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And Are We Yet Alive?

By Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar
Bishop of The Methodist Church in Malaysia

n 1749, Rev. Charles Wesley wrote a poem

titled ‘And Are We Yet Alive?’ which was
later introduced as a hymn by Rev. John
Wesley in 1780 and sung at the opening
of their ‘holy conferencing.’ It became the
opening hymn for many Annual Conference
Sessions in Methodism worldwide.
For early Methodists, these gatherings were
moments of gratitude - grateful for life and
for seeing one another. Life for the Methodist
preachers was difficult, filled with fears and
trials. Yet, despite hardships, they remained
committed to their mission.

The challenges are still real for Methodists
today, but we are alive because God has
given us a mission that cannot be thwarted.
He will equip us to fulfil His purpose.
Therefore, we must be “yet alive” - spiritually
empowered to walk through the doors God
opens for us.

In the context of God’s calling and
opportunities, | am reminded of Revelation
3:7-8: “... What he opens no one can shut,

and what he shuts no one can open. | know
your deeds. See, | have placed before you an
open door that no one can shut. | know that
you have little strength, yet you have kept my
word and have not denied my name.”

The doors for ministry remain open, even
after 140 years in this land. Therefore, my
focus is not on the open doors but on the
people called Methodists. Throughout history,
those whom God has used are men and
women who have had two characteristics,
among others: they are filled with the Holy
Spirit, and their lives are marked by sacrifices.
Such were the 18th-century Methodists and
the Methodist missionaries who came to us.

Two Characteristics of the Person Whom
God Uses

1. Ministry in the Power of the Holy Spirit
One of the most significant moments in
Wesley’s life was his spiritual awakening on
Aldersgate Street in London on 24 May 1738.
He felt his heart “strangely warmed.” This
marked the moment when he understood
salvation was by grace through faith, not by
works. This encounter with the Holy Spirit
transformed his life.

Seven months later, on 1 January 1739, Wesley
and his friends experienced an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, which he described as a “little
Pentecost.” This event revitalized his ministry
and the Methodist movement.

Wesley demonstrated the power of the Holy
Spirit through his bold preaching. Open-air
preaching was considered unconventional,
but his reliance on the Holy Spirit led to
conversions and spiritual awakenings. Wesley
believed that preaching was a means for
people to experience God’s grace. If we are
to preach effectively, we must do so in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

In Wesley’s ministry, the Holy Spirit also
demonstrated power through miracles. He
frequently spoke of physical and spiritual
healing, through which people experienced
bodily healing, inner transformation, and
deliverance from sin.

Of Rev. Oldham, the first missionary pastor
sent to this region, the same was said by a
ninety-year-old Indian pastor whom Oldham
had helped educate: “He was full of the Holy
Spirit.”

2. Ministry Marked by Sacrifices

Even though the door for ministry is open,
we need people willing to make sacrifices
for the ministry in order to move forward.
Wesley, for instance, entered his marriage on
the condition that he “should not preach one
sermon or travel one mile less” because of it.
While we may not agree with all of Wesley’s
choices, his willingness to sacrifice for the
ministry is clear.

Wesley held nothing back, including his
reputation. He wrote to his brother Charles:
“My brother, when | devoted to God my ease,
my time, my life, did | except my reputation?
No.” He sacrificed even his reputation. This
reflects his commitment to God and His
mission.

Wesley also committed to living simply and
prioritizing ministry over personal wealth.

He kept only a small portion of his income

for living expenses, giving the rest to help

the poor and fund the growing Methodist
movement. While we don’t have to agree with
his choices, we cannot deny his commitment.

The early Methodist missionaries in Malaysia
made their own sacrifices. Rev. William
Shellabear’s first wife died, and he remarried,
but his second wife also passed away. Yet,
his ministry continued. He had saved money
while working as an officer in the Royal
Engineers and used those funds to advance
the Methodist Mission in Malaysia, purchasing
land and putting up a building in Petaling
Street.

In the early days of Methodist Mission,
school staff sacrificed a month’s salary for
the development of the school. Despite low

salaries, they gave sacrificially. Rev. James
Hoover’s house was shared with a boys’
school and dormitory. Who would endure
that discomfort for the sake of ministry?

