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Christmas Gifts from GC, AEC and COE to Ray of Hope
Home.

Last year, the staff of the Methodist Church in Malaysia was privileged to bless the ‘Ray
of Hope' home for children.

Gifts are always nice to receive. We hope that God’s providence and blessings con-
tinually fill this home for years to come.

Wishing you a
Blessed New Year

From:
Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik & Family
and all staff of Methodist HQ
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M24/7 Prayer
Praying through in
the midst of darkness

Our eyes see darkness...and we may lose heart in continuing to
pray and watch. But, we may have forgotten that darkness is part
of creation and is made by God to serve His own purposes. God,
who is light, was in the thick darkness when Moses drew near to
Him (Ex. 20:21). In the darkness, God is revealed (1% Kg 8:12-
13,9:1-9).

The darkness is not dark for God sees the night to be as bright
as the day. Darkness and light are the same to Him (Psalm
139:12). He is able to see through the thickest darkness and
is never blinded by the darkness on earth.

In view of the above, what then should we pray as we jour-
ney forward in 2016?

Prayer for ourselves

1. Pray for humility that we understand the fact that we
who have physical eyes have no advantage over the blind
when it comes to seeing God. We may not see what God
sees.

2. Pray that our souls will continue be enlightened by grace,
staying focused in our listening to God, and keeping alert
in our ministries of praying-watching for our nation.

Prayer for His Church

1. Pray for the Malaysian Church, especially our MCM, to
have a deep awareness of God’s divine transcendence
and incomprehensibility. This will help us to grow as a
God fearing Church with humility and holiness as marks.

2. Pray that MCM will continue after God’s heart, stay
focused in growing disciples that all His people called
Methodists will engage actively in works of piety, works
of mercy, evangelism, and social justice in our communi-
ty and our nation.

Prayer for Our Land

1. Pray that God will continue to shine upon our land that
even where there is darkness, such darkness will become
luminous darkness that we see God’s heart and God’s
hand.

2. Pray for the rulers, the cabinet, all parliament members,
and civil servants, that they will use their positional lead-
ership to advance righteousness, peace and stability in
this land. Pray particularly for Christian MPs, leaders
and others in positions of influence, that they will have
the wisdom and courage to stand up for integrity. Pray
that they will find grace to stand up for justice and act for
the common good of all people.

M24/7 Prayer Secretariat
28/01/2016
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Bishop’s Message

wallets, give back to community at free markets” [by

Melita A Jalil, Malaysian Insider, 24 January 2016]. It
was reported that generous Malaysians “dug into their poc-
kets to help others in need even in a sour economy”. Not
only were stalls offering used items, but also new items
were given away at that Sunday free market in Putrajaya.
One participant, Isa Nawawi, said: “There are 4 of us. We are
just a bunch of friends who came together to do our part for
others, and we bought things that people can use daily...We
are blessed and we want to share the blessings.”

It was most touching to read the article “Malaysians open

This bunch of 4 friends reminds us of the 4 friends in Mark
2:3-4, who carried their paralyzed friend and literally deli-
vered him to the feet of Jesus — via the roof!

For the followers of Christ, these are beautiful and powerful
reminders of Ephesians 2:8-10 “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God--’ not by works, so that no one can boast.
1 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.”

The grace of God is the origin, source and cause of our sal-
vation; faith is the channel of response in receiving this sal-
vation by a confident trust and reliance upon Christ Jesus as
the sole means of obtaining salvation [ie deliverance from
the final judgement wrath of Almighty God]. Once a believer
is in Christ Jesus, that person experiences being “born again”
in the re-creative power of God, “to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.”

When we do “good works” we reflect once again the pris-
tine and unfallen state of the Garden of Eden, as intended
by God from the very beginning of creation. Even if it is
only for a moment, “good works” will reflect not alienation
but harmony with God, with creation, with other human be-
ings and with ourselves— which was the Divine intention in
the Garden of Eden. When that original Divine intention is
fulfilled — then the glory of our Father Creator will be seen.
So Matthew 5:16 declares, “In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

John Wesley teaches that in the Bible, grace, faith, and works
are necessarily connected. We possess the faith of a child of
God when in Christ Jesus God justifies us and brings us to
new birth through grace. This faith empowers us to know,
love, and trust in God, conclusively and assertively reorient-
ing and redirecting our hearts. We start to love as God loves,

and want what God wants [Gal 5:6 — faith working through
love]. Our lives begin to reflect that change and transforma-
tion when our hearts begin to be governed by new motiva-
tions and desires. Holiness of heart leads to holiness of life,
and that is revealed and shown in good works.

