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Prayer Network

Recruitment Notice - Council of Education

Church
Turn my eyes from worthless things, 
   and give me life through your word.* 
Reassure me of your promise, 
   made to those who fear you. 
Help me abandon my shameful ways; 
   for your regulations are good. 
I long to obey your commandments! 
   Renew my life with your goodness. (Ps 119, NLT) 
 
Pray for
| We pray for the Church that our eyes be 
open to see the reality of God's presence all 
around us, our ears be in tune to hear His 
still small voice, and our spirit be the lamp 
of the Lord.
| We pray for the pastors and leaders, that their preaching and 
message be a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that our 
faith will not rest on human wisdom, but on the power of God.

Continue to Pray Malaysia
| For fair and clean elections.
| For all those who prepare themselves for elections: to focus on 
building up the nation and improving rakyat's wellbeing, instead 
of tearing down one another and involving in immature political 
bickering.
| For the government to walk the talk: fulfill what has been prom-
ised to the rakyat, quick to examine its own integrity instead of 
blaming others for any alleged wrongdoing, consistent in imple-
menting policies in all areas, without fear or favour.
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Christians & Nation-Building:
The Electoral Process
Have you registered as a voter?

World Methodist Council 2011
第20届世界卫理大会
Jesus Christ: For the Healing of the Nations

The Wisdom of Men and
the Power of God.
Basing ministry on the true foundation of faith
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The Life and Ministry of John Sung by Lim Ka-
Tong, PhD
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Private School Director
| FUNCTION OF WORK:
Oversee and support the growth and development of Private 
Methodist Schools
| LEVEL OF WORK:
Management, Administration and Supervision
| CRITERIA
Should have experience in management and marketing in the 
private sector and/or educational administration, Possess a De-
gree in Education or equivalent, Well-informed on assessment 
and monitoring.
Able to contribute to the professional development of colleagues 
through coaching and mentoring, demonstrating effective prac-
tice, and providing advice and feedback. Innovative and entre-
preneurial.
Superior written and verbal communication skills. Be a commit-
ted Christian.

Finance Assistant
| FUNCTION OF WORK:
Data entry, payment vouchers
| CRITERIA
Christian, Possess a Diploma/LCCI/CAT in Accounting, Work-
ing experience of at least 2-3 years in accounts, 25-35 years old
Good English speaking and writing skills, Computer knowledge 
(Word, Excel).  Experience in MYOB is added advantage.

Closing date: 15 December 2011
Email to contact.us@MethodistEducation.edu.my or Post or fax 
your resume to :
The Executive Director
Methodist Education Centre
67, Jalan 5/31,
46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Fax: 03-79583346; Tel:   03-79565310



ecently, one of our Annual 
Conference Presidents  car-
ried out a survey in his con-
ference. It was found that 
only  40% of the members 

had registered as voters, and only 70% of 
those registered actually voted. This means 
that only 28% of all eligible voters in his 
conference voted at the last election!?

Without  going into the details, what is 
clear is that the Bible teaches that Chris-
tians should live as responsible citizens. In 
saying, ‘Give to Caesar what is  Caesar’s, 
and to God what is God’s’  (Luke 20:25), 
Jesus tells us  that  it is  right for us  to pay 
our taxes. Paul reminds us that it is proper 
to  obey the nation’s laws and submit to the 
governing authorities of our day, ‘for there 
is  no authority  except that which God has 
established’  (Rom 13:1). Moreover, we are 
to  pray for everyone, including ‘for kings 
and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all  godliness 
and holiness’ (1 Tim 2:2).

The New Testament teachings on re-
sponsible citizenship were given in a totali-
tarian setting, where the power of the Ro-
man government was absolute. Today we 
live in a democracy, even though it is 
sometimes flawed. Within a democracy, 

the same principle of responsible citizen-
ship  would demand that we participate 
meaningfully in the electoral process. We 
cannot take the view that  politics is dirty 
and therefore we should stay clear of it 
completely. This cannot be a responsible 
Christian response. As the saying goes, 
‘Evil triumphs when good men do noth-

ing!’ Unfortunately, this happens far too 
often.

(This is not the place for me to go into 
detail arguments  for Christian involvement 
in  politics. For those seeking more on this, 
I would  recommend two books: John Stott, 
Issues Facing Christians Today, 4th ed., 
[2006], especially pp. 23-94; and Ronald J. 
Sider, The Scandal of  Evangelical Politics 
[2008].)

What does this mean for us?  The first 
and simplest thing is  to VOTE! In a later 
article I will  discuss at length the origins of 
modern democracy. But here I merely wish 
to  note that the modern idea of democracy, 
wherein every person has the right to vote, 
is  deeply  rooted in  the Christian faith, and 
did not come from somewhere else. The 
idea that all  human beings possess an inal-
ienable dignity, irrespective of class, sex, 
race, education, belief, and even physical 
and mental  wholeness or disability, is 
rooted in the biblical idea that all  of us bear 
within  us the sacred ‘image of God’ (Gen 
1:26f). Because of this, all  of us share a 
fundamental equality before God which 
transcends all other differences. Thus, 
more than anyone else from another relig-
ious  faith, the Christian has an inherent  
responsibility to defend this principle. 
When we fail  to vote in a modern democ-
racy, we are actually  denying a fundamen-
tal tenet of our faith. We are failing to live 
up to what the Bible teaches.

