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he Methodist Church in

I Malaysia Headquarters

would like to welcome

Mr. Tan Swee Ann as the new

Executive Secretary of our

church. He replaces Ms.

Jenny Qua who has moved to

the Council of Education as the
Director of Private Education.

Mr. Tan was a Senior manager
in the Information Technology
field. He had worked in the IT
industry for more than 35 years. Upon his return from
the United Kingdom after obtaining his B. Sc (Hons)
in Computer Science, he was actively involved in the
implementation of some major IT projects in both the
public and private sectors in Malaysia.

Mr. Tan has also been a servant of the Lord, in the
Methodist Church, serving in various capacities for
many years. He served as the LCEC chairman and lay
leader in Klang Chinese Methodist Church (KCMC) for
many years (1989 — 2005). He was the chairman for
the new building project for KCMC and had spent al-
most 12 years of his time managing the project till its
completion in 2012.

He was elected as the Conference Treasurer in Chinese
Annual Conference (2005-2017) and General Confe-
rence Treasurer (2013-2016). He was also the chair-

man of the Area Executive Council (P) for the last two
quandreniums (2009-2016).

Currently he is a board member of the Beautiful Gate
Foundation for the Disabled.

He is married to Susanna Kuan and they have two
children Felicia and Daniel.

May God bless him and his family as he serves the
Lord in this new capacity.

i I
Wishing Youa't
Chinese New Year

From:

Biessed" |

Bishop JlJr.-Ong Hwai Teikand Family,
and all'staff members of Methodist HQ
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PRAYER UNITED

A CALL TO PRAY FOR MALAYSIA

Prayer United was formed in the Year of Jubilee to mobilise
Christians to pray non-stop for the revival of the Church, and the
transformation in the Nation.

We ask that all intercessors will persevere in prayer, that God will
open the heavens, reveal His glory and pour His power upon our
nation. Let us claim His promise that “if my people who are called
by My Name, will humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). Let
us beseech God earnestly to answer our prayers for the following:

* A Holy and Righteous Church — Pray that the Malaysian
church will stand out as a prophetic community, impacting
society, and live out authentic and vibrant Christian lives
that will be salt and light in the nation, for then only can the
Church act and speak with credibility and moral authority,
and be taken seriously by the nation’s leaders.

* A United Church Reflecting a Malaysian Identity - Pray
that Christians will make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit, embracing reconciliation and restoration, shaking
off encultured blockages and being an example in bringing
together all races, languages and cultures, uniting them un-
der the Lordship of Christ, modelling ethnic reconciliation
powerfully in our nation.

* Pursuing True Discipleship - Pray that Christians will un-
derstand what true discipleship means, and be willing to take
up their cross daily and suffer for Christ. Pray that many
Christian professionals and countless university students
studying abroad will return with a clear vision to build both
the church and nation.

* An Empowered and Growing Bumiputera Church - Pray
for the increasing emergence of strong and growing churches
in Sabah, Sarawak and among the Orang Asli community in
our land, and the rising up of bold and God-fearing leaders
among them.

+ Economic Recovery - Pray that God will continue to bless
our nation by giving our national leaders the wisdom to steer
our nation during this time of global economic turmoil and
falling commodity prices. Pray for the equitable sharing of
the wealth of this nation among all races and the fair treat-
ment of foreign workers and refugees. Pray for improved
policy making and careful expenditure. Pray against the
blight of corruption, creeping Islamisation and abuse of
power.

* Independence of Government Institutions — Pray for
protection of the independence of institutions such as the
Central Bank (BNM), the Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC), the National Audit Department (JAN) and the ju-
diciary against underhanded political manoeuvring to under-
mine the supremacy of the Federal Constitution, fundamen-
tal human liberties, the principles of democracy and the rule
of law in our country. Pray for godly and upright civil ser-
vants who are able to work boldly without fear or favour.
Pray for upright and clean leaders who will uphold demo-
cratic processes and institutions and revitalise good incor-
ruptible practices and governance.

