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O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels

O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord

Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God
In the highest

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be glory given
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing

J.F. Wade
Essay
An Iban Service In Kapit
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Warm greetings to everyone in our Methodist Family as we 
come to the close of the year and celebrate Christmas. We 
still rejoice and are filled with joy as we remember God’s 
love in sending His Son, notwithstanding the prevailing un-
precedented circumstances we face today.

We can never forget 2020 with its unexpected and up-end-
ing unprecedented events that have created a “new normal” 
for not only Malaysians, but for the global citizenship! The 
COVID-19 pandemic has changed our everyday norms and 
our socializing culture that cut across our old way of life to 
cause massive and probably permanent change.

This has impacted the universal Church as the people of God 
struggle to make the necessary adjustments in our spiritual 
culture and ministries to align with the “new normal”. The 
question of how much of the current change or the “new nor-
mal” is permanent is on all our minds. Following up on this 
query would be, “what must I/we stop, continue or start do-
ing in terms of life and ministry?” To push it further for the 
church, we need to ask in the light of the Great Commission 
[Matthew 28:18-20] – “what would we do if we as a church 
want to start/ plant a new church/ congregation?”  God’s peo-
ple will need to ask God for the wisdom promised to those 
who ask “faith-fully” in NLT James 1:5 If you need wisdom, 
ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not 
rebuke you for asking.”

Today, in such an unprecedented situation, we turn to God’s 
Word in Matthew 16:15. The Lord Jesus had asked His dis-
ciples – “But who do you say I am?” in contrast to “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man [ie Jesus] is?” [v. 13]. 
Peter was quick to answer - “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” [v. 16]. We must remember to remember 
the Lord Jesus’ reply to Peter in verses 17 and 18, especially 
during this critical moment of test posed by the pandemic -  
17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar- 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.

Our self-revealing God remains in control as He continues 
to grant us wisdom and knowledge from above to respond 
to this current unprecedented season we are facing with its 
many stumping questions. We must remember to remember 
that where Jesus’ Church is concerned, He remains her un-
defeatable Builder – “I will build My church and the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against it” [v. 18] – including facing 
the onslaught of up-ending, unexpected, unprecedented and 
colossal chaos causing viruses and pestilences.

During Paul’s ministry about 3 decades later after that crucial 
core encounter, he had this to say to a fledgling church of 
struggling believers. He advised them to leave behind their 
“old normal” life of comfort and security once they chose 
to follow Christ. Paul had to help the Colossian Christians 
to remember to remember Who Christ is. So we hear that 
majestic Everest-like declaration in NLT Colossians 1:15-20: 
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed 
before anything was created and is supreme over all crea-
tion, 16 for through him God created everything in the hea- 
venly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and 
the things we can’t see — such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, 
and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created 
through him and for him. 17 He existed before anything else, 
and he holds all creation together. 18 Christ is also the head 
of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme 
over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ,  
20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He 
made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means 
of Christ’s blood on the cross.

That was a “breakthrough” moment for both Peter and the 
disciples as well as for the Colossian believers: they came 
to realize that just as in a game of chess, one must not make 
the mistake of considering pieces on the board as indispen-
sable, not even the very powerful queen. ONLY the king is 
indispensable for it is the very highly prized centre piece! 
The game can ONLY be ended with the defeat or capture of 
the king. To put it simply and unequivocally, ONLY the King 
of kings is indispensable – not politicians or pestilences or 
pandemic!

In this “double whammy” season of the COVID-19 pande- 
mic and political uncertainty in Malaysia - the muted com-
mercialization and deep humbling realization of “only God 
can help us” will make this Christmas one that will be more 
authentically celebrated; a celebration where Christ is clear-
ly seen as the indispensable Centre piece of Heaven and 
Earth!

What the angel proclaimed is just as true as ever. NIV Luke 
2:9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
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the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in 
the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord.

In this last article that I am writing in the Episcopal Office 
before stepping down at the end of this year, let me sincerely 
thank all in our beloved Methodist Church in Malaysia Fam-
ily for your prayers, support, partnership and ministry. Let 
me express my heart-felt thanks to all who had laboured this 
past eight years with me in the General Conference Execu-
tive Council, GC Councils, Annual Conferences, especially 
our Presidents, Lay Leaders, Ministers, Pastors, church staff 
and the many church members who serve our Lord faithful-
ly and tirelessly – many doing this, year in and year out! I 
want to also thank all the staff in the General Conference 
and Area Executive Council office for their many services. 
I bless the Lord for each of you as we stood together under 
His sovereign leading – through thick and thin! Many of you 

have especially responded to this season of unexpected and 
unprecedented need with great diligence and exhausting ef-
forts – to ensure that the ministry of God, the care of His 
beloved people and reaching out to the poor and needy - are 
adequately and properly carried out. You did all these not-
withstanding the tremendous challenges and pressures posed 
by the unknown and uncertain new normal that unexpectedly 
and powerfully crashed onto us.