In some countries like Australia and 
Singapore voting is compulsory, but not 
ours. Nevertheless, it is a Christian respon-
sibility  to vote at every election. To do this 
one must first be registered as a voter. The 
SPR (Suruhan Pilihan  Raya or Election 
Commission of Malaysia) has been urging 
all citizens  to register. And since the next 
General Election is impending, there is  a 
measure of urgency to do so.

How does one register as a voter?  If you 
are doing it on your own, it  can be done 
online. Alternatively, you can register at 
the State Election Office or a Post Office. 
You can also get your church to contact the 
SPR to come on a Sunday to carry  out a 
registration exercise when everyone is 
around. I would therefore urge all pastors 
and LCECs of our churches to look into 
this matter and act on it quickly.

Further, after the registration exercise, it 
is  important that everyone checks that their 
registration has been properly processed to 
ensure that they are now on the electoral 
roll in their respective constituencies. This 
is  important as there have been innumer-
able cases when those who have registered 
suddenly find their names missing. This 
checking process  can be easily done online 

at: http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/daftarj/daftarbi. 
aspx. The final step in this process  is  that, 
having registered, we should make the 
actual effort to cast our votes on election-
day.

The next question is how do we decide 
for whom to vote? It would not be proper 
for me to tell  you who to support. The 
principle of democracy means that  each of 
us  must  exercise our God-given right to 
vote thoughtfully and prayerfully, but 
freely without coercion from anybody. But 
here are four guidelines. First and fore-
most, as in all things in life, our decisions 
must be principled and not  based on short-
term gain for ourselves. Our vote at every 
election is a God-given privilege and re-
sponsibility, and never to be sold for 
money, ‘datukships’, or anything that 
smacks of personal gain! 

Second, we must avoid basing our 
choice primarily on race or religion, al-
though that  is what  many people do. Un-
fortunately, good and bad candidates come 
from all racial or religious backgrounds. I 
think we should first and foremost ask the 
question of which candidate has a track  
record of integrity in personal life, keeping 
promises made and willingness to work 
hard for the people.

As an  example, I was visiting a certain 
part of Sarawak earlier this year before the 
State Elections. When I asked the locals 
who they would vote for, some commented 
that even though the present  ADUN was 
their own relative, they would not vote for 
him because he had done nothing for the 
people. He had not even helped to improve 
the road that  connected the constituency to 
the nearest large town! Thus  even before 
the results were out, I already had a good 
idea of who would win in that place. So 
choose candidates with integrity and who 
have the people’s interest at heart.

A third guideline is  to ask  what  the party 
or coalition (whether BN or PR) stands for. 
Issues to which we need to pay special  
attention are corruption, abuse of power, 
racial chauvinism and religious intoler-
ance. We need to read between the lines 
and go beyond the slogans. One may shout 
slogans about unity and mutual  respect, but 
may still be continuing  to push agendas 
which undermine the unity of the nation or 
promote religiously intolerant policies  
behind the scenes.

 A fourth guideline is to work at  building 
a genuine two-party system in the politics 
of our nation. One sees this repeatedly in 
the best examples of democracy in the 
world. Why is that important? Because the 
possibility of a genuine choice of two par-
ties for voters keeps the party in power on 
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its toes! Lord Acton, the famous British  
jurist once said, ‘Power corrupts, and abso-
lute power corrupts absolutely!’ The possi-
bility  that one can lose power in the next 
election acts as a powerful check against 
the abuse and corruption of power.

For example, our Prime Minister has in 
recent months taken some really signifi-
cant initiatives in an attempt to bring  seri-
ous reform to the nation. These include 
introducing the KPI’s for various Minis-
tries and Government Departments, eco-
nomic reforms, and the latest announce-
ment about doing away with oppressive 
laws such as the ISA and Printing Presses 
Act. These are highly laudable and, if 
genuinely pursued, will  benefit the citizens 
immensely. Let us therefore hope and pray 
that they would be diligently pursued by 
the present government. However, it is 
doubtful that the BN would have been 
willing to launch into such changes had it 
not been for the 8 March 2008 General 
Election! What that election showed was 
that, for the first time since Merdeka, the 
ruling coalition is in  danger of losing 
power. Hence reform for them became 
imperative!

Beyond registering and voting thought-
fully, some Christians may find themselves 
led further into actual participation in party 
politics or even becoming candidates  in 
elections. Not all of us are called to  this 
kind  of involvement. But we should not be 
afraid to get involved if we have the gift-
ing and the calling. However, one should 
first check one’s motives. Is  there a genu-
ine desire to see real moral and socio-
political transformation in our nation?  Are 
we willing to pay the cost  of truly serving 
the people?  Or are we in it  because of the 
hope of personal gain and advancement? 
To answer this honestly requires careful 
discernment with the help of a few really 
trusted friends who know us well  and who 
will  be ruthlessly honest with us. And 
much prayer is needed.

My final comments are for the pastors of 
our churches. You and I are called to be 
spiritual shepherds for all, both  those in 
government and those in opposition. 
Therefore, unlike the laypeople, we should 
not be directly  involved in party politics. 
The moment we become partisan in party 
politics, we cut off those on the ‘other 
side’. Once that happens, we lose our 
credibility as pastors! This does not mean 
that we cannot decide who or which party 
we should support in an election. But that 
is  a private decision, as opposed to coming 
out publicly in  support of one party  or 
another. Personally, I have good Christian 

friends on both  sides, who I deeply respect 
for their faith, integrity and hard work for 
the people of our nation. And whenever 
necessary, I will  do what  I can  to give 
them pastoral and moral support.