* A Return to National Righteousness — Pray for a power-
ful transformation that will result in a return to justice and
righteousness in Malaysia. Pray for a recovery from a scan-
dal-driven year. Pray that all evil in high places be exposed,
and that justice will prevail.

January 2017

PELITA METHODIST, PUBLISHER, BISHOP DR. ONG HWAI TEIK; CHIEF EDITOR, BISHOP DR. ONG HWAI TEIK; EXECUTIVE EDITOR, MICHAEL WILLIAM; EDITORIAL BOARD,
REV. DR. HII KONG HOCK, REV STEWARD DAMAT MAMBANG, REV KHON WENG JOO, MR WONG MENG LEI, MR ANTHONY ROW, PASTOR P.P. ABRAHAM. ALL CORRESPON-
DENCE AND ENQUIRIES TO BE DIRECTED TO: PELITA METHODIST, 69 JALAN 5/31, 46000 PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN; E-MAIL, pelitamethodist@gmail.com;
WEBSITE, www.methodistchurch.org.my; PRINTED BY PERCETAKAN S & M, NO. 2 LOT 18026, SELAYANG INDUSTRIAL AREA, 68100 BATU CAVES, SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN.
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e Every Methodist personally renewed in his/her first love for Jesus
e Every Methodist congregation revived as in the Book of Acts
e The Methodist Church to be refocused and reframed after the Word of God and the Holy Spirit

s we enter into the new
year, we gratefully thank
our God for the past and

make peace with all that has come
and gone in 2016, knowing that the
Lord Emmanuel is with us in the pre-
sent. We now look forward to the future
knowing that the sovereign One, who
“is the image of the invisible God” [Col
1:15] and “Who can do far more than
what we can ever ask or imagine” is
with us [Eph 3:20] and is ahead of us.

Asweenterthenew2017-2020 quadren-
nium, the Lord has led the Methodist
Family at the 11th General Conference
session [20-23 September 2016, Sibu]
to pursue the theme of 4 Church after
God s own Heart - with every Methodist
personally renewed in his/her first love
for Jesus, with each of our Methodist
congregation revived as we see power-
fully transformed local faith communi-
ties witnessing and doing ministries as
in the book of Acts, and a widespread
movement which is focused, framed
and circumscribed by the Word and the
Holy Spirit.

As God’s beloved children, we believe
that we must individually and person-
ally know the desires of God’s heart so
that we can, like David, a man after
God's own heart - fulfil God's purpose
in his own generation [Acts 13: 22,36].
By this we thereby accomplish the
chief aim of humankind of glorifying
God and enjoying [and being satisfied]
in Him forever.

This calls for intimacy with God, so that
we personally take heed of the warning
given by the Lord of the Church to the
congregation in Ephesus in Rev 2:4 —
“You have forsaken your first love.”
We are vulnerable to the multiple
forces at work each day that make us

lose the wonder, sweetness and joy of
our relationship with our Saviour that
“struck” and claimed us when we “first
met Him” and placed Him first in life.
Each one of us has to constantly renew
that willing, full surrender of total love
of Him that is reflected in a life of dis-
cipleship. The taking up of our cross
to follow Him Whom we love will be
visible as we personally put Him first
- daily.

The church at Ephesus was rightly con-
cerned for the truth of the Gospel, but
she forgot that at the very heart of that
Gospel is love — firstly, a preeminent
love for the Saviour that issues forth in
obedient and zealous “works that you
did at the beginning” [Rev 2:5]. In the
early church, “love” was something
you did, reflecting God’s own self-
giving love that gave hospitality and
practical help in a non-ethnic way to
all and sundry who were “the last, the
least, the lost and the locked in.”

As a local congregation of God’s peo-
ple, we must remember how the early
church in the book of Acts really ex-
perienced the sovereign and powerful
Holy Spirit working in the midst of a
people who had a first love for the Lord
Jesus. They were a people who expe-
rienced “revival” in which innumer-
able local and cross cultural conver-
sions and church planting took place.
In addition, the social transformation
impact of their ministries to the poor,
needy and sick was undeniable and was
acknowledged by the people around
them.