I also want to take this opportunity to wish you, the congre-
gation and your loved ones an intimate, refreshing and faith 
renewing personal encounter with the One Who is “Christ 
the Lord, the Son of the living God”– during this Christ-
mas season which is like no other!

A holy and blessed Christmas to all in the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia Family! 

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

Victorious
Nothing that is attempted in opposition to God can ever be successful.

(John Calvin)      

IN WORD: The New Testament is the story of 
a clash of kingdoms. The light stepped into the 
darkness (John 1:9), and the darkness has been 
trembling ever since. Throughout church history, 
citizens of darkness have been plucked out of that 
kingdom and placed in the Kingdom of light, which 
will never cease to increase (Isaiah 9:7). It’s a per-
petual victory that will never end.

We need to be reminded of that, mainly because 
we still see a lot of darkness in the world. Some-
times it even seems that evil has the upper hand. 
Life can feel like an uphill climb, and a lifestyle 
of victory seems like a distant hope. Strategically 
wedged where the clashing kingdoms meet, we 
can get awfully injured in the cross fire. Some-
times we just want relief.

That’s why it’s important to immerse ourselves in 
stories of darkness being humiliated by the light, 
as in Acts 19. The gospel demolished a stronghold 

of Satan in Ephesus. Paul, his coworkers, and the 
believers in general faced vicious opposition from 
a number of sides, yet Jesus won every power 
clash against the enemy. Extraordinary miracles 
were taking place, people were being healed 
and delivered, and counterfeit spirits were being 
roundly defeated. The result? “The name of the 
Lord Jesus was held in high honor.”

IN DEED: Stories like Acts 19 give us the know- 
ledge and the tools we need to endure every king-
dom clash we experience and to emerge victo- 
rious from them. Regardless of what side an at-
tack comes from—relationships, health, work, 
matters of the heart and mind, or any other arena 
of life—we need to know that the power of Jesus 
is overwhelmingly able to defeat the enemy. If only 
we can persist in our faith, we eventually see an 
amazing phenomenon both within us and around 
us: darkness dissipating, unable to maintain its in-
fluence in the face of the Light.

They were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was held in high honor.     

Acts 19:17D
E
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One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Devotion
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Rebuilding Together  
Nehemiah 2:17-20

I read somewhere that basically there are three kinds of people. 
1. Those who do not know what is happening. 
2. Those who just watch what is happening.
3. Those who make things happen.

Nehemiah is in the 3rd category. Jerusalem had been in ruins 
for 140 years. The people in Jerusalem had become accus-
tomed to the mess and lived with the mess as part of life. It 
took an outsider to come and rebuild the city of Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah was a Jew but lived in exile in Persia.

He had come to Jerusalem with the king’s permission. Nehe-
miah assessed the ruins late one night. He had the burden to 
rebuild. He provided decisive leadership.

Nehemiah had come to rebuild in order to remove the disgrace 
from the people. They lived in “disgrace” (2:17). He wept, 
mourned, fasted and prayed for Jerusalem (1:4). When he was 
given the opportunity to go to Jerusalem to rebuild, Nehemiah 
gladly went. He left behind comfort, security, safety, a good 
life, a good job to go to a place that was in ruins and full of 
mess.

Bishop Stephen Neill in his book On the Ministry, says, “As 
you enter on the work of the ministry you must seek the place 
of hardest work, greatest sacrifice and least recognition, and 
there you must be content.” On the contrary our temptation 
is to seek the easiest work, least sacrifice and greatest recog-
nition. We see Nehemiah seeking the hardest work…… and 
being content. A number of times he says, “Remember me O 
God” and left it at that.

Nehemiah has consecrated himself to do what God had called 
him to. Oswald Chambers defines consecration as “the act of 
continually separating myself from everything except which 
God has appointed me to do.” That was Nehemiah too.

He had come to Jerusalem confident that God was involved 
in the work (v18) and that God would give them success (20). 
The vision to rebuild was not birthed in Nehemiah’s mind but 
it was birthed in God’s heart. The plan was God’s plan. When 
a plan is God’s plan it cannot fail.

Many people have asked me what is my vision for the Metho- 
dist Church is. But a more important question is, “what is 
God’s vision for the church?” We live in challenging times. 
There is political uncertainty, covid19 reality, socio-economic 
challenges. In the midst of all of these what is God’s vision for 

the Methodist Church in Malaysia? What does God want the 
Church in Malaysia to be and to do? That can only be known 
by God’s people who have spent much time in the presence 
of GOD.