Sometimes, as pastors  we are asked to 
go  and pray for a candidate from our 
church. It gets even more complicated if 
both  candidates from opposing parties 
come from our own church—as it has  
happen before! My suggestion is  this. If 
we are to pray for a candidate, make sure 
that it is not at one of his  party campaign 
functions. That would  be taken as publicly 
supporting that party. Rather, insist that  if 
the candidate wishes to be prayed for, it 
should be done in church or at his home.

How do we pray for him? Pray that his 
motives will be pure, and that God will 
guide and protect him through the election 
process. Pray that he will truly  serve God 
and the people if elected and that he will 
be protected from the corruption of power. 
Assure him that, whether win or lose, he 
still has  our love and our pastoral  care. 
Give him all  the prayer support and en-
couragement he needs. Commend and  
encourage him for any good work. But 
never be afraid to do what Nathan did to 
King  David when the latter failed terribly 
in  his duties  as a political  leader, which is 
to  rebuke him fearlessly (2 Sam 12). Oth-
erwise, we will be failing in our duties as 
pastors!

Special
World Methodist Council 2011

苏慈安 会长

第20届世界卫理大会
南非Durban举行

第二十届世界卫理大会今年于8月4
至8日假南非德班 (Durban) 举行，
约有3千代表从73个国家而来。这
个5年一次的大会其目的乃是彼此了
解和支持全球卫理公会的事工，以
及促进合一。马来西亚卫理公会共
派出9位代表参加。

在大会未开始前，世界卫理公会
理事会于8月1-3日先召开会议，报
告及肯定过去5年各委员会的事工并
且讨论和展望以下有关事工：与各
宗派合一和对话的成果与方向；全
球卫理公会高等教育的发展；全球
布道事工；关注家庭生活的演变和
挑战；社区和国际的趋向及契机；
崇拜与礼仪的切实性以及青年领袖

的培训和领导。
另外，我们也选出新一届的理事

会：主席为巴西卫理公会 Paulo 
Lockmann 会督; 总干事为南非卫理
公会 Ivan Abrahams 会督。

8 月 4 -8 日卫理大会主要的节目
是每天早上由美国杜克神学院教授
Joy Moore 博士带领查经会；四位讲
员主讲大会主题：耶稣——万民的
医治者；另有23个工作坊。

大型布道会万人街头游行
卫理大会另外有3个特别事件：
8月5日晚上在德班境内8个地区举
行大型布道大会，千人蒙恩得救。
8月6日颁赐“卫理公会世界和平

奖” (Methodist Peace Award) 给尼
日利亚“和平村” (Amaudo – Vil-
lage of Peace) 的创办人 Rosalind 
Colwill 姐妹。她专关怀那些精神痴
呆，学习障碍和犯有麻风病的人
士，让他们得到全人的照顾，长达
30年左右。

8月7日星期天下午大会发动万人
街头福音游行，由国际会议中心行
走到德班市政局，目的在于向市民
和全国的人宣告耶稣和卫理教会的
存在。对我们马来西亚卫理公会的
代表来说，参加这5年一次的世界卫
理大会是有启发性 (inspirational) ，
教育性 (educational) 和联系性的 
(fraternal) ，使我们获益不浅。

76

《
卫
理
报
》
提
供
照
片

Check Your Status
Do take time to check your voting eligibil-
ity at http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/daftarj/dafta
rbi.aspx
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World
Methodist 
Council/
Conference 2011 

The World Methodist Council  and  Confer-
ence met in Durban, South Africa from the 
1st of August 2011 till 8th August 2011 
under the banner of the above theme. The 
Council met from the 1st till the 3rd and 
the Conference from the 4th till the 8th. 
The Council  was more a business session 
whereas the Conference was more a cele-
bration of the larger body of Methodists 
coming together to worship, study God’s 
Word, listen to renowned speakers, etc.

World Methodist Council (WMC)
The Methodist  Church in Malaysia was  
allowed to send two delegates. Rev. Dr. Su 
Chii Ann, President of the Sarawak Chi-
nese Annual Conference and Mr. Anthony 
Row were selected by GCEC to represent 
the MCM at this meeting.

One hundred and thirty years ago the 
first Methodist Ecumenical Council was 
held at Wesley’s Chapel Methodist Church, 
City Road in London England. Four hun-
dred leaders from the Methodist/Wesleyan 
family from around the world  gathered and 
formed what is  now The World Methodist 
Council. Today the Council is  composed of 
seventy-four member churches which have 

ministries in more than 132 countries.
The Methodist/Wesleyan family of forty 

five million Church members and follow-
ers of Jesus Christ are engaged in minis-
tries which reach over seventy five million 
people helping them to become reconciled 
to  God and to each other through Jesus 
Christ.

The five-hundred member Council meets 
every five years. It is a self-governing body 

which derives  its advisory and administra-
tive authority from the churches which 
constitute its membership.

This year the WMC elected a new Gen-
eral Secretary in the person of Rev. Ivan 
Abrahams. He is the Presiding Bishop of 
the Methodist Church of South Africa. He 
succeeds Rev. Dr. George Freeman. The 
Council also, as part of its  deliberations, 
elected other new staff, Officers, members 

of the Presidium, Standing  Committee 
Chairpersons and Operational Committee 
Chairpersons.