The early church revival not only
meant that the congregations had more
power to witness, they also performed
miracles and made the world sit up and
take notice. But they were also em-

powered to “have great endurance and
patience” [Col 1:11] as they faced hos-
tile political leaders like Emperor Nero
and Emperor Caligula who mercilessly
martyred many of them. Revival meant
having the power to be resolute,”full of
faith” and to remain true in the midst
of fierce antagonism, persecution, pro-
longed disappointments, political re-
versals and victimisation, onslaught of
setbacks, opposition and frustrations.

This early church revival meant that
inspite of severe opposition at work
against the Church, Paul was clear
about respecting the authority dele-
gated to civic rulers and authorities as
established by God, the source of all
authority [Rom 13:1-4]. He has em-
placed civic authorities great and small
so that His world remains ordered and
not chaotic. Governments are meant to
maintain truth and what is good, in a
world where evil flourishes when left
unchecked.

The early church movement was
focused on the life of Jesus Christ,
framing and enclosing their lives after
the teaching of the Living Word and
the written Word. They had a biblical
view of the world and how to live in it -
based on the sufficiency and supremacy
of Christ -“For by him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones
or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for
him” [Colossians 1:16].

They knew that if everything is created
by Christ and for Christ — then all of
creation is designed to work His way.
The way of Christ is not only printed
in the texts of the written Word but also
written into the texture of the whole of
creation. His stamp is upon the whole
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of creation — framing and encompass-
ing the whole of creation.

Professor K.S. Latourette of Yale Uni-
versity, an expert in social ethics and
mission wrote a seven-volume work on
the history of the expansion of Chris-
tianity that ended with these words:
‘No life ever lived on this planet has
been so influential in the affairs of men
and nations as the life of Christ. From
that brief life, and its apparent frustra-
tion, has flowed a more powerful force
for the triumphal waging of man's long
battle than any other influence in the
world.’

Hence, the more we get into a deeper
relationship with Christ, the Living
Word and to get God’s written Word
into us - the better, the deeper, truer and
satisfying will be our life. And He has
given us the Holy Spirit to empower us
and to “fill us with the knowledge of
His will” [Col 1:9] as we live by a bi-
blical world view as taught in Scripture.

The Holy Spirit empowers and always
has more to teach us about the will and
the way of God. He renews our minds
after the revealed Word so that we
can have “the mind of Christ” as our
focus to frame every aspect of life — the
family, work, environment, human
relationships, politics, economy, racial
issues, terrorism etc.

We then substantially “bear fruit in
every good work™ [Col 1:10] as the life
of God flows through our Methodist
Family, and we glorify our Father in
heaven as a General Conference.

The Methodist Church in Malaysia
secks God’s sovereign work to be a
Church after God's own heart. Like the
early church, we pray and proactively
seek Him in a “normal church life”, one
that is not trouble—free. The church to-
day has to face persecution, problems
and puzzles in the areas of money,
ethics, clashes with political and reli-
gious authorities, intra-racial tension,

crises over leadership etc. Notwith-
standing that things are not “plain sail-
ing” for the church in our land, and at
this time in a very troubled and uncer-
tain world, we can experience the same
energy and excitement God gave to the
early Christians. They found the Sove-
reign Lord doing new things all over
their localities and even learned to take
the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the
world!

May our gracious Sovereign God be
with His people called Methodist,
working in us so that he can pronounce
the same about us as He did of David:
“I have found David son of Jesse a
man after my own heart; he will do
everything I want him to do” [Acts
13:22] so that we serve God’s purpose
in our own generation just as David did
[Acts 13:36].

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Born to Serve

Our lives will harmonize best with God'’s will . . .
when they serve other people best.
(John Calvin)

IN WORD: You belong to other church members. That
may be hard to swallow in an individualistic society, but
Scripture is clear. We are not our own, having been
bought by the Lord; and in His gracious return, He not
only gives our lives back to us, He also gives them to
other Christians. Because Jesus has a claim on us,
those in Christ also have a claim on us. In Him, we are
literally one.