When the church carries out God’s plan, that plan cannot fail. 
When the enemies opposed the work, Nehemiah confidently 
dismissed their harassment saying, “The God of heaven will 
give us success.” He was not dependent on his ability to lead, 
or the people’s skill in rebuilding, or the resources that they 
had. The work would not fail because God was involved in 
the work. Nehemiah’s confidence was in GOD. The God who 
had called him would not fail him. The God who has called us 
will not fail us.

A Final Word
Nehemiah’s vision was from God. His ambition was for the 
people. He cast the vision in simple terms. V17. He did not 
compel them in the name of God or threaten them in the name 
of the king. But he pointed them to the need to rebuild. He 
pointed them to the condition they were in. The people im-
mediately caught the vision and joined in the work. He said, 
“Let us rebuild.” They replied, “Let us rebuild.” So, together 
they rebuilt.

For 32 years between 1920 and 1952 seven major expeditions 
tried to make it to the summit of Mt Everest. All expeditions 
failed. In 1953 Tenzing Norgay and Edmund Hillary accom-
plished what no other human being ever did. They stood on 
the summit of Mt Everest, the world’s highest peak.

Could Tenzing and Edmund have made it alone? The answer 
is “No.” Of the teamwork involved Tenzing remarked: “You 
do not climb a mountain like Everest by trying to race ahead 
on your own, or by competing with your comrades. You do it 
slowly and carefully, by unselfish teamwork.... for that is the 
mountain way.” It is also the church way, the family way, the 
business way and the way forward for this nation.  The call is 
to rebuild together.

***
God, we offer our lives to be consecrated to You. May my 
consecration be a visible representation of the consecration of 
all our lives to You. So that together we may live for you and 
do that which you have appointed us to do.

Bishop Dr. T. Jeyakumar

Let the words of my mouth and the contemplations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord our 
Strength and our Saviour.

Features
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Good evening and warm greetings to everyone! I am most 
grateful to be part of this “COMMUNITY OF KINDNESS” 
this evening.

Mr Jacob Lee, Chair of the CAC MCRD; President Ezra Kok 
of the CAC, Church pastors, leaders, MCRD members, es-
teemed friends from other church organisations, members of 
the press corp, church members and supporters: we gather to 
celebrate in THANKSGIVING unto Almighty God all the 
good works that He has inspired and enabled to be accom-
plished by CAC MCRD BANTUAN COVID-19 since the 
Pandemic began to be earnestly felt in our land from the 18 
March 20 MCO lockdown.

The MCM Family community, from our local churches and 
individuals in our Annual Conferences in East and West  
Malaysia, have responded to the needs caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic especially when it hit “the LEAST” in our 
country and abroad. Of particular concern is the B40, mi-
grant communities, the homeless and the housebound and 
elderly. The Lord Jesus said in NIV Matthew 25:40 - “The 
King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

In the throes of all these, the CAC MCRD, has stepped up 
and inadvertently became the focal point of meeting the 
many urgent and immediate medical, hospital and human 
needs that arose. Our Methodist Church in Malaysia Family 
as a whole contributed to meet the various needs; we praise 
the Lord that the CAC MCRD became our major agency and 
“AID” flagship sailing in the unpredictable and very stormy 
Covid-19 Pandemic Sea!

This Covid-19 Pandemic shattering upheaval that reached 
almost every corner of the globe, has forcibly led God’s 
Church and the world – to reflect deeply about life, creation, 
survival and sustainability  of our world – that we have hith-
erto, TAKEN FOR GRANTED! In this enforced and unprec-
edented EXPERIENCE of a deadly and hitherto “without a 
VACCINE to counter it” situation, very many have at least 
realised at least 2 TRUTHS!

#1: “Our SMALLNESS REMINDED, GOD’S GREAT-
NESS REDISCOVERED!” The world grudgingly re-
alised how little CONTROL humankind has over the 
GLOBAL STAGE, DESTINY and FUTURE of planet 
earth. Overnight – stadiums, entertainment outlets, fi-

nancial hubs, mega malls, schools, universities etc are 
shut down save the hospitals, police stations, fire bri-
gades, homes and residences. The animal world repos-
sessed the territories that were theirs originally! An un-
seen microscopic “giant” has felled our technologically, 
Artificial Intelligence & scientifically sophisticated and 
advanced world that we are so proud of!!!

#2: “While our hearts have hardened, God’s heart is “Un-
burdened!” God’s  heart of love , mercy and compas-
sion is never more manifested among “THE LEAST” 
than in this season as God’s people are moved to step 
out in love to reach the hungry, starving, housebound 
& sick! More than the chatter about face mask, temper-
ature taking, physical distancing – the churches all over 
the world recovered their ministries of COMPASSION 
and MERCY AFTER GOD”S OWN HEART! Tonight’s 
CAC MCRD BANTUAN COVID-19 Thanksgiving 
Dinner, 7 pm Tropicana Gardens Mall is abundant testi-
mony to this renewal in the Church.