During this Council  meeting, a signifi-
cant amount of time was spent in approv-
ing a new Constitution to govern the affairs 
of the Council. As always, when dealing 
with  Constitutions, it was a long drawn and 
tedious affair. At  times tempers flared and 
at times there was a lot of jovial banter. 
Everyone wanted to have a say and the 
Chairperson had a very difficult time trying 
to  balance time constraints and allowing 
everyone to speak. The whole proceeding 
reflected  many of our Annual/General 
Conference sessions. It  was not a place for 
the faint hearted. Some took the easy way 
out and skipped the sessions and went 
shopping  or sight-seeing. The two of us 
took  our task seriously and participated  
actively in  all the sessions and did not give 
in to the temptation to do otherwise.

The WMC also received reports  from 
various committees on Youth and Young 
Adults, Education, Social & International 
Affairs, etc. Most of the reports can be 
found at the WMC website (www.worldme 
thodistcouncil.org).

Our impression of the WMC is  that it is 
very much driven by the Churches in the 
North as they were the main contributors 
of finance. As  for Asia it is  apparent that 
most have very little knowledge of what 

the Methodists are doing or how we are 
faring. Their only knowledge was of the 
Korean and Singapore Churches. The rest 
of us don’t seem to exist. We made our 
observations known at private and open 
sessions. No one responded to  what we had 
to  say, except to comment during tea-
breaks that what we stated were valid 
points. We did have a talk with the new 
General Secretary and asked that this issue 
be addressed in future meetings.

World Methodist Conference
The purpose of the Conference is  to help 
realise a wider awareness and support for 
the ministries in  which the Methodist/
Wesleyan family is  involved, and to help 
establish unity within the Body of Christ. 
Its purpose is inspirational, educational and 
fraternal in nature. The Conference is 
composed of duly nominated members of 
the Council, as well as Delegates repre-
senting member Churches and Accredited 
visitors, etc.

The delegation from Malaysia increased 
from two to nine members with the arrival 
of Rev Boh Che Suan (President, CAC), 
Rev Ling Heu Uh (President SPAC), Rev. 
T. Jeyakumar, (TRAC), Rev. Dr. Ng Geok 
Hooi, (CAC) Mr. Hii Chi Chong, (SCAC), 
Mr. Wong Hai Yew (SPAC) and Mr. Wan 
Fook Chean (CAC).

The Conference sessions were more 
heart-warming. Led by different choirs 
everyday, the worship services were very 
enriching. Prayers, music and hymns from 
different parts of the world, readings, re-
flections made it a joy to be in South Af-
rica, in  the midst of other Methodists. Bi-
ble Studies were led by the Rev. Dr. Joy 
Moore an ordained Elder from UMC. She 
provoked us to think outside of the box as 
her preaching was not  confined to the nor-
mal manner of doing bible study. She re-
minded us that  we have become too famil-
iar and know by heart, texts/verses without 
really knowing/understanding the story  
behind them. She also reminded us that 
God is not fooled by our slogans/bumper 
stickers and catch phrases on our t-shirts. 
We have to live our faith  out  in community 
and not just in isolation. Unless the Church 
really lives and witnesses as  “community”, 
the world will never take us or the Lord we 
profess seriously.

The address by Archbishop Elias Cha-
cour of Nazareth, Galilee was absolutely 
inspiring. He kept us glued to our seats as 
he recounted story after story of happen-
ings  that were going on in Israel. He la-
mented that the world at  large does not 
know the truth of happenings and suffer-
ings  of Arabs, Arab Christians, Palestinians 

and Palestinian Christians  in Israel. He 
invited us not to be just tourists to the Holy 
land but to come and visit  them too and to 
listen to their “real” stories.

Another high point of the Conference 
was the awarding of the World Methodist 
Peace Award 2011 to Ros Colwill and the 
work of the Amuado Itumbauzo Methodist 
Church Nigeria. Her testimony during the 
presentation was  indeed inspiring. She 
recounted how she used to daily, pass by 
people who were mentally ill or having 
learning difficulties and one day the Lord 
moved her heart and inspired her to do 
something about it. In  collaboration with 
the local communities and under the aus-
pices of the Methodist Church  Nigeria , she 
opened Amaudo (Village of Peace). Her 
work has led to hope for people with men-
tal problems in Nigeria.

On Sunday morning we worshipped in 
different Methodist  Churches  in Durban. 
And in  the afternoon it  was time for “Jabu-
lani”(joyous abundance)- celebrating jabu-
lani by marching through the streets of 
Durban culminating with a worship  service 
on  the footsteps of the City Council build-
ing. It  was quite amazing to be part of this 
and to see the peoples of Durban come out 
in great numbers to greet all of us.

The Conference closed on the final  day 
with  the installation of new officers and 
Holy Communion.

It was  time to leave Durban, South Af-
rica and we left with many lingering 
memories. The rich “ubuntu”(fellowship), 
making new friends, a reminder that we are 
“ubunye”(one) , to enjoy and experience 
“amandla”(power, energy, life force) of the 
music and dancing of Africa, which 
brought life to the worship services and 
every time we congregated. It  was also a 
time to celebrate with the peoples of Af-
rica, a continent ravaged by famines, wars, 
killings, oppression, and  who now are pro-
viding  new leadership and meaning to 
Christian life through their “liberated 
“singing, dancing, praying, preaching, and 
theology. It  was refreshing to be part  of 
such experiences.  

