Wesleyan Christian
Church Coordination, Hong Kong was the invited speaker.

The Conference was organized by the CAC Board of Laity. 105
ministers and lay members attended. Rev Lin spoke about John
Wesley’s views on (1) Salvation, (2) the Theology of Grace, (3)
Missions & Evangelism and (4) Discipleship.

Salvation

Salvation, according to Wesley, is the sinner, who has departed from
God, but now has become a child of God through His grace, and is
living a holy and perfect life. John Wesley emphasized God’s salvation
is from the love of God, a gift to all nations through the crucifixion

n CAC News

of Jesus Christ. When a man is saved he becomes righteous and is
reconciled with God. For a man to accept the gift of grace, faith is
needed and it comes from God. He is reborn in the Holy Spirit and
lives a new life. God’s Spirit works in him, changes his will, leads him
to commit to God and leave the sinful nature.

GRACE

John Wesley taught that the grace of God is manifested in His wonderful
creation. Man is created in God’s own image, in true righteousness and
holiness (Eph 4:24). Although men betray God and are now separated
from God, yet God’s love has never lessened. When we are still in sin,
God’s prevenient grace is upon all, calling us to repent.

When we respond to His love, He continues to give us the “grace of
righteousness”, and forgives our sin. Then, when we continue in this
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The Manjung Districtof CAC organized
this  “Colourful Life” Carnival. It
was held at ACS Sitiawan with 600
volunteers from the 20 churches in the

District. Over 5000 people came to the
afternoon of performances, games,
and professional services offered to
the community.

grace, He gives us the “grace of holiness” to help us live a holy life.

MISSION & EVANGELISM

In his time John Wesley practiced a new way to share the gospel. He
organized open air evangelistic rallies, and his target was the poor.
Wesley clearly recorded the details of every outreach event, showing
that many people repented, were set free from sin and committed
themselves solely to God’s will.

John Wesley’s principle in mission and evangelism is: “The world is
my parish”. He wanted to share the Gospel to all those who wanted to
hear, not limited by boundaries. He wanted to minister to the church
world wide.

DISCIPLESHIP
Wesley also spent his life teaching about being a true believer, guiding
them to live a holy life. He emphasized a proactive and continually

growing towards holiness. The Holy Spirit will grant grace and power

to those who persist in the spiritual struggle. No matter how far one
has come he needs to continue to grow in grace, to receive more grace
for a higher life of holiness.

One of Wesley’s effective pastoral methods is through class teaching,
to encourage and check the spiritual life of believers. In the class,
believers could share and lighten each other’s burden of everyday
needs, speak honestly with love and seek to grow in spirit.

CONCLUSION

Rev. Lin concluded that one of the characteristics of the Methodist
culture is its universal application. John Wesley acknowledged that
anything that accorded with the Bible that is beneficial to transform
one’s life in God can be used by other denominations. Although we
cannot duplicate Wesley’s concepts exactly because of changes in
history, society and culture, we can emulate the Wesleyan culture and
excavate what is desirable in response to the culture and challenges
we face today.

CAC News u
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the “called out” people, it has an apostolic
mission to the world. And part of this
mission is to turn people and welcome
them into the Body of Christ.

In his on-going examination of the church
scene Dr. Hunter noted that the kind of
churches we are to set up, and the way
we “do church”, is largely shaped by
the diversity of target populations that
now need to be reached. He notes six
characteristics that growing churches
have.

Cultural relevance — there is an indigenous
policy not to impose foreign cultural
forms on anybody.

Emotional relevance — engaging people on
the emotional level, addressing the range
of emotions that usually drive their lives,
and enabling them to receive the gospel
emotionally.

Small groups — enabling a communal
faith, where people minister to each other
and deep needs are met.

Lay ministries — where lay people are
involved in teams working together.

Outreach ministries — that go to where
the people are and therefore can be in a
variety of forms and programmes. These
increasingly are the “side doors” by which
people enter the church.