The bond between faith and good works is as indissoluble as
that between heart and life. John Wesley goes on to say in his
sermon - The Scripture Way of Salvation, “It is incumbent on
all that are justified to be zealous of good works, and these
are so necessary that if a man willingly neglects them, he
cannot reasonably expect that he shall ever be sanctified”.

Wesley’s good works of mercy is summarised by Wesley-
an scholar Richard Heitzenrater as being “teaching, feeding,
and clothing poor children; furnishing gainful employment
to the jobless; giving loans to struggling entrepreneurs;
visiting the sick and the prisoners; providing food, money,
clothing, shelter, books, medicine, and other essentials to the
needy” [The Imatio Christi and the Great Commandment:
Virtue and Obligation in Wesley’s Ministry with the Poor” in
The Portion of the Poor. ed., Douglas Meeks]. Heitzenrater
further asserts that “the deeds Wesley performed were un-
characteristic for an individual of such distinction and back-
ground. Wesley’s interest in social works was not normal for
an Oxford don who was educated at one of the best Oxford
colleges and was from a background of scholarly parents”.

Wesley’s social ministry was also focused on the sick. Wes-
ley’s depth of compassion is illustrated by one of his most
important sermons, “On Visiting the Sick” (1786). Wesley
established free medical clinics in London, Newcastle, and
Bristol. In addition, Wesley’s Foundry clinic is sometimes
called the first free public medical clinic in London. Wesley
is known for founding the group known as “visitors of the
sick,” in 1741 to minister throughout places with Methodist
presence.

Another category of good works [that the Methodist Church
in Malaysia also inherited] is Wesley’s educational programs.
Wesley held education to be pertinent not only to train chil-
dren, but also to liberate uneducated adults. In order to fulfil
this good work, Wesley founded schools in many places in-
cluding the Foundry, Bristol, and Newcastle, but he is most
famous for establishing the ever demanding Kingswood
School of 1748. In this aspect, the Methodist Church in Ma-
laysia continues to pursue and provide education with mis-
sion, excellence and compassion.

There are two fundamental reasons for the unbreakable bond
between faith and good works. Firstly, James [3:14] declares
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that faith without works is dead. Wesley commented that in
this James does not “oppose faith to works,” but insists “true
faith...cannot subsist without works” (Explanatory Notes
upon the New Testament). It becomes clear then that a dead
faith is not faith at all, and a faith is only living if it produces
the fruit of good works rooted in sincere and authentic re-
pentance (provided there is both time and opportunity).

The second reason for this important unbreakable bond is
that good works are not only manifestations of living faith
and a changed heart, but also means of grace for our own
growth. Works of piety such as searching the Scriptures, the
Lord’s Supper, prayer, fasting, worship, etc not only put love
into action, but are means God uses to enable our growth in
the knowledge and love of God. Wesley says that works of
mercy are likewise both manifestations of obedience to God
and love for others as well as means used by God to increase
that love and relationship with Him.

In summary, the nature of this linkage in the Scripture is:
grace enables faith; faith, in turn, produces works. Ours then
is a theology of grace and love, which has at its center the
promise of transformed hearts and lives.

In this New Year, let us then be determined to personally
and communally pursue a year of goodwill and goodworks
which is most sorely needed in our troubled land. Let us as

God’s people called Methodists, rise above the darkness and
hardness of bigotry, growing poverty, mistrust, resentment,
anger and violence enveloping our beloved country. We can
do this when we carry out specific and tangible good deeds
for strangers, neighbours, colleagues, family and nation.

It will be helpful if we bear in mind the following and act
upon them: to forgive offences more readily/willingly, to bear
wrongs patiently, to comfort the afflicted and sick, to visit the
lonely, imprisoned and infirmed, to feed the hungry and give
drink to the thirsty, to shelter the homeless and clothe the
naked, to defend the oppressed as necessary and let us not

Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.”

Luke 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

Praclical %ga
IN WORD:

One Year at the Cross Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

has put into our lives for a reason, we are com-
pelled to do what Jesus Himself would do. Offer
a miracle, or a prayer for a miracle, or a loaf of

What does a disciple of Jesus look like? If we are
fruly His disciples—in other words, if we actually try
to live like Him—then we're going to do some of
the things He did while He walked on this planet.
We're going to do what we can to heal people, to
comfort them, to teach them, to feed them, and
even fo take a firm stand in the face of falsehood.
We're going to resist the forces of darkness and live
in the light. We're going to love people however
we can, whether that comes in the form of a com-
passionate embrace of a leper or a stern rebuke
of a Pharisee. Above all, we are not going to be
passive observers of those around us.