#3: “When God’s people interceded, Malaysia by God’s mer-
cy was blessed!” It is the prayers of God’s people along 
with many other “Ninehvites” [as in the Jonah account] 
who turned to God for mercy that our rates of infection 
and death from the Coronavirus or Covid-19 remained 
comparatively MINIMAL or NOMINAL when com-
pared to other nations.

HENCE, all the more we should do all we can for the MOST 
AFFECTED by the COVID-19 pandemic. Let us never forget 
the unchanging absolute CERTAINTY OF GOD’S WORD in 
the midst of the UNCERTAINTIES of the WORLD! Some of 
these key words in the Bible are:

#1: KJV Matthew 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be fam-
ines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows

#2: ESV Proverbs 19:17 
Whoever is generous [kind] to the poor lends to the 
LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.

#3: ESV Proverbs 28:27 
Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who 
hides his eyes will get many a curse.

Features

CAC MCRD BANTUAN COVID-19 
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#4: ESV Proverbs 11:25 
Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who 
waters will himself be watered.

#5: NIV 2 Corinthians 9:8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.

Let us move on from strength to strength in serving the Good 
Shepherd through works of mercy!

Thank you.

Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik
The Methodist Church 
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Our newest converts set a high standard of worship

THE FRUITS OF THE MISSION to the Iban people at Kapit are 
very evident today. Early on this Sunday morning, we, together 
with the students from our mission school, wended our way to 
the little new church. The older boys had already gone with the 
missionary to get the church in readiness for the service. Since 
there is no janitor they swept the church and placed the furniture 
in proper position. The new pulpit was placed on one side of the 
chancel and the new communion table, surmounted by a cross, 
in the centre back. The new pews, devoid of any paint, were all 
set in line on opposite sides of the church. The little chapel was 
resplendent in new paint, inside and out, applied by the older 
boys under the direction of the missionary.

Now the students assembled for the service of worship. The girls 
were dressed in bright new dresses, made from cloth that had 
been sent by friends from America; some of the girls even had 
had their hair permed by a local hair-dresser. The boys all wore 
clean shorts and sport shirts and their hair was neatly combed 
and cut instead of being long as is usual among the men in a 
longhouse. There were also several older people, including one 
chieftain, in the congregation.

Quiet came over the little congregation when the missionary, to-
gether with the writer, took his place back of the pulpit. Every 
eye was on the missionary as he arose and gave the Call to Wor-
ship. Then all looked into their little Pantun Dayak booklets, 
which contain 20 hymns in translation, and found the opening 
hymn of adoration, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’. Led by the strong bari-
tone of the missionary they joined in heartily and sang this great 
hymn of the church with vigour and feeling. Then they sat with 
bowed heads and closed eyes as the minister led in prayer. Again 
they stood and joined in the Litany of the Ten Commandments, 
and every one knew the responses from memory. It was inspir-

ing to see the shining eyes and the worshipful attention given 
by these children who have come out of such an illiterate and 
primitive background.

The time came when I was to speak. I had chosen the story of 
the little Hebrew slave girl in II Kings who helped her Mas-
ter Naaman to get healed. One cannot preach sermons to these 
simple people from the jungles, one must tell them stories, and 
that is what I tried to do. My colleague, Burr Baughman, took 
my words and put them into thrilling, pulsing, vivid Iban (it was 
close enough to the Malay language so that I could sense much 
of that which he said) and how those children and adults lis-
tened!

When the time came to read the Invitation to the Holy Com-
munion, the congregation followed each word carefully and took 
part in the prayers and responses that enrich the Service. I read 
the Consecrating Prayer and then all who were Christians were 
invited to come forward to participate in this memorial of our 
Lord’s death. I have participated in many different Commun-
ion Services, including wonderful experiences in an internment 
camp, but the privilege of participating in the Lord’s Supper with 
these new brothers and sisters in Christ, our first converts from 
among these former head-hunters, was more moving than words 
can describe.

The day will come, that is certain, when these boys and girls 
from our Methodist Iban School in Kapit, Sarawak, Borneo, will 
be the leaders of the Methodist Church among their people and 
will themselves bring to their people, far better than any of us 
can, the imperishable message of the Gospel.

The Malaysia Message
Vol. 54 No. 11 & 12
Nov-Dec 1950

Essay Hari Ini Dalam Sejarah Methodist 
Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

An Iban Service In Kapit
H.B. Amstutz

Bishop Arthur J. Moore laying a cornerstone of the new Kapit Church in Jan-
uary 1950, the Rev. H.V. Lacy interpreting. On the left are the Rev. Burr Baugh-
man, missionary in charge of the Methodist Iban School and two pupils.

Bishop Arthur J. Moore with Penghulus Sibat, Jugah and Jinggot at Kapit. 
These men and their families were baptised on Christmas Day 1949 and are 
among our first converts to Christianity.
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