We have salvation and much more because
of Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice - His death on
the Cross. He laid down His life for others.
The early Christians, the early Methodists,
followed Christ’'s example, even suffering or
dying for their faith. If the Methodist Church
is to remain “yet alive,” we need people who
focus not on entitlement but on the sacrifices
required for God’s work.

A Final Word

The “little strength” mentioned in Revelation
3:8 reminds us that it is not by our might,

nor by power, but by His Spirit, that we
accomplish His work. The phrase “what He
opens, no one can shut” assures us of God’s
unshakable plan. We are alive in Christ to
carry out His unshakeable mission, and no
opposition can stand in the way of God’s will.

As Charles Wesley wrote in his hymn:

“Yet out of all the Lord

hath brought us by His love;

And still, He doth His help afford.” D)
| have no doubt about God’s faithfulness

and the open doors He provides for mission.

But | pray earnestly for more men and

women who fully rely on the Holy Spirit’s

power for ministry and are willing to make

sacrifices. May we not miss the opportunities

God presents but be bold and faithful in

moving forward as the people of God, called
Methodists.

A summary of the sermon preached during the 140th Anniversary Celebration of The Methodist
Church in Malaysia held on 2 March 2025 at Damansara Utama Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya.
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he 140th Anniversary of The Methodist

Church in Malaysia was held on 16
February 2025 at Song En Methodist Church
in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. This event marked
the first in a series of celebrations that will
take place in three cities: Kota Kinabalu,
Sibu, and Petaling Jaya. It was a combined
service using both Bahasa Malaysia (BM) and
Chinese languages. A congregation of 540
people was warmly welcomed by our liturgist,
Sabah Annual Conference Lay Leader, Datuk
Anthony Lau. The celebration was graced by
the presence of Bishops, Annual Conference
Presidents, Pastors, and Church Leaders from
various denominations, including the Anglican
Church, Basel Christian Church of Malaysia,
Roman Catholic Church, Sidang Injil Borneo,
Calvary Charismatic Centre, The Assembly of
God Sabah, Grace Chapel, Protestant Church
of Sabah, Sabah Evangelical Mission, Christian
Revival Church, Sabah Baptist Association,
and Methodist Church members.

The celebration service began with an
uplifting worship session led by our praise
team, headed by Rev Fionalisa and Rev
Michael Chan. A combined choir of 150
members from five Methodist churches,

accompanied by a six-member orchestra,
performed a translated hymn in Chinese titled
“Holy is He,” written by Claire Cloninger.

The service reached its peak when Bishop

Dr. T. Jeyakumar (with Rev Jenny Teo
interpreting) delivered his sermon on
‘Methodisme Klasik’ in Bahasa Malaysia, based
on Luke 4:16-19. This was the same Scripture
passage used by John Wesley on 2nd April
1739 during his first open-air preaching,
attended by 3,000 people.

The central theme of Bishop Jeyakumar’s
sermon focused on John Wesley’s three

core principles: Personal Holiness, Spiritual
Formation, and Social Holiness. Bishop
concluded by quoting John Wesley’s words
on the legacy of Methodism: “I am not afraid
that the people called Methodists should ever
cease to exist, either in Europe or America.
But | am afraid lest they should only exist as a
dead sect, having the form of religion without
the power. And this undoubtedly will be the
case unless they hold fast both the doctrine,
spirit, and discipline with which they first set
out.”
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Bishop closed his sermon with four key areas
of emphasis for Malaysian Methodism:

1. Minister in the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. Promote accountable discipleship.

3. Care for the needy.

4. Work to transform society.

Bishop pleaded that “Christians, regardless
of denomination, need to work together to
transform our society.”

A video highlighting the history of Methodism
in Malaysia was shown, a poignant moment to
honour the selfless leaders who brought the

truth and blessings of Methodism to future
generations.