World mission involvement — not
necessarily going beyond the borders
but to have a world perspective, and
welcoming people across the cultural and
language barrier.

Rev. Ong Hwai Teik welcoming the
participants.

TRAC Church Growth Seminar

Rev. Henry Yong (left), Chairman of the Board of Evangelism, and Rev. Lawrence Chen (right)

with Dr. Hunter.

Current trends in the urban and suburban
setting also suggest that future new
churches will have “proliferation” growth.
That is, like the analogy of a tree spreading
its branches in all directions, churches will
proliferate all kinds of small and large
groups, teams for ministry and mission,
a variety of outreach ministries, and have
specialized leaders for these tasks and
programmes.

As a result of “proliferation” growth Dr.
Hunter sees that new churches are more
likely to consist of multiple congregations
and even multiple sites for their worship and
ministry. These emerging characteristics
of new congregations are the outcomes
of answering two strategic questions that
churches ask when they seek to extend
their growth:

What constituencies (or target populations)
are we called to reach that our present
churches, with their present groups,
ministries, and congregations cannot reach
in substantial numbers?

What types of NEW groups, ministries,
congregations, and churches will be
required to reach them in substantial
numbers?

These were among a number of interesting
and important analyses Dr. Hunter
presented.

Part of the conference was also given to
local church planting experience. Rev.
Ong Sek Leang, Senior Pastor of Metro
Tabernacle, Kuala Lumpur and Rev.

Rev. Ong Sek Leang

Lawrence Chen, Group Executive Pastor
of New Life Restoration Centre Churches
were invited to share their experiences,
principles and practice of church planting.
Newly constituted TRAC churches —
Trinity Methodist Church, Sungai Buloh
and Life Methodist Church, Puchong —
also shared their model of a newly planted
church.

It was evident that some of the emerging
trends and perspectives on new
congregations were part of their experience
and/or were factors increasingly coming to
their attention in planting new churches.

The conference highlighted some of the
important factors and strategic questions
that confront the modern church in her
calling to be an apostolic church, sent out
to reach the peoples of the world. This is a
challenge for Methodist churches to take
to heart.

Christopher Cheah



Book Keview
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sing the analogy of jewels

which are formed under
intense pressure and obtained at
high costs, Brenda Slogget tells
faith stories of lives transformed
under equally intense difficulties
and high costs but the end results
are truly gems, hence the title of
the book.

Lenita Tiong

She skillfully intertwined historical events such as the earlier hard
years of mission work, the genocide years and the refugee camps
with stories of lives touched and changed by the Gospel. Although
she had never lived in Cambodia per se, she first traveled there
in 1991 and since then had traveled there on various occasions
meeting both Khmer Christians and expatriate missionaries
recording their stories.

One suchpersonis Rev Heng Cheng, born in a Chinese-Cambodian
Christian home and in the 1960s worshipped in a church planted
by the first missionary to Cambodia, David Ellison. From being
in the Lon Nol army to selling medicine in Vietnam, Rev Heng
is now the General Secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of
Cambodia (EFC) under which umbrella is 101 churches.

Other testimonies told in this book include that of Barnabas
Marm, Sokreaksa Himm and Uon Seila who have become well
respected leaders in the Cambodian church.

Stories of the work and lives of missionaries who arrived in the
early 90s are also found in this heart-warming book. One such
couple is Rev Jim and Mrs Agnes Verner who arrived in Cambodia
in 1993 with the SAO (Southeast Asian Outreach) and was used
by God both in planting churches, training the national leadership
as well as in many development projects. The Verners even
started the Khmer School of Language at which many present
day missionaries were first exposed to the Khmer language.

