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We thank God for the election of the Presidents of the Annual Conferences for the
new quadrennium (2017-2020).

CAC - Rev. Dr. Ezra Kok Hon Seng SPAC - Rev. Dr. Hii Kong Hock
SCAC - Rev. Dr. Tie King Tai TAC - Rev. Dennis Rqj
SIAC - Rev. Steward Damat TRAC - Rev. Dr.T. Jeyakumar

f or to us a child is born, tous a
son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
greatness of his government and
peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and
over his kingdom, establishing
and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this.

| ' Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik and Family
and all staff of Methodist HQ
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PRAYER UNITED

Items for prayer this month:

1. Christmas season
a. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.” — John 1:4-5 (ESV)

i. We are reminded that the Grace of God appeared
through our Lord Jesus Christ, bringing salvation to all.
Let us pray that we as Christians, will be the manifesta-
tion of the glory of our great God and Saviour, and will
be a light to overcome the darkness of this nation.

ii. We pray for godly example this season to walk away
from worldly passions and commercial pressures, to
live out lives that are upright and godly before our
neighbours, colleagues, families and friends.

iii. We pray that this season, we would find opportunities
to reach out to the lost, the least, the last and the lame,
as we are redeemed from all iniquity to be a people of
His own created for righteousness, and zealous for good
deeds.

iv. Let this be a month of deep worship to the One who
is the greatest gift of all, our Father’s only Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. In God’s generous justice, we now
are no longer slaves, but adopted as His children, and
heirs, through God.

2. Next Parliamentary Sitting in March 2017
Now that the Parliamentary Sitting has been adjourned to
March 2017, let us continue to cover the highest law-making
institution in our nation:

a. Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers, MPs, including those
in government and opposition:

i. To take up the responsibilities of office diligently
and with wisdom, given the difficulties of decision-
making, and to make just and righteous laws and
legislation;

b. Speaker of the House

i.  Pray for wisdom and integrity, as the Speaker and his
deputy bear heavy responsibilities, to ensure major
legislations are thought through clearly, well debated,
and not about laying blame or settling scores.

ii. Pray that bills be debated fairly, and MPs given the
proper amount of time to debate.

c. Members of Parliament

i.  For godly living, given that they are away from their
homes during times they are in Parliament.

ii. For integrity of work, not just in their constituencies,
but also in the management of their workload and
resources.

iii. That they will invest in research and talent that will
benefit the nation.

d. Civil Servants in Parliament and Government
i. Uphold research staff, secretaries, managers, secu-
rity officers, police who work or provide support in
Parliament and government.
ii. Pray for civil servants and committees in charge of
handling major legislations and development of po-
licy and its implementation.

e. Legislation and Policy Issues
i. RUU355 Hudud Amendments

1. For deliberate, open and constructive consulta-
tion in good faith with all groups, including mi-
norities, in the drafting of the amendments, so
that it will not violate the Federal Constitution,
and the rights of all Malaysians to religious free-
dom.

2. For the continued upholding of the civil laws of
the nation, that justice and righteousness be prin-
ciples that are non-negotiable, to inspire and to
serve all citizens.

ii. For development in programs for the education,
health, security, social and welfare services of the
people and that these will not to be negatively im-
pacted from budget cuts.

December 2016
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ne of the most congregation-
Oally sung and choir present-
ed piece of music during the
Christmas Season is founded on one

verse from the oracles of the prophet
Isaiah in the Old Testament.

In 1741, the maestro Frederic Handel
collated a combination of prophecies
in the Old Testament and the truths
found in the New Testament to show
how powerfully and dramatically
Jesus the Messiah fulfilled the Scrip-
tures. Handel’s famous oratorio, Mes-
siah, in three parts, maps out Jesus’
birth, death and resurrection.

One of the most popular pieces loca-
ted in the Christmas section of this ora-
torio is from Isaiah 9:6 — “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”

This prophecy was given in the 8"
century BC, when God’s people
faced a tumultuous and unsettling
time. The Assyrian empire under
powerful kings [TiglathPilesser III,
Shalmaneser V, Sargon II and then
Sennacherib] were reasserting domi-
nation over the world.