Following the video, Bishops, Presidents, and
Church Leaders were invited to the stage for
the anniversary cake-cutting ceremony. The
thanksgiving offering received was donated
to Keningau Methodist Preaching Centre and
Keningau Methodist Church to support BM
ministries. Souvenirs in the form of fridge
magnets bearing the mark of “140 Years of
Methodism in Malaysia” were distributed to
commemorate this 140th year of God’s grace
and mercy upon us. Glory to GOD!
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Celebrating 140 years of Methodism

fter the joyful celebrations in Kota

Kinabalu and Sibu, the pinnacle of the
celebrations for Peninsula Malaysia was held
in Petaling Jaya on 2 March at Damansara
Utama Methodist Church. The event saw
about 2,300 worshippers, along with many
others who had gathered in Simultaneous
Worship Sessions at churches in Penang,
Kuantan, Ipoh, Seremban, and Melaka. Each
location had its own activities, as well as
the opportunity to participate in the live
broadcast. Additionally, there were home
viewers throughout Malaysia, as well as in
Singapore, Australia, and the US.

The service began at 4pm with a video
presentation showcasing 140 years of
Methodist Missions in Malaysia. It was a

great reminder of our founding father, John
Wesley, and how many other missionaries
came from all over the world to spread the
gospel in Asia. We also remembered our
forefathers who worked tirelessly to establish
churches, schools, and engage in mission and
community work in Malaysia.

This was followed by a rousing rendition

from the 140-strong choir, comprising
intergenerational members from our local
Methodist churches, and backed by the
Selangor Philharmonic Choir, accompanied by
a beautiful orchestral arrangement conducted
by Ms Joanna Lau. Ms Juwita Suwito then

led an inspiring worship session - praise and
glory to our God!

Bishop Dr T. Jeyakumar preached a sermon
entitled “And Are We Yet Alive?” based

on the scripture text of Revelation 3:7-8,
stirring listeners to rise to the challenge of
the mission that God calls us to. The sermon
was interpreted into Mandarin by Rev Dr Hii
Kong Hock. The sermon concluded with a
call to commitment—for all who were able to
kneel before our Almighty God and commit
to moving forward in the ministries He has
called us to. The service ended with a prayer
by the Bishop to bless the people called
Methodists.
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Bishop and Presidents from
various Annual Conferences

Two special guests from The Methodist
Church in Singapore - Rev Reuben Ng, TRAC
President and Rev Lek Yong Teck, CAC
President also joined us in the celebrations.

The celebration continued with dinner held
outside the church beneath a huge canopy.
About 400+ volunteers, comprising members
from various churches ensured the smooth
running of the event.

All thanks and glory be to our heavenly
Father, who has sustained and strengthened
The Methodist Church in Malaysia. May we
continue to walk in His light and love, and
work to see His Kingdom come, His will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

Amen.

For those who missed the celebration, a video replay is available at dumc.my/140mcm. Photos and

videos can also be viewed at fb.com/140mcm.

Bishop’s sermon ‘And are we As Bishop knelt before the Lord, he
yet alive?’ was the title of a

requested the congregation to do

hymn from Charles Wesley likewise

140th MCM Simultaneous Worship Sessions at various locations

Wesley Methodist Church Ipoh -
Standing for the responsive affirmation

Wesley Methodist Church Kuantan -
Total of 84 worshippers

Wesley Methodist Church Melaka -
Packed hall on Sunday afternoon

Wesley Methodist Church Seremban -
United in one voice
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140th MCM Simultaneous Worship
Session at Trinity Penang

Watching the livestre

n March 2, 2025, more than 200
brothers and sisters, and pastors from

the Methodist churches across the Northern

District gathered at Trinity Methodist Church,

Penang, for a special simultaneous worship
session. The event was a time of worship
and thanksgiving, commemorating the 140th
anniversary of The Methodist Church in

Malaysia.

Before the service, the attendees enjoyed
pre-service activities, including photo
sessions at specially designed 140 MCM
booths, and a mini-quiz on the 140-year
history of the Malaysian Methodist Church,
adding excitement and engagement to the

occasion.

Praise and worship
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Methodist Trivia! A time
to know more about

Methodism in Malaysia!
The simultaneous worship session began
with a heartfelt bilingual opening prayer led
by Rev Shearn Sya and Rev Chiam Teng Poh,
setting a reverent tone for the evening. This
was followed by a livestream from DUMC,
where a 140-member choir and orchestra
led a glorious time of worship. Together with
an inspiring Praise and Worship session led
by Juwita Suwito, the worship experience
was deeply moving—its grandeur and

spiritual depth powerfully felt throughout the

livestream.