That goes against our human nature. Both selfish
tendencies and our culture at large urge us not
to involve ourselves in things that don’t concern
us—and it's frue that the Bible never tells us to be
busybodies in other people’s affairs. But when we
encounter people with needs, people whom God

bread, or a compassionate word. We cannot
simply wish people well. We often have to be the
means by which they get well.

IN DEED:

How much of your life is spent meeting the needs
of others2 Do your resources, your time, and your
efforts go toward practical help? If you take care
of children or an aging parent, you may feel
stretched in that area already. Still, there are oth-
ers who come to your doorstep—literally or figu-
ratively—who have desperate needs, and with a
little bit of effort, you can find out what the needs
are and how to meet them.

Don't follow the frend of our society to draw firm
lines around family and friends, never reaching
beyond them. The gospel isn't about isolation, it's
about infiltrating the world with mercy. Demon-
strate mercy in practical ways.




Current Affairs

MCCBCHST : NSC Bill undermines
the constitution and civil liberties

ity, Hinduism, Sikhism and Taoism (MCCBCHST) is dis-

mayed that the National Security Council (NSC) Bill was
passed in a hurry on 3rd December, 2015 being the last day of the
Parliament’s sitting. This is because the NSC Bill has serious conse-
quences as it appears to over-ride certain provisions of the Federal
Constitution and puts civil liberties in jeopardy and abuse.

The Malaysian Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christian-

The following are some of the obnoxious features contained in the

Bill:

(i) Being a Bill dealing with National Security it should have
been formulated under Article 149 of the Federal Constitu-
tion as was done in the case of the Security Offences (Special
Measure) Act 2012.

Article 149 of the Federal Constitution concerns legislation against
subversion, actions prejudicial to public order, fear of organised vi-
olence, etc, and thus this provision should have been cited in this
NSC Bill.

(ii)) The NSC Bill also appears to have contravened Article 150
(D) of the Federal Constitution which provides “If the Yang
Di-Pertuan Agong is satisfied that a grave emergency exists
whereby the security or the economic life, or public order in
the Federation or any part thereof is threatened, he may issue
a Proclamation of Emergency making therein a declaration to
that effect.”

Thus, the NSC Bill appears to be usurping the powers of the Yang
Di-Pertuan Agong when it comes to declaring an emergency or in
the words of the NSC Bill declaring of a “security area” which has
a similar effect as a Declaration of Emergency, where then civil
liberty provisions are suspended.

Thus, the NSC which is headed by the Prime Minister, and where
members of the NSC are appointed by the Prime Minister, will be
able by declaration of a “security area” to exercise all emergency
powers under the NSC which are akin to Emergency powers in-
voked under Article 150 (I) after the Declaration of Emergency by
the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong.

(iii) The definition of “National Security” is so wide as to amount
to a “catch-all” phrase. It encompasses “sovereignty, territo-
rial integrity, defence, socio-political stability, economic sta-
bility, strategic resources, national unity, and other interests
relating to national security [Section 4 (a) of the NSC Bill].

(iv) The legislation in many areas is open-ended and vague, thus

allowing the Security Council to determine what constitutes a

security issue [see Section 18 (1) of the NSC Bill].

What makes it more obnoxious is that the Bill protects the
NSC members from any suits, thus rendering them completely
unaccountable for their actions.

(v) The security forces are also given excessive powers. They can
take possession of any land, building, or moveable property in
a security area. They also have powers to destroy any build-
ing or structure within a security area. Incredibly, there is also
power to dispense with inquests of members of the security
forces and persons killed within the security area as long as
the Magistrate is satisfied that the person had been killed in the
security area as a result of operations undertaken by security
forces.

(vi) Our NSC Bill appears to be modelled according to the US

National Security Council. But the US chapter serves as an ad-

visory and policy forum for the President of the US to discuss

national security and foreign policy matters.

A further objection to the NSC Bill is that it has over-focussed on
empowering the Prime Minister and the drafters of the Bill appear
to have completely forgotten to require the NSC to produce a Na-
tional Security Policy. It is understood that the Malaysian Govern-
ment has not produced any document on National Security Policy
until today.

Since there is no National Security Policy formulated, the NSC Bill
if not suspended, must be expanded to include representation from
other Barisan Nasional component parties in the Cabinet including
Ministers from Sabah and Sarawak so that the National Security
Policy is inclusive of all interests.