The other beautiful life story told in this book is that of Marie
Ens. Marie and her husband Norman were missionaries with
the Christian Missionary Alliance and were sent to Cambodia in
1961. They, together with all missionaries, were expelled from
Cambodia just before the war. After her husband went home
to be with the Lord, Marie made the bold decision to return to
Cambodia in 1994 to work with a local church, ministering to
the AIDS patients in a military hospital. I had the privilege of
meeting this petite elderly sister in Christ and she exudes the love
and compassion of Christ.

For me to read through this book is not only enriching but often
I smiled between the pages for the names of both the Khmers

and the missionaries are real life people I have the privilege of
meeting. The places mentioned too are familiar.

There are so few books about the church and the Christians in
Cambodia and sometimes it is so hard to recommend books
to short term mission trippers. The only other book is Living
Fields, Killing Fields by Don Cormack. And so, I would strongly
recommend this book to all those who are thinking about spending
time in Cambodia, even if it’s for a few days.

Avoid what Rev Heng Cheng described as “many foreign
missionaries want to plant churches ... they have the right and
freedom to do so, but it would be more effective and wise if
they work along side the nationals, ... rather than hiring a few
translators and going out on their own.”

The church in Cambodia and the people there is not a clean
slate as if nothing has happened before the 21st century of Asian
Mission era. Read about what God has done to be a part of what
He is doing!!

Note: This book is available from Amazon.com at USD12.24

1 Sloggett has another book on Cambodia : 4 Voice in the Night:
A Challenging True Story of Mission Work With the People of
Cambodia and Vietnam

2 Sokreaksa Himm’s own book, Tears of My Soul is available from
Amazon.com

3 Marie’s own stories are told in two books, Journey to Joy and
A Time for Mercy

4 Available also from Amazon.com and the OMF Malaysia office
in KL. The Chinese translation is available from there.
Contact Connie at my-admin@omf.net

5 P. 106

Lenita Tiong
SCAC Missionary
Cambodia

Book Review
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Latest Updates!!

The MPC Secretariat
has regular meetings
these days to iron
out and solve

the many issues
involved in making
the Convention as
smooth and effective
as possible, for both
the participants and
the speakers and
workshop leaders.

These ladies are part of the heart of the Secretariat of the MPC.

Video Presentations

Three 10-minute videos will be presented during the plenary sessions at Sunway
Convention Centre. These will depict (1) the History of the Methodist Church
in Malaysia, (2) the Life of Methodist Churches Today, and (3) Missions in the
Methodist church.

Thanksgiving Celebration at Stadium Malawati

A 500 strong choir from the different Annual Conferences will be assembled under
the direction of Grace Ho of CAC.

Special worship presentations.

Each Annual Conference will present an item that is drawn from its cultural
heritage and resources. Items focused on youth and children, and by Beautiful Gate
Foundation will also be featured.

Messages from Christian Politicians

31 August evening — sharing by YB Datuk Dr.
Tan Kee Kwong, MP of Segambut, and YB Ngeh
Koo Ham, State Assemblyman for Sitiawan.

2 September Thanksgiving Celebration — YB
Datuk Dr. Maximus Ongkili J.P., Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department.

24 Hour Prayer Chain

This prayer covering and intercession for the
Convention begins the day before (30 August) at
8.00 pm. right through to 1.00 pm on 2 September,
the conclusion at Stadium Malawati Shah Alam.

Teams of intercessors from all the Annual
Conferences will pray through the night, in
periods of four hours (8.00 pm - 8.00 am) and of
two hours each during the convention sessions.