Quiz time!!

Bishop Jeyakumar’s message resonated

deeply, reminding everyone that The

Methodist Church in Malaysia was built not by

human might but through God’s Spirit, and
the sacrificial dedication of the pioneering
ministers that had laid MCM on solid

foundations.

The spirit of unity, fellowship, and gratitude
was evident throughout the evening,
culminating in a meaningful time of bonding
over a fellowship dinner. The event was

a testament to God’s faithfulness and the
enduring legacy of The Methodist Church in
Malaysia.

A time of commitment and renewal

A section of the congregation

A time of fellowship over dinner
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Trinity Methodist Church Petaling Jaya

By Theresa Yip

n 2025, the Methodist Church in Malaysia

(MCM) celebrates its 140th anniversary.
To commemorate this milestone, a series of
events have been planned, including “MCM
Sunday” on 9 February 2025. On this day,
all churches in the Trinity Annual Conference
across Malaysia unified in worship, following
the same Order of Worship, reflecting the
longstanding Methodist tradition in the
country.

Rev Paul Christie of TMCPJ, delivered a
sermon titled “Becoming a Renewed Body of
Christ,” based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. This
passage uses the human body as a metaphor
for the Church, emphasising unity, equality,
and empathy among believers.

Key points from the sermon include:

Unity (1 Cor 12:12-13):

The Church, like the human body, consists

of diverse members with unique gifts and
personalities, yet united in one body through
Christ. The Holy Spirit unites believers, and
mutual appreciation for each member’s
contributions is essential for thriving as a
Church family.

Challenges to Unity:

¢ Inferiority Complex (1 Cor 12:14-20):
Some struggle with feeling inferior, but
Paul stresses that every member is vital.

e Superiority Complex (1 Cor 12:21):
Paul calls on the strong to honour the
weak, emphasising that all members are
equal in value.

Equality (1 Cor 12:22-25):

While the Church is diverse, it must embrace
differences, striving for unity that celebrates
diversity rather than erases it.

Empathy (1 Cor 12:26-27):

The Church is a living, Spirit-filled organism,
where every part of the body is necessary.
Empathy and care for each other are key to

becoming the Church God has called us to be.

At the end of the service, a commemorative
book titled “Not By Might But By My Spirit”
was presented to church members.

The congregation praised God for His
faithfulness over the past 140 years, trusting
Him to guide the Church into a stronger
future.

Distribution of the book, Not by Might.....
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A Tribute to God and the Early
Missionaries Called Methodists

By Rev Wong Mun Wah

esley Methodist Church Johor Bahru
commemorated the 140th Anniversary
of Methodism in Malaysia on 9th February
2025 in a meaningful, yet low-key, manner.
During the sermon on Isaiah 6, based on
the revised lectionary, the English and
Chinese congregations were led to reflect
on three key points in the early history of
the Methodist movement in Singapore and
Malaysia:

Divine Guidance in the Arrival of Methodism:
The arrival of Methodism in Singapore and
Malaysia was not random but directed by
God’s guidance. Key events include:

e Charles Phillips’ call for missionary
assistance from James Thoburn in
Calcutta, urging support for the English-
speaking diaspora in Singapore.

* Bishop John E. Hurst’s encounter with
a Scottish merchant in 1884, which led to
concerns about the neglect of Singapore/
Malaysia by Methodists, while the
movement had already established
missions in China and India.

* The 1884 South India Annual Conference
pondering the question, “What can we do
for Singapore?” which led to the
appointment of William F. Oldham to
Singapore in 1885.

* Charles Phillips’ dream, guiding him to
welcome the team led by James Thoburn
and Mr. & Mrs. Oldham on 7th February
1885.

2. Prophetic Evangelism:
The evangelistic work in the early days
was empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Prophetic words spoken by Thoburn
about the impact of the gospel came to
pass rapidly. By 22nd February 1885, a
church was born. Oldham later marveled
at the progress, saying, “What hath God
wrought!”

3. Building Methodism on Holy Foundations:
The Methodist Church in Malaysia was
built by holy and dedicated individuals.
Their grace and gifts were instrumental in
establishing the church and its ministries
over the years.