God’s rebellious people under King
Ahaz, were scurrying to find human
alliances as they craved worldly se-
curities. They had chosen not to trust
in their God who beckoned them with
these words found in Isaiah 30:15 -
“This is what the Sovereign LORD,
the Holy One of Israel, says: “Only
in returning to me and resting in me

will you be saved. In quietness and
confidence is your strength. But you
would have none of it”.

In the unpredictable and prolonged
upheaval around us today, as we look
for relief, peace and assurance, it is
most timely that Christmas reminds
us once again that in spite of the ap-
pearances of the situations around
us — we have the “Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace” born to us.
Our world today is tormented by an
unprecedented number of troubles:
terrorism, racial strife, religious in-
tolerance, ethno-centric politics, the
desperate plight of refugees and the
rising cost of living. These are among
the many insomniac concerns.

At Christmas, may God’s people
called Methodists continue to choose
to trust in our Emmanuel God Who is
with us. He is the very personification
of the angel’s declaration to an inno-
cent, wide-eyed and shell shocked
young virgin in Luke 1:37 — For
nothing will be impossible with God.

Our sovereign and omnipotent God
of history is the Wonderful Coun-
sellor — He wants to guide our lives,
teaching and directing us in the way
to live. As our Mighty God Who has
authority over all creation, He gives
us the grace and the power to live ac-
cording to “the way, the truth and the
life”. He is our loving Everlasting
Father Who caringly takes responsi-
bility for us, who walks and encou-
rages us all the way. He is the Prince
of Peace, offering us His immeasur-
able consolation as we face an unset-
tling world and myriad challenges so

that we can find peace in and through
Him in these unpredictable times.

When life causes you to ask “how
am I supposed to live in such a time
and world like this” — may you never
forget the Emmanuel God Who “ta-
bernacled” among us - being born in
the manger. He experienced firsthand
and personally knows many of our
joys and hopes, challenges and disap-
pointments, tests and distresses that
we face.

May you choose during this Christ-
mas and into the New Year, to be in
the constant presence of this abso-
lute Guide and Counsellor, to always
hope in this omnipotent and sove-
reign God, to be embraced by the
eternal love of the Father and Source
of life. Then the peace of God that
transcends all understanding will
guard your heart and mind in and
through the Prince of Peace!

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik
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Current Affairs

CHRISTIAN FEDERATION OF MALAYSIA

PERSEKUTUAN KRISTIAN MALAYSIA
Address : 26 Jalan Universiti, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia

Telephone / Fax :

+603 7957 1457

Email: cfimsia@yahoo.co.uk

11 November 2016

CFM MEDIA STATEMENT
PRAY FOR A NATION IN CRISIS

minds the Church we are mandated to pray for our
nation as we witness escalating tensions in our be-
loved land.

The Christian Federation of Malaysia (CFM) re-

Guided by our ethos to “act justly, love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8), the CFM (as the um-
brella organisation for Malaysian Christians) offers the
following perspectives from our role guided by our con-
science and responsibility to the nation:

o Threats of violence have been unabated for weeks, and
protests and actual violence have occurred around the
nation, with even more promised.

Peaceful rallies should be respected, albeit we may hold
differing views. Perpetrators of violence should not be
emboldened by the inaction of authorities who have
been mandated to maintain peace in our nation.

+ We Malaysians look to our government and its agents
who serve to protect all citizens to take action to cur-
tail this escalating and potentially incendiary situation
where even ‘a blood bath’ has been part of the threats
without restricting peaceful assemblies, rallies and
gatherings.

Parliament should take steps to chide Members of
Parliament who defend such threats to the peace and
stability of our nation. And respective constituencies
should be reminded of the position and conduct of
these representatives at the next general election.

o There are individual Malaysians, civil society organisa-
tions and the media who are being harassed, some are
receiving death threats and even investigated for mere
allegations - to the extent that the non-partisan Inter-
national Commission of Jurists (ICJ) has called on our
authorities to conduct a thorough and impartial inves-
tigation into unlawful acts of intimidation against Ma-
laysians and identifying and bringing to account those
responsible.

The CFM

- urges all investigations into donations, funding and
grants to be carried out thoroughly without fear or fa-
vour. Selective action not only serves to encourage fur-
ther criminal activity but it brings further shame to our
nation;

- calls upon all citizens, government officials and Mem-
bers of Parliament to fiercely defend democracy and
the fundamental freedoms guaranteed therein under
the Federal Constitution;

- hopes that our media remains independent and unfet-
tered in reporting. As a nation which seeks to attain
developed nation status, this journey surely must in-
clude nurturing a mature and unencumbered press
which can be a source for both those in authority and
citizens, to articulate clarification, praise, concerns and
grievances.