The bottom line for us is that we were born to serve
not only God but others, and to the extent we don’t, we
miss our purpose. Service may take a wide variety of
forms—high- or low-profile, heavily spiritual or intensely
practical (or both)-but it must all boil down to an edi-
fying role in the Christian community. More important
than the form our service takes is the motive behind it. If
we want to be Christians who fulfill the Word of God, we
must focus our attentions, our time, our talents, and our
work on others. That's what God did, and He designed
us to do the same.

That attitude begins with a proper understanding of self:
“Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought”
(v. 3). That's where service begins—with an appropriate
humility and a love for others. If we have that, the rest
comes almost naturally.

IN DEED: This passage, Romans 12:3-21, is perhaps
the most comprehensive explanation in the New Testa-
ment of a Christian’s relationships. It addresses our re-
lationships to other Christians, the exercise of spiritual
gifts for the common good, our relationships with our
enemies. It covers almost all the bases. It is founda-
tional.

A good exercise would be to read the entire passage
every day this week. It isn’'t very long, but it is full of
power. As you read, stop and meditate on each of
Paul's pithy, pointed statements. Measure your life
against them, and ask God where He wants to work.
The work of relationships begins deep inside. Trust Him
to begin that work in you today.

In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.
Romans 12:5




Council of Education (COE) News
MBSSKL Robotic Team

National Champion and
Making Malaysia Proud in the
World Robotics Olympiad

o

e

lnformation and Communication

Technologies (ICT) especially Ro-

botics has been one of the niche
areas of Methodist Boys’ Secondary
School (MBSSKL) since becoming a
Cluster School of Excellence in 2008.
Though the school is quite advanced in
the ICT, robotics was a different ball
game altogether. None of the teachers
had any experience in this area and the
school had to rely on feedback from

the primary schools to get the club
started. Thanks be to God, with hard
work and support of teachers and pa-
rents, the school was able to get a good
trainer and thereafter, the club started
on firm grounds. It became a magnet
that drew students with good robotics
background from the neighbouring
schools. From there the club shot up
to greater heights, with participation
in the finals of the National Robotic

Championship (NRC) but not becom-
ing champion. The school Under 15
team snatched the bronze in the 2015
national finals and got to represent
Malaysia in the 12th World Robotic
Olympiad in Doha, Qatar. Last year
with hard work, support and prayers
from all parties, again the Under 15
boys (Junior High Team) emerged as
the national champion in the NRC.
With this win, the team of 3 boys,
Gilford Tang, Kua Boon Yan, Wong
Weng Wah represented Malaysia in
the 13th WRO from 24-28 November
in New Delhi. Though the team got
into the semi finals only, their position
contributed to the points that enabled
Malaysia to emerge as the champion
from a total of 57 participating coun-
tries for the sixth time in the WRO. We
have made Malaysia proud. Go For-
ward MBS!

Submitted by:
Mr Wong Chee Kheon
Principal MBSSKL

More photos of MBS Penang.
Article is on page 7.




epresenting the state of Penang,
our school sent 6 students, ma-
ing up 2 teams, to participate

in the National Robotic Competition
2016 (NRC) organised by Sasbadi
Holdings Berhad in co-operation with
the Ministry of Education. The venue
of the event was Chancellor Hall in
Universiti Teknologi Petronas located
in Teronoh, Perak.

The event was held over 3 days (23" —
25" September), the first day being the
preparation day, followed by the actual
competition day and finally the closing
ceremony and prize presentation.

Our school teams went early in the
morning of the first day to seize the
opportunity of practising throughout
the first day. We scrutinised various
teams from other Malaysian states but
we were confident in our robot and
hoped for the best the next day. On the
day of the competition, an additional
surprise rule was announced and par-
ticipants were challenged to find the
solution to a given task in order to
stand out amongst the fellow competi-
tors. As a strategic move, one team
decided not to alter the program while
the other would try completing the ad-
ditional task. Due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, the first team did not make

the cut for the final round whereas the
other team would go on. In the finals,
the team was nervous as they had not
managed to secure all objectives. How-
ever, through calmness and focus, the
team members overcame the stress and
successfully obtained the maximum
points possible and emerged as cham-
pions, gaining the honour to represent
Malaysia along with the 1% runner-up
and 2™ runner-up in World Robot
Olympiad (WRO), an international
event participated by various countries
from across the globe.