The congregations were encouraged to
prayerfully follow the example of William
Oldham, responding to the prophetic

word given by Thoburn, and to engage in
evangelism, discipleship, social outreach, and
the preservation of the Methodist Church’s
polity and discipline.

The commemoration also included the

distribution of TRAC’s commemorative

publication, “Not by Might But by My Spirit:

An Introduction to Methodist Pioneers

of Malaysia & Singapore,” which helped

congregants, especially younger generations,

better understand the church’s roots and 9)
God’s work through Methodism in Malaysia.

To God be the glory!
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Living Hope Methodist Church -
11th Anniversary Celebration

iving Hope Methodist Church (LHMC)
celebrated its 11th anniversary of becoming
a faith community in Bukit Rimau on 9
February 2025. This date also coincided
with MCM Sunday - an observance of the 140
years of Methodism in Malaysia by TRAC. The
church grew from a humble rented shop lot in
2014 to its current home at Gaya Resorts. As
we reflect on this journey, we are reminded
of the countless lives that have been touched
and the unwavering unity that has defined
our congregation. Since its inception, LHMC
has been a place where people from all
walks of life come together to worship and
to serve one another. The church’s growth
is a testament to God’s faithfulness and the
collective dedication of our members.

Rev Joshua Khong Mr lan Lau sharing
sharing the the dream/vision of
Ministry of the Word  his daughter, Lau Chi
Lam, who was unwell

The anniversary celebration service was
graced by TRAC President, Rev Joshua Khong.
His sermon, drawn from John 14:15-18,

inspired all to reflect on the past and look
forward with renewed purpose.

A time of sharing and testimonies by
members of the congregation were also a
vivid reminder of the diversity and unity of the
church as we look forward to a new decade:
“A Decade of Becoming”. LHMC enters an
exciting new decade of disciple making of

all nations (Matthew 28:18-20), embracing
greater opportunities - Growing in Christ,
Touching Lives & Bringing Hope.

Wonderful Pot-bless lunch by
church members/worshippers

Living Hope Methodist Church family at the 11th Church Anniversary on
9 February 2025 with TRAC President, Rev Joshua Khong and
his wife, Elaine

PELITA METHODIST e Issue One

12th East Asia Area

he World Federation of Methodist

and Uniting Church Women has nine
geographical areas in the world. The East
Asia Area consist of Malaysia and 8 other
countries namely, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore,
Indonesia, Philippines, Hong Kong, Cambodia
and Japan where the latter two countries are
associate members.

Held once every five years, the 12th EAA
Seminar 2025 themed “Empowered to
Bloom” inspired from Colossians 1:11 was held
from 25-28 February 2025 at Cititel Midvalley.
In total, about 250 women from all over the
world attended the event. The GC Methodist
Women were privileged to organise this
event.

Dr Elaine Goh was the main speaker taking
delegates through four main sessions whilst
Rev Tryphena Law conducted a workshop on
LGBTQI issues which are prevalent amongst
younger people today.

In conjunction with the 12th EAA Seminar,
GCMW was also privileged to host the Asian
Young Women Leadership Development
(AYWLD) programme for young women aged
18-30 years. The purpose of the AYWLD is

to empower women, develop their potential
leadership with an international perspective,
and to raise interest in social issues and
international challenges.

We praise and thank God for the opportunity
to host this event and for the work that the
EAA continues to do in the region.

Seminar 2025

Election of EAA Office-Bearers for 2026 -
2031

The following individuals have been elected
as office-bearers for the EAA term spanning
2026 to 2031:

President:
Jeong Sook Lee (Korea)

Vice President:
Margaret Chan Pik Wan (Malaysia)

Secretary:
Chen Chia Hui (Taiwan)

Treasurer:
Shih Hsiao Hui (Taiwan)

Internal Auditor:
Esther Ching (Malaysia)

Past President:
Mary Devadason (Malaysia)

The office-bearers will be formally installed at
the 15th World Assembly, which will be held
in Auckland from 24th to 28th August 2026.
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‘One Church, One School’

Methodist Primary School, Petaling Jaya

n the morning of 14 January 2025, a

dedicated group of Methodist Women
(MW) members gathered at the Connect
Lounge of TMCPJ, to prepare 400 gift
packages filled with festive mandarin
oranges, refreshing drinks, and delicious
cookies for the pupils and staff of Methodist
Primary School (MPS), situated opposite
the church. This heart-warming tradition
has been part of the Chinese New Year
celebrations for several years, embodying
the spirit of the ‘One Church, One School’
collaboration.