We further enjoyed the fellowship 
amongst ourselves. We bonded, shared 
about our churches, our Conferences, we 
looked out for one another and felt respon-
sible to ensure that  everything was alright 
with  us. We are grateful to God for giving 
us  this opportunity through the General 
Conference to be part  of all that happened 
in  Durban. In many ways we were blessed 
and our lives were enriched. [Mr. Anthony 
Row, member of the Tamil  Annual Confer-
ence and the Secretary of the General Con-
ference.]

BY ANTHONY ROW

Special

Jesus Christ: For the Healing of the Nations

World Methodist 
Peace Award 2011 
Rev. Dr. Su Chii Ann, President of the 
Sarawak Chinese Annual Conference and 
Ros Colwill whom she she opened Amaudo 
(Village of Peace) in Nigeria. 

Delegates of The Methodist Church in Malaysia in World Methodist Council.
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Selangor District 
Kairos Youth Camp

Greetings in  Jesus’  Name. We had our 
district youth camp on 01st – 03rd April, 
2011 at Malaysian Bible Seminary, Kun-
dang. The theme was “Declare His Glory 
Among The Nations, His Wonders 
Among All Peoples” (Psalms 96:3). 124 
youths  attended this camp and this year the 
camp was based on practical  ministry. We 
focused at three areas of ministry such as 
Social Concerns, Missions and Evangel-
ism. The entire program was arranged in 
line with these three areas of ministry. 

 One the second day of the camp we had 
workshops on Social Concerns, Missions 
and Evangelism. After the lunch, the 
youths  went out for practical ministry. We 
have divided them into three groups ac-
cording to  the ministries. The details of the 
ministry are as below:

Group 1 (Social Concerns) 
This group visited Anne’s Cottage Chil-

dren Home in Country Home, Rawang. 
There the youths helped them painting the 
home (rooms), draw some pictures  on the 
wall, had games and did some art and craft 
work with the children at the home.

Group 2 (Missions) 
This group visited an Orang Asli Kam-

pung (Kampung Sungai Kelubi) in Ra-
wang. Here the youths painted the church 
in  the village, clean the village and had 
played few games with the children. 

Group 3 (Evangelism) 
This group cleaned Rajawali Apartment 

in  Country Home, Rawang and distributed 
tracks, and conducted a survey to find out 
those do not  have birth certificate and iden-
tity  card in Palma Apartment in Country 
Home, Rawang. Here, some of the youths 
had the opportunity to pray for the few 
families lived in the flats.    

On the last day of the camp, God called 
and anointed many youths for His ministry. 

The youths  had  a wonderful  and  meaning-
ful camp this year. The practical ministry 
time enabled youths to gain a little experi-
ence on going out and doing God’s work. 

I believe that many servants of the God 
will  be raised from the Selangor District 
MYF. Here I would like to thank my Al-
mighty God for blessing the Selangor Dis-
trict MYF to have a meaningful  and won-
derful camp. 

I also would like to thank the co-workers 
or Christ (Selangor District Superintended, 
Rev. P. Tevaraji, Selangor District Pastors, 
Selangor District MYF EXCO & Counsel-
lors, Selangor District Churches, Local 
MYF, Camp Speakers, Rev. Kunabalan and 
MYF Rawang) for their support and co-
operations. Kindly continue to uphold this 
youth group in  your prayers, so that they 
will  be able to shine for the Lord. [Rev. 
Jeremiah Thomas is Associate Youth Direc-
tor, Selangor  District, Tamil Annual Con-
ference. ]

BY REV. JEREMIAH THOMAS

,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; ehkj;jpy; 
tho;j;Jf;fs;. fle;j 01-03.04.2011-y; 
rpyhq;$H khfhz thypg Kfhk; 
kNyrpa Ntjhfk gs;spapy; 
eilg;ngw;wJ. ,k;Kfhkpd; 
fUg;nghUs; [hjpfSf;Fs; mtUila 
kfpikiaAk;> rfy [dq;fSf;Fs;Sk; 
mtUila mjpraq;fisAk; 
tpthpj;Jr; nrhy;Yq;fs; (rq;fPjk; 
96:3). ,k;Kfhkpy; 124 thypgHfs; 
fye;Jf; nfhz;ldH. ,t;thz;L 
thypg Kfhk; r%fr; Nrit> 
mUl;gzp kw;Wk; RtpN\rk; Copaq;f-
spy; mbg;gilapy; elj;jg;gl;lJ. 

Kfhkpd; ,uz;lhk; ehspy;> 
thypgHfs; r%fr; Nrit> mUl;gzp 
kw;Wk; RtpN\rk; vd;w jiyg;Gfspy; 
elj;jg;gl;l gl;liwfspy; fye;Jf; 
nfhz;ldH. mjd; gpwF> thypgHfs; 
%d;W FOthfg; gphpe;J Copa 
mDgtj;jpw;fhf ntt;NtW 
,lj;jpw;Fr; nrd;wdH. mt;Co-
paq;fspd; tptuq;fs; fPo;tWkhW: 

FO 1 (r%fr; Nrit)
,e;j FO ‘fd;wp Xk;“> uthq;fpYs;s 

‘vd;]; Nfhl;Nl[;” vd;w rpWtH 
,y;yj;jpw;F nrd;wdH. thypgHfs; 
mq;Fs;s ,y;y miwfSf;F rhak; 
G+Rjy;> Rthpy; glq;fs; tiujy;> 
rpWtHfSf;F tpisahl;Lfs; kw;Wk; 
rpWtHfSld; iftpidg; nghUl;fs; 
nra;jy; Nghd;w Copaq;fs; nra;jdH.   