We call on all Malaysians to play their role in keeping the
peace of our nation without curtailing our rights or jeo-
pardising our safety and stability.

Most of all, the CFM calls upon all Malaysians to join us in
praying for our beloved nation.

Rev. Dr. Eu Hong Seng,
Chairman and the Executive Committee,
The Christian Federation of Malaysia.
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REMEMBER, REJOICE, RENLEW gl

4th - Tth October, 2016 |  Hotel Vistana, Bukit Jambul, Penang

25" TRAC MSF ANNUAL CAMP
By: Choy Yuet Moy, Kampar Wesley Methodist Church

The theme "Remember, Rejoice, Renew” was most apt for this TRAC MSF's 25%
Anniversary Camp as we wanted to remember God's blessings on TRAC MSF, rejoice in
all that we have become and renew our fellowship in the MSF with our shared
commitment to Jesus Christ our Lord.

The camp got off to a great start on 4th
October with the opening worship service.
That night, the banguet started with a bang
with the launch of the 25" Anniversary

Souvenir Publication.

il Llln:l'l c
A great deal of time, energy and effort had iversary mw .l &

been expended on this publication and it
was fitting to have it launched at the
annual camp. Every participant was pleasantly surprised when gifted with a copy of the

book. As the banguet progressed, we were entertained by a group of singers known as
De Techie Band. This group was so good in working up the atmosphere that they got
many of the seniors on their feet and dancing! The food was not too bad, the company
wits good and the entertainment was great.

The theme speaker was our TRAC President,
Rev. Dr. T. Jeyakumar. He was not only
inspiring but also humorous. His first
message, entitled "Remember to be
Grateful”, based on Luke 17: 11-19, was
about the ten lepers. He reminded us to
cultivate a grateful heart, and to be thankful
in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18).




His second message, "Rejoice in the Blessings®, based on Luke 1:39-45, was about
Mary's visit to Elizabeth. Mary and Elizabeth rejoiced in God's call and they were
blessed to become blessings to others. To believe in God means we have a trust that
leads to submission, followed by obedience. In this message, Rev. Jeyakumar also
recounted how he struggled with his own call to full-time ministry. When he finally
answered God's call, he had peace and contentment. The third message, "Renew through
Fellowship”, based on Acts 2: 42-47, was on the importance of fellowship. Fellowship is
not putting up a show, not trying to impress but truly enjoying each other. There should
be no pretence and nothing superficial.

No less inspiring were the messages of Rev, Elisha Satvinder who
talked about outreach to the urban poor. With his wife Petrina, he
started Dignity for Children Foundation, a charity-based
educational facility for refugees and the poor in the area around
Sentul to empower such children through quality education,
positively transforming their lives and the lives of those around
them. This work is so effective that it caught the attention of the
White House and President Barack Obama paid them a visit in
late 2015. Dignity for Children Foundation has also set up a café
talled Project B that is fully run by the older children of the
Foundation. Project B aims to equip them with work experience and skills so that they

=

can eventually break the cycle of poverty. As Rev. Satvinder recounted how God's hand
was on him, | could not help but be impressed by his response to God's call to care for
disadvantaged children.

Of course, the camp was not all about
serious and challenging messages. As
usual, the [ellowship night was an

L ra g e A ARGLIMARHIE CLWF
-

opportunity to showcase the talents and
creativity of the seniors. For me, the
highlight of the night was the Hawaiian
dance by EMC. The dancers not only

entertained the audience, but I believe
they had great fun performing the dance.

—T The Seremban chapter put up a creative
performance complete with props. Their home-
made “time machine” brought them back to the
future with a group of dancing gqueens doing a
line dance. Besides these, other MSF chapters
sang oldies through the decades which got the
audience singing along, All in all, it was a truly

fun night.