At Tlam, the MW members made their way to
the school to join the prize-giving ceremony.
The event started with a brief speech in
Bahasa Malaysia by Mr Tan Hock Wah,
Chairman of the Board of Governors followed
by students showcasing their talents with
performances like the vibrant Dikir Barat.

As the ceremony unfolded, MW members
distributed the thoughtfully prepared gifts to
the eager children, teachers, office staff, and
canteen personnel. It was a joyful moment,
a true celebration of cultural exchange and
generosity.

In addition to the gift-giving, the ‘One Church,
One School’ initiative also participates in the
“Hot Meals” programme, which has been
running since 2016. Over the years, the
number of hot meals provided to students
had fluctuated. In 2023, the programme
served around 15-17 meals a day, while most
recently in 2024, the average was just 7 meals
daily. Ms. Sharan, the teacher in charge,

explained that this decrease is partly due

to government support in providing meals
to poor children through RMT (Rancangan
Makanan Tambahan). Initially, meals were
provided three days a week at RM3.00 each,
but now the programme has expanded to

offer meals five days a week for RM3.50 each.

As we look ahead to 2025, a new chapter
begins with a new canteen operator.
Although the number of hot meals to

be provided is yet to be determined, the
commitment to nourishing our children
remains steadfast.

Together, through initiatives like ‘One Church,
One School’, we continue to build a stronger

community, enrich lives, and share the joy of

cultural celebrations.

Students and teachers receiving the gifts.

MW members preparing the gift packs.

PELITA METHODIST G Issue One



"1
o]
>
—
c
=
b

Bekunsi Ka Jaku Tuhan di Kota Kinabalu
Methodist Preaching Point

Oleh Mr Jefri Ngalambai

eserimbai enggau pejalai ngulo Aum Area
B Executive Committee (AEC), Council of
Trustees (COT) enggau Council of Education
(COE) Sabah/Sarawak kena 15 February, Presiden
SIAC, Reverend Bonnie Sedau sempat nemuai
ngagai Kota Kinabalu Methodist Preaching Point
di Asia City, Kota Kinabalu.

Puji Tuhan, Reverend Bonnie mega udah diberi
peluang bekunsi ka ajar iya nengah Joshua 1: 1-18
maya Sembiang Minggu nya. Maya penemuai nya
President SIAC disempulang Tuai Periman SIAC,
Mr Andrew Shilling enggau Chairman Bod Belanja
SIAC, Mr Jefri Ngalambai.

Bala temuai ari SIAC meri besai terima kasih lalu
ngenataika ka pengaga ati ngagai bala anembiak
gereja Methodist ba Preaching Point nya ti
diketuaika Paderi sida, ianya Rev Fionalisa Aldrin
enggau bala tuai gereja ti bukai.

Sepengudah tembu sembiang, sempat mega bala
bekelala enggau bala ti bisi datai sereta merarau
enggau bala sida.
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Berita Dri SIAC - Penampok Pengereja
Pemela di Gereja Menoa

Oleh Mr Jefri Ngalambai

(Pengereja Bod Multimedia, Archive & Information)

uji Tuhan, kena 18 January & 8 February
P2025, bisi 2 buah Gereja Menoa SIAC
udah ngator LCEC Retreat ti diaduka nengah
Komiti Pelajar Kristian sida.

Kena 18 January, 2025 bisi 15 iku bala kaban
KGM di Gereja Methodist Iban Bandaraya

Miri udah sama ngulo penampok seharinya.
Speaker ti dikangauka maya nya, ianya Mr
Jefri Ngalambai (Chairman Bod Pengator &
Pengiga Belanja SIAC) udah bekunsi ka topik
“The Dynamics of Local Church” ti besangkut-
paut enggau bidang pengawa kaban Komiti
Gereja Menoa ti bepelansarkan “Methodist
Book of Discipline.” Sama bisi ngulo
penampok seharinya ianya Pastor In-Charge,
Reverend Brendstein Kulleh ti udah meri
devotion kena ngepun ka penampoknya. Pia
mega Mr Jambi Jawat (Tuai Periman GMIM)
enggau Mr Dominic Untam (Chairman LCEC)
sama bisi datai ngulo penampok seharinya.