In 2016, WRO was held in India Expo
Centre, New Delhi, India. Each parti-
cipating country would send their re-
spective national champions to com-
pete against each other to determine
the créme de la créme. Similarly the
event was held over 3 days (25" — 27
November). On the first day, the Ma-
laysian contingent arrived at the venue
early in the morning and preparations
were started immediately. The team
from our school was extremely nervous
and excited as that was their first time
participating in an international event
where they would meet the best of the
best. During the preparations, the team
noticed many countries having much
better robots than theirs yet they re-
mained hopeful.

On the next morning, another surprise
rule was announced. The team decided
to play safe and not bother with it un-
til the finals. Three qualifying rounds
were held. The Malaysian teams did
not do so well on the first round how-
ever they remained persistent. After
three rounds, all Malaysian teams ma-
naged to past the qualifiers, with our
school team coming in at 8", highest of
the Malaysian teams. At night, a friend-
ship dinner was held and nationals from
all walks of life mingled around and got
to know each other.

On the third and final day, the Quarter-
Final and Semi-Final were held with
our school team ploughing through at
2 place while the other Malaysian
team was eliminated one by one, to
the discouragement of the school team
members. As the only Malaysian team
going into the finals, hopes and ten-
sion was high as the weight fell onto
the team members. But in a twist of
fate, there was a technical issue which
caused the robot to malfunction, shat-
tering the hearts of the team. The results
and prizes were presented following the
end of the competition with our school
team coming in at 13" place overall. It
was an unforgettable experience and
there was no use crying over spilt milk.
The team members were very grateful
to all those who had helped them in
their journey.

Submitted by:
Mr Lau Chong Beng
Principal MBS Penang
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MAJLIS GEREJA-GEREJA MALAYSIA
o '__'_'?1 COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF MALAYSIA

26 Jalan Universiti 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
e Tel: 03-T956T092/79608926/ 79551587 Fax: 03-79560353
E-Mail: echurchm]948 & smail.com Website: cemalaysia.org

“AND WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIEE OF YOU"
But to do Justice, Love Eindness and Walk Humbly with Four God

STATEMENT ON PROTECTING STREET CHILDREN

The Council of Churches of Malaysia wishes to congratulate the Police for
busting a human trafficking syndicate and rescued 21 victims, including 13
children, who were forced to beg at busy public areas in the city of Kuala
Lumpur ( the Sun, 7 February, 2017 p.3)

The churches are sad to learn that children have been exploited to engage in
immoral activities.

The churches in our country have constantly raised concerns about the
exploitation of children and will continue to organize and administer
programmes to provide children a safe environment and opportunities for a
proper moral upbringing.

We call on all authorities to further strengthen surveillance of street children
throughout the country, who are victims of unscrupulous people who
destroy the lives of innocent children.

o

Rev. Dr. Hermen Shastri
General Secretary
8" February 2017

Member Churcnes:-Anglican Diccese of Keching - Anglican Diocese of Zabah- &nglican Dipcese of Wesi Kalaysis- Base] Chrizban Church of Malzyziz- Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Malayzia- Luthessn Church in Malaysia & Singapore- Mar Thomas Eysian Churdh- The Methodist Church: Chinese Anneal Confesence- Ssbah Prouisional Annual Conference - Sarmwak
Chinese Anrusl Conference- Saramek lban Annusl Corference- Tamil Annsal Conference- Trindy Annual Conference- Orthadon Syrian Church- Peestydarian Church in Malsysis- Profestant
Church in Satah- The Salvation Amy-

Bzmociste Mlembers - Bible Socety of Malnysia- The Boy's Brigade in Malsy=iz- Gils' Brgade Malsysia- Inferserve Feliaship- Malaysinn Care- Mobiizabon Fellowship Malsysia- Neforal
Councl of YMCA's- Seminmsi Theclkj Malay=ia- Zatah Theological Zeminany- YWCA - Prizon Fellowship Malaysin . Open Doors Malayzia