We wish to conclude by appealing to the Government to suspend
the NSC Bill. If the Bill is not suspended then it must be amended to
include Cabinet Ministers from other Barisan Nasional component
parties so that a proper National Security Policy could be formulat-
ed and followed. Finally, the Bill must allow for a legal challenge
in courts, so that any abuse could be checked. In a democracy, such
vast powers without check and balance cannot be given to a body.

16 December 2015

Daluk R.5. Mohan Shan
Deputy President

Vian Data” San Jit Hn’_-ng
Presidant
- - '
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'

Brhop Sebastuan Francis
Wice-Prosident

Sardar Jagir Singh
Vice-President
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K. Prematiaka Serisana
Hon Secretary-General
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Dacchang Tan Hoa Chieow
Vice-President




Current Affairs

CHRISTIAN FEDERATION OF MALAYSIA

PERSEKUTUAN KRISTIAN MALAYSIA

Address : 26 Jalan Universiti, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
Telephone / Fax : +603 7957 1457
Email: cfimsia@yahoo.co.uk

17 December 2015

HIGHLY OFFENSIVE FOR PUBLIC UNIVERSITY TO ENGAGE
IN DEMONISING RELIGIOUS MINORITY

The Christian Federation of Malaysia (CFM) once again protests strongly the portrayal of
Christians and the exercise of their freedom of religion as a "threat" in our multi-religious
nation, which took place at a seminar held at the Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) campus
in Lendu, Malacca on 12 December 2015.

This is the second time UiTM has conducted such a seminar, the first being in May
2014. The difference on this occasion was the participation of the Royal Malaysian Police
(PDRM), which has been defended by the Inspector General of Police himself. The police
have unfortunately allowed themselves to be drawn into this display of skewed biasness.

It is wholly unacceptable for a public university, utilising public funds, to undertake activities
that demonises a religious minority. This is highly offensive. No government should
condone such activity, and we are appalled by the seeming irresponsible inaction on the part
of the Government of Malaysia in permitting this to have taken place.

Academic freedom requires objectivity and balance, not a one-sided partisan rant and rave.
Should anyone wish to discuss this supposed threat of “Christianisation”, let it take place in
the open, with participation from the national Christian community. Let the allegations be
supported with proper research and concrete evidence, not wild anecdotes and unverified
assertions.

We call on the Government of Malaysia to put an end to the distasteful and disgusting
derogatory activities of this nature. Instrumentalities and agencies of the government, such as
the PDRM, must refrain from participating and lending legitimacy to frivolous allegations
and unsubstantiated claims.

As we enter into the celebration of Christmas, we remind the Government of Malaysia of its
constitutional obligation to protect, promote and uphold the freedom of religion and
fundamental liberties of ALL Malaysians, and not just of the Muslim majority.

Yours Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Eu Hong Seng,

Chairman and the Executive Committee,
Christian Federation of Malaysia
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The 40th Session Chinese Annual Conference —

he 40" Session Chinese Annual Con-
I ference of The Methodist Church
in Malaysia was held from 10-12
November 2015 at Port Dickson Metho-
dist Centre with the theme “Proclaiming the
Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit”. A
total of 330 delegates and deputy delegates
were present.

The Annual Conference began with the Holy
Communion service at 2:00pm. Bishop
Emeritus Dr. Hwa Yung delivered a sermon
following the theme “Proclaiming the Gos-
pel by the power of the Holy Spirit” based
on John 3:5-8. Bishop Hwa Yung pointed
out that to be involved in mission, apart
from being led and filled by the Holy Spirit,
believers must also be equipped with proper
planning, good management methods and
mission skills.

After the Holy Communion service, Presi-
dent Boh introduced the following special
guests: Datin Judy Chin, Lay Leader of
Trinity Annual Conference; Brother Cla-
rence James, Lay Leader of Tamil Annual
Conference; Rev. T. S. Moses from India
Mission District and Rev. Dr. Philip Siew,
Principal of Seminari Theoloji Malaysia.

In his address, President Boh emphasised the
importance of strengthening and reviewing
the local and overseas mission and evange-
lism strategies according to the human re-
sources and financial ability of the Annual
Conference. We would sponsor church
building in the various mission districts,
adopt churches, make visits as a way of
care and concern; nurture pastors, train dis-
ciples, grow seminarians; encourage these
mission districts to be independent and self-
financing; recruit mission partners; explore
new resources; strengthen the organisation
of mission districts and their management
structure. Our slogan is: One Village One
Church; One District One School. As for fu-
ture plans, President Boh hopes to achieve
the following six major goals through a
vision oriented Annual Conference: invol-
ving indigenous and migrant ministry;
youth ministry; to assist smaller parishes
especially in financial aid; to recruit Bro.
Ku Hock Sing as full time staff of the An-
nual Conference specialising in evangelism,

Group photo taken at Nan Pang, Myanmar

mission, indigenous and migrant minis-
tries; to form Lawyers Fellowship; and to
strengthen the financial base of the Annual
Conference.