Penampok ti sama mega bisi diator di Gereja
Methodist Iban Bandaraya Kuching kena 8
February. Bisi 24 iku bala kaban KGM enggau
pemela ti bukai sama mega ngulo penampok
ti sama di Gereja Methodist Iban Bandaraya
Kuching. Leboh maya nya, Reverend Steward
Damat (PIC) udah ngepun ka sesi enggau
devotion lalu Mr Jefri Ngalambai sekali

agik bekunsi ka topik ti sama baka di GMIM
lalu mega bisi ngator tanya-saut pasal ator
pengawa pemela gereja.

Bala ti datai ngulo 2 iti penampok tu udah
bulih penerang enggau penemu ti dalam agi
ba pekara enggau chara nyadi pemela di
gereja menoa nitihka pemansang pengawa
enggau utai ti nyadi kemaya hari tu.

Kitai besampi lalu ngarapka sesi penampok
baka tu, tau mega diator di gereja-gereja
menoa ke bukai kelebih agi maya timpoh

bala kaban KGM ti agi baru mangku pengawa
nyadi pemela ba gereja menoa sida. Kelimpah
ari nya, penampok bakatu tau nyadi ka
peluang dikena bala ketuai-ketuai gereja
enggau paderi betukar-tukar ka penemu kena
ngemansangka pengawa nyadi pemela di
gereja kitai.
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MCKL’s High Achievers

Soaring Overseas:

(% METHODIST
From MCKL to the World

rom MCKL to the world, our high achievers continue to make waves at top universities

across the globe. Two such outstanding alumni, Damien Chim and Sia Rei Zen, have

exemplified excellence in their academic journeys, earning full scholarships to the University of

Sydney and Kyoto University, respectively. Their stories showcase how determination, strategic

planning, and the right academic foundation can lead to incredible opportunities.

Damien Chim: A Leap of Faith to A Level
and Beyond

Currently pursuing a degree in Computer
Science at the University of Sydney on a full
scholarship, Damien Chim’s achievements are
nothing short of extraordinary. His accolades
include securing a Top in the World score

for AS Level Physics during the Outstanding
Cambridge Learners Award, November
2023 Exam Series—an exceptional feat that
cements his place among the brightest young
minds in the field. For Damien, the decision to
enrol in Cambridge A Level (CAL) at MCKL

was driven by opportunity and ambition.

“After high school, | was unsure about which
field to pursue, so | decided on A Levels. Upon
research, it was clear that MCKL is among the
top providers in Malaysia. When | saw that

they had just set up a campus in Penang with

generous scholarships, | took a leap of faith.
Looking back, it was one of the best decisions
| have made.”

This choice provided Damien with a strong
academic foundation and ultimately led him
to one of his greatest achievements—the
Outstanding Cambridge Learner Award for
AS Level Physics. Earning the Top in the
World award for Physics was a defining
moment.

“This award is a testament to my passion for
Physics. | have dedicated an extensive amount
of effort to mastering it, and this recognition
is incredibly rewarding—not just for me but
also for my parents and my lecturer, Mr Ban,

who supported me every step of the way.”

His dedication and perseverance paved the
way for his full scholarship to the University
of Sydney, where he now pursues his passion
in Computer Science.

Damien highlights the importance of deep
understanding and consistent practice.

“To excel in A Levels, you need to understand
the concepts thoroughly before applying
them. The questions can be tricky, and
surface-level knowledge won’t be enough.
Practice is key—keep testing yourself and
don’t hesitate to seek help when needed.”
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Sia Rei Zen: A Journey to Kyoto University
with AUSMAT

From MCKL to Kyoto University, Sia Rei
Zen’s story is one of resilience, strategic
planning, and academic excellence. As a
Western Australian Certificate of Education
(AUSMAT) graduate at MCKL, Sia is

now pursuing a Degree in Economics at
Kyoto University on a full scholarship—an
achievement he describes as surreal.