Iffliate Memier : Copfic Othedon Church .
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Wesley Methodist Church,
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bright and golden Sunday
morning ushered in the 125
nniversary celebration of

Wesley Methodist Church, Penang on
21t August 2016. Forgotten was the
heavy downpour the day before. God
granted sunshine and blue skies for His
three congregations to commemorate
this special event together. There was a
quiet sense of buzz as early birds res-
plendent in red, burgurdy or white (the
theme colour for the anniversary cele-
bration) arrived at 8.30am in excited
anticipation of the events tailor-made
for the day! The limited seating in the
Sanctuary was an added impetus. It was
heartening to see the Sanctuary filled
up in no time. By 9.30 am there were no
empty seats in the Susannah Room and
the Hannah Hall, where there was a live
feed of the service from the Sanctuary.

The Church Choir accompanied by the
symphony music of the string ensemble
comprising Penang Wesley members
and friends from our sister Methodist
Churches filled the Sanctuary with me-
lodious and joyous thanksgiving and

#élﬂ#i

e .

praise. Ms Juwita Suwito a renowned
gospel singer rendered the anthem “To
God be the Glory”.

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik shared the
Word from Judges 2:6-15 and Deute-
ronomy 6:4-9. The congregation was
reminded of the legacy inherited from
the hard work of the early pioneers and
faithful servants of the Lord who came
in 1891 to establish the Wesley Metho-
dist Church, Penang. He challenged
the congregation calling them to en-
sure that this rich heritage was passed
down to the future generations. The
Bishop made reference to Eli and his
sons. He urged the people not to sit on
their laurels, lest their complacency
led to a generation who would grow
up not knowing the Lord nor what
He had done. He emphasized that the
home should be the bastion of faith, not
merely rituals or festivals. He remind-
ed parents that they were commanded
to be prime movers of the faith to their
children who would be the bedrock for
the church’s future. Bishop Ong was in-
vited to lead in the consecration of the

Penang -

newly renovated Sanctuary and the re-
placed slate roof tiles, followed by the
unveiling of a plaque.

The service ended at 11.30am and the
congregation took a short walk to the
restaurant at the Penang Plaza for a
sumptuous lunch. Pastor Paul Santosh
Christie led everyone in the anthem “To
God be the Glory” and our President
Jeyakumar gave a short speech. After
grace was said the lunch commenced.

A handbook publication of testimonies
from church members was handed out
during the lunch to members and their
guests. The celebrations culminated
with the cutting of the anniversary cake.
Everyone had a wonderful time blessed
with warm fellowship, good food, door
gifts and the great singing by Ms Juwita
Suwito.

As part of the 125th Anniversary cele-
brations the following events were or-
ganized:-
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a. Discipleship Training Seminars
- Teaching and instruction in the
Word by distinguished teachers and
Bible scholars like Bishop Emeri-
tus Dr. Hwa Yung, Dr. D.A. Carson
and Dr. Paul Barker;

b. Introduction of a Graduate Diploma
Foundation Course in collaboration
with the Malaysian Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary;

c. A Community Day event which
brought the church family (from 3
congregations) together on 23" July
2016. Teamwork and co-operation
were required for the many activi-
ties reminding one of 1 Corinthians
12:14-20. There was much fun and
good fellowship.

Included in the above 125" festivities
was a Vacation Bible School for chil-
dren between the ages of 5-11 years of
age held from 30" November to 3% De-
cember 2016.

With the ambitious program drawn up
for the Anniversary celebrations by the
organising committee, substantial fi-
nancial support was required from the
church’s coffers. Help came from gen-
tle hands of the hardworking ladies of
the Methodist Women whose ‘Project
104 Slate’ transformed the 104-year-
old roof slate tiles into unique crafts
and beautiful paintings.