On the night of 11 November, President
Boh also invited Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai
Teik to present some key General Confe-
rence (GC) matters, among which were the
conventions conducted in 2015; Indigenous
Mission Task Force (IMTF); mission and
evangelism; construction of an internation-
al school which cost approximately RMS55
million whereby all Annual Conferences
would be involved in the construction pro-
ject; to continue M24/7 Prayer Movement;
books and manuals published by the GC;
disaster relief work, etc.

On 12 November at 10:00am, Bishop Ong
delivered a sermon entitled “Cannot But to
Bless” based on Numbers 23:13-26. Bishop
Ong pointed out that King Balak intended
to curse the Israelites through the corrupted
Prophet Balaam. However, God warned Ba-

laam to speak only what God wanted him
to speak, that Balaam was to greatly bless
the nation of Israel, thus the enemies’ plots
never succeeded. Therefore, it is evident that
God has blessed Israel since the beginning.
Today, God still guards and watches over
His church.

At the Ordination Service, new deacons
ordained were Gan ZI Jiun, Ling How Piu,
Loo Lik Chang, Koh Kai Wei and Ting
Lian Kee; while new elders ordained were
Teng Perng Shyang, Wong Vic Cern, Wong
Pey Ling, Phan Wu Chung, Liong Weng
Choong, Tiong Lee Ying and Yeoh Siok
Earn.

At the closing ceremony, President Boh an-
nounced that the 41st Session Chinese An-
nual Conference would be held from 15-18
November 2016 at Port Dickson Methodist
Centre, co-organised by Central District 4
and assisted by South Central District. The
Annual Conference Session thus concluded

smoothly.




SIAC reached 43,572 in number!

he 40th Session of Sarawak Iban
I Annual Conference (SIAC) was
held from 29th November to 1st
December 2015. The present record-
ed number of Sarawak Iban Metho-
dists has reached 43,572, with those
above 12 numbering 27,392 and the
rest at 16,180. In 2015, 257 adults and
498 children were baptized.

This year, three pastors were ordained
as Deacons and another as Elder Rev.
Bayan Ak Penguwang is now Elder
while new Deacons are Lembai Anak
Banyang, Winnie Chendu Anak Bagong
and Olyver Alyendess Anak Broken.
Pastor Tallon Anak Tindit, Ansor Anak
Kut. Bangau Amping will retire offi-
cially next year. The Pastor joining the
ministry is Lau Lee Lam who is joining
the ordained ministry. She has been the
Director of SIAC Christian Education.

According to the Financial Report,
the total income of 2015 has reached
RM1,095, 924.99. The deficit is slight-
ly more than 100,000. This shows that
SIAC is 80% self sufficient.

The President of SIAC, Rev. Steward
Damat, accepted an interview from
the Chinese Methodist Message 2
days after the conference. He said that
2015 was also SIAC’s 40th Session.
President Damat’s key note ad-
dress focused on how God has
been faithful to the Annual Confe-
rence over the years. It has not been an
easy journey towards being self-sup-
porting, self-governing and self-propa-
gating. Brothers and sisters — in-Christ
from all the Methodist Conferences in
Malaysia and Singapore and the world
have given him great encouragement.

Group photo

Another good piece of news is that the
Iban Methodist Chuch in SibuJaya is
70% completed. The church building
project is expected to be completed in
April 2016. The President is very grate-
ful to the Methodist Churches in West
Malaysia and Singapore, Chinese Con-
gregations of Sibu West, East and Cen-
tral districts for their generous support.
This RM2.7 million project is situated
at SibuJaya new township.

After the SibuJaya project, Miri Iban
Methodist Church in Miri is also un-
dergoing another church construction
project. Construction of this Church
building which commenced in 2015 is
still ongoing. Apart from that, anoth-
er construction project will follow in
Kanowit. It is projected to commence
in 2016.

He also disclosed that SIAC will con-
tinue to conduct the Tuai Sembayang
courses for 120 church members com-
ing from Sibu, Bintulu, Kapit and
Sarikei districts. The purpose is to
enhance their basic knowledge on the
Bible, theology, Church history and li-
turgy. This course is jointly sponsored
by the Sarawak Chinese Annual Con-
ference, Trinity Annual Conference,
Sarawak Iban Annual Conference
and Indigenous Ministry Task Force
(IMTF). It is hoped that after this train-
ing, these participants will be able to
act as lay preachers in their respective
longhouses and local churches. The
Church Planters’ Institute will be held
in March, June and September.