On 2 September, all the groups will pray in
the Stadium from 8.00 — 11.00 am and from
11.00 am — 1.00 pm.
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We'll walk the land with hearts on fire
Bb

I And ev'ry step will be a prayer
Gm Dm

w8 Hope is rising, new day dawning
" Gm [+ F
Sound of singing fills the air
. = C F

[+ F
Two thousand years and still the flame
8b
Is burmning bright across the land
Gm Dm
Hearts are waiting, longing, aching
Gm c F
For awakening once again
Chorus:
F
Let the flame bum brighter
In the heart of darﬁness
Bb
Tumning night to glonous da\_.f
Let the song grow rouder
As our Iove grmvs strongar
Bb Dm? C F Be Dm7 C
Letit shlne ...let it shine
[+ F
We'll walk for truth
c F
Speak out for love
In Jesus name we shall be strung
Tao lift the Iallen to save the ch|ldre|n
c F

To fill the natlon with Your song
Graham Kendrick

Theme Song for the Convention

“We’ll Walk the Land”

This song of faith and mission
commitment to the power and hope of
the gospel of Jesus Christ has been
selected as the theme song for

the Convention.
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uring my recent visit to Butterworth,

Penang, 1 worshipped at the
Methodist Church there. The speaker that
morning, Mr. Andrew Yeoh, spoke on
the Holy Spirit and His presence in our
lives. He requested us to make room in
our hearts for the Holy Spirit. He pointed
out that oftentimes when we do not have
room for Him this hurts and grieves the
Holy Spirit.

In the sermon he spoke about how Joseph
and Mary found no room to stay in
Bethlehem. There was no room for our
Lord! Finally akind inn-keeper gave room
in his stable for the King to be born.

It was the call for a census by Caesar
Augustus that brought so many people
to Bethlehem. That town must have been
really crowded, with many people coming
back to register at the same time. This
picture of a crowded city and the need to
accommodate so many people brought my
mind to another scene that prompted this
sharing.

On 31 August, our country will be
celebrating the golden jubilee of our
independence. Indeed it will be a great
event. Klang Valley will be crowded with
patriotic people from different states, and
from as far as Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei,
Singapore and overseas. Visitors will want
to come at this time to experience the best
of Malaysia. What a crowded city Kuala
Lumpur will be. I pity the drivers in the
anticipated traffic jams!

In the midst of this hustle and bustle, let
us see yet another picture - the Methodist
Church holding its Prayer Convention
on 31 August and 1 September and the
gathering of thousands of Methodists at
the Malawati Stadium, Shah Alam on 2
September.

What a time for the Methodists, so
methodical in everything they do, to
organize such a colossal event at this time
of the year. What detailed planning will be
needed!

When I think of the call for Methodists
staying in the Klang Valley to open their
homes to accommodate their sisters and
brothers from other states, I can only say
this: Mary had to be housed in a stable to

deliver our King, because there was no
room in the inns for our Lord. Now,
two thousand years later, history may
be repeating itself. Let us not close our
doors on our brothers and sisters.

Should I open our home to members
of our church from East and West
Malaysia during this event? This was
the question I was asking myself before
I heard the sermon in Butterworth.
But now I am very clear: the Lord has
blessed us with a humble home and 1
gratefully thank God for this and we
will certainly open our home to share
this blessing with God’s people.

This is the time when we will come
together, under one roof, to meet our sisters
and brothers of different backgrounds.
Let us not see the differences, but only the
glory of the Lord who has united us.

N. Thana Ramanadan
Wesley, Kuala Lumpur

If anyone wishes to participate
in this ‘Partnering Opportunity
Through Hospitality’, please
inquire with your church for
more information.




Programme Officer

The Methodist Church invites applications  * To coordinate writing of material for

for the position of Programme worship, teaching and training for the

Officer. This is a contractual position  whole Methodist Church.

* To perform any other duties related to
the various Programme Councils of the

church as directed by the Bishop from
Job Scope time to time.

* To help General Conference Programme
Councils to implement their
programmes through administrative =~ Requirements

renewable annually.

and other support. Degree or its equivalent.

*To organize programmes/functions/  Applicants should have ministry experience.
events as decided and directed by the Have good people relationship and can work in a team.
General Conference Executive Council — Possess good organizing skills and managerial abilities.
from time to time. Computer literacy.