FO 2 (mUl;gzp)
,e;j FO uthq;fpYs;s Rq;if 

nfOgp G+Htpf FbapdH fpuhkj;jpw;F 
nrd;wdH. mq;F thypgHfs; mq;Fs;s 
jpUr;rigf;F rhak; G+Rjy;> 
fpuhkj;ij Rj;jk; nra;jy; kw;Wk; 

mq;Fs;s rpWtHfSf;F tpisahl;L-
fis elj;Jjy; Nghd;w Copaq;fisr; 
nra;jdH. 

FO 3 (RtpN\rk;)
,e;jf; FO ‘fd;wp Xk;“> uth-

q;fpYs;s ,uh[htyp mLf;Fkhbiar; 
Rj;jk; nra;jy; kw;Wk; ‘ghy;kh” 
mLf;Fkhbapy; ifgpujpfs; 
nfhLj;jy; kw;Wk; gpwg;G gj;jpuk; kw;Wk; 
milahs ml;il Ma;T nra;jdH. 
,e;j ,uz;L mLf;FkhbapYs;s xU 
rpy FLk;gq;fSf;fhf  thypgHfs; 

n[gk; nra;a tha;g;Gfs; fpilj;jJ. 
,e;j Kfhkpd; ,Wjp ehsd;W> 

mNef thypgHfs; Mz;ltUila 
mgpN\fj;ijg; ngw;W>  mtHfSila 
Copa miog;igAk; 
njhpe;Jf;nfhz;ldH. ,t;thz;bd; 
thypg Kfhk; XH mjprakhd kw;Wk; 
MrPHthjkhd Kfhkhf fhzg;gl;lJ. 
tpN\rkhf> ,uz;lhk; ehspy; 
eilg;ngw;w gapw;;rp> thypgHfSf;F 
Copaj;jpy; <Lgl XH mDgtkhf 
fhzg;gl;lJ. 

rpyhq;$H khfhz thypg 
If;fpaj;jpypUe;J mNef NjtDila 
CopaHfs; vOk;GthHfs; vd;W 
tpRthrpf;fpd;Nwd;. ,t;Ntisapy; 
$l> ,e;j Mz;by; ,g;gbg;gl;l xH 
MrPHthjkhd thypg Kfhik 
elj;jpf; nfhLj;j ty;yikAs;s 
NjtDf;F Nfhlhd Nfhb ed;wp. 
mNjhL> vy;yh xj;Jiog;G kw;Wk; 
cjtp fuk; nfhLj;j vy;yh cld; 
CopaHfSf;Fk; (rpyhq;$H khfhz 
fz;fhzpg;ghsH> mUl;jpU. ngh. 
Njtuh[p> rpyhq;$H khfhz 
NghjfHfs;> rpyhq;$H khfhz thypg 
‘v];Nfh“-Tk; MNyhrfHfSk;> 
rpyhq;$H khfhz jpUr;rigfs;> 
rpyhq;$H khfhz ];jy jpUr;rig 
thypg If;fpak;> Kfhk; Ngr;rhsHfs;> 
mUl;jpU. Fzghyd; kw;Wk; uthq; 
thypg If;fpak;) vdJ kdkhHe;j 
ed;wp. ,e;j thypgHfs; midtUk; 
njhle;J Mz;ltUf;fhf vOg;gp 
gpufhrpf;f> mtHfSf;fhf 
n[gpAq;fs;.  (mUl;jpU vNukpah 
Njhkh> cjtp thypg ,af;FdH> 
rpyhq;$H khfhzk;> jkpo; tUlhe;jpu 
khehL. )

rpyhq;$H khfhz 
‘ifNuh];“ thypg 
Kfhk;
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And Jesus answered him saying, “It is written that man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” (Luke 4:4)
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The Wisdom of Men and the Power of God. Basing 
ministry on the true foundation of faith

"In coming to you brothers and sisters, I 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God, not according to excellence of word 
or of wisdom. For I decided not to know 
anything among you but Jesus Christ and 
this  one crucified. I come to you in weak-
ness and in much fear and trembling. My 
word and proclamation are not  in persua-
sive words of human wisdom but by the 
demonstration of the Spirit and power, so 
that your faith might  not be in the wisdom 
of men but  in the power of God!" (1 Cor. 
2:1-5)

Under the authority of the Word
W. A. Criswell, the pastor of First Bap-

tist  Church in Dallas, was asked one time 
by  a man who had  a business across the 
street: "Dr. Criswell, I thought you were 
the pastor of a Baptist church. How come 
all your people carry prayer books to 
church on Sunday?" Criswell smiled and 

said, "Sir, we are Baptists and those are 
Bibles, not prayer books."

Baptists  the world over have a reputation 
of urging every  man and woman to read 
the Bible for themselves, and I want to  
preserve that great  tradition. If I could 
choose a symbolic sound that Bethlehem 
Baptist Church would come to be known 
for, you know what it  would be?  The swish 
of the pages of 500 Bibles turning simulta-
neously to the morning and evening texts.