SIAC plans to publish 3 editions of its
newletters each year from 2016 on-
wards. Thus, they have restructured

«;ﬁ-_,:_h___ Yo de

e s

the Literature and Multi-Media Board
which is led by the President himself
with assistance from Navy Ak Jilan.

“We had published a few newsletters
in recent years and found that they had
been useful in integrating the fellow-
ship among the church members, act-
ing as a network. They also helped oth-
ers to know more about our ministry,”
the President told CM.

In 2016, SIAC will continue to hold a
Prayer Convention on 29th April - Ist
of May 2016 in Kapit Sarawak. Other
events like Children Prayer and Youth
Camp, Worship and Liturgy Workshop
will also be conducted. Pastors’ School
will be held on March 12-14, 2016
in Sibu Methodist Centennial Park.
Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik and the
Reverend Thomas Lau will speak at the
Pastors’ School. There will alsobe 5 in 1
program for youths, Sunday School Tea-
chers Training and Music Training
which will be held in March and in
December, Youth Camp 2016 will be
conducted.

In order to serve those Ibans working
in the Klang Valley and Putra Jaya, the
Borneo Methodist Christian Fellow-
ship (BMCF) is formed to assist them.
Sunday worship is at 11am at Muk En
Methodist Church. At present there are
about 60 members consisting mainly of
families living in West Malaysia. Some
are students from Sarawak. In Johor
Bahru, the Iban Congregation at Sku-
dai preaching point has become a local
Church. We are praying that God will
grant them a permanent place to wor-
ship Him.
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An Inter-religious Christmas Open House Gathering

SCAC has successfully organized an
inter-religious Christmas Open House
Gathering in Masland Methodist
Church, Sibu, from llam to 1pm on
21 December, 2015. Its purpose was to
foster better friendship and connection
with people of other faiths.

The Annual Conference Associate Lay
Leader, Mr. Hii Chang Kee, who is also
the newly appointed Resident of Sibu,
led the ice-breaking session, asking
the leaders to introduce themselves.
There were 62 people at this event, in-
cluding 10 Imam and Muslim friends,
14 Buddhist leaders, 6 Sikh leaders, 2
leaders from Chinese folk religions, 4
Roman Catholic friends and Archbish-
op, 2 Anglican friends, 8 BEM friends,
4 ACS members, 2 SIAC friends and

President, and 10 representatives from
SCAC.

In his welcoming speech, President Su
Chii Ann remarked that it was the first
time that such a gathering had taken
place during Christmas season in the
history of Sarawak, especially in Sibu.
He said, “This gathering not only arti-
culates that we are truly Malaysians,
living together harmoniously in a multi-
religious, multi-cultural and multi-
racial society, but also brings about two
significant meanings of Christmas. As
Jesus is the Prince of Peace, he wants
us to bring the message of peace and
harmony to all people — peace with God
and harmony with people. So today, we
are here to embrace multi-religious un-
derstanding and to promote multi-racial

in Sibu, Sarawak, 2015

harmony. No one can practice religion
as a lone-ranger. It must be practised
and expressed through our relationship
with God, with one another and with
the community. Today’s gathering is
just a humble beginning of such a kind
of relationship.”

The gathering sang three Christmas
songs and ended with benediction by
President Su. Then, a buffet lunch was
served. Those who were present felt ex-
cited and appreciative to have this ga-
thering. They also expressed their hope
to have more of such gatherings, join
hands to render social services, hold
dialogues and organize festive season
visitations in time to come.

Please refer to page 14 for photo.
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SR. METHODIST GIRLS’ SCHOOL KUALA LUMPUR

Official Launch of the
120 Anniversary Celebrations
and Thanksgiving Service

“ONWARD, ONW*ST
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HDATE#H
Saturday,
g January 2016

#GUEST OF HONDUR#
Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

HVEMUE #
Mabel Marsh Hall,
Sr. MGSKL

“Great is Thy Faithfulness, Lord”: In
a true spirit of joy and thankfulness,
around 90 teachers, students, old girls,
former principals, ex-teachers, mem-
bers of the Board of Governors and
Alumni of the Senior Methodist Girls’
School, Kuala Lumpur gathered for the
launch of the 120th Anniversary Cele-
brations and to give thanks to God for
120 blessed years of the school’s exist-
ence. The singing of this much-loved
hymn resounded in the Mabel Marsh
Hall on the morning of Saturday, 9th
January 2016. The event began with the
official launch of the 120th Anniversa-
ry Celebrations by Rev. Dr Ong Hwai
Teik, Bishop of the Methodist Church
in Malaysia. Also present was Mr Khor
Hong Yin, Executive Director, Metho-
dist Council of Education.