Every Saturday afternoon from 2 to 6
p-m. continuously for 4 months, the
Methodist Women scrubbed, dried,
crafted and painted the 104-year-old
roof slate tiles. Every Sunday morning
commencing 5" June 2016, the ladies
manned the stall set up to offer for sale
the crafts and God-inspired paintings.
God moved the hearts of the congrega-
tion to buy the paintings and the crafted
roof slate tiles. The support from the
congregation was overwhelming! At
the end of the 3 months ‘Project 104
Slate’ sale, money was counted and the
proceeds were more than sufficient to
cover the cost of the programmes!

Every minute detail was planned and
carried out by the organizing commit-
tee which started planning and meeting
almost a year before the grand event.
God has revealed to us that as we rely
on Him, He is faithful and He provides
all that’s necessary. To God Be the Glo-

ry!

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Submitted by Mrs. Joan Lim and
Tan Suan See
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E S Sa y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

ctober 14" saw the passing of ano-
ther of Malaya’s great missionaries,
Dr. H. L. E. Luering, at Frankfurt-

am-Main, Germany, where he was profes-
sor at the Frankfurt Theological Seminary.

Born December 9, 1863, at Delmenhorst,
Oldenburg, Heinrich Ludwig Emil Luering
was the second son of a Methodist pastor,
Adolf H. L. Luering. His early education he
received in Bremen, Strassburg, Pforzheim
and Schaffhausen. Two semesters at the
University of Zurich were spent in the study
of natural science, but after a long and se-
rious talk with his mother young Luering
decided for Christ and went to the Univer-
sity of Strassburg to study theology. There
he also studied oriental languages and in
1887 received the degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy on a dissertation “A comparative
Study in Medical Knowledge as found in
old Egyptian Papyri and the medical wri-
tings of the Greek and Roman authors”. The
opportunity for a brilliant career as a scho-
lar seemed open to him when he was called
to the Methodist Publishing House of Bre-
men as scientific worker. Luering, however,
had gradually come to the decision that he
must follow his father in the ministry. He
had served as pastor in Kiel for three years
when a letter came from Bishop Thoburn
asking him to go to Singapore as a mission-
ary to help Oldham in the newly-founded
mission. When only a boy he had longed to
be a missionary, but he told no one except
his sister, who kept his secret. Now he felt
that Bishop Thoburn’s letter was a call he
could not refuse, so without hesitation he
accepted, and sailed for Singapore on Sep-
tember 16, 1889.

Soon after his arrival Luering was sent on
an exploratory journey to Dutch West Bor-
neo. The following year he went to British
North Borneo to open work among the Dyak
head-hunters. In December 1891 when he
returned to Singapore it was decided that he
was needed in Singapore.

Dr. Luering’s unusual talent for learning
languages was a great asset. While in Bor-
neo he had become proficient in Malay and
he now applied himself to the various Chi-

nese dialects spoken in Malaya. Years later
at a General Conference of the Methodist
Chuch he found two Chinese delegates who
could not converse because they came from
different parts of China and he obligingly
acted as interpreter. He took joy in learning
a new language and never let an opportunity
pass. Thus when malaria forced him to take
a three months vacation in Amoy he learned
the Hokkien dialect.

In 1899 Dr. Luering was appointed to Ipoh,
where he was a great help to the Chinese
churches, for he already knew the Foochow
and Hokkien dialects and he soon learned
the Cantonese and Hakka dialects. He was
the first of our missionaries to be interested
in the jungle people and he even baptised
one Sakai woman. He was probably the first
European to be able to speak the Sakai lan-

guage.

In 1902 after conversation with officials Dr.
Luering was commissioned by the Perak
Government to go to China to bring 1,000
colonists from Foochow to settle Sitiawan, a
then pratically unpopulated section. He na-
turally chose as many Christians as he could
find for the new city. Sitiawan of to-day
should remember its founder.

During his furlough in 1966 Dr. Luering
made an extensive tour of the United States,
where he lectured on Missions in Malaya.
On his return in 1907 he was sent to Penang
where he served as District Superintendent
until 1909 when he received a call from
the Methodist Seminary at Frankfurt-am-
Main. He taught first at Roderburg and then
for twenty five years was acting director
at Ginnheim. His special fields were dog-
matic theology and ancient languages, but
he never lost his interests in missions, and
especially in Malaya. Even in recent years
when missionaries from Malaysia visited
him he would speak in Malay. Practically
every Methodist preacher in Europe has
studied under Dr. Luering, and many from
America have come under his instruction as
well. All look upon their old professor with
love and admiration, for he possessed not
only an amazing knowledge but a magnetic
personality. He was deeply spiritual as well

as warm hearted and friendly.