There were two excursions but | could only go for one. | chose the city tour and had no
regrets. The first stop was at the Esplanade and Fort Cornwallis. There was an
exhibition called "United Buddy Bears” on the old town padanp. A visit to Chew Jetty
was most enlightening. According to our tour guide, Penang has been awarded the
UNESCO World Heritage Site partly because of the clan jetties which are considered
Penang's living heritage as they are still inhabited. Any half-day tour of Penang would
not be complete without a visit to see the wall paintings,—-street art in various parts of
the old town. As our visit was on a weekday, there was only a short queue, making it
much easier to take photos with the wall art as a backdrop. A visit to the Penang
Peranakan Mansion brought the half-day tour to a fitting close. | was awe-struck by the
opulence and grandeur of the mansion. The entrance fee of RM10.00 was definitely
waorth it.

The final event of the Camp was the Closing Service, in which President spoke from
Deuteronomy 7:1-26 on the topic "Renewed People” and challenped us to live as a holy
and redeemed people of a loving God. This was followed by the Installation of the new
TRAC MSF Board (2017-18), and the
Lord's Supper for all present. We
must thank the combined MSF Choir
for the special items during the |
worship service.

As the curtain falls on 2016, TRAC
MSF looks forward to more
opportunities to serve God under the

able leadership of the new
Management Board which was elected during the AGM on 5 October 2016.
The members of the new board are as follows:

TRAC-MSF MANAGEMENT BOARD 2017 - 2018

President: Mr. Daniel Chan Weng Kay (Emmanuel MC, P])
Vice President: Mr. Francis Choo Ann Lock  (Trinity MC, P])
Hon. Secretary: Mr. Toa Kim Meng (Ipoh Wesley MC)
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. Jimmy Tan Kay Woo (Melaka Wesley MC)
Board Members (4): Mr. Tan Kok Huat (Penang Trinity MC)
Mr. Bernard Tan Hock Huat  (Sg Way-Subang MC, PJ)
Mr. 5. Verdamanickam (Kampar WMC)
Ms Nancy Tang Shweet Fun  [Melaka Wesley MC)
District Co-ordinators: -- to be appointed --
Hon. Auditors: Mr. Lim Sow Mun (Trinity MC, P])

Ms Dora Dwihandajani (Melaka Wesley MC)




The Goal

The Methodist Church Malaysia, by the
grace of God is setting up Hope Metho-
dist Vocation Centre (HMVC), a school
to train and equip the marginalized stu-
dents of lesser academic inclination with
basic living skills.

Such skills will empower the target group
to make a living with dignity and hope
without being enticed into undesirable
lifestyles often associated with poverty
and unemployment.

This project will also contribute to the
deficit in the skilled labour force in Ma-
laysia. The HMVC is a project that seeks
to benefit young individuals as well as the
country.

The Target Groups

There is a crying need to offer these vo-
cational training opportunities to the poor
and less educated, especially among eth-
nic groups with high school dropout in-
cidences e.g. the Orang Asli, the Indian
youths and any other race.

UNICEF Malaysia recently reported that
“Despite Malaysia’s success in achieving
96 per cent net primary school ... The
dropout rate is 16.7 per cent for rural
schools compared to 10.1 per cent for ur-
ban ..”

The Mission of the Methodist Church
in Malaysia

It is the Methodist Church’s continuing
mission of 125 years to give hope to such
youths by academic and vocational edu-
cation - missionally, excellently and com-
passionately. It is an attested universal
fact that education is a vital “game chang-
er” in any society and country.

The HMVC Motto

“Giving hope in living by giving skills
for earning”.

It is our aim to provide marketable vo-

cational skills in the more “in demand”
local industries.

Members of the HMVC Task Force on the site of HMVC [2016]

Location

HMVC is located in Sitiawan, Perak us-
ing the old Methodist High School build-
ing that will be specifically converted for
this purpose with the necessary “make
over” done.

Time Frame and Scheduling of the

HMYVC Project.

Renovation began in November 2016 at

the initial cost of RM 500,000.00.

This would cover the following;

* Hostel for about 60 students, Class-
room for learning and workshop for
practical learning by training.

* Administrative Office & dining hall,
current ground floor building and can-
teen area will be cleaned up and gener-
al toilets be restored.

* A place will be allocated for spiritual
development such as regular worship
and Chapel service.

The initial plan is to offer two courses
viz Aluminum Works and Air-condition-
ers Services.

A separate sum is needed to be raised as
working capital to run the HMVC as we
begin to hire staff and recruit students to
start the Centre.

We plan to take in the first batch of stu-
dents in June 2017.