School principal, Madam Shi Lee Lee,
in her welcome speech gave glory
to God for 120 years of God’s grace,
goodness and guidance. The school
has grown in strength and number and
thousands of young girls have passed
through its gates. On the other hand, the
school has stood through the war years,

fire and storm and faced numerous
other challenges. She recounted the
sacrifices of the early founders who
gave up the comforts of life and home
in America to sail to this land to start
the school.

What better way to celebrate an an-
niversary than sing! Miss Tay Choon
Neo, an old girl from the Class of 1971
led the congregation in songs of praise
and worship. The service continued
with the responsive reading of Psalm
111 led by Miss Winnie Ng, from the
class of 1955. Madam Chia Loy Tian,
former principal of the school read the
Scripture lesson from 1 Chronicles 16:
28 -34. This was followed by a short re-
flection by Madam Phoon Yoke Meng,
a true MGSian who having studied in
MGS from Standard One to Form 6,
had also served as School Principal. In
her reflection, she shared how God had
raised her up from a quiet, timid girl
to becoming the Principal of her Alma
Mater. A poignant reflection: “The
school hall looked so big then but it is
so small now”.

Group photo
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Arrival of Guest of Honour, Rev Dr. Ong Hwai Teik, i
Bishop of the Methodist Church in Malaysm "

7 Opening Prayer
by the Chaplain,
Miss Tan Kwee Heong

Call to service by
Miss Satkunamary =~
Gnanakkan

Bishop Dr Ong Hwai Teik, in his mes-
sage entitled “Unforgettable Long Jour-
neys” spoke about the work of William
Horley, who founded 27 schools in
then Malaya and who had devoted 37
years on the spiritual and social welfare
of the people in this country. Moving
on to MGSKL, Bishop Dr Ong said
that the school has stood on the shoul-
ders of very able women such as Miss
Stratton, Miss Mabel Marsh and others
who, driven by the celestial, gave their
intellect and their youth to serve others.
Miss Mabel Marsh was an extraordi-
nary lady who had served about 40
years in this country. These are among
the unforgettable long journeys. Draw-
ing from John Chapter 15, Bishop Dr
Ong pointed to the one unforgettable
journey of Jesus Christ who came into
the world to give light to the world and
save mankind. God’s light cannot be
extinguished and His work carries on.

After the sermon, former school cap-
tain, Marcella Mary Richard presented
a song “Give Thanks”. Then, every-
one joined in a jubilant singing of the
School Song “MGS Arise and Sing”. It
was a rare privilege to have the com-
poser of the music for the School Song,
Mrs Sothie Paul Duraisamy from the
Class of 1952 play the piano as every-
one stood to attention and sang with
nostalgia and passion.

imm :
Welcome and Word of Greeting by the Principal,
Madam Shi Lee Lee

Songs of Praise
led by Ms Tay
Choon Neo

. Scripture Reading

by Madam Chia
Loy Tian
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The closing hymn “How Great Thou
Art” was a testimony of God’s bless-
ings upon the school. Bishop Dr Ong
then gave the Benediction after which
Madam Shi Lee Lee presented a to-
ken of appreciation from the school to
Bishop Dr Ong.

After the service, the guests adjourned
to the school canteen for refreshments
followed by a visit to the Sr. MGSKL
Heritage Gallery. It was indeed excit-
ing to see many old girls exclaiming
with joy when they found themselves
in the photographs and pages of the old
school magazines.

The Mighty Hand of God has guided
the Sr. MGSKL through the 120 years
and He will continue to lead us on.
Onward Onward MGS
From strength to strength
march on always...

To God Be The Glory!

-

Official Launch of the 120th Anniversary
Celebrations by Bishop Dr. Ong Hwai Teik

Reflection by
| Madam Phoon
Yoke Meng

Responsive
Reading
by Ms Winnie Ng

| Singing of School Song

Mrs Sothie Paul Duraisamy, Class of 1952, composer

of the music for the School Song, playing the piano
G T

- Smgmg of the Closmg Hymn: ‘ l

How Great Thou Art
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Visit to the Sr. MGSKL Heritage Gallery

By Ms Satkunamary Gnanakkan,
a former teacher of Sr MGS KL




E S S a y Pelita is beginning a new series of rediscovering some of our Methodist roots and history.