In addition to his other activities Dr. Luering
wrote many articles and monographs in va-
rious languages. While in Malaya he wrote
and translated hymns into Malay, besides
contributing to important works by other
Malay scholars. He wrote many philologi-
cal and ethnographic articles on the Dayaks,
Malays and Sakais, which appeared in the
journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. In later
years he wrote several monographs in Ger-
man, and was a frequent contributor to the
missionary magazine “Der Missionsbote.”

Dr. Luering retired from his professorship at
the age of seventy but continued to lecture
and travel in the interest of missions, until a
year ago when he underwent a serious ope-
ration. To the last he kept his live interest in
other people and cheerful outlook on life.
His was a life full of adventure and worth,
and his death was one of hope and victory.

Dr. Luering is survives by his wife, who
was Violet Marie Beins of Singapore, six of
their seven children, and seven grandchil-
dren. A host of friends in Malaya, Europe
and America also mourn the passing of this
great soul.

His great love of nature, his deep sympathy
for all living creatures, his genuine piety
and child-like simplicity of character were
impressive marks of his personality. He
combined a big heart with a brilliant mind,
an ardent love of Fatherland with a glowing
love of Christ and a desire to share the riches
of the Gospel with all humanity.

At the funeral service in Frankfurt, on Oc-
tober 18", Bishop Dr. Melle, who gave the
address at the graveside, fittingly chose the
text from Philippians 1:21—“For to me to
live is Christ and to die is gain.”

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 48 No. 1
January 1938
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Since the pioneering spirit of early its exceptional all-rounded education We pride ourselves on providing a
missionaries in Malaysia, setting-up based on a Christian Mission School “Methodist school environment” that is
mission schools in 1891, thousands of ethos. Wesley Methodist School second to none, our students embracing
lives have become beneficiaries of (International) offers Cambridge IGCSE these four Core Values of learning:
Methodist Education for 125 years. - the equivalent of the National ¢ God-centredness.

Wesley Methodist School, a Curriculum of England, while the Wesley e Respect for Life.

not-for-profit institution has become a Methodist School (Private) offers the e Integrity.

name synonymous for Academic Malaysian National Curriculum - Dual ¢ Excellence with Humility.

Excellence and Transforming Lives with ~ Language Programme (DLP)*.

For more info on Wesley Methodist Schools (International and Private), log on to www.wms.edu.my or call the following tel. nos.

Wesley Methodist Schools (International) Wesley Methodist Schools (Private) offering dual language
offering IGCSE programme (DLP) leading to SPM
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METHODIST COLLEGE KUALA LUMPUR

Congratulates Our Students on Their Admission to Top Universities in 2016*
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- MCKL CAMPUS
o~ 25 MARCH 2017
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Find out more about scholarship opportunities at
MCEL and how to apply!

Attend the special briefings on :
* MCKL Programmes
= MCKL Scholarships

> STAR Education Fund e scx progedmiTies anlyl
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> Sin Chew Daily Education Fund iterison programmes anly)

= Stedfast Scholarship it MoKt programmes any)

» Scholarships from U5, Colleges & Universities

> A Career in Early Childhood Education

= A Career with an ACCA Qualification
Also available ;

: * > Free Personality Test

i R T ' > Scholarship consultation with the following
university representatives!
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April & August
April

March & July
August

March & July

July

For further information, contoct us ol:
M ETHOD JST Methodist College Kuala Lumpur
s COLLEGE | tuaca umpus  Off Jalan Tun Sambanthan 4, Brickfields 50470 Kuala Lumpur
: Tel: (603} 22741851 Fax: (603) 22736102

! EL Email: askivmckLedumy Website: www mckledumy