Future Expansion

Further expansion and development
will be gradual as we make this Centre
of Hope known to our Churches and
community. We target to offer 5 cour-
ses in the near future and raise RM 3.0
million to operate and sustain this Centre.

Our Appeal

We invite corporations, institutions, in-
dividuals and well-wishers who share in
this worthwhile vision of meeting such an
urgent and strategic need to join us in this
mission by your generous gifts, time, var-
ious types of contributions and prayers.

We thank you for giving due considera-
tion of support to this Project.

We are grateful to God that renovation
work has started as we continue to look
to Him to guide us and bring this to a suc-
cessful completion.

To God Be the Glory

Submitted by

Mr. Khor Hong Yin

Executive Director

Methodist Council of Education
On behalf of the HMVC Task Force

November 2016




The Malayan Christian Schools’ Council (MCSC)

he year 2016 marks the 60th An-

I niversary of the Malayan Christian

Schools’ Council or MCSC, and it

was celebrated with a Dinner and a Book

Launch. Never before had MCSC done

anything on this scale, and this was pre-

cisely the reason for making the public
more aware of this low-profile NGO.

The Dinner was held on 30th October at
the Vistana Kuala Lumpur Titiwangsa
with HE Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, Am-
bassador to the Vatican, as the Guest of
Honour. Present at the dinner were all
the 13 Mission Authorities which includ-
ed the Churches and Catholic Religious
Teaching orders which own the schools,
Alumni, Boards of Governors, friends
and supporters of the Mission Schools.

Mr Yap Kok Keong, editor of the MCSC
60th Anniversary Commemorative Book,
said in his editorial: “In the last 60 years,
the MCSC has generally worked behind
the scenes and hence its work is not
known to many. This 60th Anniversary
commemorative publication is intended
to bring into wider awareness the work
of MCSC and the contribution of the
many dedicated volunteers past and pre-
sent behind the organisation. It is also a
timely reminder of the rich heritage and
legacy passed on to us by those faithful
missionary and education pioneers, a le-
gacy which Mission authorities and
MCSC have been called by God not only
to preserve but also to be faithful in build-
ing upon for the children of the land to-
day and in the years ahead...”

Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik who was pre-
sent to represent the Methodist Mission
Authority, said in his message: “... God
has likewise used the MCSC to be a sig-
nificant channel that helped the mission
schools face and navigate the difficult
seas of change, especially when official
government policies pose great challen-
ges to the ethos, operational values and
management of our mission schools post

Celebrates 60 Years

the Independence era..... The Church is
grateful for the generations of stalwart
educationists in the MCSC movement
who are deeply convicted about the edu-
cation cause, and passionately persevered
in maintaining the Christian educational
ethos in touching and transforming young
lives.”

Elder Wong Sai Weng of the Brethren As-
semblies said “The challenge for MCSC

. is to recover the Vision and Mission
of the church through education. Unless
the presence of the Lord God Almighty
is acknowledged in all our churches and
Mission Authorities, there can be little
to uplift the present dilemma facing our
mission schools. Bold steps need to be
taken in faith to get the mission schools
back on track. This may mean a concert-
ed effort to unite and pray for wisdom
and guidance from the Lord to get back
full control of our mission schools. Prior-
ity needs to be given to develop and en-
hance the school curriculum and assets to
meet the challenges of a fast changing en-
vironment both globally and in our land.”

And from Tan Sri Bernard Dompok:
“Now is the time for the rebuilding of
the “walls that have been broken down”.
Now is the time to take up the mantle of

education that was left for us as a heri-
tage and show this nation how education
should really be carried out without dis-
crimination or indoctrination with fair-
ness to all, focussed on developing char-
acter and become a beacon of hope.

“This legacy of high standards of educa-
tion and the unifying force of compas-
sion has been the heritage of the Mission
Schools, and it would be folly to turn our
backs on such clear opportunities to build
on what has gone before.”

n.b. If you would like a copy of the
MCSC 60th Anniversary Commemora-
tive Book, please email to Lynda,
[ contact.mesc@gmail.com ] and a dona-
tion for the book and postage would be
most welcome.