* To facilitate training programmes in
coordination = with  the  Annual Interested applicants can post, fax or email their application with
Conferences by providing administrative  their resume to the address below, by 15 August 2007.

and other support. The Executive Secretary
* To identify resources available in The Methodist Church in Malaysia
the Annual Conferences which can help 69, Jalan 5/31
facilitate the Annual Conferences in 46000 Petaling Jaya
their activities, programmes and/or Fax: 03-79541788
training seminars and workshops. Email: es@methodistchurch.org.my

Boys Home in Cheras Opens for

% New Admission.
u' The LCMS Bethesda Children’s Home has recently moved

from Rawang. Admission is opened again for children who

0 ER%L  RERS L EEHAR need the warmth and love of a home.

RERR: FALTHA Children applying for admission shall be below 9-10 years
RNGERS Wi B of age.

RAREABMNERKENRES To apply, contact the Matron of the Home at 03-9074 1727
017-6860256.
E#f Guthrie k3 o

Or write to: The Chairman Management Committee

() ﬁ LCMS Bethesda Children’s Home
= No. 5, Taman Mas 2
S b # Batu 9, 43200 Cheras, Selangor

Lutlleran Garden

AMODEHN CHHISTIAN CEMETERY m

i . 03-7960 7066 apgt
Fi: 019-335 1977

% @ Lutheran Garden Berhad (755390P)
B3 - www.lutherangarden.com PJEE : lutherangarden@gmail.com

Announcements
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The MYF dinner celebration.

Honouring an earlier generation of the faithful.

“He Has Done Marvellous Things ...” @saim9s:1)
Two-In-One Celebration of Tamil Methodist Church, Ipoh.

1 June 2007 was a memorable
day for the Tamil Methodist
Church, Ipoh as we celebrated two

commemorative events in our church
life.

111 YEARS CHURCH
ANNIVERSARY

The morning worship service was
graced by our President, Rev. P. Tevaraji
who spoke on II Timothy 4:1-8 - THE
CHURCH GOD USES - highlighting:
The Church God uses must always focus
on Jesus Christ who must be exalted at
all times.

The Church God uses is called to preach
the Word of God at all times.

The Church God uses must be aware
and be warned of false teachings.

The Church God uses must serve well in
its evangelistic and social mandate.

The Church God uses finishes well
— faithful to God and completing its task
faithfully.

A special choir for the occasion presented
the song, “Oom Naamam Paadanumey”
(““Your Name is to be Praised”). Mr. R.
Steven then presented a brief history of
our church.

The elderly showin-g their talent.

) il
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Members who were seventy years and
above were specially honoured and
prayed for. A few were in tears that they
were remembered in this very special
way.

The climax of the Service was the
cutting of the Anniversary cake by the
oldest member of our church, Mr. A.V.
Manickam (92 years) and our TAC
President.

MYF 60TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

Our young people organized a dinner
cum special presentations to mark
this auspicious occasion. The guest of
honour was Mr. D.R. Daniel (former
Conference Lay Leader) who was the
first President of the MYF in 1947.

In his speech, Mr. D.R. Daniel
reminisced on the early years of youth
ministry in our church. Souvenirs were
given to him and the TAC President.
Notably present were also Mr. Anthony
Row (TAC Chairman of the Board of
Finance) and his wife Shellatay, Rev.
James Ravindaren, the TAC Director
of Youth Work, and Rev. Joseph

Mr A.V. Manickam and Rev. Tevaraji
cutting the cake.

Yesupatham, Perak District Associate
Youth Director.

More than 500 people, from our church
as well as other churches, and from all
walks of life attended this celebration.
Young people and elderly alike presented
items.

As the theme for both the celebrations
proclaimed, surely God has been and
continues to do great and marvalous
things in the Tamil Methodist Church
here in Ipoh!

Rev. Dr. A.E. Joseph
TMC, Ipoh
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Rev. Tevaraji (second from left) and Mr D.R. Daniel (fourth from

left) with present youth and church leaders.