The reason is this: the source of my 
authority in this pulpit is  not my wisdom, 
nor is  it  a private revelation granted to me 
beyond the revelation of Scripture. My 
words have authority only insofar as they 
are the repetition, unfolding, and proper 
application of the words of Scripture. I 
have authority only when I stand under 
authority. And our corporate symbol of that 
truth is the sound of your Bibles opening to 
the text. My deep conviction about preach-
ing is that a pastor must show people that 
what he is saying was already said or im-

plied in the Bible. If that cannot be shown, 
it  has  no special  authority. My heart aches 
for the pastor who increases his own bur-
den by trying to come up with ideas to 
preach to his people. As for me, I have 
nothing of abiding worth to say  to you. But 
God does, and of that word I hope and pray 
that I never tire of speaking. The life of the 
church depends on it. Dr. Criswell gives an 
admonition to pastors which I think is right 
on  the money, and I take it as a great chal-
lenge. He says:  “When a man goes to 
church he often hears a preacher in the 
pulpit  rehash everything that he has read in 
the editorials, the newspapers, and the 
magazines. On the TV commentaries he 
hears that same stuff over again, yawns, 
and goes  out  and plays golf on Sunday. 
When a man comes to church, actually 
what he is saying to you is this, 'Preacher, I 
know what the TV commentator has to say; 
I hear him every day. I know what the edi-
torial writer has  to say;  I read it every day. 
I know what  the magazines have to say; I 

read them every week. Preacher, what I 
want to know is, does God have anything 
to  say? If God has anything  to say, tell us 
what it is.'”

The aim of Paul's ministry: 
faith in the power of God

So let's look at  1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Paul 
had spent about 18 months in  Corinth on 
his first visit there. Now he writes his first 
letter to warn the believers against basing 
their faith on the wisdom of men instead of 
on  God's power. One of the ways he does 
this  is to remind them of what his  aim was 
in  first coming to them and how he came. 
First we'll  talk about the aim of Paul's (and 
our) ministry. Verse 5:  Paul's  aim—his 
purpose—was that "your faith might not  be 
in  the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God." Paul stated  it again and again: "I was 
given the grace of apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations" (Rom. 
1:5). The aim of Paul's life is the aim of 
mine. And it should be the aim of every 
pastor, every seminary intern, every  Sun-
day School teacher, and every believer who 
speaks to another person: to beget and 
build faith.

But  it was possible in Paul's day  and I 
believe it is rampant in our day—in 
churches and TV and radio—to try to  build 
faith by calling attention to the wrong 
things. This has a devastating effect on the 
mission  of Christ and the church, as I think 
we can see by looking more closely at 
verse 5. Why is it so crucial that  our faith 
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God? Does it  really matter what 
our faith is  based on as long as  Christ is the 
object of our faith? For Paul it  made a 
great difference what  a preacher offers as 
the basis of faith. Why?

The reason can be found in chapter 1:  if 
you try to  base saving faith on the "wisdom 
of men," it ceases to be saving faith, be-
cause the content of that faith is  regarded 
as foolishness  by the world's wisdom. The 
genuineness of faith, and with  it eternal 
life, is at  stake in the basis we offer for 
faith. It is possible to offer a basis for faith 
which ruins  faith. There is a kind of foun-
dation which will destroy the superstruc-
ture of faith. That's why it is so crucial for 

our faith not  to rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God—because if it 
rests in the wisdom of men it is a mirage, a 
bogus faith.

The wisdom of men
What is it about the wisdom of men 

which makes it destructive to faith?  In 
verses 1 and 2 there is a contrast between 
trying to  deliver a testimony of God with 
superior words of wisdom on the one hand, 
and preaching Jesus Christ  as crucified on 
the other. Would it not be right, then, to say 
that for Paul, the "wisdom of men" is, at 
least, a use of the human mind which 
comes up with ideas  contrary to the mean-
ing of Christ's death? To put it another way, 
if we are following the dictates of merely 
human wisdom, the claim that the King 
and Creator of the world was executed like 
a criminal because we are such horrible 
sinners will simply be regarded as intoler-
able foolishness.

First Corinthians 1:18 offers a confirma-
tion  of this. What is it about the wisdom of 
men that makes it so destructive when we 
try to make it a basis for faith?  Verse 18 
says: "The word of the Cross is folly (or 
foolishness) to those who are perishing, but 
to  us who are being saved it is  the power of 
God. For it is written, I will  destroy the 
wisdom of the wise and the cleverness of 
the clever I will  thwart. Where is the wise 
man? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age?  Has not God made 
foolish  the wisdom of the world?" The way 
God made foolish the "wisdom of the 
world" (which is the same as the "wisdom 
of men" in 1 Corinthians 2:5) is by plan-
ning  a way of salvation which would be 
offensive to the wisdom of the world: 
namely, salvation through the ignominious 
execution of a lowly Jewish carpenter's  son 
turned preacher, who happened to be the 
Son  of God. The word of the Cross is fool-
ishness  to the wisdom of this world. That's 
why the wisdom of men is destructive to 
faith and why Paul  was, and we should be, 
very eager that no one turn to the wisdom 
of men as the basis of faith but that all turn 
to the power of God.

So the wisdom of men is  destructive to 
faith because it regards the word of the 
Cross as foolishness. But why does it? 
What is there about human wisdom which 
causes it to  regard Christ crucified as folly? 
Paul  gives us the answer, I think, in chapter 
1, verses 26 and following:  "Consider your 
call brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to the flesh (i.e., worldly stan-
dards), not  many were powerful, not  many 
were of noble birth; but God chose what is 
foolish  in the world to shame the wise." 