Submitted by
Ms. Tay Choon Neo
Hon. Secretary, MCSC
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hristmas — the mention of the
‘ word itself brings to one’s mind

scenes of laughter, fun, enjoy-
ment. It is that time of the year once
again. The shops are out to woo people
to spend, housewives are busy clean-
ing their homes and making cakes, the
young are busy preparing to look their
best, churches preparing various pro-
grammes, others wondering how to
make ends meet having lost their jobs.
The concerns are varied and many. But
the main concern for everyone is the
question: How do we celebrate? The
question of why do we celebrate is of-
ten given secondary importance or just
a brief thought. We believe that when
we have a proper perspective of why
we celebrate then the how we celebrate
will fall into place. Christmas is a cele-
bration of Christ!

We celebrate by rejoicing

Christ is God’s way of saving men. In
Christ, salvation becomes a reality. It
is a reality because God can and does
bring it about. Christ is God’s action in
dealing with sin. Jesus shows that sal-
vation comes from what God does and
not from any human effort whatsoever.
Men worn by hard labour and bowed
under the burdens of life and sin are
in no position to effect their own sal-
vation. They are helpless in the face of
ultimate issues. It was at this point of
hopelessness that God in Christ breaks
into human history to deliver man from
his bondage. (Rom. 5:6). When God
was born in human flesh, he did not
come to tidy up a little, correct a few
errors here, getting rid of some bad
habits there and the like. He knew for a
fact the man’s evil is deep-rooted. The
whole set of life must be altered. Man
was in no position to do anything. The

By Anthony Rao
TMC Kuala Lumpur

remedy must be drastic — Jesus Christ,
his own son. So we celebrate by rejoi-
cing at these tremendous facts. We re-
joice not because of what we achieved
but because of what He did. We focus
our attention on Him. Let us not make
statements that we should not be merry,
cook a nice meal, or invite our friends
or when we do we must preach the gos-
pel to them or wear nice clothes. These
are small issues. Let us celebrate and
rejoice because of what God has done
and if we need the tinsel and the colour-
ed lights to add colour to our celebra-
tions let us do so. (Col. 2:16-23).

We celebrate by reflecting

Christmas portrays to us the charac-
ter of God. The birth of Christ was no
mere accident. The hand of God was in
it. Jesus is the fulfillment of the purpose
and promises of God. God is one whose
words are true and He will fulfill what
He has promised. Looking at Jesus tells
us that our God in no mere tribal God
but one who must be taken seriously.
The birth of Jesus also portrays to us
God’s gracious purpose declared as
long ago as the days of the great patri-
arch and father of the people, Abraham,
was now coming to its climax. Ano-
ther aspect of God that is revealed to
us is His tremendous constraining love.
It was fundamental to Paul that God
is the ‘God of love and peace’ (2 Cor.
13:11). And nothing is more basic for
his thought on salvation than the idea
that God’s love and not man’s merit is
the root cause. Salvation rests on what
God is and does and not on the acti-
vity of what man does. For Paul it was
very clear that God was in Christ and
that the cross shows us the love of God.
God indeed cares. He cares as much as
that.

His love is poured out freely on His
people not because they are worthy of
that love but because He is a loving
God. He loves because it is His nature
to love and not because He finds in sin-
ful man something that is attractive to
Him. One may wonder how indeed are
we to see His love and purposes in a
world filled with sin and darkness. But
it is in such a situation that we indeed
see His love, power, purposes, etc. It is
through all these that we learn the true
character of God. For that is what the
Scripture tells. In Romans 11:32 we
read that God has bound all men over
to disobedience so that we may have
mercy on them all. Through all evil,
will come forth His tremendous cha-
racter. And the birth of Jesus confirms
to us this tremendous character of our
God. Let us think therefore of this God
that we belong to and celebrate and ac-
knowledge Him for who He is. Reflect
and celebrate!

We celebrate by renewing

The birth of Jesus demands from us a
people whose whole lifestyle is com-
pletely different from the world around
it. For Jesus also came to inaugurate
the Kingdom of God. His demands are
frightening. ‘Love thy enemies’. The
lustful look breaks the command on
adultery. The angry word breaks that
on murder. Men are called to go the se-
cond mile. The reality of a man’s faith
is shown by the way he lives. I am not
prepared to see in good works the evi-
dence of merely a human striving. Men
could never do good works other than
in the strength that God provides. ‘By
this shall all men know that you are my
disciples, that you love one one ano-
ther’ said Jesus. He called for the em-
phasis of the quality of life within the
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body of believers. But alas we have
forgotten Him and the teaching of the
New Testament and emphasised the
wrong things. We challenge and rebuke
people for not preaching the Gospel,
for not being involved in evangelism,
and what not. But what about the qua-
lity of life of the body of believers. It
is a shame and in a terrible state. We
exist as individuals and not as members
of a body. Let us celebrate by renew-
ing our fellowship to one another and
to see ourselves as a body each respon-
sible for the other. Let us not be people
who exist for ourselves but like Jesus
who came for others, let us be people
for others. Renew and celebrate!