he millions are coming as surely

I as harvest follows spring-time,
and we must prepare for their
coming. Let no one be startled at the
thought, or tempted to fear that I am
yielding to a flight of fancy, or led away
by an extravagant enthusiasm. This
world is to become a Christian world;
the powers of hell are to be overthrown,
and our Saviour, Christ, is to reign in
righteousness over all nations. But if
such a day ever comes, if kingdoms
and nations are to be wrested from the
grasp of Satan and given to Christ as
His inheritance, there must come a day
when Christians shall learn to speak of
millions as freely as they now speak of
thousands. At the present rate of mis-
sionary progress a millennium would
not suffice to prepare the way for the
great millennial reign to which we all
look forward with such ardent hope.
It is a striking comment on the feeble
faith and limited vision of present day
Christians to note how most of them
start as if in alarm at the mere mention

By Bishop J.M. Thoburn, D.D.

of an early in-gathering of millions of
redeemed men and women. Christian-
ity must mean this or else stand before
the world as a gigantic and confessed
failure, and as Christians we owe it to
the faith which we profess to maintain
a serene confidence in God in the great
work which He is carrying on among
the nations.

The hundreds upon hundreds of young
people who stand idle in the world’s
market place might find employment
for heart and hand if they could only
learn the secret of becoming helpers
to universal humanity. The universal
Church of Jesus Christ needs to pon-
der well at the present day the whole
question of missionary possibilities. In
many cases a very wide gulf separates
the possible from the actual, and in few
cases are the startling possibilities of the
hour appreciated. In these waning years
of the nineteenth century all Christians
should unite in a supreme effort to give
an impetus to the missionary enter-

prise which will be felt for long years
to come, and which will give a distinc-
tive character to the next century. There
is little or no fear of attempting too
much, while there is constant danger of
our contracting the spiritual paralysis
which so often results from attempting
too little. Nowhere in the missionary
world do we see any interest suffering
because too much has been attempted,
but at a hundred points we see painful
embarrassment because plans are too
contracted or support too spasmodic or
insufficient. An enterprise which aims
at the conversion of the world calls for
broad statesmanship, far-seeing views,
comprehensive plans, and invincible
faith, and all these the God of all grace
will bestow if His people will obey the
great missionary commission which He
has given them — From The Christless
Nations.

The Malaysia Message
Vol. V No. 5
February 1896

Please refer to article on page 11

Inter-religious Christmas Open House Gathering group photo
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WESLEY
METHODIST
SCHOOL

Central to Wesley Methodist School’s
mission is a formula for educating the
“whole person” by providing holistic
education to prepare students for the
real world and contribute to society
and nation building.

The unique characteristics and ethos
of the mission school is about human
and spiritual development of the child.

The Wesley brand is one that is
transformational in nature; it focuses
on drawing out and developing the
passion and talents of each student.

All learners regardless of economic
and social background, are given the
opportunity to be part of the Wesley
legacy of becoming an all — rounder.

At Wesley we are committed to
academic excellence rooted in
Christian values and tradition.

Missions schools in Malaysia has been
educating generations of Malaysians
since the 1800s providing a prolific alumni.

¢ info@wms.edu.my (RS GTYON (Kuala Lumpur)
¢ info@klg.wms.edu.my JIXEREARELYA (Klang)

o info@sbn.wms.edu.my [(ERZILERY (Seremban)
METHODIST COUNCIL OF EDUCATION |

For info. on WMS Kuala Lumpur (International) School and the four WMS (Private) Schools, contact us...

o info@mlk.wms.edu.my BELEEIPEN (Melaka)

o info@iph.wms.edu.my |(ERAZERES (Inoh)

www.wms.edu.my
67 Jalan 5/31, 46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia. | T e 603 7956 5310/ 7957 7746 | F e 603 7958 3346
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cordially invites you to our

SCHOLARSHIP
DAY

Attractive scholarships available Special briefing on
for following programmes: following scholarships:

* American Degree Transfer Program * MCKL Scholarships
. . . . (Merit, Special, Student Leader &
* Diploma in Early Childhood Education Achievement Award, Financial Aid)

» Cambridge A Level + KPM Bursary

+ STAR Education Fund

* Sin Chew Education Fund
+ Stedfast Scholarship

+ Australian Matriculation
+ ACCA Qualification

Universities

Bring this invitationalongto |V {(&) <) BB/ 2 0SS

getyour Application Fee
waiver worth RM 300 and S REH 2016

an exclusive
MCKL gift worth
RM 50! *
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* Terms & Conditions Apply
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Visit our
°
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For further information, contact us at:
more details! MET”OD e

Email: ask@mckl.edu.my Website: www.mckl.edu.my o