For Sia, choosing AUSMAT at MCKL was a
calculated decision.

“MCKL offered the right mix of structure and
support, making it an ideal place to focus

on academics and get the most out of the
AUSMAT programme.”

His efforts paid off in the best way possible—
gaining entry into one of Japan’s most
prestigious universities on a full scholarship.

“It felt surreal. Everything | worked so hard for
finally paid off. Getting into Kyoto University
without financial worries was an incredible
blessing, reminding me that all those late
nights and sacrifices were worth it.”

METHODIST EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Sia attributes much of his success to the
supportive learning environment at MCKL.
Being surrounded by driven and supportive
classmates made a huge difference, keeping
him motivated throughout his studies. His
teachers played a crucial role, taking the time
to help him understand complex material and
providing encouragement when challenges
arose. Their guidance had a significant
impact on his confidence and academic
performance. The final stretch before exams
was particularly intense, filled with late-

night study sessions, group revisions, and
the mounting pressure to excel. Although
exhausting, it was one of the most rewarding
experiences of his journey, preparing him for
future challenges.

Sia urges AUSMAT students to be prepared
for a rigorous but rewarding journey.

“Time management is key. Start building
solid study habits early, and don’t hesitate to
reach out to teachers and friends for support.
AUSMAT opens many doors—stay focused
and take it one step at a time.”

A Legacy of Excellence at MCKL

Both Damien Chim and Sia Rei Zen’s
journeys illustrate how MCKL provides

the right academic foundation, guidance,
and opportunities for students to thrive at
top universities worldwide. Their inspiring
stories serve as a beacon for future MCKL
students, proving that with determination,
perseverance, and the right support, global
success is within reach.

» Established in 1984 under The Methodist Church in Malaysia

» Provides financial aid to needy students pursuing higher
education in a local tertiary institution

» Assisted more than 2,000 Malaysians to obtain a diploma or
first degree since inception

Methodist Education Foundation
RHB Account NO. 2-14389-0007038-9
and email the bank-in slip to mef@methodistchurch.org.my

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX-EXEMPTED




Choosing a Holistic,

Character-Based Education at
Wesley Methodist School

Image: Courtesy from WMS Ipoh (International)

n today’s rapidly evolving world, education
must go beyond academics to prepare
students for life. At Wesley Methodist School

(WMS), we provide a well-rounded, character-

driven education that empowers students not
only to excel academically but also to grow
holistically in character, social-emotion and
spiritual dimensions.

Holistic Development for Every Student

At WMS, we nurture each student’s potential
by focusing on their mind, body, and spirit.
Our curriculum fosters a love for learning
while encouraging personal development
through a wide array of subjects,
extracurricular activities, and growth-oriented
programmes. This holistic approach ensures
students gain confidence, resilience, and a
strong sense of identity.

Students playing basketball as one of their
extra-curricular activities

Students working on assignments
in the library

Character Building at the Core

Character building is at the heart of our
Methodist Education. At WMS, we hold the
core values of God-centeredness, Integrity,

Respect for Life, and Excellence with Humility.

Through classroom discussions, leadership
opportunities, and community service,

we teach our students the importance of
living out these principles in everyday life,
preparing them to lead with compassion and
make meaningful contributions to society.

Girls’ & Boys’ Brigade
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Worldview Spiritual Formation Rooted in
Christian Values and Beliefs

Our Christian-based education offers
students a strong moral foundation, helping
them to develop a worldview that we envision
will help them navigate life’s challenges
with purpose and grace. With regular
chapel services and spiritual guidance and
programmes, students are encouraged to
explore their faith, build a relationship with
God, and cultivate a sense of hope that
guides them toward a purposeful life.

Preparing Students for a Life of Impact
Choosing WMS means choosing an education
that shapes well-rounded individuals ready
to thrive in both personal and professional
spheres. Our character-based approach
equips students not only with the knowledge
to pursue their dreams but also with the
integrity and values to make a lasting positive
impact on the world.

Students worshipping at Praise Rally

To find out more about WMS, please visit us at wms-school.edu.my
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