We celebrate by responding
‘Men of Galilee’, they said ‘why do
you stand here looking into the sky.

x XK

This same Jesus who has been taken
from you into heaven will come back...”
Indeed Jesus will return. But till he re-
turns what do we do? Do we sit back
and await his return.”Come let us walk
in the light of the Lord’ says the prophet
Isaiah. Let us rejoice and sing. Let us
celebrate for He returns and comes in
all His splendour. No matter what the
situation we are in, we stand tall for we
are His and He is coming for us. His
people need not fear his coming but
rather look forward with tremendous
anticipation. Liberated from this world
and this body we will be transformed
and will be taken to be with Him to wor-
ship and adore Him. But till that day we
live not defeated, dull, with sackcloth
and ashes, mortifying our bodies but
rather with joy and peace and love and

-\.;af'

hope and with a smile on our faces, so
that the world around us wants to know
of the hope that is within. Go tell it
on the mountain that Jesus, this same
Jesus whose birthday we celebrate, is
Lord. Not just by our lips, but also by
our total life-style as individuals and as
a body of believers.

Celebrate we should, celebrate we do,
celebrate we must for Christmas is
God’s doing and to Him belongs all
praise and adoration. Let us not quar-
rel about the tinsel and the coloured
lights and what we wear — all these
have their place. But let us celebrate for
Christmas is a celebration of Christ!

Pelita Methodist
Vol. 10 No. 8
Nov/Dec 1986
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oyl Genenssity

You can give without loving,
but you cannot love without giving.

IN WORD: In the Kingdom, it isn't enough just to give. A
life of sacrifice given grudgingly isn't nearly the precious
offering that a willing sacrifice is. No, God cares deeply
about our motive for giving and serving. It must cost us
something, but the desire needs to outweigh the cost.
Our giffs can’t be meant as a payoff to ensure God'’s
blessing or as a burdensome obligation that we wish we
didn’t have to fulfill. God wanfts us to give like He does:

cheerfully.

We certainly see this principle in the garden of Gethse-
mane, as Jesus wept and prayed desperately for another
way. Why did He finally accept His Father's will2 “For the
joy set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). It was a difficult sa-
crifice, but ultimately not a reluctant one. There was joy
in it. Jesus gave us the perfect example of what it means

to give gladly.

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

(Amy Carmichael)

There are at least two vital truths to learn from God's
example. One is that He doesn’t pour out His blessings on
us hesitantly. We don't have to twist His arm to answer
the prayers of miserable sinners like us. He really does en-
joy giving out of His abundance; He takes pleasure in His
own goodness. The other vital truth is that if we are being
conformed to His image, this is how we will give too. Our
generosity will look extravagant just as His does. We will
be cheerful givers because He is a cheerful giver.

IN DEED: Real giving in God's Kingdom isn't done under
compulsion. It's motivated by love—love for God, for His
purposes, and for His people. That's a noble generosity,
perfectly befitting the character of the King we serve.
He gave to us out of love, we give to others out of love.
The principle of sowing and reaping bears the purest and
best fruit when love and joy are its sources.

Whatever you give, give it gladly. However you serve, do
it joyfully. Be motivated by nothing but gratitude to the
one who gave Himself to you first.

God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7
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E S Sa y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

Learning the Language
By Sophia Blackmore

ne of the first tasks of a new mis-
O sionary is that of learning the lan-
guage. Malay is not supposed to
be difficult, and some say that they can
pick it up easily. But these rarely attempt

to preach or pray in Malay.