Now drop down to his purpose in verse 29: 
"so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God." God has set himself 
against the wisdom of the world so that no 
one might boast before God. The clear 
implication is that at the root and core of 
what Paul calls the "wisdom of men" is 
pride. From all  these verses, then, I suggest 
this  definition of the "wisdom of the 
world":  it  is the use of the human mind to 
achieve and maintain a ground for boasting 
before God and man. Now it begins to  
become really clear why merely human 
wisdom regards  the Cross of Christ as  
foolishness. The death of Christ on the 
cross is such a radical indictment of the 
hideousness of our sinfulness that human 
wisdom has to mount all its biggest guns to 
destroy the Cross, lest it lose its ground for 
boasting.

There are two possible responses to  the 
death of Christ for our sin: we can regard it 
as foolish and so maintain our self-
sufficiency and pride, or we can regard it 
as wisdom and so die with Christ. There is 
only  one way that leads to life. Here's how 
Paul  expresses  it in Galatians 6:14: "Far be 
it  from me to boast except in the Cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world." If we put our trust in the crucified 
Christ  for salvation, we die to  the world, 
which means we give up  every ground for 
boasting that the world, including our own 
minds, can offer. But since the "wisdom of 
men" is devoted 100 percent to maintain-
ing its ground for boasting, it  will always 
reject Christ  crucified and attempt to de-
fuse his power by calling him foolish.

So, here is what we've seen  so far:  First, 
the goal of Paul's ministry and mine and, I 
hope, yours is to  win and  to strengthen 
faith. But, secondly, it is  possible to try to 
win faith by  calling attention to the wrong 
things  and giving a faulty basis, in this case 
the wisdom of men rather than the power 
of God. It's destructive to faith if we try to 
base it on merely human wisdom. The 
reason that this is so, thirdly, is that the 
wisdom of the world regards  the word of 
the Cross as foolishness and so leads men 
away from the Cross. Fourthly, the reason 
the wisdom of men regards the Cross as 
folly is that human wisdom is the use of 
the mind to achieve and maintain pride, but 
faith in the crucified Christ  is death to 
pride and the giving up of all grounds for 
boasting, except one:  Let him who boasts, 
boast in the Lord! [To be continued on next 
issue. On July 13, 1980, John Piper 
preached the following installation sermon 
at  Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapo-
lis.]

BY JOHN PIPER

If you try to base 
saving faith on the 
"wisdom of men," 
it ceases to be 
saving faith.
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The Life and Ministry of John Sung is a 
thorough biographical study of John Sung 
(1901–1944). Sung was “a Chinese scientist 
turned preacher whose public ministry 
lasted a mere 12 years.” Yet his  impact and 
influence grew beyond China and has lasted 
till today.

What shaped John Sung? What contrib-
uted to the prominence of his ministry and 
lasting influence? How did  he make such a 
great impact in so brief a time of ministry? 

These are some questions addressed in 
the book which examines factors that made 
Sung a central figure of twentieth-century 
Asian Christianity. Based on archival and 
library research as well as personal inter-
views, significant aspects in Sung’s forma-
tive years are uncovered, including his 

childhood in China and early adult years in 
America. 

Bishop Dr Hwa Yung has praised The 
Life and Ministry of John Sung for being 
“the first properly researched work” on 
John  Sung in 50 years. He notes that the 
book  is “especially important and helpful in 
setting Sung’s  work against the background 
of the Chinese church and society in the 
first half of the twentieth century, and in 
tracing his impact to the present day.”

[Lim Ka-Tong is a graduate of Singapore 
Bible College, Dallas Theological Semi-
nary, and Asbury Theological Seminary. 
Ka-Tong also lectured at Singapore Bible 
College from 2000 to 2003. Currently serv-
ing as a pastor, he resides in Allen, Texas, 
USA with his wife, Bee Ling, and three 
teenage children, Samantha, Jeremy, and 
Steven.]
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David Chew Wei Shon
Dentistry

International Medical University

Cheryl Lee Jan Yee
Law

Taylor’s University

Choy Wei Han
Engineering

Nanyang Technological University

Nicholas Wong Keng Soon
English Literature
University of York

Erica Subhas
Medicine

Monash University Malaysia

Quay Xiao Yun
Economics

University of Manchester

Chantelly Low Bee Siew
Psychology

Australian National University

Lee Seng Keet
Pharmacy

International Medical University

Andrew Tan Wei Jien
Engineering

Union University
(on Scholarship)

Julius Chan Jun-Chung
Medicine

Universiti Sains Malaysia

Su Myat Noe
Medicine

University of Manchester

Loi Kah Hoe
Mathematics

University of Warwick

Joshua Ong Chao Hong
Commerce

University of Melbourne
(on Scholarship)

Vickram Ragunath
Accounting & Criminology

Keele University
(on Securities Commission 

Malaysia Scholarship)

Tan Li Li
Psychology & Philosophy

Oxford University
(on Scholarship)

Chew Kwang Liang
Mathematics & Economics

Yale University
(on Scholarship)

Lee Jia Sheng
Electrical & Electronic Engineering

Imperial College London
(on Shell Scholarship)

Loh Kai Syuen 
Politics, Philosophy & Economics

University of Pennsylvania
(on Maxis Scholarship)
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