My own difficulty was that I read and
studied High Malay with a very fine
teacher, Inchi Ismael, who used classical
Malay and would not descend to any-
thing else. But when, with my little in-
terpreter, [ visited a Chinese home, where
a woman, sitting on a handsome ebony
couch, with her betel box beside her,
would spread her serai leaf with prepared
lime, put in a good sized pinch of tobacco
and some betel nut, and place the wad in
the corner of her mouth as she started to
talk, her Malay did not at all sound like
the dulcet-toned syllables of Inchi Ismael.
However, after a time, I began to recog-
nize what I called my “catechism,” for it
was the same in nearly every house. At
first my interpreter would answer for me;
then I began to make my own responses.
The first question was always “Where did
she come from?” Next, “Is she married?”
followed by “How old is she?” Then,
with surprise, “If she is as old as that,
why didn’t her mother get her married?”

A further difficulty arose out of the dif-
ferent methods of Romanizing Malay in
those days. There were Mr. Keasbury’s
books, including his version of the New
Testament which we used. There was the
Government spelling, used in the hymn-
book of Mr. Phillips, out of which we
sang. Then some of the books used for
examination were in the Dutch spelling.
Now that the Mission has adopted a style
of its own, and our books conform to its
rules, it is easier to become a good speller
in Romanized Malay.

In our little day school in the shop house
in Short Street, we soon organized a Sun-

day School, which met on Sunday after-
noon. Our dear little girls were just as
ready to come to this as to the day school.
Miss Hagerdorn, too, was most faithful in
attendance. The children had a short Bi-
ble story, and learned to sing hymns and
to say simple prayers. Their teacher was
my interpreter, but one Sunday afternoon
she could not come. I tried to prepare the
lesson myself and had some blackboard
diagrams ready, but my limited know-
ledge of Malay made me rather fearful of
results. However, I had to do the best I
could. The lesson was on “The broad way
and the narrow way.” The pupils wanted
to understand, and they helped all they
could by their careful attention and sym-
pathetic interest. The next day they told
their teacher what I had taught them, and
said, “We would like to follow what Missi
taught us, but how can we come to school
if we cannot walk in the street, for it is
broad?”

At another time I spoke at a meeting in
a private house on a Wesnesday morn-
ing. I had walked up and down my room,
learning my little talk and looking up in
the vocabulary words I did not know. It
was a very simple little talk, and in due
time I fired it off at the patient half a doz-
en women who had gathered to listen to
me in respectful silence, but something I
said was such a dreadful mistake that one
woman broke the tension by bursting out
into a merry laugh.

In the early days I found many kinds help-
ers, — women who left their household du-
ties to come out with me in the mornings to
act as my interpreters. To them I owe more
than I realized then. They gave me their
time without reward. One little women,
Mrs. Jansen, whose husband came to our
English services and was in charge of the
Sailors’ Rest that Miss Cook superintend-
ed, was always ready to come with me.

She was a shy little body, and I am sure
it was not easy for her. Then there was a
Christian Chinese nonya, whose husband
also came to our services. Her little son,
three or four years of age, a lad with head
partly shaved and two little plats sticking
up straight on each side with scarlet wool
braided into them, had to come along too.
At other times I was accompanied by the
mother of a large family, whose daugh-
ter has been my friend and the matron in
Nind Home for years.

One day I went to Miss Ryan, of the
Church of England Chinese Girls’ School,
and told her some of the difficulties which
I encountered in my visiting. Being such
an experienced missionary and visitor,
she could and did help me. I remember
telling her I would like to pray in Malay,
but did not know how. She kindly wrote
out a simple prayer in Malay, which I
used to read until I learned to say it with-
out the paper. Afterwards I extended it by
adding some petitions of my own.

How many missionaries have spoken of
the difficulties of their first year on the
field! I remember that I felt like a child
sewing without a knot in her thread, pull-
ing it futilely in and out. I wondered if the
time would ever come when something
would be accomplished. We should not
forget the helplessness of our own early
days, and be ready to sympathize with
new workers and help those who, in their
first year, are undergoing the difficulties
that arise from new surroundings, a trying
climate, and the intricacies of a strange
language.

I have before me some old letters, that
I wrote thirty years ago, and which my
mother preserved. In one of them I have
written: “T am so glad that I am getting to
know my way about Singapore. It is not
an easy thing to come to a strange place to
open up new work in a strange language.
I heartily sympathize with myself; never-
theless, the Lord has truly been my help-
er, and I can raise my Ebenezer for the
first three months of help and blessing.”

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 27 No. 9
June 1918
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